SSaes guy eu nnavessaee 


: 
Hee 
ki - # 
j 
pe zit 


’ . 
(2 — 


< 
- 


Le 


At 
ek 


i 
Haier 


PUBLICATIONS 


OF THE 


NORTH CAROLINA HISTORICAL COMMISSION 


f 


The 


Correspondence of Jonathan Worth 


bP SsC3 = hey 


_ COLLECTED AND EDITED 
entry, ! BY ) 
J. G. de ROULHAC HAMILTON, Ph.D. 
Alumni Professor of History in the 
University of North Carolina 


VOLUME I 


RALEIGH: 
EDWARDS & BROUGHTON PRINTING COMPANY 
1909 


THE NORTH CAROLINA HISTORICAL COMMISSION 


J. BRYAN GRIMES, Cuatrman 
Wed: PRAT THOMAS W. BLOUNT 
Dt AE M. C. 8S. NOBLE 


R. D. W. CONNOR, SECRETARY. 


Copyright 1909 by The North Carolina Historical Cominission. 


PREFACE. 


The following collection of letters came into the possession of the 
editor through the kindness of Mrs. William H. Bagley and Mrs. E. 
EK. Moffitt, two of Governor Worth’s daughters. They proved of so 
uiuch value in the preparation of a sketch of Reconstruction in North 
Carolina, upon which the editor was then engaged, that they seemed 
well worth publication. The North Carolina Historical Commission 
has made this possible and all of the letters calculated to cast any light 
upon conditions in North Carolina have been included in this collection. 

With but few exceptions the letters written by Governor Worth are 
from his private tissue letter-books. Those written to him which are 
here included, a very small part of his correspondence, were also loaned 
by the members of his family. All are now in the possession of the 
North Carolina Historical Commission. Many very valuable letters were 
aestroyed some years ago when his residence was burned, adding another 
to the many similar losses in the State. It is most unfortunate that 
time has made it impossible to read a number of the letters. In some 
cases, also, parts of letters are illegible; such passages are always 
indicated. 

Most of the letters are self-explanatory and consequently the notes 
are few. The biographical sketch will also serve to explain many of 
them. In explanation of the method followed in editing them, it is 
cenly necessary to say that the orthography, capitalization, and punctu- 
ation of the writers are unchanged. Wherever the address of the per- 
son to whom the letter was written is known, it is placed immediately 
below the letter. Except where they are needed to make clear the rela- 
tions existing between the writer and the person addressed, the forms 
of address and closing are omitted. The index will appear in the 
second volume. - 

The editor wishes to express his appreciation of the assistance ren- 


dered him by the members of Governor Worth’s family, Mr. Josephus 
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Daniels, and Mr. R. D. W. Connor, Secretary of the North Carolina 
Historical Commission. He also wishes to return thanks to Mr. J. M. 
Porter, late of the University of North Carolina, for his invaluable ser- 
vices and painstaking care in copying the letters and in deciphering 
many that had defied all former efforts in that respect. 


Care. Hit, N. C., 
April 15th, 1909. 


BIOGRAPHICAL SKETCH. 


“Jonathan Worth, son of David and Eunice Worth, was born in 
Guilford County, North Carolina, 18th Nov., 1802. He received a 
fair English education at the neighboring old field schools, being much 
indebted to Wm. Reynolds, the benefactor of his neighborhood as a 
teacher, for correct instruction in English grammar and arithmetic. 
At the age of 18 years he was sent to the Academy at Greensboro for 
2 1-2 years, and distinguished himself for diligence and proficiency in 
his studies. His father being unable to continue him longer at school, 
he took a school near the residence of Judge Murphey, in Orange 
County, and commenced the reading of law under the direction of this 
talented and eminent lawyer. On the 20th Oct., 1824, he married 
Martitia Daniel, a niece of Judge Murphey, and in Dee. following ob- 
tained a license to practice law, and afterwards settled at Asheboro, 
N.C. | 

“Owing to extreme diffidence and the total absence of anything like 
cratorical flourish, others, not more learned, took the lead of him in 
practice. Notwithstanding his great need of professional gains his 
painful diffidence made him almost prefer to lose a fee rather than make 
a speech. After lingering at the bar for years, with few clients, he 
determined, as a means of overcoming his repugnance to public speaking, 
to become a candidate for the Legislature, hoping the canvass might 
give him more assurance. He was elected ahead of all his competitors, 
and the next year was again a candidate and was re-elected. At this 
last session he offered resolutions denouncing nullification which, after 

a stormy debate, passed the House by a large majority. 

“Tn the beginning of 1831 he resolved to quit politics and devote him- 
self to his profession. He soon went into a lucrative practice and paid 
off all his debts, and steadily accumulated property till the year 1840, 
when he was almost forced again to become a candidate for a seat in the 
Senate of the State Legislature on the Harrison ticket. He was elected 
by an enormous majority. | 

“At the session of 1840 the leading legislative measure was the putting 
in operation of a system of common schools. He was made chairman 
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of the joint committee on education, and as such drew up and reported 
a bill which passed both houses, all the prominent features of which 
remained unchanged until the system of common schools was broken 
up by the late war. 

“He was always an ardent admirer of Henry Clay. In 1841 he 
opposed the Hon. A. Rencher for Congress, and was beaten. Both 
elaimed to be supporters of Mr. Clay. Worth charged that certain acts 
of his opponent indicated a meditated defection from the support of 
Clay. He failed to convince the district, which was almost unanimous 
for Clay, that his suspicions as to the defection of his opponent were 
well founded. 

“He now applied himself diligently to the practice of his profession. 
In 1845 a convention of delegates from the counties composing his 
congressional district nominated him for Congress. He accepted the 
nomination, entered the field and was beaten by his competitor, Gen. 
Alfred Dockery.” 

In these words Jonathan Worth described a part of his life when 
asked to do so by his friend, John H. Wheeler. He never finished it. 
The fragment is interesting as his own words, but, apart from the fact 
that only a portion of his life is covered, it is inadequate as a description 
of a well-rounded life as full of success and honor as that of the subject 
of this sketch. 

The Worths came to North Carolina from Nantucket. They were 
nearly all Quakers. The family was characterized by the qualities of 
industry, thrift, devotion to principle and the fear of God. Conse- 
quently they were successful, not only in a material way, but also in 
cbhtaining the confidence, respect and admiration, if not the liking, of 
all those with whom they came in contact. They were men of too firm 
# mould, were too given to forming their own opinions and then living 
up to them, instead of accepting them ready made, to be liked by all. 
Like all strong men they had enemies, but none who could say anything 
to their discredit. It was of this stock that Jonathan Worth was 
sprung, and of which he was a fair and representative type. 

His father, Dr. David Worth, was a physician of reputation in his 
section. His mother was Eunice Gardner, of Guilford county. He 
was the eldest of twelve children, nine of whom lived to old age. 

As a student at Caldwell Institute in Greensboro, at that time one of 
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the best schools in the State, he became a proficient Latin student and 
read the language with ease all of his life. As has been seen, he con- 
tinued his studies under Judge Murphy, who then lived at “The Her- 
mitage” and conducted a small private law school. Association with 
this scholarly man was of great benefit to him, and as a teacher he 
received, besides the financial benefit, that training which has always 
been thought of the greatest advantage to a student of law. While here 
he laid the foundation of an accurate and clear knowledge of the law. 
And here also he met his future wife, the niece and ward of Judge 
Murphey. 

Passing over the next few years with its bitter experiences, it is seen 
that his candidacy for the House of Commons had given him the needed 
confidence in his own powers, and had also taught the people that he 
was a man of character and attainment beyond the ordinary. He never 
became an eloquent speaker, if oratory be the test, but he was clear and 
direct and spoke with a good deal of force, and consequently was con- 
vineing. Lesides the part he played in the anti-nullification debate he 
was unusually prominent for a member at his first session. With nine 
others he voted against a series of resolutions endorsing President Jack- 
son’s administration. This excited a great deal of feeling and they 
were abused almost as traitors. 

With success in his profession came a great increase in influence, at 
first in Randolph county, but gradually extending over the State. 
Never a profound or brilliant lawyer, he was exact, painstaking and 
unusually practical. A more methodical person it would be hard to 
imagine. Every detail of a matter entrusted to him received the closest 
personal attention. His office practice became very large and he had a 
large number of clients outside of the State. As a lawyer he was very 
successful. In addition to the practice of his profession he was inter- 
ested in many business enterprises. He was prominent in the move- 
ment to open a railroad to the Chatham coal fields, and was a large 
shareholder in a plank road from Fayetteville to Salem. The latter, 
however, was a failure. He also had a large turpentine tract in Moore 
county. His plantations were well managed and his slaves devotedly 
attached to him. Their welfare was always in his mind, and though a 
firm master he was a very kind and considerate one. 

His ability was so well recognized that his friends and relations con- 
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stantly sought his advice and, an unusual thing, followed it. Apart 
from business his correspondence was immense, 

In his family he appeared at his best. He was a devoted husband, 
and no father could have been more tender to his children or more 
watchful of their best interests. He had eight children, six of whom, 
including one son, survived him. 

His mother was a Quaker but he himself never became a member of 
any religious denomination. His wife was a Presbyterian and her 
children were reared in the same faith. But he was by no means an 
irreligious man, and personally was very devout. 

Jn appearance he was a small, slight man with keen eyes and an 
alert expression. The Charleston Chronicle in 1867 described him as 
“a quiet little old gentleman, sharp as a brier and with a well of wisdom 
at the root of every grey hair.” Quiet he was, but with decided opinions 
which he did not hesitate to express, often with temper. He was just, 
and yet this same temper occasionally caused him to be a little harsh 
in his judgment of men, particularly of political opponents. A devoted 
Whig, the Democracy signified to him all that was dangerous and cor- 
rupt. He believed its doctrines subversive of the Constitution and of 
all good government, and for most of his life fought it with all his 
power. 

His life bears the strongest testimony to what can be accomplished by 
ambition, perseverance and devotion to principle. This last was the 
keynote of his life—-publie and private; and this fact was generally 
recognized in North Carolina. He was not a genius, but simply a fine 
type of an able and honest gentleman, who thought a good name rather 
to be chosen than great riches, and who used the talents given him to 
their fullest extent. After all this is the best kind of genius for a 
public man. 

But it is not from his private nor yet his professional life that he 
deserves grateful remembrance from the State, fine as they were and 
deserving of record. It is as a public officer. As has been noted he 
was enthusiastic in politics. He soon became influential in the coun- 
ceils of the Whig party and took an active part in all campaigns. His 
carly legislative service has been noticed. One other fact deserves fur- 
ther remark, As chairman of the committee on education, against 
bitter opposition, he secured the adoption of the federal population as 
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the basis for the public schools. This greatly increased the number 
and efficiency of the schools. He was an earnest advocate of public 
education, having ideas on the subject far in advance of most of the 
_ public men of the time in North Carolina. Possibly this was in part 
due to the influence of Judge Murphy. At the same session he was 
elected a trustee of the University. This position he held for twenty- 
eight years. 

For many years he was Clerk and Master in Equity for Randolph 
county, resigning in 1858 to accept a nomination to the State Senate. 
He was elected and as a member did what he considered the most 
important public act of his life. During the years of Democratic rule 
the North Carolina Railroad had been entirely under the control of 
that party, and there was considerable dissatisfaction in the State at 
its management. Mr. Worth now moved that a committee be appointed 
to investigate its affairs. This was done, and he was made chairman. 
The investigation caused intense excitement and much ill feeling. Mr. 
Fisher, the president of the road, formerly a close friend and ardent 
admirer of Mr. Worth, wished to challenge him, but was prevented by 
the advice of his friends who knew that Mr. Worth was opposed to duel- 
ing and would not be moved in his convictions by public sentiment. 
The investigation, if it accomplished nothing else, had the effect of 
causing a-more careful management of the corporate interests of the 
State. 

Mr. Worth was intensely devoted to the union and saw with alarm 
the progress of disunion sentiment in the State and in the South. But 
he, like those of similar opinions, was powerless to avert the impending 
crisis and the consequent struggle. In 1860 he was again a candidate 
for the Senate and at the same time supported Bell and Everett. Elected, 
when the General Assembly met, he was.one of the most determined 
opponents of the secession majority. Deeply he regretted his member- 
ship, but thought it would be wrong to resign in the midst of the crisis; 
and so he remained in his place fighting for a vain hope. He opposed 
a convention, canvassed Randolph against it, and was sustained by a 
large anti-convention majority. When the extra session was held in 
May, 1861, after the fall of Sumter, he still voted against a convention, 
and when it was called declined to be a candidate in spite of the wishes 
of his friends. But reflection convinced him that war must come, and 
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there was no doubt in his mind of the side he preferred and would 
choose. Accordingly he at once began to urge the men of Randolph to 
voluntcer and assist the South in presenting an unbroken front to the 
enemy. Indeed he thought this was the only way that a long war could 
be avoided. 

Never in favor of the war.or, in fact, of any war, he always hated 
it and longed for peace. Opposed to the Confederate administration, he 
was a loyal citizen and acted as such throughout the entire war, declin- 
ing to take any part in the peace movement in 1863 and again in 1864. 
In 1862 he was again sent to the Commons, but soon afterwards was 
elected Public Treasurer, and accepted. In the latter position he served 
with ability and fidelity until the close of the war and, in spite of the 
difficulties of the position, won golden opinions for his skill and judicious 
management of his office. Just before Raleigh was occupied. by the 
enemy he was placed by Governor Vance in charge of the State archives 
which he carried westward, first to Company Shops, and later to Greens- 
boro. He later brought them back after General Schofield took com- 
mand of the Department of North Carolina. 

Soon after W. W. Holden was appointed provisional governor of the 
State he requested Mr. Worth to become provisional treasurer and 
financial agent of the State. The latter position was a very important 
one for, while the ordinary duties of treasurer were stopped by the ab- 
sence of funds, there was a great deal of property belonging to the State 
which could be collected. Much had been lost from being seized by the 
agents of the United States Treasury or stolen by individuals. But Mr. 
Worth saw Secretary Seward and Secretary McCulloch, and the latter 
authorized him to collect for the State the “ungathered debris,” and 
ordered his agents not to be too inquisitorial in their search for State 
property. Mr. Worth was so successful in his efforts that the sum of 
$150,000 was realized from what he collected. 

The administration of Governor Holden not meeting with approval - 
generally, many influential men looked about for a candidate to oppose 
him. Through the influence of Josiah Turner and William A. Gra- 
ham, both of whom had been instrumental in securing his election as 
treasurer in 1865, Mr, Worth was decided to be the most suitable person 
to make the canvass. In every way he was a fit choice. From his 
record he should have been more acceptable to the North than his oppo- 
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nent, and in the State, as the result showed, the people greatly preferred 
him. Mr. Worth was very doubtful of the wisdom of accepting the 
nomination. Many of his friends were opposed to his becoming a can- 
didate, believing that he could not be elected and thinking it bad policy 
to oppose Mr. Holden. Others were under such obligations to the latter 
that they could not oppose him. But careful consideration of the 
matter convinced him that it would be wise to accept, and he accord: 
ingly did so, resigning at the same time the position of provisional 
treasurer. 

The Standard at once began the most bitter campaign against him, 
accusing him of being the tool of the “secession party” and an original 
secessionist himself. The fact that he was opposed to the repudiation 
of the war debt at the first session of the convention was an additional 
ground of attack. Every possible means to excite prejudice against 
him was adopted, but without success, and he was elected with a ma- 
jority of about six thousand votes. The provisional government did 
not terminate at once, but finally, the last week in December, 1865, 
despite the efforts of Mr. Holden to induce the President to continue it, 
it ceased, and Governor Worth, who had already taken the oath of office 
before the adjournment of the General Assembly, assumed the duties of 
governor. The President was at first greatly disappointed at the result 
of the election, accepting the judgment of Mr. Holden and the Standard 
that it was a Confederate victory as the correct one. But later he 
learned the real condition of affairs and recognized that Governor Worth 
was truly desirous of a restoration of the union along the lines laid 
down in the proclamation of May 29th. 

The position in which Governor Worth now found himself was one 
full of difficulty and requiring the greatest tact and care. Unfriendly 
factions had to be reconciled, the political moves of a faction, bitterly 
hostile to him and to every one opposed to them, had to be watched, a 
suspicious administration reassured and the hostile North kept satisfied. 
All of these but the last he accomplished. That, however, was beyond 
the power of a Southern man if mindful of the people he represented, 
and Governor Worth was representative now of the mass of the people 
and was so recognized. In 1866 no one would accept a nomination 
against him and, although his opponents, at the advice of Mr. Holden, 
voted for Alfred Dockery, Governor Worth was elected by a very large 


majority. 
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Lack of space will not permit an extended account of his multitudi- 
nous duties as Governor. One of the things over which he earnestly 
labored was to defend the civil authority against the encroachments ot 
the military power. He also may be given credit, in large part, for 
the securing of the admission of negro testimony, in spite of the opposi- 
tion of those who were soon after to favor unqualified negro suffrage 
and to form the nucleus of the Republican party in the State. Every- 
thing that he could do, in honor, to secure the restoration of North 
Carolina to her normal relations to the union was done. Meanwhile 
certain politicians, whose only consistency had been in the frequency 
of their change of opinions when self-interest dictated it, slandered him 
and covered him with abuse. But he was not the man to be influenced 
by this and pursued his own course regardless of their opposition. 

When the reconstruction acts were passed in 1867 he at first favored 
an attempt to bring them before the Supreme Court of the United States 
for a decision as to their constitutionality. But, acting on the advice 
of Judge Thomas Ruftin, he consulted former Justice Curtis, then a 
lawyer in Massachusetts, who agreed with Judge Ruffin that any effort 
of the kind would be futile. Consequently he declined to join with the 
other Southern governors who were preparing to make the attempt. 

When General Sickles assumed command of the Second Military Dis- 
trict he reposed the greatest confidence in Governor Worth’s judgment 
and frequently consulted him, even having him come to Charleston as 
his guest for the purpose. He was consulted by General Sickles in re- 
gard to every appointment for North Carolina, and his advice was 
usually accepted. But there was much in the carrying out of the con- 
gressional policy that he could not approve, and he often expressed 
himself fully to General Sickles and to the President. As for the plan 
of reconstruction adopted it is needless to say that he was strongly 
opposed to it. 

When General Canby took command there was a different condition 
of affairs, for he was regardless of the wishes of the people of the State, 
and equally regardless of their laws. But Governor Worth, in one 
instance at least, did the State a service with him. By his vigorous pro- 
tests he prevented the appointment of A. W. Tourgee as Superior Court 
Judge, and secured that of Colonel Clinton A. Cilley, who made. an 
excellent officer. 
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Through all the turmoil of the military government Governor Worth 
bore himself with the dignity befitting his high office and worthy of his 
own character. He declined to allow his name to be used as a candi- 
date against Mr. Holden in 1868, not desiring the position and realiz- 
ing the hopelessness of the contest. But he urged the people to register 
and vote and do all in their power to prevent the contemplated usurpa- 
tion. 

Finally the end came. ‘To facilitate the process of restoration” a 
military order was issued, removing him from office and appointing Mr. 
Holden, the governor-elect under the new constitution, to succeed him. 
With a dignified protest against the constitutionality of the act, Gov- 
ernor Worth retired from office and returned to private life. 

The severe labors of his position had told upon him greatly.and he 
was far from well. Entire recovery never came again. Had he been 
a younger man and lived there would, doubtless, have been for him in 
later years more honors at the hands of a grateful State. But his work 
was done and he died at “Sharon,” his Raleigh home, on September 5, 
1869, and was buried in Oakwood Cemetery in that city. 

J. G. pr Routwac HamrirTon. 


CALENDAR OF LETTERS. 


Letters Written py JoNATHAN Wortu Hpre PRINTED. 


PLACE. DATE, WRITTEN TO 

SSUES ticle,» feist: - 28; 18415 aster Freemen of Tenth Congressional Dis- 
trict. 

PSR CMOLO me cicte hes ire on July 8, 1854..... -..-eJohn Long. 
PNGHEDOPO: 0c s2 oo. 2c ke Subithhyeae opp shay: Geant Isaae Holt. 
LNT UE SC Goa aoe Sepus 21 Soo ewe ee Calvin H. Wiley. 
PSROBOUOD c/a fos co: cle se OCC mel OMLSD Omri ecttae Thomas Bragg. 
PASS ODOT Mis pcre te seats 2' Dechy OOO. ciara B. Douglass & Co. 
PAS CDONO) seis sve 2/0 oars AER ga Ulloa Mets) Oise eek oso 
PEE TOTO witse ale! «(2s 6 oi Dee eZ tau SO Glare George MeNeill. 
PISREDOTO rea! n'e-60 © «e!00 WE Mele Reitedig otudoped hs Calvin H. Wiley. 
PRSRODOTON. oa cw os. S0nce Nair De SHS) cic ce wees John A. Gilmer. 
PAOIMOT OM pols! slajecierers © Mani? 6208585 ee ses John A. Gilmer. 
INGE “0 ee eee ithe sO. TBpS acinar Alfred G. Foster. 
JST) OOO Ae eaaetoto a ie GRINS Sisal eG yelnners es cio John M. Dick. 
JENGS S12) O01 0) a ea ATG MecliSSSi cece ee Bartholomew F. Moore. 
PABDEDOLO™ sjcts cfse.s1c' sare J NTs ete ullicl Nola mac yg eck Romulus M. Saunders. 
PSHE DOORS so. ccs c.5 «28's Jeb WACR IMCs, vgs ong oe Thomas Ruffin, Jr. 
ENS ND Lee eon Sept. 30) U858 encwar W. L. Springs. 
PASHEDOLO case cis sic dic.cie o ese ee LODO ere cae ee John W. Syme. 
IABUEDOLO? cea. 6 vier se Var gf 2.71 85 Oars ene John W. Syme. 
PREC DOT Ome tees Pat ies ATs Ae] BDO Meee siceseh Long & Sherwood. 
PMEMODOLOME Cais i-lc ao eco VAT Awe. MOD O ees egecci ates Jo. Holt. 
BENEDOLO. c.52-, ois oes. War and. So One etae Peter D. Swain. 
PU EDOROT ws. bis «. oraterelcin e Mat. ho. USD Osseo Samuel L. Holt. 
PEICDOLOE s.r eat oe ees Marl 9, 1859. 3.65.0. Henry T. Clark. 
PRSHEDOEO sfc oss wisicce esate Mar e205 1859) ac soaks John A. Gilmer. 
PARITEDOLO- o.clsje 2c tices! s Ue Alas Bots Tete is eaters William W. Holden. 
FASMGDOTO! .-¢ lie-0 .c o0 sos Metre 2 1 8b 9 8. ce stares Long & Sherwood. 
PME EDOEO) cis. e)s- ce 's's 0+ Apia o LODO) tome John Tapscott. 
PSHE OLO) ests 003 fo sie, 0 + « pine LOS USS Os snortecte George C. Mendenhall. 
INSHEDOLO\ Wovens fc at Apr eS DONE arta 2 George W. Little. 
PMN CIOLOM ai, =! sleie te <ieg-!- AXOe Gy Ikewn 68 eo aera William W. Fries. 
ANSIGICOIG) Geta aoaaooe JNO AIOE CBSO cae cos ols Isaac H. Foust. 
PSHE DOL OR Versi) oie ore. 2 os ullyae20; USS 9 sealer oe David F. Caldwell. 
PNSIEDOLO fatte elec «2 'eres Oct e265 Bao pices Cyrus P. Mendenhall. 
ASE VOON co CORD OPOne INOVag els SOO mera nt ier James A, Long. 
PAOD OLOM fetter uote «> INOW A PLSD Ore cients eis C. B. Mallett. 
EMIT OBOLOM evereneeehalers ieteve ican “SAIS oo eemione Tod R. Caldwell. 
INSREDOLO Sam. eee aiene a INOW 45 18D O ese ators oie George Little. 
PSST EDOLOY ye sor esi < a abe oe INGE. GRC el oa eco J. G. Ralston. 
PUSIVEDOX O's Vo one's ein sre. oes INGVse SOs SOO yeters arene E. J. Hale & Sons. 
BXSNCVOLOL, 4 sisieiee aa) sce INOW 62 OPUS O99 20s to) am! George Little. 


1 


2 Norra Carorimna HisrorrcaL CoMMISSION. 


PLACE. DATE. WRITTEN TO 
PSUCDOTOL aie earntoe win ate Dee Syn LOD Ob inch tol tees Long & Sherwood. 
ANSNODOLO winere slvist ois) ogee DGC, ORS DD ie her eone Greensboro Patriot. 
PNGOURDOTOY fie) cos nite bein elete Dec ee OMLSD 0s enaera ters James G. Ramsey. 

PX GMEDOLO. eciecs ereeea vie Sate Lae SOO Uae eae David Outlaw. 

EMSC DOLD. esp acheice eins nO LU ee Ors toch sane tes Charles F. Fisher. 
PAS NCDOLO tbe: ots yetasy yon Fanion Le SOO an: color be James G. Ramsey. 
ENSDEDOTO Wtidtwis codielane che UC Dial esi LOO s/s eitewtrerete ss H. E. Colton. 

EASTIO DONO? e.ctepetces teeaists Beeb was LS OOs arial James G. Ramsey. 
PASEO DONOR ras ak ovcesesi-nclaee ee bid Mls, a Otc rescues EK. J. Hale & Sons. 
VAGUE Nos i[0) gelesen e eras 1 (3) Supe atep ike) 1) Use en ar Victor C. Barringer. 
SASH DOEO, 83 1-251 hale Peters Pebsa slo, WSGO. creases Hannis, Smith & Townsend. 
ENERO DOL OM ipresth vols oie le Reb welts 60. merase His brother. 
ENSHEDOLGO. snk wletveereisetine Webs L6 IS G0)... seniors E. J. Hale & Sons. 
ENGHEDONO tuys 0 ois) aresolelenel: PCD an pL OOM stisenetre ten Chesley F. Faucette. 
PAIRED OLO vexseiivateusterecae Bebra Wiel 860ns7 tte Dr. E. F. Watson. 
FANISREDONO, Pe okewsare eee Hebwe ZO UL SOO) vrierecteiee George Little. 
EASTVODOT Om iicaitcnie, sehen or tee Marie Gr LOGO cesaneneice: E. J. Hale & Sons. 
IAS HEDOTO) anys )ces Alves Cesare Mar l0 SGU eye William J. Long. 
PASHEDOTOm thier ines Mar liOs VSG Oia sere) sens oe J. S. Seott. 

SABC DOLO Gem icc ee isierlee Mara 10 gl 860 teas George McNeill. 
PASNEDOLTO Fe aielereelonere Marco tl SOOM. cbc < C. W. Bainum. 
PASVEDOTO ares icle Angie ut Apre fos SOO teveyel att Alfred G. Foster. 
RSIEDOT OME Spisi-tclunse tore Mays 2c. S60 Reon. C. W. Bainum. 

AVIAN TOR) aig goes anne Matyi, P4s0 S60. cio ere ne Chesley F. Faucette. 
PESLEDOLO teedsds cpaiciercy ivi: A Eh aa 1) Alfred G. Foster. 
INSU (30) COPE Ae ACG WED ape, AL SOU's ty oiveaers James G. Ramsey. 
PNET CDOTO! wauctevobis ais eke June = 9s 1860s taseer Luke Blackmer. 
PXSIMCDOLO a tects, sis oo aco: SUNS mr On OOO neers Giles Mebane. 
PASHODOT Osta sie viehea diets fours soll BR VRATUR ee ae Chesley F. Faucette. 
PASTLEDOTON. bees: se biche drne June 25, 1860.........Alfred G. Foster. 
PASHEDOLO: <hlssasshees ne + UNE AS ESCO te na Chesley F. Faucette. 
PASNEDOT Ow labs aici a histele ne JUNESZ Ss SOO wes nears Giles Mebane. 
Rimlere hy .dct svseveino, oars Nowa29s 860). leis J. J. Jackson. 
Led Prine enio eeoie ie ciclo Beate coco aE: 

RaLOLON ES vera Ainebaie stacy. IDO YARNS 6 aise Sas 8 J. J. Jackson. 

oo oP A MIRO aaa Keb. .., 1861.........His constituents. 
Exshebord. vcr stock ert Nard tG 816 Gleaner errs His brother. 
PABHEDOTO. “he aiclsemateter: IM crepe G'S Gln eee James MeNeill. 

INC GA Se eee EB SINS Y ere vsis sl Old ceetetteva shout The people of Randolph County. 
ENSDO DONO ptrcte st tytene eta NTS VOLS Od. erate cieere H. L. Myrover. 

UNS HODOT O:ie cect). Liasalates Maly, Onl 80 crotcye cists Cyrus P. Mendenhall. 
FASHEHOLOg Saicacmn oe Maye USStLS Glimpse cece T. C. and B. G. Worth. 
FA SREDOLOMR eres ctckers erste Maye 2S si SG) vst ser Springs, Oak & Co. 
PAS HOD OT Ow iiepeiee rein chctsie Mayer lo USG1 tase acter David G. Worth. 
ENGNG DOL Once stetstere eras Maye, L8Gi acute C. W. Woollen. 
PXEDCDOTOn versiescieysieieret A Maye 20 aL SOU orn, casera Gaius Winningham. 
IASNEDOLOY ties! street ete Maye S21 SG tates John B. Troy. 


CoRRESPONDENOE OF JONATHAN WortTuH. 


PLACE. 

INSITE NOOR SAE Bea May 
OXSHEDOLO! je wc le-seicis ete May 

ENSOGUOO SS pcre May 
INSHEDOLO > lesa seis Ces June 
NSIS R05 CoP agen Poon June 
BNEHEDOLO tej. .2l- cc ores lseis July 
PABHEDOLO. 2 2c. ce ts ss July 
PURE MOL OS oe sie eis ino 8 sles Aug. 
PX ED OLD ctotce ietese’e siceae Sept. 
PASH EDOLO, =e /erc a cvereleyo ei: Oct. 

PRSHEHOLOS Galen ts cx eats Dec. 

PNSDONOLO: bx. asc Sho cl euele & Dee. 

PH EDOLOS [clare ciete aoe Dec. 

PC DOLO sisal siarerw te © soe Dec. 

PNSHODOLGO foi. sores ad's chai Jan. 

JSS 02 ee ae Mar. 
PMEREDOEO) ise jcf ioe <3 Apr. 
PNGHEDOTO: 21 lis dco). sue Apr. 
ACH O CUKC ee eee Ene: Apr. 
PASO OLD a ee ct sleuaiy 20 9) Apr. 
JSING NOUR" Bk Sena rreas May 
MARIE ONO hare !ove,/<1s14% «2, c1 May 
PSHE ND ORO Maen eisisitls © 9) « May 
PABA EDOEO! 98 y.55 0h 5) 0,20 /9i'e"8 May 
Asheboro ..)..-..... + ....0 une 
ANSE Canty Ga Sa esaer July 
ENGINES COO oo ae eee July 
PNSHEDOTO w. 510/0'a\s'0a-0' > ocd ULY 
NE HEDOEOL Nee scares oo oJ ULY 
PRE DOU OMe aie foleial> -6%s;0 Jaly 
MoleborO™ <. <2... 2.duly 
ENO EDOLOs iste coe viscose ULY 
INADG) YS Oe ae July 
PX SUEDOL OWL sic ce ic/s,0 ss ses July 
INTE NOT: ee ee July 
DISH CWOUO Ue atts(ta; ose tels) strcee July 
PME DOLOIN.) ots cis) v <10.5 555 July 
PAS HED GEOME stig s «0 a0t-<%s's July 
ESSN ODOLO Wes cle sole sexs s July 
PR GMEDOLO Mec cysretere cleus Sept. 
PMGIMGDOTON, Qo o.c eee wists «0 Sept. 
PRSHEDOTO> Zs leleca cle ose» Sept. 
PASWEDOL Oe jefe ielejcvelese es Nov. 
PNCDOLO eel aie -veselers «!+ c's Noy. 
PAISHEBOLO' |. arc « «che vicls « Nov. 


PNSHEDOTOMt se at6.0 6 sie. o-6 Noy. 


« 
5) 


DATE. WRITTEN TO 
UO Ollsen bray rate Johnson & Farnsworth. 
ZS OLSOMrreretsicierans Joseph Utley. 

SORUSGI era ee ae H. B. Elliott. 
Srl BGe Gewese Alfred G. Foster & F. J. Land. 
DHUSOL a ahenrsncvorsls Robert Gray. 
SSR S Odieccee sea ok David G. Worth. 
OG, eines Alfred G. Foster. 
ISG Lewy emer E. J. Hale & Sons. 
OM MS Gilietegencs eeekess Barzillai G. Worth. 
PSUS CVs co meesatons William K. Lane. 
eu S Glee ectmenaten H. B. Elliott. 
DUES G1. Bey, tens Alfred G. Foster. 
ING et SO Wg ees Bi es Lee M. Andrews. 
BAL), Wel Shl bea aS ec John M. Worth. 
LET G2 cent cles eogs Lee M. Andrews. 
BLS G2etrerctes ae Nicholas Williams. 
DLS G2 remeron D. G. and B. G. Worth. 
ANTS O22. cen cre . .Allen M. Tomlinson. 
OD UBGL ee ere drere Ebenezer Emmons. 
ZOMmUSG2 rater T. C. and B. G. Worth. 
al SG Ere brt ore Alfred G. Foster. 
Li MISO 2s. cyte William J. Long. 
PORVSG Or een eneva ue: J. J. Jackson. 
eh sel Wee bo gous Gaius Winningham. 
PTS O25 Alfred G. Foster. 
AMER G 2s cxcietnieen T. C. and B. G. Worth. 
IGS ey atin Pere tare Zebulon B. Vance. 
1 ee CVS aa tacye James M. Worth. 
OR MSO 2 ce reeernavers O. W. Carr 
VOT SOD net aunties Alex. McAllister. 
TOUS ORs tora. Jesse K. Kise. 
WORT SO2 2 aroeccoe a C. L. Russell. 
MOMUSO 2am erctetete L. Odell. 
DON SOZeer ote rote E. H. Winningham. 
Diet SO Zee mete Lieutenant Kearney. 
2 ISO Creare. L. D. Andrews. 
DAU SOZe = miner nau Paul Arnold, Sr. 
DH feral cl Veo ee eae James Newlin. 
Peifley WehiPads Sano. S0% Commanding Officer, Company I, 22d 
N. C. Regt. 
NGAUS C2 totes even: Zebulon B. Vance. 
WG SG Zea ae oe Isaac H. Foust. 
2S) VSG 2ecweimaile William A. Graham. 
Pe ey as os ern David G. Worth. 
OPUS 62s arene cute: B. F. Blair. 
eS OZirckhow eter Josiah Turner, Jr. 
ZOU S Orde worokevehe E. J. Hale & Sons, 


4 Norrs Carortina HistorrcaL ComMMISSsION. 


PLACE DATE. WRITTEN TO 

IRE MIG HEAN Bo o Golan orrar Ome Jan. 5, 1863.2... 25 0/0 J. J. Jackson. 
Tal Kenly Caine ome Biola Apr Or OOO ee othe saree Zebulon B. Vance. 
Ipevkoel (yh sooner aatce AUD sb) Mids LOO slats olelere Zebulon B. Vance. 
igh llored tte Be cla eeclog orion Ayton, 6, USGd: «str sete zebulon B. Vance. 
all Glo iersrietete rst sesie reais Apr Souls Oouairee te ete Nicholas Williams. 

Fragment with no date. 
HNALELO Martone shee wiles + lor May os SOer chert eer H. W. Guion. 
IU, So%y auanaieae op ioettc Maven Log L803 eile > lee John M. Worth. 
TRBU LEICA ei ol oo nou MEN a UR KCL Soe te 2 pane J. J. Jackson. 
ASV H dn te are feree «ane LMVie OO, ho O.oue elas! atelohae John M. Worth. 
IIMS Bald cibo ond cccld io Mav, 30, 18632 sea rise EK. Burke Haywood. 
IRevken@liu Bas adsne od ope JUNCUS MLS Oo arswaniechets Thomas Webb. 
IRENE. and Arona b osla b SOUL MAG; aS Gahran sedate vers E. J. Hale & Sons. 
INAV. B15 boa oeue duly 13,1863... 5. > Josiah Turner, Jr... 
IRPIOVELI G5 oles ocicey de blo Olive 323,71 S63 iis oe sens Jesse G. Henshaw. 
IRENGMEML ? aslo ale Boom oD ULV 2D SOS tara here tseetele John M. Worth. 
INGWIENEIM 55 6 Abo Oe gonot Athy 4 oeakelase eae See David G. Worth. 
TRE NKSNTER A. Geils mire aiempia.t pnb teehee alltel sieve. pws: Alfred G. Foster. 
IRE Kered nts a ote oe io Bia vor! NUGY el ALS OS's tetera sl <2 Alfred Brown. 
iter ered sh his abo ATS S18 OS: peretemas o His daughter. 
QC OM mes tiwees tenes nieyatet as AOE. LOS mero er: Mrs. David G. Worth. 
ULC TO De eit easy ee A LO, a pw Ochepe sian s peee Daniel G. Fowle. 
TRENT Eh Gian een Se AUIS ean Os S Oona stetenee es Noah Rush. 
HMSO am soyers costa cusnee AUG. “QLLS6Sae cacti John M. Worth. 
JRAVIENEANY age tee Eo inte: bro ohare ATO TUN USGSitens aieversistere Jesse G. Henshaw. 
TREES ale) os een oi o oon ANUS MIGY ALOE Snook Joseph A. Worth. 
ISANIGAD SoHo anioeecie AUG 2 SU Senta oer Jesse G. Henshaw. 
ENA CUO lors.) hese es epee sta JUIES PX EIB 5G ope D. B. Beckerdite. 
UNA LSTO NA Mcualeisvena acc ore ate Pah W/o KS SIS OS anc Se 
HReMheT Oe e ereeveycveicisetes ences Sept OilSGsen cere Archibald McLean, 
ACU OMA re-set bauer Ai ei SeptenlOnSGoce . een Allen M. Tomlinson, 
WET OE Caan a. aes acne Sis Septaglisnl S63epne tae Worth & Daniel. 
Bice tout sete nse Wein ayee Sepia IVS Gates. cae Floyd Julian. 
UAL OTST era, acl tstats.c chshe fey Septlo S63 nec ae Barzillai G. Worth. 
Rae ye fe Ss ene io ace Septc2d S63 sera eit 
IRRITANT acs eats ae eloios INO Varo tS Ocuua eateeear Thomas J. Wilson, 
HEN uLglo ger Ste tate et Sevexc toe Dee Sel BOS ace David G. Worth. | 
PE vail) G imeeus Me «alee stat sw Deck 24 si Soler i William J. Long. | 
PROC LOUNGE vievctunte snceretere (Deco CGS emer William J. Yates. 
Aeon feeaus conccre Son ote IDYBOs o PAGSIUCTARIS Stas Sea wic A. M. Tomlinson & Sons. 
IREU AA Foe cars ia a ae JAM Dp LOO4 cry ems Zebulon B. Vance. 
Nieto aameen emai piers i thcks AN. gil OSA y.rieimvc rye Joshua Boner. 
HRoei ere ers ook sc, eee AN he OMS GA cone Alfred G. Foster. 
TRE ESIC WC ICG RBI Ee ans 2 COA Ne a eer J. J. Jackson. : 
Rieter brats arta srs cave Jano SUL SG Aenea -Darius H. Starbuck, 
IRER IEG Sy a8 BS oun hee Heb mags COs serene eee A. L. Lamb oe 
IXBUISSGN nese a er ree TG 2 ME se Hes Darius H. Starbuck. _ 


CORRESPONDENCE OF JONATHAN Worth. 


PLACE. 

LEEW ESSE oe ee Se ee Feb. 

ANGLO emerge re iceercyoue Nis ers Feb. 

TREWIS ey ob ca eee ee Feb. 

JESU KGS Vet are eo es ees a Feb. 

ACLS coe cote eice lores cfm s Feb. 

BENG GT Dees iey vatoyete cr <Vaysrers Feb. 

TRU Ve en a Aer eer TENS Feb. 

Hal CNM temresica icc cire onic Feb. 

HNGILOUEREY Fo.gaseteioie « Siele os. Feb. 

BEMEDR OT OR aan or sche cls 03s Mar. 
JRO U ET a RN oes earn Mar. 
AN CUGMIM, cot. cre ee sys 3, Mar. 
ACTON UE Nners-6 he ores ae) ee Apr. 
EMICL OM Rise 5 ')ere fens eae Apr. 
LEST d Nes Sete So eee eer Apr. 
INDIGENT SOBRE Soteana te: Apr. 
pivetler one ries 's, os) clots chseyat Apr 

LEER LCT We AS nee ees June 
TRING Ne anaes oe Sere June 
TReEICTI Sd Ds 288 oe SAP ee eto June 
Ise Bn eb area eestor June 
Rew Gin Ba ae on wats June 
NAL CION Oe as wisest ors vets July 
[DQG 25 GR coe secoc July 
LUISGN, sA25 sarge cero July 
eaeIO Mets. cia fee o}-eta ar July 
JESGY Fr 2 tees ee aes July 
HVALCIOH es pveielscieace > -rox July 
HLT mete vans fevatehe ose: vehne' July 
FSG Ke Th ae eee July 
ROTO ee SUM oiefoin 2 (oo) AUS 
URES fad th AN SIR Bera Ate aes Fe 
TRAE Beads SGme ale Aug. 
IRR yoo peace Aug. 
EVAL ieee eet avs ores choses Aug. 
IREUOTA TS Se Aen gone dee ar Aug. 
INCI Cte Cope en coool Sept. 
IRIE TON cee Bie ipower Sept. 
VALOIS We tne. seal eee! oe) n<< Sept. 
TRAY GEN. ho dio adkxeta a Sept. 
velo Icey tle.0's! ay otane Oct. 

Ine) oi 58 ee Ree Oct. 

TAU Ker Pid is, SANS = aaa hen antes Noy. 
al CIO erence so wiers > Noy. 
Reel or so etaryalesel soto \: Nov. 
IMPIIGIET, Sole osname e Dec. 


FELT OM Mra fel atone! ohel a. /ed> Dee. 


DATE, WRITTEN TO 

GAO AE ers ane John Pool. 

SH SG4 Fo neta. J. J. Jackson. 

Sel S GGA erase John M. Worth. 
OEMS Ca aia. s,csetele William J. Long. 
ROS G4 ror teas Daniel Worth. 
TSCA cers teers David G. Worth. 
AACS OAT neyeucreiecre George Makepeace. 
VG PUS64 Sees cnee ous Daniel L. Russell. 
US; US 64. econo. William Brown. 
DOUG a aes ae 

5; 1864.5 ose stas Darius H. Starbuck. 
28s VSG64 cee sonnel Patrick H. Winston, Jr. 
DISPURGAaE et eras David G. Worth. 
Ze NSO eeisicce stone James Russell. 
2Sy 1864.5 case os William W. Holden. 
25, 1864 0% cd. od a Jackson: 

SOS SGA Tectia cts.s J. J. Jackson. 

Si BO Ae e roter eecys William A. Graham. 
B71 SO Dsaere ster David G. Worth. 

D1 Vege eek oy! olecan eae Charles R. Thomas. 
HORUS GAM ate eye ths David G. Worth. 
BO ASO decreas sate Zebulon B. Vance. 
Ca Bol Ci: Se cera David G. Worth. 

Tp ABC4e oso mrs bore Joseph A. Worth. 

8, 1864 ean eres Zebulon B. Vance. 
SrA SOA te alee eres David G. Worth. 
V2 SOAs. «cles Joseph Newlin. 

TSP LS64Ei Ss ae Allen M. Tomlinson. 
TSCA 6 4awtces caster ote J. J. Hamlin. 

GST SCO 4e sre Aas ccops I. Jarrett. 

Su USG4r ee sare John M. Worth. 

GH S6420-Fareaes David G. Worth. 
LoS Ee cscs te veces J. J. Jackson. 

20 S645 eaecottee a David G. Worth. 
OT MBG Arras chere,clo W. F. Brookshire. 
ZOTAR GA. wa crete John L. Brown. 
LS GAciertote are His daughter. 

UG ABO cece svexs Robert Bingham. 
DOS OA an sate cerare H. E. Colton. 

PS SUS GA Man. chee leusie Worth & Co. 
VS OS rete, cote Henry K. Burgwyn. 
DARUSOAS efercerate "oe David G. Worth. 
LOPES G 4 rake tavererey a Joseph A. Worth. 
18, 1864s seiate «0 Giles Mebane. 

LON 18645 . sc:ssctere'e Richard 8. Donnell. 
BONS G64 cleo -e0 Alfred G. Foster. 
DNS OA hects cletsel« David G. Worth. 


Cr 


6 Nortu Carortrna Histrortcat ComMIssion. 


PLACE 
REELS TY We 0, ofeveie.c also eins Jan. 
INGNELO LV stein eyepeiers se nice DAD 
NHULGL OMe rer ccvievers.)s/elensite ri Jan. 
EVOLOLEcrc vivrsnej eve: ere oooh els Jan. 
ERE LOUS DIN eo whnie oly cise) bra Jan. 
USEDLGT PL soko scies dsekeitecwie! si Jan. 
RAGIN. ico ice os AD. 
IRENA Tolpis Goo anron Jan. 
IR SIGS FEAT 5 a's Gg) olbid o capa Jan. 
PREVIOTO Ne eh ccherciete oern nas Feb. 
IRAE Oa Se eenescceso ne Oe Feb. 
Tnepleio Hitestcnentces xery- so Feb. 
TREVOR Wi ne o:gibig ao GromoLs Feb. 
TIRES AVS oie 3 oiore ticiaainn Mar. 
IMENT Ghlogigacao aon 6 Mar. 
TR OOEING SR Sot qolomnraieretes Mar. 
ANGI hiwe chews ote ssete ole Mar. 
inp a Kn) She peo Bag goon 4 Mar. 
VAM ENOMME uoravarsusyotnctsye ete Mar. 
1 ROE IANS icy Ginieipicince ae Mar. 
ROOTED ns on creleyece oie eyehe Mar. 
VALET ON see eiranshs craic tovaketa Mar. 
TEs pSV ed oly) Beeeeee DOs CGE Mar. 
PREM eTO TAL. to elsrenctorsfetclets Mar. 
TAIT nob come poo qbas: Apr. 
ARON INE Vee atee loyal aiseake Apr. 
FG MECTISDOLOMaiolsstals clare Apr. 
Greensboro ........:..Apr. 
InGaN, ob onde rcoaooF Apr. 
Company’s Shops ..... Apr. 
Mallet oiese a ncteiensiaitetorers) = July 
IRE ENG] hw Che Powaraeeadoe July 
AR ALOT ere me ate le tlchere cashes July 
Va Orcas Fa et tede hdedenbacs July 
HREICAC Ak OS emencaearetrs July 
EVM OTO Dia ci apele chase) s(e sits Aug. 
INCI ETEdII ES Hein ence mine Aug. 
RLOLO NU vovevale, #2 shapers: Aug. 
MREULO TEM itary she lenel ea siete fous Aug. 
AA LCIO Mast separa Wevesclnatere Aug. 
HST vse sie sealinen on re Aug. 
NAOT YE eae eticte cats sehe Aug. 
RALET OT egeyrie sire L Aug. 
IRENA NS os dino Geer ne Doe: Aug. 
TRESS BBS hp orb mete Aug. 
RR aLet er Nie ienet serecusrtys ail ste Ang. 
Radel oh ges 8 che oO TES 


DATE, WRITTEN TO 
LRTSC Ses state oes John M. Worth. 
DB, USOO's 2 capers Josiah Turner, Jr. 
SRIBBD its onc avert 

VBNLSODiawe ete ane David G. Worth. 
US, SOD ct acenel J. M. Parrott. 
LB USGS re-create A. V. Sullivan. 
LE IS65 22 snus eee. Odell, 
FASC Oe ct scs 4 piete J. J. Jackson. 
SO; ISGbiais oe eee Worth & Co. 

OP USO bas ceten soe John M. Worth. 
AS SCD ra os ae ee David G. Worth. 
LS SES GBs a arene ts eee David L. Swain. 
WOMB ES. Peele *..John M. Worth. 

NUS OD Ne mere John M. Worth. 

TNS 6%» Joos J. J. Jackson. 

DSO Octet stare wets J. J. Jackson. 

42,1 865.. iNe cs 2h eee aha PACKSOR- 

Pt, LS 6S ao ieeesks ane J. J. Jackson. 
US A SGo ci eee J. J. Jackson. 
14S GD tiie esas S. S. Jackson. 
QOSASGo yore ans J. J. Jackson. 
DISSGatane wees J. J. Jackson. 
ZI MSG sic. ceeietors J. J. Jackson. 
SL IS6Do. tase J. J. Jackson. 

LOTS GBs. che anges J. J. Jackson. 

ZS OO wares ton eee J. J. Jackson. 

Dj SOO. erase J. J. Jackson. 

SyeliSGbeee soos J. J. Jackson. 

OLB OD reacts J. J. Jackson. 
DIES Cicero te J. J. Jackson. 
ZIM865. cies esos iW: Pi-Pugh. 

26; 18Gb 4 sere C. B. Dibble. 

Asia Kelana 5) aft N. H. D. Wilson. 

DS MSGO acai ceteers Swepson, Mendenhall & Co. 
SMS eee G5 on ole Joseph A. Worth. 

Br1SGRs eer ee David G. Worth. 
TE ES ODivo ater Calvin H. Wiley. 
TRL SG Oi Sects cees J. L. Bason. 

TON Shorea N. H. D. Wilson. 

WMI C Oe ten, Zebulon B. Vance. 
LOMISGo eee David G. Worth. 
L8SUSCOr ce sicns Andrew Johnson. 
LSSUS OD etmanee ae R. S. French. 
BPS GS nee W. B. Stephens. 
22,1865.........Edwin G. Reade. 
BS, 1805 rs age J. L. Hathaway & Sons. 


PA al UL ied pase & George W. Swepson. 


. CORRESPONDENCE 


PLACE DATE 

HERETO Fat Fy ha! cde Siar <uasel od Aug, 24, 1865 
PATON Bec) -t oho evel ti <yptors L Aug. 25, 1865 
PRU OLO Dera welstr Sestak See Aug. 30, 1865 
Paelele hiv. siege sss -Aug. 31, 1865 
BER MICIE MMos ascoai (21% oles Sept. 1, 1865 
NUE ere Sept. 2, 1865 
EVENLG TDF e ts aoc) sheds tous) otish Sept. 2, 1865 
eae rer ater vey teicro te oars 2: Sept. 5, 1865 
iNGUGIGHY amos a qahanior Sept. 5, 1865 
PESTS Stace cr fut feos ahs Sept. 7, 1865 
PVaelceliicisn alsigia sve.stsststan: Sept. 9, 1865 
ALC TE ter tales ar tala spore Sept. 9, 1865 
PEN CIO Me tah. cxcactens once Sept. 9, 1865 
LRCNICTESS OMIA GNSS Ree as ee ea Sept. 11, 1865 
URGE GTA Seah saree rine Sept. 11, 1865 
Rete hie 352 oo, 2 ache Sept. 11, 1865 
Pralero Bertie, 0 Pens ints sae Sept. 14, 1865 
1 HES Ae rae Sept. 14, 1865 
Ea LOREM eres dros etsy e ts Sept. 15, 1865 
TEA ILGT Ed 0S a ae enna Sept. 15, 1865 
1 ONGS Ha CIN Ba eae, eRe aie Sept. 20, 1865 
[Xen] erred TORS scion een Sept. 23, 1865 
[PONS CDS ges pao eRe Sept. 24, 1865 
Radeiot cc. acces. Sept. 27, 1865 
VICT ye teaecc) ok Bios ase Sept. 29, 1865 
PVURCT ON Bt dence 3) si(oj0ie!2-o cor Sept. 29, 1865 
AOU Nr ree sets repo Sept. 29, 1865 
Te, SA gia peor Sept. 29, 1865 
ACI e eee) strona eis 2G -018« Oct. 6, 1865 
[gh 2 lees BO Aree Oct. 10, 1865 
LGW EEO Tees ee Be Oct. 11, 1865 
Ra OLOTMea ay Peels foc! 2 jose Oct. 16, 1865 
RAL eT ae Ses uch «re ts pclae Oct. 17, 1865 
LEGS (oie oplones cognac Gct. 17, 1865 
Pah Grey Oe a a peat Oct. 18, 1865 
IPGL Soci roe Oct. 18, 1865 
TERI ne Ban eos Oct. 18, 1865 
HA CLO eee sels ays vete en had Oct. 18, 1865 
A LOE saes8l's) oyoheiie's, wfc ke Oct. 18, 1865 
alot Wee et isis one coroste Oct. 20, 1865 
Us i ees Oct. 20, 1865 
IRIS the Ss cree GaeeeONG OO Oct. 20, 1865 
ical Kemet 62 4 cei oo GeRG oe Oct. 21, 1865 
HALOS Meee or cectaed nelle @ on Oct. 21, 1865 
INEST (ee ope selene Oct. 23, 1865 
TENN Ao ot Aet seo ne Oct. 23, 1865 
Re] Gio IG sete: o el seexsusyet see Oct. 28, 1865 


oF JONATHAN WorTH. 


WRITTEN TO 


E. England. 
William C. Smith. 
Darius H. Starbuck. 
REAG Cacho S. S. Jackson. 
Nereus Mendenhall. 
Calvin H. Wiley. 
Francis L. Hawks. 


Bs ee J. J. Jackson. 

ae Na ot N. H. D. Wilson. 
Oe eR EES 3 Zebulon B. Vance. 
Jackson. 
aie MeL: J. C. Skeen. 
Barzillai G. Worth. 
William H. Oliver. 
James A. Bryan. 
Andrew Hunt. 
Jesse Walker. 
Spier Whitaker. 
C. B. Mallett. 
eee Spier Whitaker. 
B. Moffitt. 

Aronia ise George W. Dill. 
William Clark. 

eo toes Israel G. Lash. 
Sep ae Darius H. Starbuck. 
Riccar J. J. Jackson. 
Vegas George Makepeace. 
ea ets iain J. J. Jackson. 


bie Sha ee M. Jarrell. 


Ron ai John Pool & Lewis Thompson. 


Sotnotatees William W. Holden. 
Cee eae John Pool. 

hapten Cease Beajamin S. Hedrick. 
A. W. Ingold. 
William W. Holden. 
Allen M. Tomlinson. 


ses agahtetep The people of North Carolina. 


Ce tae Zebulon B. Vance. 
th, aise eae HE. M. Welborn. 

At TOs DROP Barzillai G. Worth. 
Biron eee Benjamin §. Hedrick. 
Francis E. Shober. 
J. W. Payne. 

P. R. Harden. 


General Thomas H. Ruger. 


Gen. Thomas H. Ruger. 


Thomas Branch & Sons. 


8 
PLACE 

RED GL OT arciieve ce iNeliexe ys hee Oct. 
INOW Kd SS aor Ip OIO shy Or Oct. 
Ral eae ae spa ao aoe Novy. 
TRAN Pee Seo o o pono cmac Nov 
iad Geena nes on OF Novy. 
PTET OM wetehaiais  eiekessishe Nov 
IRMUGTEN G2 5S anon abo oc Nov 
Ren eked ny Sefeinintor cote. Lud Nov 
IRR BGS OG mao ya ae Nov. 
IRE IKEA crn cdo o ox) ia. czs Dec 
INGWCH sth Seno oapp oo bo Dec. 
ING Slog oo odo oUt Dec. 
RBIS TAT. 34 56.0 olsaloag soc Jan. 
INSIEA Oo aA coc ap creen nk Jan. 
i venledolieyipcktc crn seueeo lls 
URAL Gio lravete os /a.o:s, sys 10 oe Jan 
IRCWISAN  San.curtee 4 ola de Jan. 
IRON KKAN 55 Baie nooo ib 
REHM i Sa es odin como 6 Jan. 
val el ghieki nies « sxe eleacioe alle 
TRICHY = Seesigioe pib-o Oe ade Jan. 
IBC ood nose nonac Jan 
INOIGIEA I nd ate ms doo Jan. 
TREWUOY Fl deacon yGlbera c.g cass Jan 
VALET OD = he atelereyacoht aise sts Jan. 
vader larfietersteustyayere set Jan. 
IRAE GabinG annie oak Jan. 
Ra OIC Ne es oes archaic Jan. 
Aver ees ce. peyerete evete te Jan. 
FRAIL SH ER gate nee eyenet Jan. 
Real etoile sa Ws eee Jan. 
EV ULOLO UL seeyaie otittaous ni steieiaie Feb. 
ialale by Nera ineiaae oe cele Feb. 
aleipliien asters sects Feb. 
Raleiohum..cist ten cree Feb. 
TR ARLe lor ete aan seers Feb. 
vale lo inated pein sere Feb. 
Ralleie his sstrs se ussr agers Feb. 
TRI Lora nse ate ee munca Feb. 
TRE MVen inet hit ead) ae Feb. 
Rallelohters si uaee es Feb. 
IREUICEAN Gee aa igedion aoe Feb. 
Uvaleloie ssc. ottette oni Feb. 
ale oh cates Feb. 
ial ClO Me eerie econ Feb. 
a lelp Dves.scistam eerie Feb, 


LEVON cacccet penne "eb, 


Nortu Carotma HisrorrcaL CoMMIssIoNn. 


DATE. WRITTEN TO 
D5 VECO 2. sarees John L. Brown. 
25, 1865..... rye Wwe eee te 
Sil B Gb act cieisie D. G. and J. A. Worth. 
Ql OUR aie ae serices D. G. Worth. 
Pai eal ok 2a aca, Dee P. R. Harden. 
23 -e1 BO Dis eteneirresels John M. Worth. 
QBS SOS. cious are Col. Eliphalet Whittlesey. 
DANVEGO raisvess sore 
Dig aU Digek oes C. B. Dibble. 
G2 SGaRe ace 
L5xT B65. c 2. «lore Gen. Thomas H. Ruger. 
30; 1865; ..5-.:. The people of North Carolina. 
Biel SOG strc oe sete C. C. Curtis. 
Se SOO msec W. A. Caldwell and others. 
Bre. BOG5 Crem es William A. Albright. 
Sil SOGe ea eeree W. C. Benbow. 
OPUS66ns cece R. J. Powell. 
OF USGC% -1-,doveiss George W. Logan. 
OMUS 6G Rehm ces Maleolm Townsend. 
OP TSOG srt ins ieee C. B. Dibble. 
9 866 272 oseis William W. Holden. 
O-V8660. an cee Thomas Branch & Sons. 
iT AS GGixse ae eres Daniel R. Goodloe. 
12 SGC nc. rors: Burgess S. Gaither. 
2 SG Ginette wees William A. Graham. 
TALUS EG easier Benjamin §S. Hedrick. 
QiGRUS CGI eagle lim Gen. Thomas H. Ruger. 
ZORISOG ait. se ae William Foy. 
ZORBOG on Gans, oe Lewis Hanes. 
SORLSCG muerte Gen. Thomas H. Ruger. 
SOWMLSCG ere epaaye Benjamin S. Hedrick. 
Opa SOG tie saree William J. Yates. 
Dra SGGi cc tee Bedford Brown. 
Blk ESAS eG Samuel H. Walkup. 
Dp ALG Giger: tees Thomas C. Fuller. 
DyWl866 ace ee Hugh McCulloch. 
OWES G Oren. cae T. L. Russell. 
UPLANRE SG tog = George Stronach. 
OPT S68 Meese George W. Swepson. 
TA SOGe ce ee William Sloan. 
(halsltighebonos Benjamin S. Hedrick. 
SOUSEGreace eee Nathan Stanton. 
NS ICR Ge magtovaros 
W358 8 GGianenne ee Reverdy Johnson. 
17, 1866........A. M. Tomlinson & Sons. 
20. 1866....+.... Scott Welborn. 
2OVL866aecs eee John Baxter. 


CORRESPONDENCE OF JONATHAN WorTH. 


PLACE. DATE, WRITTEN TO 
INUIGIENE 30 Sagan Gon olin cleisellclcl laurie a John M. Worth. 
WRU OVS sar ayers yeaa = wo March s5,1866: 9.2.26. Swepson, Mendenhall & Co. 
IRE GINS Sie oars eereeeneN Warehit 65a S66). cca Andrew Johnson. 
MAO MR IN eye Ve lerenereisios ies March: S9eS66) cette David L. Swain. 
Ra) SIGNS Gagan eo eee Marenn ld, lS66i05 1st @ Benjamin 8. Hedrick. 
Mele Bee enero oo arch: 15, 1866.2 <2... EK. Beckerdite. 
HEV ALOT ONE scuctotas ais tetas - March 15,1866. .2. 2. E. J. Hale 
Dene O Ialercesradcusy clotare S-cteors March 165 1866.)-.25.-. J. A. Parker Jordan. 
alate Waser atstiner are aren 1618662 ie. cs. Sion H. Rogers. 
JRE Ve) Openers ee ae March 628665 .2....0. David L. Swain. 
Rae Totes cs fee xjeres ete Manchitd( e866) 22.06. George R. Ricketts. 
EAIETON. aac es. 2 asteiene a March 20, 1866..:..... W. J. T. Miller. 
I REIGIER Oa eae eee March 20, 1866..:..... John Baxter. 
HVaeT obese perce aie her syhereMaT Che. NS OG cence sce Calvin H. Wiley. 
J Rau bored a eee enemas Watch 2UeUsSGG6. ssc ce Louis P. Griffith. 
VAT CUS ict e: lei =, ash crs, kee March 21, 1866; 22..... Patrick H. Winston. 
PeMlOlO Marte ee are cts oe ve ACN 22, L8OGcs os 2 ha Nereus Mendenhall. 
eONEI MM ee ete re ein ctieys s S TON 20, W866 c 2. aie. Henry C. Bullmy. 
MOU hae Neaate vie. aie. a jae March 29; 1866::5:.:.. John H. Wheeler. 
TAAL] ocean ea March 26,1866.:.:.... Hugh MeCulloch. 
[REIGTOES  O es ere March 26, 1866..:..... Sion H. Rogers. 
PVCU OT ear spelen. ceaspa. oh ies March 29, 1866:....... George W. Brooks. 
[SSP GSES SRE ee ae March 29, 18667....... Nereus Mendenhall. 
1 RL CTEd aera ne omer March 31, 1866.......<. Robert R. Heath. 
SEU ESV 01 Ae le ee March’ 31, 1866-.....:. Calvin H. Wiley. 
SRDS Th a rec a era 2g ial be Sera Gb ao cos Gen. Thomas H. Ruger. 
VAC TOM eeeae ons) a aexen cee os April pel 86 Greer Robert R. Heath. 
iealoio mere eerie ee NPIL 3, VSOOs ore «nets Léonidas C. Edwards. 
INTIS OSs Japs eee: April’ 4, 1866.5...5..- John A. Gilmer. 
veiled or Dongerere lcci eh ie are = iA April <4'866 5 sa... -- Gen. Thomas H. Ruger. 
EDICTS a ciaxsicl tse. e 4 5'0. April” 4711866 222 a. Charles R. Jones. 
Rees eae Si as. ain April 4, 1866-.523...« John Livingston. 
IRnIETOAT 46) Gia Got eaaernoee April "4; 1866.5... ae. Gen. Thomas H. Ruger. 
EVAL e LOU meen cts rc maior ce April ee OS 065s ccnor. Gen. Thomas H. Ruger. 
IRENA, Sao une eee Aprile 6,180 G2r.- sirer, S. H. Helsebeck. 
MANETS AM rate tts elles eto. o © April’ 671866 x4. m2 «2 R. J. Powell. 
IRRIIG lI" Od coe paein oor PAINE OpEUSO Or aatesere aie Tod R. Caldwell. 
ANCES Mapiartcyen stele cs.c ste oy 500 ATT E=6, USOC iain... aa James R, Love. 
VAN CT Deseeteysierctsite.o ole ince & April 67 FSO6ss ser. Lewis Hanes. 
Tiel) Wad ao Pacer ace Pee April 71866-22640. - Col. Eliphalet Whittlesey. 
Nal etd ae iG oceenmonocs AMIN 11501 OO Oras c1-lalen. Thomas L. Eckert. 
Wp el eile Psat assrcis aio es eyo. Gp sthitncouao cm Walter L. Steele. 
vail ei oi asieyetr. s.arsvercres April 9,1866:.:..... Benjamin S. Hedrick. 
J eu Res ed a epee orem ONO EXEL ON SOG) aroren re J. J. Jackson. 
yan Sod Oe tas aR bineistec April 15, 1866 ..J. J. Jackson. 
BAL CTO Dire. tet eleigr sev onena Aprile V62'8662. 22007 Col. Eliphalet Whittlesey. 
alederlian.atesssaressyousnsiete 4) NT UGH 866% fevecis Zebulon B. Vance. 


10 
PLACE 

inva elec. Gena Biro Ge p Oca b April 
PR LOLS D1.) «1.2/0 avin ivi aves'e April 
1a k=) Fed Cai ep Oe April 
Raleigh .3.5......+006 April 
IRE) Saige Seaanorp Occ April 
GOIOM Bashers ilerslers ele April 
PRAVLGLO Lahey, vey ouelei evn clraxctele April 
IRE cobb OM tooo or April 
IRE. Rabie Soo boe 08 April 
INGOT, oa poe ooue o April 
IRENE, Gap gowom.e sD a5 April 
CREM Titan oS 8 arrciereto 00 April 
NOH Cowie moo bot. April 
INCHES SY Bek 65.0 0 cen April 
Thy TEAM Ge OS Ging ub aoc April 
IRON Bee cleans One April 
IRENA od elon eo geo Bp April 
Hu O1 Oo eaiecttoaeye eons, meats April 
INBIGEAN, cuimated on ao OS April 
IRE dite coco aa aia aio 8 April 
INGA As o dace boos April 
TILSEN “h5.5 hada au eco April 
IRENE) Doss Fe ogo Oe April 
INEM non Boo Ooo uO bOOS April 
INANE Bo ao cdGonaadas April 
INAS Bb 5 podaaomudo< April 
IReW edn Romrais cyeeig Silos April 
a lerohw as nie ero stele April 
TREMISAN Gals cid 5g 0983180 April 
IRaly seta ogon ooo ook April 
IRIE Rosood age oboe: April 
IRAN STOW Seis dis ORBEA OOD April 
IRENE Ge Sine Sistas oOo April 
VDE Leite opastonsy totreleiouctons April 
INDIE 56 oe ohn eeon 6 May 
IREW IE Go pcciokaa woo ook May 
TREN CSEAY AR cod cng yh vrouis May 
IRRIIGSEA CoPe och Actes Cow May 
Raleigh ita. sian sete May 
Vee Hawes ce wariene asters May 
AVALeT io. -relacpowaye tee reben May 
REN GS Fd ne IES Bees ol eateries May 
Houle rerhiey avers orecteice et re May 
JEU Ede oe a races crouch May 
AM OLOI Ritia ors cance Cees May 
Hau e1 Oliva ata cpoyats fave, Mh ececatcte May 
UNeLeL ear, i cts vetarane Sverre: May 


Norte Carorina Historica CoMMISSION. 


DATE. WRITTEN TO 
TV RESOGe nae John D. Whitford. 
LALO Oa ser aes Thomas M. Holt. 
LigeliS OOM Sa Anre John D. Whitford. 

LS, ISEG Sess Benjamin 8. Hedrick. 
AS RaL SOO went cess P: BP. Mart: 
18;-1866);....:% . Mi As Jobe: 

UD LS OG er crete Gen. Thomas H. Ruger. 
OPUS GC Gronks P. J. Connor. 

WO MS6O ccc Stephen D. Pool. 

PAIS A eX et tasiinle ieice Atlas J. Dargan. 

ZOM IS 66iAus no eee W. H. Wheeler. 

202 SCG se da ae te Andrew Johnson. 

ZOUSCC ae ses Benjamin S. Hedrick. 

DO MUSGOL ars ce-ch William B. Buchanan. 

2186642 he cn 5 Nereus Mendenhall. 

DSR SOOs a pate eae Nereus Mendenhall. 

234 860s o cress totes Thomas L. Veil. 

ZORLS ECO crstetares Benjamin S. Hedrick. 

JS OG lek John Pool, 

PAS I Rekeh see eee Or Benjamin S. Hedrick. 

QE SG6625 ses cas John A. Gilmer. 

DOI S66. moe oon Zebulon B. Vance. 

PAT I ESL 8 wana ese . 

25, 1866.2... <i. John M. Morehead, 

ZO, SCG. sie.crs. <2 Gen. Thomas H. Ruger. 

ZOMSGG.S so t4 et Andrew Johnson. 

PATE Itsinl Ope ence James H. Everett. 

DSAMBSOG A camucte nes Mrs. Ebenezer Emmons. 

2850 866s ar ees Josiah Turner, Jr. 

Pacwal ilies cig oan: Alfred G. Foster. 

Bos SGGr cerca Benjamin S. Hedrick. 

SUR ESOGIr: tsapotars Benjamin S. Hedrick. 

eiibehsvaiter a caee Joseph A. Worth. 

BOBLSGCR eat Mrs. J. J. Blankard. 
Deed 8 OGipet cere, res Benjamin S. Hedrick. 
ABO GL cree ohh Patrick H. Winston. 
ASSO Olam oie William F. Craige. 

4S 1 S66 seats David Cobb. 

A) SG G2 wehbe ocr William H. Seward. 

AS SOG aie ners ere R. J. Powell. 

AA SOG Rescate e P. Murphey. 

Ol SCOsectre tens William H. Worth. 

DL OOG eerste vee Lewis Hanes. 

HUIS 6Gseey eee D. Mallard. 

Dy LS OGcen se a.cer Thomas S. Kenan. 

GULSGG 2 menace John Pool. 

TEAS GG ce ae B. 8. Hedrick. 


CORRESPONDENCE OF JONATHAN WorrTH. 


PLACE 

TAIT) Stes Oe May 
TRA GN Ro a Boe ee May 
PNULC TOU Peter iets a. sselesevere.o 3 May 

RAMOS OFM as Maas cvcyeiss 6s 2 May 
Pan OR ADE Stedeo areciarsone cS May 
Het OT Sc <erecsre ci.tcicie aps Mary. 
PREIS scs5 cle s/s = she's « Mayr 
PHOTO Dice asaevajerere ccc ae May 
LCAUIOTG Ce ane ee May 
IE GUGTE2 TR eee eee May 
IEEE GT eae May 
PNepleder bien. niorec = = ire i May 
UNI PE ee ee May 
ENRCTO DOE nae fararays ho ses May 
BAROLO pyeleleree. Samara chs: 0's May 
INGLY 6c SSB ape oor May 
TED ene ia ae eee May 
VAN CIE Hikes seisunchraiclere «=e May 
ale Rs... 2. ies May 
RecN SE Orel satel shors ley = May 
(Se RopGme naa teeeior May 
INSISTENT An SSeS ao eaeiee May 
HAL CRS HM cuales ons varie a May 
[RGGI SS om Spina ore May 
ISGSICID OS aaecpioe cere May 
‘3d 0 Re sae eee May 
PUSS Map aet a (o ors e-nitnsapinyes May 
LMENIE Ga 09 Geo eae oaorarid May 
BMT ee sie yo 21a arS%~,01 5.0 © June 
IE POLCTE fey He co oS = avn os June 
UOT OTe eeatras i5( ocho tee! a= June 
EVALOL leiers 3 oe senses 6 xs June 
TAH GAT? celal ie oR aetrro June 
CULO Meester e'sl'oic. sie che olde June 
TRIG GATS ae a en eee June 
BECANC LOD eeu. leycierFonens acc June 
EOUGTAUS bee Oa ODES June 

Ra KD oS OO pO OEe June 
IRI GCN Ae eee June 
EVO UM Wea lote ctay aie) oh oh or June 
Wenleto Nae ie) toneicisie, «v1 UNE 
LALO ST enue cesie (oho ole es o's June 
VIET O Nigireeyarase saves ye June 
PLOTS Deere exemecel otoregare ieie'e June 
Malet ghiars is. / eles otea steer June 
RESIN Dole aigoarcoms of June 
ERLE Ol eet Moya score feel su caehae June 


a 


DATE, WRITTEN TO 
it SOGcre meer Dawson A. Walker. 
OSG Gis wes oe Edwin M. Stanton. 

2 SG Gero: Walter A. Thompson. 
DRS GG seer tere yo S. L. Fremont. 

ZU S 6 Gen, restate William A. Graham. 
LACUS GOS oy. sevcen’s Hamilton C. Jones. 
TASIS6C 5s net D. Mallard. 

NAS NSCGs Seki cous John H. Wheeler. 

WAS S66 eo eenalee R. J. Powell. 

PASI S GGL vecar-cchs aie Benjamin 8. Hedrick. 
AMS GG ecm ietes GC. C. Henderson. 

15, 1866........ Gen. Thomas H. Ruger. 
VG USEC es pero William Murphy. 
GMS COE ch ce J. W. Osborne. 

i, 1866232... Je He Jackson: 
LASERS oto a W. L. Kistler. 

LS US G6 Gia cae teres Benjamin 8. Hedrick. 
USS S6G Sore Charles F. Haigh. 
TONUSOG es ask George C. Round. 
NOUS CG. cane ane Zebulon B. Vance. 
PVAUSCGs acne Asa Biggs. 

ZI NSOGt eee tte Andrew Hunt. 

2221 SOG sarees Je ©.) Bain: 

DISTSOO seem iente Andrew Johnson. 

POP ISGbas eee L. 8. Gash. 

Doel SOG ts ole terest Andrew Johnson. 

281 SOG cert es 6s Alexander H. Jones. 
DORI SC Grease Robert Bingham. 
DAISCGicut 6 sector Augustus 8. Merrimon. 
A Wot OMAN AION Jaden wbewis: 

OLS OG recrels fetes Andrew Johnson. 

O25 1S866 cen. ae. Andrew Johnson. 
OPES GG riers George W. Brooks. 
PMNSCGr se se see Hugh McCulloch. 
M3 el BEC Gres oeekeet People of North Carolina. 
Wel OOrec adem Gen. Thomas H. Ruger. 
3 el OOO tar eee James L. Orr. 
VON S66 Re. Benjamin §. Hedrick. 
DiS USC Gite bean ere Hugh McCulloch. 
V4 USCGeee. 2 3. 
1U5 hell doreeneta eno J. M. Coffin 
UG LS OG Arras Benjamin 8. Hedrick. 
MPU SOGieteceteret Zebulon B. Vance. 
USLSCG oes erence William H. Seward. 
US TaUSCG ne pork es Hugh McCulloch. 
US SES OG ots, aicds, ke Hugh McCulloch. 
ORI SEGa tok hte a. Hugh McCulloch. 


12 
PLACE 

INAUHEI Soe eo oc chal Gol: June 
INNO G5 6 555 Oooo do une June 
IN okal Sooo amoan mon cae¢ June 
UREUL OL Oe ercnststuticksl Menelely June 
INGE Sonoe coboash ad June 
IRPVKMENGY “ai As Goud doo Ob June 
INCUKETONT e.g ag aot ois oor June 
Tee eal iio cin Gen atee 8 Oye June 
IRGHKEHOI Gryo pro op Cog e & June 

Menke, Gosooquegoasc June 

Renketedl iol eaboom oo a cusb ils 
IReMered tg 6.8 sintiao oo nb oo June 
ICH ICA 5 OAS Sapo moo sal bale 
INPUKO CA Gb a ceamon.6 oom June 
TENGE ido 918 sd.6 ao Bor June 
JREDETGA Te GIG B bionoun Gon 6 June 
TREN eIG Phe 6 cuba gue ae June 
REN Oe oe oon gaa oo 0 June 
ACT OL eehent ete eacieuten Ue 
IRE eB pee eis mAlWen te! 
IRCUI CAN 6 mo cmon 0 Ub SUS 
HRALCT OUR: eye ke ethnical Jume 
IREWIONGANS icy 8 eagnG mE 5 June 
valle chiens statist ee-ty ete July 
IRMGIG So ocanuocee 1s July 
ING WOMEN Ae noo mola sams ool uU hy 
TRACT OA ciisvennesiene ae ered LAL 
INVER once ot aon tens. © July 
INAV EWG CBiboo doce aw ons hhy 
Up aLeTw lier ba-cen eget sees July 
valet o ier uch cuts July 
aero Nuana.et reset July 

REISE Oe pega tame Mes Or July 
IRENE, Aodh5 come doo ne July 
EVALOIOM tastes nteetera ye July 
ALO Ohad ee reve ato July 
Raleigh mecnmcei se July 
Tig! el hae oe ee anciaech sei July 
aioli tern far aeebeve cra July 
iad let oth apa tas eo cer eyets July 
alleiaihinste es selec aces July 
valet hye veh tcetes,c cots July 
RAL OLO Later eppnmes a, Aone July 
IRENE mc oG pith ah ab July 
PR gleioh yess suns July 
ve TON ee thee nce July 
REUSE S otis a do6oge 8 es July 


Norru Carortina HisroricaL CoMMISSION. ~ 


DATE. WRITTEN TO 
WON ES G6 25 sees oe James G. Ramsey. 
LOS SC6G ne eee John M. Morehead. 
TONS GG 1. ereg James L. Orr. 

DON BSG ceraett anes B. 8. Guion. 

20, BGG ita eerie Alex. M. Davis. 
PAA Obs ae Or Augustus S. Merrimon. 
DAR USGS 2 cceheie « James M. Leach. 

DAS UB GCirer etree Benjamin S. Hedrick. 
Gu SOO). t erect etens Benjamin §. Hedrick. 
vals Slip Arle ac - Eugene Griffin. 

BS. LOO Ory sutton W. W. Land. 

23, 1866.......-Josiah Turner, Jr. 

payed bol 4 Oeaane Nr hone Lewis Hanes. 

PENS OO cistern cleus H. G. Daniels. 

DT MSOOi ness, Hem 2 D. A. Davis. 

Dig USOC py jouteenele Hugh McCulloch. 

DSA SOO maps sere R. F. Lehman. 

D3 1SC6CR apes F. A. Fuller. 

29 SEG Sacer. c Darius H. Starbuck. 
29, 1866........John M. Morehead. 
ZOTTSEGS Aim sieiee C. C. Clark. 

JRE D8 Seo 5 Benjamin §. Hedrick. 
BOS SOEI ei skee yc Patrick H. Winston. 
re pe LB OGrn seers William H. Seward. 
ASNSEG ots 6's Benjamin 8. Hedrick. 
DH AlSGG eee Dennis D. Ferebee. 

5: 1866... sas James P. Foster. 

Deal SOO Sees Lewis Hanes. 

GY NS LCN Nee ep nes ors J. M. Coffin. 

S2ASOG™ Ree James Wrenn. 

OMISEC cme Benjamin 8. Hedrick. 
Or SGG sees nee Gen. J. C. Robinson. 
GU SOO cee eee /. T. Faircloth. 

Ms ALSGG. se ces oe Hugh McCulloch. 

OPT SGGie seees Tyre York. 

10, 1866........Andrew Johnson. 
LORUSCC ie aes L. S. Gash. 

Wi aS OG ae eee M. F. Arendell. 

LU SBC eens Benjamin 8. Hedrick. 
JNA SGGiieeee a Fred Garner. 

dale SG6ier ae eee J. M. Perry. 

MSG sins sdeee A. E. Rhodes. 
USSG rete Hugh McCulloch. 

LS PISGE ores sos Lewis Hanes. 

TSR S66) on nue James A. Egerstone. 
Ad Ue IheS 8 chy Gages ‘vhomas Webb. 


ZI SOGmmate eee R. L. Abernethy. 


CORRESPONDENCE OF JONATHAN WorrTuH. 


PLACE. DATE. WRITTEN TO 
PAVEL OMG spay (oretes sche aint IMS EZ S66 M..  2 a A. E. Rhodes. 
LREWIGS Od cE a Ss eae ee July 23,1866........ Hugh McCulloch. 
{ROW ICTEA ORS heres ae eae Ot We 24 SOO ha tari.c & Jie E. Lee: 
HV ACAS Nahr iece ko sss) si8 « uly 24s TS6G6.% woe J. W. Alspaugh. 
PROMI OME eG cci'etoicia5~ vie Sees July 25, 18665... /..- Mrs. Joseph S. Jones and others. 
IN 2TGHEN, 5 ou oiae aa cisiaors ely eZ Oy TSG Omcr ore Benjamin 8, Hedrick. 
SCA Mepe Tereie = peyote eo: dtthy2 6265 LSGGor. lots asus Zebulon B. Vance. 
ISOUCT CG Rae eee Sere aR iP aay far ROK Cate a Monee Richmond M. Pearson. 
RTS Die tiorsfatte s0= oerster« A bilyean PADI tcl Sienercreceenan David F. Caldwell. 
RACES TI Re rete + nis /<o'san30re Ol yr 295 LOGGre. sce James Wrenn. 
UOT OAS sos ota c his! ohn. = pal ye 3 Oh L866. ee ae J. J. Jackson. 
[NATHETIOIN Se Spe ese nsicre Srl yee SON USC Ore fo «sneer Patrick H. Winston. 
ISDUGIC Ca Se re Seeeraene mLVe SOS OOhrs «x David F. Caldwell. 
CRO oo fen ete, ao%s ress s:2.0s UiLyaoON SCOR aia et Benjamin 8. Hedrick. 
PANEL Oe ac 3 ore sherorwve Aug. CPUS GG aa pews J. J. Jackson. 
PACT OR ye 0 onere susre sane is Aug. TRS 6 Ginn eet ov J. A. Butner. 
VON TEI ip SS ei ae ere Aug. ESO Omit William A. Allen. 
[GH Se Ne ae ar ee BNP t ee Al Color ow Gen David F. Caldwell. 
HRaleto hres 5 oi. sh. ne A AMT Oem ol SOO se retaiisies: James M. McGowan. 
POI OD crahoxerejetnyene + <= L ANTS. Od SOOM esc. Benjamin §. Hedrick. 
SNCS TG Carsye, feiss). fsa Aniozee 6) 1 SOO sees = 6 David S. Caldwell. 
LUBA Ta eee ie Aug. Vel SOGee nee Thomas C. Fuller. 
TET res Fs ee AMICI Sig LS OGer etn eise R. Piermont. 
PeLOLO Tae ete orefsisl- - 3° Aug. 8, 186GRee sate P. C. Holmes. 
LEAT. 2 aR Oe ig rene ote ea ld Bae SY oT ese L. L. Clements. 
Bias DLE UTED eer erebe vey era. pisses «sist Aner li [5 U80Gre at ele J. M. Whitehurst. 
ALON O Ne eclorscs siuste oreed NT Fed EB Sahl 1 Perey David G. Worth. 
AON LIMe Poe ce cores. oi0 -hoie2e Aine tine Z2 OS USOG re tears Allen Jordan. 
DCT OU eeratecs 28 fes isos soe Aug. 21, 1866.....,..Atlas J. Dargan. 
[EOS oh ae ae AUIS: SEL bBOB re wise): Sion H. Rogers. 
LRALUGTCHy Cain Aenean PATI DA SOO, eierien Nereus Mendenhall. 
RELIG GI SOR aoe eraaece AO 20, L806. eels Benjamin S. Hedrick. 
FECA ROTS Wigeredees cet oa''- ot. kar Jal byte. PAs ANCE DRI Sec dro C. B. Denson. 
ARAM eT OTM tet. nn) oda ave eats 2 PATIO eS. OUG srr. eater. R. EH. Colston, 
L2H Sy ed De ig Reena eee eee, ALD ed beK LSS crea Nereus Mendenhall. 
PEPE TOs oie) sie c= bier oie ve Sept 9-4, 1866) see Joseph R. Jones. 
[NOIIGTE, OBS ata eases cmneae Sept 4 1866 nee vice John A. Gilmer. 
HvatetO De Beak. oc. she Sonesiee Sepus 4518060. an ee James P. Foster. 
SISAL eae atences ty3 aiaerevs/ Sept. 4,1866........Marshall Parks. 
TREWIG od ly (et aig Oceana Sept. 5,1866........J. J. Crawford. 
HVLC TOT cus oh ote cyescieiee 4 Sepia 210, L866 6.) 21. David G. Worth. 
LET (ea ie ie a tier Sept. 5, 1866.....,..James S. Pledge. 
HVAC OMe toe 2. cyese.ste\ e'siole.« Seppe On SO Greer il. Allen M. Tomlinson. 
I NGUIETETC SA mere erica Sept. 6,1866........David F. Caldwell. 
IRICEN os Gop eemOme oe Solty ke Neda aeons Benjamin 8. Hedrick. 
TRAE GIE OS Seam eee: Sept. 7, 1866.,......Jesse Wheeler. 


Tel en SA a oeeor pe SeptecsSy S66. 222- John A. Gilmer. 
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PLACE, 

jaar iy aaron ays coe os Sept. 
LOTTE Cleves she irked achat’ Sept. 
FRAIBT OTIS. cc teie sere tore enclose Sept. 
Ralerg he «© cjene oye) ermveselione Sept. 
IRIE Tal Sola obOrOnom a. Sept. 
Raleigh ..........--:.- Sept. 
INDIO EA Gn pomamo ae 5 Sept. 
IRIE aie S pipe Geers 6 Sept. 
Rael eH.) he 0 os vides Sept. 
REN, Sab oopopomd a Sept. 
Ie (3) Fed Nea oe Gin) O90 Sept. 
INSIST es SopeuwS wou GS Sept. 
TRAKSGly Wp ao ooo Bab oloc Sept. 
IPMN, Sooo oDOAG. Sept. 
IRA Gen, Be weoo cate dee Sept. 
TROIS TE Sohoo.6 om ben oe Sept. 
IREHISIGN, gp aoeoa moot He Sept. 
Iai OGM iiss hia oleic cao oe Sept. 
IRIAN, a5 55 pot ous mos Sept. 
allel hie, estereatsiaic slander Oct. 
alles oie set wre yiercats ete Oct. 
IRALCIO DS ty eet ans arene Oct. 
TREN ed a ea eipicio cls GAIOec Oct. 
VA OT OL aleretcl a cneteret soreness Oct 
dvalerohaan skye creicree Oct 
Valero Dieape not io eis tee Ate Oct 
Fae GUN paler ste «fanless Oct 
Malet ohana «watts sss Oct. 
Ra CL OE Nei acted cuanete eee Oct. 
TEV Grieg As ioscan ODO aS Oct. 
LRH, cence iy fe Ae Oct 
Rally) od Ano aaa Oct. 
Raleigh’ iis.cesaccerioe Oct. 
Raleieh weed. leskidersatis oC Us 
EC OLGI OIG cist) ceyee excrereon Oct. 
RETOUR. 5 sabe teso tenes 8 ayo, ois Oct. 
a Rew (Kod ane Aiken Rn ee Oct. 
INURE in Cirsin Gad ciokD oe Oct. 
EW es teal theta eiease Alsace Oct 
Ralleighyen. aa eure Oct 
Ralei ghee shy dais ciuea Oct. 
RELL icin. tefan aries Oct. 
HNGLOL OME cialaieeietecclers ove Oct. 
ALOT Ot Seat a cose Polecoinens Oxt. 
HValeLph® catatercsteuter cir Oct. 
(Raleigh ) Serta ene waa Noy 
LeH Kid ae SAERG Bioaic aho Nov 
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DATE. é WRITTEN TO 

LOP VEG Bitcre se ate Nereus Mendenhall. 
LOMIBSCGCS tats os Editor of Greensboro Patriot. 
LUV STS OBS acacia ap John A. Gilmer. 
LZ USCC p Acts asta Joseph D. Simmons. 
UZ LSCGs. e ace als Benjamin 8. Hedrick. 
WB TS6G eae aa ee Allen M. Tomlinson. 
LSUSOG seer cetare se James G. Ramsey. 
NPSL BOG 5 oes oreo A. V. Sullivan. 
USPS OG). tens. Benjamin S. Hedrick. 
US SUSG6 eas ce William J. Wilson. 
DA SG Gates ace Henry T. Clark. 
PALS G x ketenes C. C. Clarsx. 

DOS 66 sera Judge David F. Caldwell. 

22s USOC) ware C. S. Winstead. 

22S US6Oise ttc ee W. L. Springs. 

22, LS G6Griw sia cleists J. B. Marler. 

25,5 18667 sae aes R. Y. MeAden. 

23,1866. oe aoc ne S. S. Jackson. 

29 SOG wate ste Darius H. Starbuck. 
1 ALS G6 Soe Col. John V. Bomford. 
IE SUS GG cecetenc cr Benjamin S. Hedrick. 
USES LS bac os Charles C. Clark. 
ZeUSO Gea aeeer- Nereus Mendenhall. 
ALSO ce ketene Drake & Sons. 
AAS6OS. J. T. Leach 
A USHO\ ts tot enatenre Editors National Intelligencer. 
5, 1866... 6. Benjamin S. Hedrick. 
GRIS66 sacs Worth & Daniel. 
VolLSGGsoererics T. D. Brison. 
oh LOBE G BGcie Patrick H. Winston. 
BySGO ers ietereie Marshall Parks. 

Sy SGG sheesh James G. Ramsey. 
GEUSGGO A atcnc eae J. Keener. 

LOMISOG Ae ee S. S. Jackson. 

LORAUSCGrecereeistets Henry M. Earle. 

TUG EES GO eter Benjamin 8. Hedrick. 

U2 SCG ror Benjamin 8. Hedrick. 

LOPTSGG ye ented vets J. M. Parrott. 

WIS AUSEG rc siareletete J. W. Hinks & Co. 

US SGG sree ee A. Miller. 

ZOPUEBSG cece terrare Gabriel J. Rains. 

VORUSCO ert kere Daniel L. Russell. 

Zs LOGO eects James Kyle. 

Ol, LGB vee James Hay. 

OL ISOC saat Daniel L. Russell. 

ZOPUSCGxc aoe ene Benjamin §. Hedrick. 


AOE USEGS: sckckel cee Benjamin 8. Hedrick, 
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PLACE 

TRON GT Ed rig Si ee ae eerie Noy. 
TRE GT ee & opie pee cida Dee. 
IRIN. Ga Ba ocean Dee. 
TQ GHGIIE. eoi Gc aigaoniog Oe Dee. 
TTI 1 Sacer pacer Jan, 
IRGIIGIGIN Ee an aan ae eer Jan. 
TARIGTO Deas 6S oe tat aera Jan. 
AS aes Saaeeeerd Jan. 
TRIG 0 8 = Gomes amore 6 Jan. 
BLEU tec iets! s 2256 heer we Jan. 
TRG 9 eae Jan. 
[RELEASE Jan. 
SUI OV ON caer ove ici avis) viet Jan. 
TDP Eg 10 oe eee one Jan. 
TRUST Opa A Bea eee Jan, 
BND GS, 5 = Sei Jan. 
esere titer se /rc..1.)2 ios AD 
Risto ONC weretel Weise sis 2% at Jan, 
ETS Dlers sc nhata-tsickacpa's:=) © Jan. 
LR DIED GS Do te Ne ren Jan. 

POON Pre. roreter's olen v0 Jan, 
TRUIVETE Dae an eee Jan. 
HALO OT Ne. wires niles ce Jan. 
TRAUTIGIE 26 Fin hg ate Jan. 
rant eye mca ss 6 Jan. 
PSION NES cee eee Jan. 
Pealetoh firs stvemr apes = Jan. 
TDD Kel AB ae eee Jan. 
RRC Es tip aos. => 2s Jan. 
NVM gree tales otic. < eyo tieteye Jan. 
aleve lien enah ere .2 c15 2 Jan. 
TA et Se ee Jan. 
Tailored 2 os eee Jan. 
TRG aa ee Jan. 
TRE Sse (ia ea ee Jan. 
TR sTRES ees anaes Jan. 
MeN DG setetcy sv 10 xioie <ioe) Jan. 
Resleio bene trae teins 303.25 Jan. 
INGUIN 3 ae ioe Jan. 
SOG Oe a eee Jan. 
RReilerothiae Recestrcriavs via soles Jan. 
eer e Wee eter ors aie rast Jan. 
Pet lOIg hey og cje seo + « Jan. 
RARE ae ec wate so = Jan. 
Hyailera lanier es-cteu << Jan. 
RIGO gop antoooue aap Feb. 


relevo Wusticrerc cc 1.eyeets Feb. 


WRITTEN TO 
James L. Orr. 
Edwin G. Reade. 
James L. Orr. 
Nathaniel Boyden. 
Nathaniel Boyden. 
Peter Allen. 
William A. Graham. 
Samuel A. Harris. 
Edward J. Warren. 
Miss M. A. Buie. 
Dunean, Navaro & Co. 
L. -W. Gilbert. 
Robert Newman. 
Robert Newman. 
C. B. Dibble. 
H. B. Satterthwaite. 


sipheieys cls Aes Cowles: 


Benjamin §. Hedrick. 

David L. Swain. 

Walter F. Leak. 

Benjamin S. Hedrick. 

M. C. Johnson. 

Thomas Ruffin. 

William A. Graham. 

John A. Gilmer. 

lewis Hanes. 

Bedford Brown and James M. Leach. 
Bedford Brown and James M. Leach. 
Nereus Mendenhall. 

Bedford Brown and others.’ 
George Howard. 

William T. Faircloth. 

Walter F. Leak. 

Editors Wilmington Journal. 
Charles C. Clark. 

Lydia Maxwell. 

Nathaniel Boyden. 

Joseph A. Englehard. 

Thomas Ruffin. 

A. W. Ingold. 

Hearne & Biggs. 

W. L. Springs. 

William J. Yates. 

James M. Leach. 

Nathaniel Boyden and Lewis Hanes. 
David F. Caldwell. 

Edward Bright. 
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PLACE, DATE, WRITTEN TO 
Tal onal de eae oppo ciiclno Reb ele; SON ett Robert Newman. 
Raleiohites:. Gite roenrae ae Peb, 12,1867. .j2.0.ooun wenn, 
Rei ys Bo ob odes on Heb vais Wp Sie ortemiaters Hearne & Biggs 
TROIS EO eon bog os oe Hebi a4 BOT overs’ isle = Colonel Berry. 
PRISE daooganueenor Pebae elo MS Bi eee Edward Bright. 
TRANGIA m6 sag bo oodau tc eps LG eS Ojai Daniel L. Russell. 
INGEN age oo ose oo oe Feb. 16,1867........dohn A. Gilmer. 
IRAIGRAW oo snobooonad a. ino ep IRE a Sanaa Benjamin 8. Hedrick. 
IRA eaeen oa eoON Pepi ss Zao O lias oem James L. Orr. 
Halelghvrws.jie cin ete LADS BVPI Ua San Ae Parsons. 
el C1O ikereenovee che) cree stickoys Feb. 22, 1867........dames L, Orr. 
IRAN Gorgclocenbion a ¢ Heb 225086727 fants Parsons. 
INDIE Bie ood oo Aa ise WARS ANSICI Sorte ct Benjamin S. Hedrick. 
INGIGEN Ge cooobaooun Dt Webnee2 doy l 86 iertentersty c Oscar G. Parsley & Co. 
ROOT Se hoonanondadd HeDAe 2S lO Oley leary Daniel Freeman. 
TRASH Beecrnicieree oe Heb.t 2S he ilescneres u. L. Polk. 
IRaet ei heist <isteina aiehses Marae |e 2oel SO lenccteristere Benjamin S. Hedrick. 
iaileig hee. c) seks access Mar. 2,1867........J. M. Hamlin. 
IREW IGT EARL Bee ere Bien pee.c > Mamie D7 USO lites taata David L. Swain. 
Raleishemrr spree Mare 9 13) 18 6ienssrectoe Thomas Ruffin. 
IMIG Weapon a ebrns Gos (Mart “NG: SGu ares W. Whitaker. 
Raleigh 3 ots, versie ee Mary be Os ASG Tia etre oe John M. Worth. 
IOUS a5 bob Biko nia Boe Mamsps (GA 1S6it ace ota Jesse Walker. 
Wael oho. ate Aeeaneiue.s Wier WG SOit pera Barzillai G. Worth. 
IRGTEATEGy Ame oe cain Mare Sisal SOiier.s «tees Worth & Daniel. 
allel he tayenctaysteyekcusestetere Mar. 8, 1867........John Berry. 
TRAY VEY bic aes eodioe Bo Marg, 781862 aaa nae Col. John V. Bomford. 
PROTO Ep eee sarees scien MENS ZAMS USNs Soak ace William Wright. 
CTO vacates ities verercusck Mam 0922, S67 eae a R. C. Lindsay. 
IRIS is Boe eclsgooo noite een dleiinters ao8 Col. S. T. Wilder. 
aleioh aerate ste: (Mair mo) Le Occ eee James T. Morehead. 
VAN SLO. crecieuste Lraeaven EWE, ERR LUO ES pina a oe Thomas Ruffin. 
ae oles er igettiovete hex c AUIS PA ARNO oes since & Mrs. R. C. Pritchard. 
Ra LeIs ine se ceptsyocieti i: Marcy 128,01 S6levtecnien R. M. Stafford. 
HRA CIO Ti rstacsc cictscra alee Mar: 223,01 S6(mo ae Sharkey. 
PREV OUO De caren Mote eke INFaTS 28 cbs Olean cree Parsons. 
HR aC VG Him weasel oh aus oo ayey sees Mar 2 95'S 6 tennessee Thomas Ruffin. 
INCH Cea Gi Be poeegals ey aac Mir... 2901 86a. serctned Andrew Johnson. 
iRalerghen tig caine April! Wal SGie ence Landy Wood. 
REV CLO DE ian ct okey eke rperete rs e\prle 2 eLCOKee eee George V. Strong. 
Ie ae sae or Ooed s ASpriliel SS Gyersmacerte Clinton A. Cilley. 
INSIST 3 o.Skucion ae bb a6 AN Balh MG) Nala ers a: George V. Strong. 
IQS tl Nocioni aes Aprile ZOOM USC iene cater Zebulon B. Vance. 
TIRETIRENGATS Gos mits anstora nou oe AT Ulae ie S Gime ere David G. Worth. 
Ra leiglmrismnt tee ene Apr 62 OS Gime eee Walter F. Leak. 
Haul 1S livew.tscuatare murine ApS O sal S Graeme Henry _T. Clark. 


IROLID sol oBdyas oe baS April 30, 1867 Z. F. Rush. 


CORRESPONDENCE OF JONATHAN WorTH. 


PLACE. 
INDICES, Ses oupedoeicbace suena 
MOT OTIS slelei wc ascusherd c « May 
RANI os ste, cnielejece 2425 May 
TREN ESTE RE a rea May 
OTOH yn 8), snc ici peve.0! selon May 
RAEI NGG) vera tet cee a ee May 
15 TN May 
WON Niwas tarts cess s May 
ea LeU foe cyagsensai oes a MY’ 
TRCN ES Nese gears eae ns May 
HVAT OEP N Goo caiers cise sie eee 3 May 
IRs Seis Seo oe May 
aplel eb ac: ca cis tint Vay 
INSUIGHEINE SB Aci ae Ogee May 
NAGI eyacceceis Ae fis May 
Peetleig@hic on: mse) tsi 12.275, ay. 
CLO Pete oraiass ae since a. MAY, 
Hately se vaserciiersfersieie is May 
INqStR Ss BBRG aoa eee Le We 
[sty 2 i ee es oe May 
LEAH GE Sa con ieaiemeras May 
ELIS Deh vevensictieve aicyene ple May 
Raleigh: Mectssto)-.s-0- May. 
BIEL SNS S otoe sw «. «0, «0s MAY, 
IRGUEWE) es Sia Soicblocgaas May 
VAC TO Sis al s7 raatove s 'o [ob0i% May 
AICI OW ftarclosiele «ns LAY 
BELLOW ersts te 26 <ieyero)e1a4e May 
MeO R i. <2 eyes oe ss» - MAY. 
Tega esd 1 cen ee eee May 
Retleieltvirts isis cerec0.e+ o> May 
[ei ital We a Geerian age oe May 
[BEN ain aloes ooo May 
IRIE 54 oe gaaoonooar May 
[Aa 6 Ae. goeninon One May 
Palsiot oon. 5 ss «02 May 
IRBWS AA eee Bao ome May 
IRGETONY Gat Rogan oor June 
IRA ONE Gee poorest June 
HAN CTO DNase cies stebeele, e276 June 
GE CLOM i Yer eeve ate cxeyeler* o'- June 
ISG 3 ip eto daeaae ae June 
IREIENGAN 6 aodss Bombe June 
IRS 6 on erc eee June 
JNENIG IGN. 6 pOdoeuIanOOOS June 
IRGICION 5 opapaewosae oF June 
INAIGIEIID acide Aaa Soe June 
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LG 


DATE. WRITTEN TO 
DOSMUSO Ts eRe heh: iin dis Jake ace 

POS ON cate beon Boe H. H. Helper. 

Papa lltsh OA ESicNO res Thomas 8. Kenan. 
DES Giiew cuenta: Luke Blackmer. 

Oy IRE Se Bs orem James L. Orr. 

GulS Gin rece J. H. Osborne. 

GrlSGiisa eos David F. Caldwell. 

hy VSON ecaenesse M. Kelsey. 

(eulBG Teves oe Major Worth. 

SEA SOT canes His brother. 

orallolN( Gann sake J. J. Jackson 

OESBT. scene Henry T. Clark. 
dP USO cre roeatete tows George Howard. 
HDS Giger cee eee Allen M. Tomlinson. 
UGS UO oe Bb aalas Burgess S. Gaither. 
NG ASOT ese Clinton A. Cilley. 
ES VSO ieceeenee Plato Durham. 
US EUS Giaiessteraicte Gen. Nelson A. Miles. 
LS eUSG ices ee J. G. Spencer. 
QOPUBS Ciacci sce nc Thomas Settle. 
OVS O Tee aes A. 8S. MeNeill. 
PAL INS Gy hea oa esac Samuel A. Williams. 
1D. US 8.are eo roncke cee M. McRae. 
DOA SE Teds le Gen. Daniel E. Sickles. 
LENS Oliereaeite tend Jesse Warden. 
POEM gmigne ova Robert Strange. 
DYE AN eet ea acne late leuballey, 
DAS GTN eo R. C. Holmes. 
DAS TSG Ice series E. Hubb. 
7s Ke OY AOI Sin Oe Horace R. Chappell. 
DO EUS OTe cisterns Gen. Nelson A. Miles. 
DFS O seme caste William Clark. 
DOSE i teteracute Thomas C, Fuller. 
Dia SOU reves uenaenets Luke Blackmer. 
Pact beh OFAS maprerb leche David F. Caldwell. 
DBS USOT vere erm cheazr. Gen. Daniel E. Sickles. 
DOMES ietet ee oes Gen. Daniel E. Sickles. 
foreach hc, GMBIOe Em David F. Caldwell. 
OPTS Cie rckeriar.cs Col. W. G. Moore. 
LOA OO) ortega ie fen F. B. Satterthwaite. 
TR ZNCUS Oise nccie ke J. M. Parrott. — 
AZOUS Gites cree J. R. Mendenhall. 
TOUS GC Tas. aionetoers Benjamin S. Hedrick. 
IIB MSO Socio OFC H. H. Helper. 
VAN Bias teeewnet. John R. Tolar. 
MATL SO iia tionexe Thomas Ruffin. 
CRANSTON he AG OOo Col. John V. Bomford. 
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PLACE. 

TRIG) Feld o> Gane Oolai. cic June 
IREMAEVIEA A Hes eae lonOucs 0) ree June 
FRALOL ONS Payer os cto 8 ets)e ayoitrie June 
PVA CL OM tng ores oie eect, June 
RULCL SL otereyatw sre iaceieretee June 
IS tes odtoaec somone r July 
Ini Eee daca eames July 
Raleigh .........+...- July 
JRE Led fp ainin qiaicio c Snare July 
Raleigh: 2. jc sans bie July 
Tel Seog bacco aware July 
TNE, Soo das does ¢ July 
INN, 6 Ae ooooameosa: July 
Rael oh etoile ear July 
InN Ge godnaoobbat: July 
IRetleio lige anette at July 
TROLS NES & G06 6 a.dokss ic July 
ale vo ligers .vsterere ekeu pa July 
TRAN Kees Gb ood aa om acc July 
aleto hia ne ivouprocirt July 
RAIN, ae o cin Lino a box July 
PREULGT OU pare stents tae July 

MUIEME 5.6 ann waoeaeoes July 

AERIS Ody episonieine a bE July 
TRINA ag CopeG odo hoa Aug. 
IRASEIGIN 2 pace pono oot Aug. 
TRAST Shs oobmocomese Aug. 
[REISE po one do como Aug. 
Palate’ Win ties atin om Aug. 
iRoleto hee eeactmiatn er cree Aug. 
TaleloR Ns sstetscatere ener Aug. 
TREN ie OS rake oo oO DIooaT Aug. 
TRENS Te ess oii en aiotriard Aug. 
LEN enka tp Bigts 5 on arn cho Aug. 
ital age Ga micobd Aug. 
Raleiohiercrpemesrcees eisscons Aug. 
IR lel Mises ausp sneer araerehatees Aug. 
IREIESICANG 5 Prcgeolidia pocorn: Aug. 
ea lelo heya rote eetie Aug. 
Raleigh ss oieussts os) eter Aug. 
Evallero hier. s.ucisscanrastote ok Aug. 
INOWEHEAN, 64 elo Gop be Sioonc Aug. 
AH Die cep. esta res Aug. 
VLOION ve oieeene donc itickette Aug. 
INGUIN Gd ouighn odd ane Aug. 

ROI ON areheoods ever Aug. 
ISNT ees Sout aos E Aug. 


WRITTEN TO 
Benjamin S. Hedrick. 
Josiah Turner, Jr. 
Barzillai G. Worth. 
Tyre York. 
Mills L. Eure. 
R. B. Paschal. 
John Williams. 
Nathaniel Boyden. 
Robert Strange. 
Robert P. Dick. 
Benjamin 8. Hedrick. 
Benjamin 8. Hedrick. 
Gen. Daniel E. Sickles. 
Benjamin 8. Hedrick. 
Lewis J. Quinn. 
P. T. Henry. 
Gen. Daniel E. Sickles. 
Postmaster, Pigeon River. 
Patrick H. Winston. 
William H. Seward. 
James L. Orr. 
John Baxter. 


-.-+--.-A. G. Haley. 


William A. Graham. 
Augustus 8. Merrimon. 
William P. Bynum. 
James T. Morehead. 
William T. Faircloth. 
William Kelso. 

J. M. Parrott. 
William B. Harkness, 
Lewis J. Quinn. 

D. Rumley. 

Thomas S. Ashe, 
William A. Wright. 
William P. Bynum. 
Mark E. Lawrence. 
James M. Sprunt. 
Gen. Daniel E. Sickles, 
Robert B. Gilliam. 

G. M. Griffin. 

Josiah Turner, Jr. 
John C. Wood. 

G.-F. Lewis. 

E. J. Hale & Sons. 
E. M. Gibson. 
Benjamin S. Hedrick. 


CORRESPONDENCE OF JONATHAN WorrTu. 


PLACE. DATE. WRITTEN TO 
let ee eae ca en ene ANG er 2A SO Mi ire ots W. H. King. 
EVA ORE Nei ge oie eg 6 hr epinisiare PATIO TAGS Orem acacns Henry T. Clark. 
GAOL O Nee e7 9) ster ttise ears US eo LOO Uiorete a O. D. Cooke. 
MOY. Vineness ieee ia foie PAIS ZO ESOU., cern ethers Simon Barnes. 
BPE TO ah fen ct antnaie saa DeDtewy Onl SOM mgeriaiae W. H. McRae. 
1 SENET NSS ate Ai ae a SO) ile. (ROR eo ota oe O. D. Cooke. 
UAICI SU Bojer ore cocicae «6a Sept 23, 18O1ce sinc. oh Henry T. Clark. 
Musi len ean tesa ncckt SOP top ZO je SO orc recess Oliver P. Meares. 
HERA CMON aca ae abaarts Sie es Les Rel ONES. cid cece Allen M. Tomlinson. 
Peed ede oman yore ate cece Sept 28; 18670. = ce Thomas Stephenson. 
VEE LOTOWR severe ceteris onesies Sept. 28, 1867.05. 0... David F. Caldwell. 
eceleret bors coir croc yc: teens Oct. Pal Rol OAS Ooi James F. Giles. 
WR OTD Saco i orele cece Oct. yA IBLE Gob Ble o B. Higgins. 
LETUSTE 0 ac et eee Octane Sle SG leeercens P. T. Massey. 
TRACI PN > oii Seid es ae bee Oc 86 1 es areiecns Calvin H. Wiley. 
CIE se Sie seats 5 se OCS “LUIS O Tee cae A. S. Kemp. 
IRE NGISI Dy Geena ote einen OGG 22 L8Gleacriien: Thomas Settle. 
ete o 52s a ws is Sess Oct (ZEAL SOUS. cicvew ot Andrew Johnson. 
J RCI Te Ne Sees ee ea OCbs ) ZEPISGN4.reristoct David G. Worth. 
LOL rs oie oe sexcieictect ee Ost, 22051861. ics - Andrew Johnson. 
NGI teen S Romtia eects Get pe 20a SON irre elasr J. W. Purdie. 
1 PENS fed ben eee RS OCD a ea Z On BO irae arzillai G. Worth. 
MALO DS © Sioce Sace ee cowie as Ot ZO SOiinttane J. C. Pass. 
TR ETS Ve ag cece eens etree, 26m US Oiieieme. sete William Clark. 
| DENG Td di de eee ena ee Octet i285 USO isa ee William A. Graham. 
TREY EOE Oe Geeta nara oy eae Oct, “29, 1867........James W. Osborne. 
HAN CI ONG fees ook biare le Fs <= eth = Bae NBO Noretens lene ae John H. Wheeler. 
BA LOVOI sere suorerecer 3 INOW 2) SO Tani Henry T. Clark. 
WCC Tihs cise es vies ore ses 2 NOV 25 ISO The ieee John W. Haughton. 
Wet We estan ceain 2 «oxo « NOVE SESGIi as ode Zebulon B. Vance. 
1p (era TY eae ee Oct. Geel S Or cet warens J. M. Coffin. 
COMET ed RS rae ees Oct. Se SC ier eta R. Y. McAden. 
WRaleie Wie exert. sie <n = MONG 0 Grsilcloreer pone Gen. Edwin R. 8. Canby. 
NALCO Seis, oars te als oes + IN GVo el SO fice nsrsket oy ore John M. Worth. 
MeL eo Hen ores sree o2 INGva Seles Sbseit. ree Joshua Boner. 
NECAMCT ANA se oer ieon eve le IOS PPD open otc J. M. Parrott. 
J NEWS eae ee Nee a ie NOV ea Soe LOO aeencete kee: James H. Lea. 
ANT ye ote. eco ore ae IN OVamee OWLS Ove tee ste nes Calvin H. Wiley. 
LONG Uli stn ensiy eave ee snes Dole  PAliysl Moh Bx now R. C. Holmes. 
NeW eked’ eeesreperec orion ING 275 LSOen eters on Gen. Edwin R. 8. Canby. 
180 Pes tod tia ea oe eee eee ING Veg mech LO Ollie. cosines Balph P. Buxton. 
WREOL GNOME ses re erttr ieee ease Dec. ACTS Oi ies ste sharers Thomas J. Wilson and others. 
Ral ene ae verses lerecrre ie = oes WDSOn ee SES Gis seeletste Robert P. Dick. 
1 NEW KECISd 1) aera ere caceeta iDisrehy gl el ely Ohms oiean Cyrus P. Mendenhall and others. 
TREN GR ES a re orm aoe WWE Cree EAL SO. wget cre John McKay. 
Rilero le wis ccsiere erses nese IDS, UB Mitek Pere Bic John A. Gilmer. 


PNCAN, Bs on tie a bin ae Dec O,USGses steno. Duncan G. McRae. 
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PLACE 

BRUOT Ue ieee isWelaters eer ote Dec. 
INGHETall 5G Sepa os ae Dee. 
PRELOT PD S oie) ote a susiertesl Dee. 
RUZ LN Eel Ree reece Oca Dec. 
1S eo Dee. 
IRAE toy Bop Sot ood Dec. 
CISD ars crele/ sj eletensileters Dee. 
Ra e1 eis. ofe ae serersteakis Dee. 
JENN AW 4 B1G gm oO BIG.c% Dec. 
[Rane (ia Nine eedid oe aon < Dec. 
HS DISLOM I se rer eo loisholslox keels Dec. 
IRE ES We ier s eaycrn On 7 Dec. 
(eeu eral is Dobos GCG Jan. 
Ise ee pees oor Got Jan. 
IRINA SS Gon aa 56h bos Jan. 
Ricvlel @ laptenae sy. Serctovetete tie Jan. 
INE UKOKETe Aes Getod otcOD Jan. 
J REA Hdd Sad Guonb coat © Jan. 
IRIE iptia ds ple dehn pata Jan. 
IRAN (tha Goo edae40 405 Jan. 
IESG AR Gag olin oon Jan. 
Pa GLO Hees feucheses ner eronacle ts Jan. 
Ere I le sah feloraie’ sie shai .Jan. 
Ines Gan Sdoald neo Jan. 
TRAUCTA No miioe a oon bane Jan. 
Haves or Ny weact stele otewetate ek Jan. 
Male igeraictey cracesakoraisaetcre Jan. 
IRENA A ae clone Moe Jan. 
ALOT SD peenrreraya sceverenel Jan. 
IRENA WAG gope eran 5 Jan. 
IRIS Eel Bama aoe nee Jan. 
ALO \ronetata)-varers eiehsrets Jan. 
UL OUetiy atere otevorenahelownehete Jan. 
ELLIE mravsioper shorosenseees Jan. 
IRE El aoe et Gano cena Jan. 
VT CL OGRE scascttacoacicts ooee Jan. 
{ERS Fed Rien AG) a cle Jan. 
Va GTO ers ercaieceetaveds st Jan. 
alee h erased ten. Jan. 
PAULOT Livers sic cyte Paige eee Jan. 
INONESIHN SoeAs amine Gosh Jan. 
IRC Seda donee aso 4 Jan. 
INOUE Fed iothe Bis Orcas Guido Jan. 

NOVELS DM Mainivtecie crater cane Jan. 
ACULOUD Die weecctesahe etoy-teh citer Jan. 
INEM TE pio Gas ooe Si bo Jan, 
ECM OLOD Ptciaternis terete ices Jan. 


DATE. WRITTEN TO 
IG ISGT Aire piae ¢ Chairman County Court of Jones. 
LSE BB Tor « eictsverere rene Philpot. 

TB AUB Otis iouscerotene Thomas Wilcox. 

POUT S67 5.5, meres Thomas H. Gilliam. 
QEMLBG TH abtaetetetde General Tyler. 
OG BGC ites atsztarers Barzillai G. Worth. 
8 USO tras uate William Clark. 
BOLUSOWee se ees Josiah Turner, Jr. 
SSL BO yiakecaettars J. W. Martin. 
SSO tetera Col. W. G. Moore. 
BUSS ier anteets Andrew Johnson. 
SLB Gl ivtas. ers David L. Swain. 

VS VS6S. c's sae John Kerr. 

J BGS tir scores Commander, Post of New Bern. 
DSO es tae ets 

DBCS achatvere is Bryan Tyson. 

3, L868. ence res Jenkins 

A LSS ari ce Col. W. G. Moore. 

Am SOSh asso e Thomas J. Wilson. 

Giel 8OSk racers Thomas §. Ashe. 

OolSOS eater William A. Wright. 

G21SG68 oan ota Robert H. Cowan. 
GISES Sects: David F. Caldwell and others. 
621868. tips es William Eaton. 
OFLSESSeo,.-ne John Kerr. 

Up BGSivere seat Jesse G. Shepherd. 

NG SGS aaneeare Henry Joyner. 

Mise OG Scinnracperete Giles Mebane. 

ts AB GScnecchatets E. A. Jones. 

Sil SOSin erie oe Benjamin S. Hedrick. 

OLS GBs risle Gen. Edwin R. 8. Canby. 
HOSA SGE8zs ach rteke G. B. Paulson. 
NOSUSGCSK ocr cee William A. Graham. 
[OSL SOS irc areer J. B. Whitaker. 

USS S GS iis ears William T. Faircloth. 
TAN TSGSisn rane Calvin H. Wiley. 

TPB SESOB hectares Richmond M. Pearson. 
LGA 18685 eee William B. Wright. 
EG; USGSieerd eee Andrew Johnson. 
LOLS OS Se rte ok Andrew Johnson. 
VOLS ES IC Gates David G. Worth. 
18,868 sec8Kis Barzillai G. Worth. 
22, OO Blatter David Eaton. 
PS MSEBia we. ee ove David Eaton. 
Za SGSrrat eter. George Makepeace. 
DAS BOS Get iccmere John M. Worth. 


aS RUSOS) versie key Matthias E. Manly. 


CoRRESPONDENCE OF JONATHAN WorTH. Dale 


PLACE. DATE. WRITTEN TO 
MATION rye ales slackers TAN So AOS OS ccaeusiey cys Kemp P. Battle. 
DLE] Ola coasts ates dane 28,1 868 cee cic Charles C. Clark. 
MOL SIA ep, ercan eickeyec Soe Jan. 290868 — 1.5 er David F. Caldwell. 
TREU TEATS tren enchant Janie SOWIS682.. ames John D. Whitford. 
Rall 61g Tike: roraristors chsisses Feb. QSOS soeameek Clinton A. Cilley. 
aera cas Srretole eats Feb. Pay eh helste portale Samuel R. Bunting. 
JIG, aes Camco RS Feb. Sel SO Sinan. Gen. Edwin R. 8. Canby. 
Tal Clon arya ialctstse ate Feb. Sy illtekatet hola ceo.d Calvin H. Wiley. 
TRAIGVONIE SE oie aie Feb. Ue ASGSieraciae Barzillai G. Worth. 
JRA TE eg Sara on aan Heb le LOPESGSin. eee Edward Cantwell. 
Beep et hee ce Sov avelc recerotos Feb. 10/1863. a. cee J. J. Jackson. 
TRORLETICU NY. 3 is enters to Heby #13, 1868 sess clon Clinton A. Cilley. 
TREY Ve Pitas Sis ea eae ie TRESS AIO SS ime aca William A, Wright. 
valei ghar excises wie eion's Heb: Myla S 68 ee cee David Heaton. 
HVAILCT OH ears caieteyeye ole vee Hebs = SIA S682) ser uae Gen. Edwin R. S. Canby. 
HAMEL OTs ate,is! clogs iene oie Bebe LAS 6S reese Charles A. Eldridge. 
Wa OLS cnctoie eaves 0 sie Hebe, WGN S68isn se... William Clark. 
ailere hr usehrs ct store sis see Hebye al Gi SG6Se ren enne Benjajmin S. Hedrick. 
I RGU ETHAGS as ar nena Hebi eelGmlSGS8aar em: Rory MeNair. 
BON CI ODD. 2 es ‘eve (see chs) Heb! Gs41 868.2 ..0 ee Jones B. Levy. 
Radel eh eros et cisceis hoe Hebe aye lid; USCS) acta ae William M. Shipp. 
BUUC TO owes citer 00 80 Hebs lS 868 a. eae Joel Lucas, 
pralei cheese ole on» Heb! aS eS 6Sher ee ae Robert H. Cowan. 
level gee sieges teneotoeeens Hebi TS68ter cao Barzillai G. Worth. 
ema usts koe ret 8 Asecs Meu P24; VOBB Sec toe Benjamin S. Hedrick. : 
[NAG Gaal © slaao doe ob as Bebra 24, 1868... <<. Gen. Edwin R. S. Canby. 
eile go tepayateiepes) ais cesses AED: ee 20f SOS ae ans John M. Morehead. 
Te On Ham ercen Or Reb see OD NICOSs nice ne Josiah Turner, Jr. 
IRE IRE NG 8 See eet Heb. we eieeL SOS nce cme t William A. Graham. 
Prallatott <2. faye ad oie hs 2 Mair = —2;1868).2. 2425. Zebulon B. Vance. 
aleic hanes sels c.s + slonsvc Wiehe eR TO awe - Josiah Turner, Jr. 
aletoliaun Merk Siero ee Mar we Ol ol S6Sineyectcus ccc Augustus S. Merrtmon, 
INEGI) 2 3 8 ein emo aces Mark @ LOSI 868i ete Edward J. Warren. 
PACES M. histe. clo /ai terete le ke Mars lO; 1868. eran William A. Graham. 
RA LELS Pca ole aye ee lave 7 MATa 2 SO Scurtver oieae A. C. Worth. 
iReW lies aaa doses Mars, 622, a1 S68 eee oa. Dennis Heartt. 
Eau C1 gan hogs, tebe eialeveleze! = WEN Yip dicts) opibl nae James Rush. 
let obi. acevo cite arayeiererae Maree 2, \SO8ee00 acct Zebulon B. Vance. 
INGIISIEAS. 3 Poten Baa ocons Mar, “26718685... .. Col. John V. Bomford. 
Valero Dias yeena. cs /ofeysi crea Mar. 26,1868........ A. D. Kemp. 
pelo Mere ieiaeys aie ieie rene AT me eM OO Oar! tei) 16 George Laws. 
Roe Be ooooduseee Mari MBOS S68 ot. . sok. Benjamin 8. Hedrick. 
TRAN ENN e dob aloo amine Aprile Agi SbS cred. i. Benjamin Lavender. 
elleried 95 oigaiod Goce April 45186822222... John McCormick. 
IRQs. 6 oogsdodccer ri mow USOSr ener e: Sion H. Rogers. 


IRalian Gee sodescoadinc ATO SOS mur cts Gaius Winningham. 


22 
PLACE 

IREHL P Gino temo April 
UA IOLON SS iene syainite hoceiatans April 
ML OLG TMN totes teheuo cretecone ate April 
INANE Nratn gb Bias vice April 
Reolo line siecle. ciettie sss April 
INERT tn Goneitoed orion April 
NAIL ON eps ctor stacsuehetsiel ar NLA 

IRSUVG SS nigh ola 6 May 

IRENA DS Bly ode Gs an ooisic May 

Ten es Rod ae iSteroicte Ayaiosapic May 

REUKOY Gc bo Ba cHSloe Oc May 

RGU all eae atin GAG oe Nic May 

RAL OL OU oe teractions oroeie May 

HVeuLEL CHINN 2 cuore aly ebay ey May 

Raleigh Pica DED ERONE a. ce May 

VAT CUO DY sages shape sheep May 

HRalel oh =). icfacislagnerse ise May 

TNGW Kev red dudbeeara ie pita ieee one May 

Balel oh Mychelle atecicranee May 

Raev oy ayes hls, « cinvoeeie May 

INGHIGOA i pons ABO ee G May 

Rael ei eis. sir statareclers May 

a TEI O Dino e cles sin stethens May 

Waleig hy Reels erste tists May 

IRaleio hi iii. ona ieeske May 

1 RYCW Rey Fed saan eaten Bere. ciG ore May 

IRENE ked oy gueeig etolhsio bac May 

AY TH CS Foslalay Seite olay wick May 

Ral eloM ccc «ito oe inree May 

Rou yee deat, Bere ran Gace May 

WVALeION: Wc one eeus se vite UNE 
RA LOLOL pam locker serene sncxeas June 
IES Sa gaa Baad aoc ena 
Reavlei gh, 2) Pie. 5 vse) aie acne June 
IR eI gn Says Pas, oe etl June 
LNCS Kes ai tees pala one oaec June 
URailero iy. 4 ttm. wactetereses June 
RLS SNS hear ice mass June 
Reiley oui ae-v scot ers June 
RDeT OA She tees eran June 
LRIGENUE Somiole s.cieioyo sei June 
ACT OE sop eiccaet tes June 
IRV WKS FON) tana ears Bick Dhoom July 

J ROMY Ellie Seal ceaa aero July 

Raleis hi neestsiver- coer July 

LASSI) Pod AS ae gee ner See See July 

Ra elo hi Sys ves secures July 
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DATE WRITTEN TO 
SSO S sa: woe Col. W. G. Moore. 

Or TROD wre wis sto8 S. S. Jackson. 
LIS GSS toe cm ae Allen M. Tomlinson & Sons. 
ESF BEB hadi wee Solomon Moss. 
Use UB CBs os sete William Clark. 
OI AUSOB eee cer C. B. Mallett. 

VIS OSE ees. ce Col. John V. Bomford. 
aS BB tients) te Benjamin 8. Hedrick. 
2,1868........M. E. Showman. 

aA) i shgraer ese, EP James G. Ramsey. 

AAS CRs tees S. S. Jackson. 
4,1868........Nathaniel Boyden. 

BA LS6Se5 co as William J. Yates. 
OMISEB =e ase Benjamin S. Hedrick. 
GAlS682 ae ee C. B. Mallett. 

SeUSG6e 5 = nets Daniel R. Goodloe. 
Vl S6R Mw hae James R. Doolittle. 
ILLS 6Se me ee Editors National Intelligencer. 
I RIS O8 hese ee Benjamin 8. Hedrick. 
14; 1868...53 x. Editors New York World. 
USF IBGS mer tere, 3 James T. Morehead. 
LipelS Sit eae « Benjamin S. Hedrick. 
ZO MSGS came ee H..J. Harris: 
22; ABE een Sees Cc. K. Lenow. 
2M BOS haces Au S$. S. Jackson. 
DOGS oy ny eaters Dr. J. Jackson. 
DP AUSCSi gee venatoe Benjamin 8. Hedrick. 
2681868 occ oeed William P. Fessenden. 
VOSISESh yak David G. Worth. 
ZOWS6S) Ste C. K. Lenow. 

TSE She rere W. L. Springs. " 
ZUG OG aus teen Benjamin 8. Hedrick. 

3, 1869........Joshua L. Lee. 

OD PLSES yee ce Andrew Johnson. 
JOSLSESne comes C. B. Mallett. 
Te tLOcl a aage on 2 B. W. Ives. 
LO WA SES ia sere Charles A. Eldridge. 
LOIS GS a. eee Addison Coffin. 
LGSLSG Sie r eck William A. Graham. 
HS lg S68. 0 ee ae C. B. Mallett. 
ZN SOBP cect Edward Conigland. 
BO SOR m metres H. G. Leisering. 

21SGOS seascape Gen. Edwin R. S. Canby. 
AP USGS arene J. P. Andrews. 
TS ASGS ae ee John Baxter. 
US ASGSS pases ee Prank B. Goddard. 


IG LEGS eee William M. Robbins. 


CorRRESPONDENCE 


PLACE 

1 AG SIGH CAs one cee era July 
HS ULOT OIE Peay cn crestaieds) yeheisue 3 July 
ALI omer akc etla sees July 
Hae: 05 fo. oro oes shes om July 
PBAGIG Wiese, 27.50 coun shcv « July 
i RAH IGITOT SS eee SOE July 
TRUCE Oar eee July 
BRED LETS Htciarn s/oie hoe .«t oseust steed Aug. 
aeir by ee ecco wers «tee Aug. 
USNS GS TES eto eer Aug. 
TRON ET) eae oar Sept. 
UNDUE a Oct. 
TSG ye ee Oct. 
TRIG 1 ee eee Oct. 
USSD LLNS Bae eerie oe Noy. 
J Ran 0 Oo ee Nov. 
VEC Va Gee ee ae Dee. 
[eS ty oe Serie ae Jan. 
[CHET The Se eee Jan. 
REEL GT 1 gree aaa Jan, 
TYEE GAIN cigs orccee oeescort Jan. 
LRUISTE LS PA ic ere Jan. 
RAICION 200. t% 3 eae Jan. 
[Rey TS. Bsa oe korea ening Jan. 
ROG SE ae nee Bec ..Jan. 
TR anesie7 #1 yeh en oie eieescd J 0 
EULOY ORR wolves) 2) soe re Jan. 
RGU STG Oe eee oe eresied 3004 
PRECIO Meera letioas eg chioveu-'e Jan 
PECAN GSN eels oko oh eesnonie n= ct Feb. 
HRveple tones recess ans Sage -> al Feb. 
1 ES d Se 5 See Feb. 
RCI OL eats. ane 4-2 17 Feb. 
UNDG 4 Te io Camis Feb. 
To CS V2 ee cee ear Feb. 
1 VES Ta le ee pees eco April 
TRallkeielan cod Soreraio ore cree. April 


WpALOTO Mt oveia)oses «oir eos May 


DATE, 
16, 1868 
16, 1868 
16, 1868 
18, 1868 
27, 1868 


rae) HE bos oe William W. Holden. 
ZONES. William W. Holden. 
ZOPVS OS. stein Josiah Turner, Jr. 
21, 1868........Augustus 8. Merrimon. 
Daw SO 8 Sous isara Montgomery Blair. 
S50: A868 taiesee 
IAS GS aercercees William Clark. 
4 SEB Heeorks Lewis W. Worth. 
GASCSx oie An © Cowles: 
INERIS 63 Seats C. B. Dibble. 
LOU ASCSM ee Ate A. L. McLean. 
ZIGUSOR eee ohn Mee Worth: 
TO USSO ees H. G. Leisering. 
VASES ets. ct. William A. Graham. 
TCS Oren George W. Rose. 
VAR USC Oise en chs William Clark. 
14, 1869........#red Wolsroth. 
Lb ISG Osess scr Barzillai G. Worth. 
Vi LS6 Ones Lewis Hanes. 
ZG uUS OO Mansi ner Engelhard & Price. 
YS W869ee aes John Pool, 
25 US GoM nea Perrin Busbee. 
DIGS ODS texcnarevare Engelhard & Price. 
23M USCO mamas Engelhard & Price. 
SP elit i ron io Editors Wilmington Journal. 
Be LOGO ete rta 
SaLS6OSGee aa E. B. Drake. 
Syral ty6}2 0 aunts bi Josiah Turner, JY. 
ANB G Oise ice HE. B. Drake. 
TOM CO ae oe Thomas Wilcox. 
OONSGOS sre etree John Pool. 
POMNSCO. che ooakane Josiah Turner, Jr. 
LS ESCO eres ausnets fe. B. Drake. 


oF JONATHAN WorTH. 


WRITTEN TO 


bec nee S. S. Ashley. 

igeroh ae William W. Holden. 
eee re Col. W. G. Moore. 
Sy hye M. A. Jobe. 
sree Calvin Graves. 


Lerrers Written To JonatTHan Wortu Here PRInTeD. 


PLACE. DATE 

MOWwialp Clty; aLaljar crv). Werveketel ones Feb. 25, 1841 
MAISOULVS Ne. Canis iclem > oie ear April 8, 1841 
SHS bumivew New Cueva cya ety tetera April 17, 1841 
Me Ree ick want cesta tretohine eee ame April 6, 1861 
GOleTaINe Net Cannes eet cones Mar. 24, 1862 
High: PointaNy Cy ens tears Oct. 27, 1862 
PABNEDOEO, Ney Osivote cites eetate ores Nov 5, 1862 
A SHeDOrOd INea. One. chisnekers eo Nov. 19, 1862 
MGINE GROVE; INee Caciselseacrete ne Nov. 20, 1862 
PXSHEDOTONMNGE Oa-sene-aetitere eect nents Nov. 21, 1862 
bid OURO OTTO ROLE NreeMa CC Noy. 27, 1862 
Gane Oreck) NiO wig: |. cahor Nov. 28, 1862 
[RIGLSDONO SN as Cesrcitelal sate ses cee Nov. 30,1862 
Walmin atone NuCoeiac ite ses r as Dee 1, 1862 
PASTE DOL ONG) + Guar. acelekon rane Dec 2, 1862 
Beet ak tees SPCR ee chee teenie meee 2, 1862 
HAT ine OLUM te Ninn © eeetteitons cece pe Dee 4, 1862 
News ViarketesNivG son etter ts Dee 6, 1862 
MeN RE rel siancd Mac cenhe ga hens, Ss Dee. 12, 1862 
Wavettevilles N.C. sc.) ac iorstats bros Dee 8, 1862 
Raleigh * NG earners eee Dee 9, 1862 
Naluumoton, NiiC).cine ocean Dee. 9, 1862 
Gane "Creeks (NaC ae ae kcakaes Dee 10, 1862 
mayeutevillles Ns |G.s cect < cise Dec. 10, 1862 
Wilmainoton aN: Cry. tants )eterer Dec. 11, 1862 
@hesterfield Cove Vas o.ssm enue Dec. 11, 1862 
Randolphe Co. wNii Gis wet ee De mane SOo 
IED av We Cs Aristo neta oleic ate Dec. 20, 1862 
Wilmington iN... crtsienstente ate Dec. 25, 1862 
Reed CreekseNy Cue seek artes Dee 30, 1862 
pealelohy: NeiOss) straits eich eas Jan 1, 1863 
Havetievglles uN. (O.x., coves eee Jan , 1863 
PNahebOroy: Ni Oo ttto.a wovsun fetes aoe Jan. 11, 1863 
Fayetteville, N. C............. Jan 23, 1863 
NValimino ton eNil Css aa eee res Jan. 24, 1863 
WalmimotoneNiu@ mes keer cn Jam, 27, 1863 
Walmine ton Ne Csaaaene a aes May 16,1863 
Walmino ton WaNiGsaaenie sae ete: June 11, 1863 
ANTES TO Wns NI w Oceessnenven taut June 11, 1863 
J SPOR EES RAC CRESS CN arr MS od June 17, 1863 
WilmainotonsaNip@uscme ass aie Sept. 23, 1863 
Fayetteville, N. C............. Sept. 26, 1863 
verte eee Ovt. 3, 1863 


Asheboro, N. C 
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WRITTEN BY 
Stephen B. Gardner. 
Charles Fisher. 
Samuel Silliman. 
Thomas Macon, 
John Pool. 

Ssetoe M. A. Alston. 
ees S. S. Jackson. 
PN ae S. S. Jackson. 
ae a David G. Worth. 
ith et ae S. S. Jackson. 
Bact ae Rk. H. Battle and others. 
aM hoes Wyatt G. Jordan. 
ante eet oes J. J. Jackson. 
peta a os David G. Worth. 
Some atch H. C. Lane. 
Riley Hill. 
Nathan Hunt, Jr. 
Joseph Newlin. 
Mariah Francks. 
Joseph A. Worth. 
George W. Mordecai. 
Barzillai G. Worth. 
agen ee Wyatt G. Jordan. 
evr aetas J. D. Worth. 
PSEA Barzillai G. Worth. 
wakes ...John Presnell and William W. 
Nelson. 
Rate W. H. Lineberry. 
ce ee .Allen Skeen. 
Shubal G. Worth. 
Isaac H. Foust. 
Joseph D. Hinton. 
Barzillai G. Worth. 
S. 8. Jackson. 
Joseph A. Worth. 
David G. Worth. 
John M. Worth. 
John M. Worth. 


eee eee ee 


se eee 


see eww ee 


ay 


Nere Cox and others. 
Worth & Daniel. 
Rimes eee: Joseph A. Worth. 

S. 8. Jackson. 


ee ee eee 


CORRESPONDENCE OF JONATHAN WortTu. 


PLACE. DATE. 
PAShHeHOTOsING Cor. ioloe sue cate Oct. 
Wirlming ton! Nie Cis. tence has Oct. 
Mayettevilie, IN. Ol <2. docs. Nov 
Wlmane ton, Nis Coch cic cen Mar 
Asheboro; NGC. ou eS ose Feb. 
MUS poro, ON; Cock nas kites ck Feb. 
PSHE DOTONENG (Oc oh ists cents ee Feb. 
EMANCDOLOs=ING « Oxiomtcitts a etnate cee Feb. 
Walreington, NoiC.... 2... .)0+-.eb. 
PASHE DODO Nc Occle sein tie aitales « Feb. 
PASSTICDORO SPN 2 OCs are Seevs, i terete orev Feb. 
PAR OD OTOM EN y Crer:o seis iets lo Geerciots 5 Feb. 
Clemmonsville, N. C........... Feb. 
Wyalraimston, N.C. as tenet Feb. 
BUSHEDOnON NGG J. Vers -foleisiora ae aks Feb. 
PNISHEDOLO IN ¢ Gon criete oss ere, «1 srave Feb. 
ete SUOLO SIN ay Ones foterary, cone one te Feb. 

BENE REDOROS ON AGO. ch. «avast io. 2 chs Feb. 
rueedum@neek, v Ne Cscis riers Gave Mar. 
PAENEDODOS eNe oO. otis oun a wietee cus aero Mar. 
LNCISE OS ROSEN am © ge ce ee Mar. 
INEREDOTOTON, (Ce ciaytec sewye ls a's 6, ohn Mar. 
HEEL USDOEO; ING orcas o's cele + weno WOT 
SBE DOTO ON Os. as ws vie ele ores hs Mar. 
LCT OR TAN Re Cnst ches, sieve arctan te oll NOV. 
Wroulkesboro; IN. Op .120s secant Jan. 
Washington, DiC. ot. oso. Jan. 
EMIS DONO, Nee Ce pyete aes ica couse Jan. 
Washington, D. C............. Jan. 
Wwashimotons DC. 8... leo Jan. 
Greensboro, N. C........7.... Jan. 
Washington DEC yi 2. ccs. Jan. 
SSTLCTIMEING SO Je otto te: ceca’ «tie ksi eheiTe' Jan. 
len Nes Cras tit -is a ctevee ere Jan. 
Morgantou,-N. CC... 22.2 d.2 «3% Jan. 
Washington, DOC... 5... 35... Jan. 
Wiasninetons Da'CA . nics os wet Jan. 
FETE SDOEO, de Natl. create i ate oe ws tete Jan. 
Washington, D. C............. Jan. 
CREENSDOLONN: Coclamis cis ie ale ote\e Jan, 
Morehead City, N. C.......... Jan. 
BS tice PALES ENS Oe. tote cis o cazeiorats exe Mar. 
WN BHICLCOR MING Ce aa cht Sie teat one) ee Mar. 
Greensboro; NoiG.. isco) s acs eens Mar. 
ING We GAldelsaNa Comes ats aiele 3 eke Mar. 
Sab eNO Onn atonal teierets = (apes eYelr« May 


WRITTEN BY 
Gra SOoki acre: S. S. Jackson. 
NS OSes Worth & Daniel. 
Sta S63 serene Barzillai G. Worth. 
V7 1864 9s David G. Worth. 
DAS GD ney. iy ace S. S. Jackson. 
Sal od cS Fei A eee a W. H. Foust. 
418652 40% ee Benjamin Moffitt. 
ASUS OS eects che I. H. Brown. 
AOL SC Be setane cree Worth & Co. 
PUSS GD sete a ctces Ss. S. Jackson. 
WIG SG Orn cere. John M. Worth. 
ZOPMS Gomme eyeietes John M. Worth. 
ZONIUSCO aaieere ozone Lewis Hanes. 
ZOOM SED aera. David G. Worth. 
DAL SOD ey cre) een oes S. S. Jackson. 
2H MUSCD oe Ss. S. Jackson. 
Peto EXO Ise a's RO J. J. Jackson. 
Pte lel OO aos solar John M. Worth. 
DOS Oe teri 
A ASO Disere asians S. S. Jackson. 
GAUSEDs aye sce John M. Worth. 
OMS Goch make: John M. Worth. 
NO SESG oro ercoe J. J. Jackson. 
UG SAS65 eo eee: S. S. Jackson. 
Ibs belerseea ols a.e S Joseph L. Cannon. 
PetS6Ge nt. GC. Pylic. 
LORS 6 Gimeno Benjamin S. Hedrick. 
LF SOOM eters: Josiah Turner, Jr. 
12S 6GR eee Benjamin §. Hedrick. 
TSSUSCO tare as Benjamin §. Hedrick. 
TASTSC CUR ees David F. Caldwell. 
1G 1S6Gere ere Benjamin §. Hedrick. 
TGRIUSCGA eet sce Darius H. Starbuck. 
Gra SG Greece: Darius H. Starbuck. 
Nfs, WEY T Saco oe ee Burgess S. Gaither. 
LSC Greet aare Benjamin S. Hedrick. 
OSM S662 sac Benjamin S. Hedrick. 
Xe MXR, Rodin aie William A, Graham. 
DT TS6C Ae es Benjamin 8. Hedrick. 
OTA SOG ee David F. Caldwell. 
29 1S66is cee George Stronach. 
Dalai kel iXGey re ceemsia Allen M. Tomlinson. 
QONNS6Gaa aes Patrick H. Winston. 
SOLS C Ott. os Calvin H. Wiley. 
SIPS 6Giaene es Nereus Mendenhall. 
SH S66.a7 craters Daniel M. Barringer. 
SPL BO Cerca eta Ss. L. Fremont. 
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PLACE. DATE. 
Davidson College, N. C........May 
Washing toma Ch ets beck metel June 
PASHOVILILG RIN: Cra iiecheisemaeinsseKer June 
Washington, Dy Cin ce en cv semen June 
AtshevalleveNy Ciainateaaiesertua uel IO 
Wieishine-tony DSC... oi kas neue June 
Greensboro, ONS Gia. pba. oer te June 
SERIE OMA NG (Cpa atoase oo sine June 
Sec yas INS (Ose obec y ono ao June 
Washington, DAC) sor anita June 
Havetteville,: NoiCssnrs inne. ee June 
Washing tony I). Ciar aerial June 
Wrashine tomy Ds (Coreen menertetls June 
Washineton Di Crcr a. arm ne 
ABM) HUW INC soe > oon. c5 0 June 
Washington, D. Cy. ...2...0...June 
AVashing ton, wii Citas: teract eo Ne 
EnliisborosNigC lene erecoe June 
Inekeyvetny: Nie Ose oo cases a bao sic June 
Wiashino ton; el), Corser dmysin| tee LIC 
INeweberiseN: Onnreeer crkeciancse June 
\Vaishine tom) sl) Cees. y sn cestoiers June 
(Creenshoro,eN. Cis steers June 
¥.o Sern ec wOnm ara hn once D nisi a: June 
MGIC OLCLIS AN Cremona tetova ne 
Reaib ire lee. Cemerentwe: os ttacavararans June 
Mewaisville-Ne Gi5e Sens ccs. cece June 
Wiashinetons DG ma. asic aoa July 
ING Wiel wINt Core. caine ete Soe ou Ati bys 
MLS DOT OvMNGC, crtincleinaserenieee UL y: 
Washington, DEG. ier. ei.) eiully, 
Wes aii, OPM CR. oaedod icra a: July 
iP OUUEORS OT uN Gh Catia tte emy arena i July 
Mnoveswotore Na Ox. cihe.te aes July 
Wiaishime ton, oDit Cin. stiri cts «/cieine ULY: 
Wiaishimoton, oli. Cees: slants July 
Morehtead@ity NCL. 4 sean. July 
Randolph County ...:........ July 
rar bOno MN. Ca: pateenmas secn cite July 
Statesville Noi Cko. sree as acer July 
Gmeensbor0y Na Capaencee ca nk July 
Mashing tone DAC vss eerie tee Aug. 
Lincolnton, INs (Or oAueecsotes Aug. 
\WANSHunA VERON OD), (Che ess a sao dos: Aug. 

eclamil tori Nin Co. sherk ene Aug. 
miNe wr Bernie Ni. Opatere watts nate Aug. 
Greensboro; Neus. een ty eae Aug. 


WRITTEN BY 


14, W866. a8 2.3 oan J. S. Kirkpatrick and others, 
Wy lB 6 Gia scale Benjamin S. Hedrick. 

TS BOG ae caters Augustus S. Merrimon. 
Pe US BGs cot netste Benjamin 8. Hedrick. 
S.BGG.95 > ned 4. Coleman. 

LOS US GG. tre Benjamin 8. Hedrick. 

QE ROB ees. cues Zebulon B. Vance. 

BELO GB ies oa ere Judge David 8. Caldwell. 

TS TEGO rates te J. M. Coffin. 

1B: ALS GG. cece Benjamin 8. Hedrick. 

44 VSC6 Se te es Joseph A. Worth. 

PA OS GGre cee Benjamin S. Hedrick. 

LS USB Gare oe. oe Benjamin 8. Hedrick. 

16, 1866........James M. Leach. 

NGS GC seers Tyre York. 

DEER CH eee uc on James M. Leach. 

QO USCC eee: Benjamin §8. Hedrick. 

20, 1866........Josiah Turner, Jr. 

PIS GG sor ieve clay Holland & Wilder. 

228668 oe a ose Benjamin S. Hedrick. 

J3- TSGDe Nees David Heaton. 

26, 8602" 2.2 mem Benjamin 8. Hedrick. 

D6 MSGGS ae se ee John A. Gilmer. 

Diz t8GGin. soak N. G. Daniel. 

POV ASGCES. caerese Patrick H. Winston, Jr. 

OOS 86G.5). 2 ek Patrick H. Winston, Jr. 

30; AS6G issues 8 W. B. Stipe. 

TS TS866. cca Benjamin §, Hedrick. 

SEG. ee Charles C. Clark. 

Hel SGGaee nsec Josiah Turner, Jr. 

Sal 86Gb. oe ee Benjamin S. Hedrick. 
SOLS 66 nice Benjamin S. Hedrick. 

LO el) S66 Geen Rufus L. Patterson. 

)4 AS66s. eee se J C. Bain. 

TA LB GGs ae ceieke Benjamin §S. Hedrick. 

23; OGG cee Benjamin S. Hedrick. 

ZOPTSOEGL oo eae A. E. Rhodes. 

23; USGG Os scare Miles Lamb. 

SOS AUSEG scmceiaeer George Howard. 

31, US6Gi2 ee W. T. Caldwell. 

SS GGe eee David F. Caldwell. 
wlS 6 Garson Benjamin S. Hedrick. 
SSCS team re William P. Bynum. 

Bel BGG cere ene Benjamin S. Hedrick. 

GIS6G6 Geen wee L. L. Clements and J. Peace, 
Gel SGGwee eee Council Wooten. 

D866. none David F. Caldwell. 


CORRESPONDENCE OF JONATHAN WortTH. 


PLACE. DATE. 
PABNEDOLOS IN] Cisiccs cose tue sie ces Oe Aug. 
Srashington, 1. Co. cnn 2. tx.) Aug. 
valet ob Ns Ors che v Gia waite eles Aug. 
PRAM DOTOSIN. Ost, 2 ashes Seis Aug. 
bveibewer Digi Nict Ch; che saeheaucvs states tei @ Aug. 
Washington, D. C.. 2... 2.2.5.4 Aug. 
Washington, D. -C:...0..0.4 <4. Aug. 
Wramidsor-eNeiGs. oes 2 5 owls cat Sept. 
GOldSHOrOs Ne O.d sare Ss dees os Sept. 
Washington D.C... 32 c.ce5.. + Sept. 
EET oe ONG Ney Chtesttic. ae siee ae Sept. 
GECGNSDOLOs NG EO. oS celecis aera. Sept. 
ivebsters Nes On eis ok iste iebac sve ses Oct. 
PAD CDOTO WON Cease Etats Diesels Sane Oct. 
OM Gru RON Oaerte | oe hanes ean Oct 
Sara ET CR a Oct. 
WES COMPO Oe 5 iators whic’ ala) scare ts Oct 
ALEC IMG ge Noes ic. his swore & Oct. 
I RECTIBDOTO, NNEC scgspoas 6 cna Fie toa Nov. 
mobeson CitywN. C.. . .'.. Nov. 
GECENSDOLTOIIN. Cec ce secon ss Nov. 
me Vel aiid Ogee cs bed oleic le Steno Nov. 
Creensboro, Ne Coes ess ae Nov 
FEICOMONA VEL. 0. cs anes sieiee a 08 Novy. 
Wilmington N.C... 2s .<...5. 2 NOV. 
MSL ONG ope Ne aio Ste ohisne ab bers Nov. 
Washington, D.C... 6. a. oe Noy. 
TE SARET Fd OAS ES 5 Sa tere a ea Dec. 
INS ENGOT Kee Vivre ncvsie-= cooscee os 5 Jan. 
Washington, DzC.........-. Feb. 
Washington, I. Coa. 2 2.6... 6) Feb. 
Pvashnine ton. Ose 3... ace Feb. 
iNT OCOD, Us Cri, onic cinjr- ore Feb. 
EMEA DORON eas. of us iof sore wie ok April 
iets try LOW Cris ond ore levoxsvm note April 
VaR ROM pe» Caer... Uicre oo - April 
Ean DORON se@ arias cc) felevsbec lo erie May 
SihoerHeel NN Cs cic. lea cls oes May 
Rockingham, N. C.............May 
@iyamlottese Nea©- csi). - seis steus>.s * May 
Trinity College, N. C..........June 
Wrashimoton Ds Cre .c t= oo June 
Company’s Shops, N. C........June 
Washington; D.-Gra.0 0... July 
INN NEG AOS ern ope cna aoe July 
WBE da Nice Ores tee ov sievebeieve «rele July 


Washington, D. C.............July 
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WRITTEN BY 

OPUS OO a arenas J. J. Jackson. 

9, 1866........Benjamin 8. Hedrick. 
PASO Gren. aie res Sion H. Rogers. 

QU US GGeranenc- Robert H. Bridgers. 
ZO USO Geipamercteie Sion H. Rogers. 
ZOWMISGG ewes Col. William G. Moore. 
Athy Wetec ats a oe Benjamin 8. Hedrick. 
al SiGe erate Patrick H. Winston. 

SL LSOGi. iets William T. Dortch. 
GSS GO roryeter. Benjamin §. Hedrick. 
10 PASC Gras cys A. V. Sullivan. 

3) aS G Gbeainkien ee David F. Caldwell. 

IB AKOwS a0 0 T. D. Bryson. 

DPS OG meectns dare &. 8. Jackson. 

OPUS GG hcecede has: David L. Saunders. 
TOA OG hice eohs Darius H. Starbuck. 
LOT ASCGp a. acters. J. W. Alspaugh. 
DATS OO See ae E. B.. Drake. 

Dre SOG6ee a cee David F. Caldwell. 

AMUR GG Re eters 3 Daniel L. Russell. 
LOSS GG ne: sae. Calvin H. Wiley. 
VOUS 6Geee = cee G. F. Lewis. 

FATES GG artery David F. Caldwell. 
ESE SUS OG sy acres William Clark. 

22, VOOCe ain le 1° Oscar G. Parsley. 
DOB EO sree. sels Robert B. Gilliam. 
DOT VECO. © ie sie: Benjamin S. Hedrick. 

SABC Cae ees Edwin G. Reade. 
DASUSGC ie Faroe Robert Newman. 
DONS Gils aietebs Benjamin S. Hedrick. 
DAS O.leerel airs Benjamin §. Hedrick. 
PAIS MES a 7 oitoe Benjamin 8. Hedrick. 
Prk s o paaaite Benjamin S. Hedrick. 
DONO OseNh cet aie S. S. Jackson. 

BO PSO lee airs Benjamin §. Hedrick. 
A) puillS Giveeweue nc cnewets David G. Worth. 

Op WerO RS A aicinn ole Henry T. Clark. 

NG AU SOikuatete: » M. McRae. 

Qo USO lee ae Walter F. Leak. 

DMS OUiaer rata twee Zebulon B. Vance. 

GA SGT se rAaus oye Braxton Craven. 
NGPA Goh oo bod Benjamin S. Hedrick. 

DL SO Tita tetera Josiah Turner, Jr. 

Sirol ol eh ore ta Benjamin 8. Hedrick, 

See OG iments seers Barzillai G. Worth. 

APIS Oewran scicss John Goodrich. 

Ile UXO en to alow Benjamin §. Hedrick. 
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PLACE. DATE 

ColerdineN;\ Cawis fees de ae se July 
Washington, Di Giiac ave ene July 
Washington, Divi. nicl «ee Aug. 
SHOT MEM INO rererseanke sas setae Aug. 
ASEM eyed eval ADE (Che ano tonoon! Aug. 
SEB TDOTO ING LC Nersreieessioi cers rates Aug. 
TLCS DOLO,WNG Coeraic, ocemiert ae erie Aug. 
IPACTSDOLO PUN Onesies -ncetateienete Aug 
Walmuinoton, tNis Gacy epetctteer tara: Oct. 
Salemi Nee CO hice csiacetonitecteats Nov. 
Salem Ain Ciciciyese oe arene Noy. 
Wiashinoton, Ww n@ srarrlse ott Nov. 
IEA INGO, co cab oo oqeoo5 OC Dee. 
ING We Ola Cibyacamerates stkersettere Aug. 
ReeduCreek aN Caccts on ceecseistenie Aug. 
‘Goldsborow Ne Gree onsercoeee Aug. 
PE CONOMLY, mn Cen tele a stees eter teaeee Aug. 
RockinohamwNi Ossett anaes Dee. 
Washing tons) i@ armel eters May 


ave rar ie. cll epee isetiect as July 
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WRITTEN BY 

LUAU SCT. ener P. T. Henry. 

U2 SG lien. ore chen Benjamin S. Hedrick. 
Ola BOR ve see Benjamin S. Hedrick. 
Bye hOO liao oi ate hand B. Higgins. 

20 USB T Sis Mentets E. N. Gibson. 

20; NBG iis cee Henry T. Clark. 

PH foveal Vion J. J. Jackson. 

25, WOO sretseras J. J. Jackson. 

28 18G6 ir es aie David G. Worth. 

SLI BGT cc cote tke Joshua Boner. 
OS ABOUT re etert me Joshua Boner. 

DGS VSO ne ae ace Benjamin S. Hedrick. 
TAs 1867s ee William H. Bagley. 
WalSGS een ae se Barzillai G. Worth. 
TO; S68. nee ee Isaac H. Foust. 

DA. VB68 2s de tonees Citizens of Goldsboro. 

28; 186834. = William Clark. 

S71 S68 4, remcer Walter F. Leak. 
S869 Ao. ae John Pool. 
R286 9). a ene F. M. A. Drake. 


MisceLttanrous Lerrers anp Documents Founp IN 


Worru Paprrs. 


WRITTEN BY PLACE. DATE, WRITTEN TO 
Debs ePACKSOM. . . ciaus's 5s Asheboro ....... Dec. 11, 1856..... J. J. Jackson, 
Elvira W. Jackson....Asheboro ....... Mar. 15, 1862.... Fannie Long. 
Daniel Hackney ...... St. Lawrence ....Nov. 29, 1862.... Zebulon B. Vance. 
Sees Norwood: oa./2.0. 4 Teen Oly 5 50) Gras Dec.s 8) 186235 5.5, Zebulon B. Vance. 
I. M. Broils and Wil- . 

Mame Bee PICTCY c:<. 2's 21 Burnsville ...... April LOSIS63 pace. Zebulon B. Vance. 
Elvira W. Jackson....Asheboro ........ Mar. 16, 1865.... Mrs. Jonathan Worth. 
William H. Bagley....Raleigh ......... Jan. © 6, 18660... J. F. P. C. Cohoon. 
Benjamin 8. Hedrick. .Washington,D.C...Jan. 29, 1866..... K. P. Battle. 
William i. Bagley..<-. Raleigh. ~ 0.3.0. April 5,1866.... David B. Bullock. 
Mutllram H- (Bagley..:.|.Raleigh 22.5... moped 15 MEH ge 3 oe John A. Gilmer. 
William: HH. Bagley....Raleigh .......%. Mayan 9s lS66 een Commanding Officer, 

Point Lookout, Md. 
Edward R. Stanley....New Bern ....... June 12,1866..... Nathaniel Boyden. 
Whewis. Hanes! ..::...... Salisbury: os.cs06 June 16, 1866.... J. W. Jones. 
William H. Bagley....Raleigh ......... July 16) 1866e. « Rufus L. Patterson. 
WilhameH. Bagley....Raleigh........- July 26, 1866.... William H. Bryan. 
William H. Bagley....Raleigh ......... AUC MLS LSGGe is W. W. Holden. 
William H. Bagley....Raleigh ......... Depew esl SCseene J. P. Foster. 
William H.-Bagley....Raleigh ......+.. Deer 18 WS86Ge ac David F. Caldwell. 
William H. Bagley....Raleigh ......... Feb. 28,1867.... O. G. Parsley & Co. 
William H. Bagley....Raleigh ......... Febs 28, 18672... H. M. Houston. 
William) He. Bagley... : Raleigh ..... 5.22.5. Peitag teh Wineaiterd O. G. Parsley & Co. 
William H. Bagley....Raleigh ......... Mar. 21,1867.... Drury Lacy. 
William H. Bagley....Raieigh ......... April 2. LS 6 irae ar. Worth & Daniel. 
William H. Bagley....Raleigh ......... April 2, 1867.... Daniel Freeman. 
William H. Bagley....Raleigh ......... Aprile 2 SO ee las Le Polke 
William H. Bagley....Raleigh- ......... April 6, 1867.... John Welsh. 
William H. Bagley....Raleigh ......... April 8, 1867.... David G. Worth. 
William H. Bagley....Raleigh ......... April 9, 1867.... Phineas T. Horton. 
William H. Bagley....Raleigh ......... April 9, 1867.....J. C. Turrentine. 
William H. Bagley....Raleigh ......... April 9, 1867.... C. M. Moss. 
William H. Bagley....Raleigh ......... April 13, 1867..... Mrs. Melvina Wolf. 
William H. Bagley....Raleigh ......... April 18, 1867.... Mrs. R. C. Pritchard. 
William H. Bagley....Raleigh ......... April 19, 1867..... H. T. Hudson. 
William H. Bagley....Raleigh ......... April 19, 1867.... Daniel M. Barringer. 
(EET POH OSLEL 0 2x0-'ss 2 Kinston .. way, 16) 186iirek Gen. Nelson A. Miles. 
William H. Bagley....Raleigh ......... June 21, 1867..... Josiah Turner, Jr. 
Duncan C. McRae..... Fort Macon...... July 6,1867.... Seaton Gales. 
Benjamin Askew ..... AMMO) Geocam coe Octz wo 0 mSOteree Sion H. Rogers. 
William H. Bagley....Raleigh ......... Dec. 25, 1867....: Gen. Edwin R. S. Canby. 
Jigs OSA, Bosnesadoee 1nMMIE KY GAaooe May 25, 1868.... Gen. Edwin R. 8S. Canby. 
William T. Dortch and 

George V. Strong....Goldsboro ....... Aug. 24,1868.... William EK. Pell. 
William H. Bagley....Raleigh ......... Sept. 13, 1869..... H. R. Noel. 


CORRESPONDENCE OF JONATHAN WORTH 


From Stephen B. Gardner. 
Towa Crry, Iowa, Feby. 25th, 1841. 


Yours of the 21st was recd. last mail, which is about 
one month earlier than I have ever got any communication 
from N. C. before at this place. The fact of my letter 
dated the 8th and postmarked the 21st Deer. is not strange 
here, for we have been frequently 3 weeks without a mail 
during the present winter. 

I must in the first place express my gratification at the 
health and domestic happiness which appear to be enjoyed 
by your family, for I find that the friendship and affec- 
tions of my youthful days are far more lively and deep 
than those of more mature years; hence the interest I feel 
in all that concerns your father and all the members of 
his family, and the mutual feelins that has ever been ex- 
pressed by all of you for my unworthy self adds much to 
my gratification. 

You have given me a very plain statement of your feel- 
ings toward M. Van Buren, which, to use the substance 
of your own words, is an evidence of how much the strong- 
est minds may be led astray or swerved from justice by 
their prejudices and imaginary hostility to a truly good 
man. I do not nor did I ever pretend to weigh my judg- 
ment in such matters to yours, for I know that your ac- 
quaintance and knowledge with the policy of the different 
administrations are far better than mine. Yet there is 
nothing short of the hand of Providence can ever convince 
me that Genl. Harrison is a great man either in talents or 
honesty of purpose. There is a disposition in all men to 
lay the blame of all their misfortunes to some cause 
rather than their own imprudence, and of late years the 
President is looked upon as the author of every evil. I 
have examples of this feeling constantly around me. I 
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Political discus- 
sion. Van Buren 
and Harrison. 


Iowa. Opportuni- 
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was talking with a fine old man not long since. Esq. Ham- 
ilton, who lives 2 miles from here. I asked him how all 
his concerns were, he stated that his family were well but 
that his horses had the sore tongue and he expected some 
of them would die. Says he, “Gardner, I have never had 
any luck since Van Buren was elected. I have lost Cattle, 
Hogs and Horses. One of my sons run off and left me and 
one of my daughters has had her Leg Broke; but, thank 
God, we got Harrison in and I think times will alter.” I 
could not help but be partly convinced of the evil influ- 
ences of Van Burenism; every man here who has too many 
children and those who have none are equally loud in their 
vociferations against Van Buren. I am anxious to drop the 
subject of politicks, and think and speak of more “vulgar 
subjects.” I hope, however, that you may be elected to 
Congress because I know you to be eminently qualified 
and well deserving that honor. I say this because I see 
from the Southern Citizen and my former acquaintance 
there that your district can not boast of any man who IL 
would call your superior. 

Now, as to this City and Country, in reply to your en- 
quiries, I will say that I consider this the most healthy 
‘situation I have ever known in the West. Out of a popu- 
lation of 700 there was but one death of an adult last year 
and that was consumption. We are high and dry; excel- 
lent water: a Beautiful River abounds with finest Bass and 
Pike and Salmon. The soil is fertile beyond belief. Tur- 
nips that weigh from 10 to 12 pounds are quite common; 
onions are raised by the field like Irish Potatoes and 
Pumpkins four will frequently load a two-horse wagon, 
every vegetable in proportion; the finest Water and Musk 
Melons { ever saw are here. You will see it is not hard to 
obtain the necessaries of life. Our State House or Capitol 
is progressing slowly: we have very little money in cireu- 
lation but the stores and groceries seem to be doing well. 
We have only 4 stores here and they sell their goods at 
enormous profit. They are laid in at Cincinnati and St. 
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Louis. ‘They freight to Bloomington by Steam Boat on 
the West side of Miss. 32 miles Kast of this place, from 
whence they are hauled. The whole cost of freight does 
not exceed 1.50 per hundred. I am well satisfied that were 
you here with a well assorted stock of goods, capital, say 
$4,000, you could and would make money independent 
of Legal Business, which, bye the bye, would be a source 
of profit in a short time. It is true we have eight lawyers 
here but you may judge of their talent when I say that 
Moses Swaim or Benj. is smarter than any of them. The 
country round here is settling fast and this is the point 
for trade. Any man with a little means and the applica- 
tion you could give can not fail here in a very few years 
to become independent. That is, he could secure for his 
children a valuable tract of land each, and at so cheap a 
rate that it would not materially interfere with the prose- 
cution-of his mercantile business. The communication 
with New York and Phila. is easier than from Asheboro. 
We have some tolerably good schools and will soon have 
better. The society for men or ladies is very far superior 
to any that I ever knew in Asheboro; all the objection to 
this Country is that the winters are too long and cold and 
there is a deficiency of timber in the territory generally. 
I am a poor hand at description, but in what I have said 
I have not in the least exaggerated and have not told near 
all the advantages; but I think I have said enough, added 
to your general knowledge of the West, to make you think 
seriously of seeking a new home in the West, where the 
prospect of yourself and rising family is infinitely greater 
than on the poor hills of Randolph. Should you ever feel 
any ambition for political preferment there is no place 
equal to this while it is young or new. 

If I had attended to my own business while I lived at 
Newport, Ia., and been prudent I might now have been 
worth fifty thousand dollars; as it is I am worth nothing. 
I have met with so many reverses and experienced so much 
of the cold-heartedness of this world, which is not felt till 
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fortune frowns, that I have lost all the elasticity of spirit 
that 1 ever had; nevertheless J think I seem as contented 
as most people. My business in the Olerk’s office is daily 
increasing and I will in 2 or 3 years be worth perhaps a 
$1,000 per annum. But I expect to be removed under the 
new administration. The Judges here appoint their Clerks 
and the President the Judges. Our Judges’ time will be 
up in July, 1842, when a Whig Judge will doubtless be 
put in his place; and of course a Whig Clerk in mine. In 
that event I will go onto my claim and try to become a 
humble tiller of the soil. If you could be here in time you 
might get a Judgeship in this Territory. It is worth 
$1,500 per year, paid by U. S. In fact I advise you to 
get your friends in and out of Congress to recommend 


you strongly to the President and you may probably suc- 


Message to friends. 


ceed. Our Governor and Judges, etc., have all been im- 
ported from the States. The Judges will all go out Ist 
July, 1842, recollect. I will answer Addison when I get 
the Biography of our connexions from him. Say to Cousin 
Martitia that I could not expect 16 years to pass over with- 
out making some inroads on her charms, but if the same 
spirit of animation remains her attractions would not be 
lessened. My love to her and all your children. I hope 
they will not forget me as I am still of the opinion I shall 
see them some day yet. Don’t forget to mention me to 
your father and mother and all the family. Tell Evilina 
if she was here she would not long remain single. There 
are at least 4 Batchelors to one single woman in the coun- 
try; every girl that was marriageable has gone off this win- 
ter. Indeed it has been my only cash business (Marriage 
License). We have no newspaper published here yet but 
shall the ensuing summer. I have long since subscribed 
for one to be sent to Addison. I hope to hear from you 
soon, and it will be the result of your reflections of moving 
here, ete. God knows how much I should like to see you 
once more. I have said enough for one letter. For fur- 
ther particulars enquire in your next. 
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From. Charles Fisher. 


PRIVATE AND CONFIDENTIAL. 
Satispury, April 8th, 1841. 


I intended to have had some conversation with you at 


Lexington, but you left there before I had opportunity of Opposition to 
; v Rencher. Cam- 


paign material 
against him. 


doing so. What I intended to have said is that if you have 
any idea of running for Congress you need not be prevented 
from doing so by the apprehension that there will be a 
candidate started on our side as soon as two of your side 
may be in the field. I have every reason to believe that no 
such idea is entertained. Nor do I think that the opposi- 
tion will start a candidate, though there might be more than 
two Whigs in the field. We are unwilling however to see 
Abraham Rencher’ elected, and I may say that it is the 
feeling of both parties in Rowan and Davie. He can in 
no event get the Democratic vote: even Dr. Henderson’® 
would be supported in preference to him. If you start 
my opinion is, you will get more votes in Rowan than both 
of them, and if Henderson does not run you will get nearly 
all in opposition to Rencher. So likewise in Davie. If 
Henderson runs he may beat you a few votes in Davie, 
though this is not certain. In Davidson, against another 
Whig candidate, Henderson can do nothing. You can 
get a large vote there in opposition to Rencher, though he 
is stronger there than here: his friends, however, are 
chiefly about Lexington and Possum Town. In short, if 


1 Charles Fisher, b. 1789, d 1849. State Senator 1818; member of 
the House of Commons frequently, Speaker 1831. Member of Con- 
vention of 1835. Member of Congress 1819, 1821, 1839-1841. Refused 
to be nominated for Governor in 1846. 

2 Abram Rencher, b. in Wake 1804. Member Congress 1829-1839, 
1841-1843. A devoted Whig, he disagreed with most of his party and 
supported President Tyler’s course. He was chargé d’affaires to Por- 
tugal from 1843 to 1847. Buchanan made him Governor of New Mexico. 


3 Dr. Pleasant Henderson, long clerk of the House of Commons. 
Fisher had defeated him for Congress in 1839. 
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you, Henderson and Rencher run you will beat them both, 
or if you run against either you will be elected with ease. 
This is my candid opinion. Rencher was here at the Genl. 
Muster and was badly received by both parties. Hender- 
son has not been here in five or six months. In this count- 
ing on the vote of the opposition you will, of course, under- 
stand that we do not go for you as a first choice, but in 
preference to Mr. R. or Dr. H., the only persons who prob- 
ably will be candidates besides yourself. We think that 
Rencher can not be counted on by either party. As a 
proof I here enclose you a copy of a letter heretofore writ- 
ten by him. You can see the original in the hands of Mr. 
Hargraves, who is a thorough nullifier, and has always 
been. You can make use of this extract in any way you 
may think best. JI will mention another fact which you 
can use if you like. During the time Rencher was in Con- 
gress he pocketed for mileage $941.60 more than he was 
entitled to. I have the official papers to show it, and if 
you become a candidate I will hand them over to your 
friends. You can assert the fact with perfect safety, 
though it may perhaps be as well not to use my name just 
now. Just however as you may think most prudent in this 
respect. 

On the whole my opinion is that you can be elected with 
great ease even single-handed with R. or Dr. H., or even 
both together. 


From Samuel Silliman. 


Satissury, April 17th, 1841. 


Your letter of the 12th was owing to my absence at the 
Davie Superior Court not delivered until the evening of 
the 15th, and the announcement immediately handed to 
the Watchman which appears as early as the first publica- 
tion afterwards. I regret that you and Mr. Rencher 
should be in opposition as I think the result must be un- 
favorable to you. The reasons why I think so are that he 
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has taken the start of you so far on the West of the Yad- 
kin, and is personally acquainted with a large majority of 
the voters, while your acquaintance is very limited and 
the time before the day of election is too short to overcome 
that disadvantage. There is another circumstance that 
will operate against you, strange as it may appear, it is 
nevertheless true. The Fisher clan, particularly the loco- 
foco party, are understood to intend favoring your pre- 
tensions, and anything that savors of Fisherism is odious 
and consequently unpopular, and Mr. Rencher will no 
doubt take advantage of the circumstances too plausible 
to be successfully controverted, furnishing a theme of dec- 
lamation powerful and so easily available. Being forced 
into this false position by the favor of Charles Fisher, I 
greatly fear, will render your success in this part of the 
district very doubtful. I can not state with certainty 
whether the editors of the Watchman will support you or 
not. My impression is that they will be neutral—there 
shall be other candidates. There was ten delegates ap- 
pointed to the Asheboro convention from this county, one 
of which was I. Bruner, of the Watchman, and he, like the 
others, failed to attend. J have thus candidly given my 
views on the subject that you may be forewarned and if 


possible forearmed to encounter the difficulties before you. » 


They have not been mentioned by me to any other person 
whatever; it may be that they will not arise exactly as I 
have conjectured. Wishing success to your enterprise. 

I am respectfully your obedient servant, 


To the Freemen of the Tenth Congressional District. 


Friitow Crrizens:—The principal tendency of my op- 
ponent’s reply to my Circular of the 19th instant is to 
create odium against me by indirectly accusing me of being 
guilty of the “dirty work” of seeking in the sanctuary of 
a private correspondence for matter of accusation against 
him, and thereby turning public attention from the points 
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I had raised, to wit: His insincerity and duplicity as a 
politician. Let us review the matter a moment and see 
how far I have merited the coarse epithets he applies 
to me. 

In Mr. Rencher’s Circular of the 19th instant he tells 
you that last summer he heard of the misrepresentations 
that had been made as to the letter to Mr. Hargrave, and 
that he then challenged its production, if it contained any- 
thing in conflict with the opinions he then advocated. So 
much was said about it in the Western part of the District 
where many persons had seen it before I ever heard of it, 
that Mr. Rencher deemed it necessary to refer to it week 
before last in his speech at Mocksville, and triumphantly 
challenged its publication. The original letter had been 
shown to some of the Whigs in that vicinity by Mr. Fisher 
two years ago, while Mr. Rencher was spoken of as a prob- 
able candidate against him. When it had thus been shown 
to several persons, and reports were in circulation as to its 
contents prejudicial to my opponent, and he had twice 
challenged its production in public speeches, I submit to 
my bitterest opponent, in whose bosom there is a particle 
of fairness, whether it was not the honorable course to 
publish it, and thereby give Mr. Rencher an opportunity 
to reply. In the next place he attempts to create preju- 
dice against me by calling what I have published “a gar- 
bled extract,” thereby intending to make the impression 
that the import of the extract would have been varied by 
the publication of the entire letter. I am glad he has pub- 
lished the remaining portion which he deems material. 
I had quoted the paragraph I published, not to prove that 
Mr. Rencher was in favor of the administration. I made 
no such intimation—for he abuses the administration in 
the extract itself. I quoted it to prove what it does prove, 
and what no ingenuity can evade, that while he was pub- 
licly professing to be a Whig, when writing to a gentleman 
to whom such opinions would be acceptable, he says he is 
on “neutral ground” ; and speaking of the opposition which 


CORRESPONDENCE OF JONATHAN Wortu. 


consisted of the friends of Mr. Clay and General Harri- 
son he speaks of them as a party with which he is then 
“compelled to act!” Mind the words I pray you: “Those 
with whom I am now compelled to act.’ I do not com- 
plain of the gentleman’s old-fashioned Republicanism, but 
of his acknowledgment that he acts with the Whig party, 
not from choice, but from compulsion. He says this is 
“an eatract from a private letter written in the confidence 
of personal and political friendship.” It is here due to 
Mr. Hargrave to say that he did not regard it as involving 
any breach of propriety to show it to others, for he then 
respected Mr. Rencher as a candid politician who had the 
same set of opinions for the private ear of a friend and 
for his constituents at large. But let us admit that it was, 
what Mr. Rencher says it was, a letter written “in the con- 
fidence of personal and _ political friendship.” Which 
would look to us to exhibit the true and genuine sentiments 
of his heart, a confidential letter to a friend, or his public 
declaration to the people ? 

As to the miserable flourish that I ‘seem to rest my 
claims to your confidence and support” on the discovery 
and publication of this alarming letter, I have only to 
say that he well knew I did not discover it. It had been 
seen and read by many before I ever heard of it, and the 
extract had even been published in a newspaper before I 
went to Lexington to see it: and I published it, not to show 
any merit in myself, but the want of it in my opponent, 
so far as candor and sincerity are concerned; and as to any 
pretensions to merit on my part I think I have made none, 
unless it is to be found in the presumptuous act of putting 
myself in competition with a gentleman whose power (he 
tells us with great complacency) some “have felt in times 
past and others fear it for time to come.” 
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vention. 


Delegates from Davidson and a portion of the Delegates 
from the County of Chatham, to a Convention which has 
been proposed at Asheboro. The two upper counties, 
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Rowan and Davie, were not represented. From Chatham 
two sets of delegates attended, one of them appointed in a 
meeting at Pittsboro, in which Mr. Rencher appeared and 
made a speech, and which instructed its delegates not to 
commit themselves to the support of any candidate than 
Mr. Rencher, or something to this effect, as you may see 
by reference to their published proceedings, which are not 
now before me; and at the head of this delegation Mr. 
Rencher himself “wended” his way to Asheboro. Another 
set of delegates also attended from Chatham, appointed by 
a meeting opposed to Mr. Rencher. Chatham was, there- 
fore, neutralized. Three delegates appeared from David- 
son, appointed by a meeting in Lexington, consisting of 
13 persons, who undertook to speak for their County. The 
delegates from Randolph and one set of the delegates from 
Chatham thought, under these circumstances, that they 
ought not to attempt to make a nomination, and declined 
to do so. I should not have referred to this matter had it 
not suited Mr. Rencher or his friends in publishing what 
occurred at Asheboro to suppress the fact, that a respect- 
able portion of the Whigs of Chatham were so much op- 
posed to Mr. Rencher that they sent up delegates who 
wished to bring out some other candidate. Let me not be 
understood as blaming Mr. Rencher’s friends. They acted 
without the knowledge of the facts I have brought to light 
and shall bring to light. 


Mr. Rencher’s In relation to the “mileage” affair to which Mr. Rencher 
recor n regard to . ° . . 
mileage. refers in his Postscript, I have only to say that the evidence 


upon which it rests was placed in my hands some days 
ago, with liberty to use in such way as I might deem 
proper; but conclusive as this evidence is I hesitated to 
give it publicity, or even to speak of it, except to a few 
personal friends whom I consulted as to the course I ought 
to pursue. When I reached Davie I heard that the report 
was abroad there and here. It originated with others and 
was known to many persons before I ever heard of it. 
As the gentleman has thought proper to allude to it I shall 
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pursue the course which I think the fair and honorable 
one in electioneering—publish the whole matter and let 
the gentleman make his defense. I am not his accuser. 
I shall merely state facts which have been placed in my 
possession, but which I had no agency in procuring. I 
merely make these introductory remarks to show that I 
have not been prompted either by desire of political pre- 
ferment or unfriendly feeling toward Mr. Rencher to hunt 
out these matters. The personal relations between us 
have hitherto been friendly. I think it due to him that 
the grave charge which has been put in circulation against 
him should assume a shape that he may be enabled to offer 
his defense to the people. 

He says: “I stop the press to correct another pitiful 
misrepresentation which is intended to be made, if it has 
not already been made, in some parts of the district. It 
is that while a member of Congress I received more mile- 
age than I was justly entitled by law. The charge is to- 
tally untrue.” This is a charge directly affecting Mr. 
Rencher’s integrity as a public servant, and if untrue 
those who made it deserve the most severe condemnation ; 
but if it be true, what then? Will he not be guilty of the 
double offense, of first taking more of the public money 
than he was entitled to, and secondly, of denying it after 
having done so? He says this was sent in a letter from 
Salisbury to Pittsborough, ete. Of this I know nothing. 
If it is intended to insinuate that it was done through 
my agency or by my connivance I spurn the insinuation. 
Documents have been placed in my hands, however, which 
T am sorry to say prove the charge to be true. Before I 
give you the facts in the case let me give you the law. I 
have it before me. Mr. Rencher says, “Under the law as 
it now stands members of Congress are paid by the water 
route, though it often doubles the distance by land.” The 
Act of Congress says that “each Representative shall be 
allowed eight dollars for every 20 miles of the estimated 
distance, by the most usual road, from his place of resi- 
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dence to the seat of Congress, at the commencement and 
end of every session.” The law then allows “eight dollars 
for every 20 miles of the estimated distance “by the usual 
road.” Myr. Rencher lives at Pittsborough, and the most 
usual road, the one along which nine-tenths of the passen- 
gers from Raleigh to Washington go, is by Petersburg, 
Richmond and Fredericksburg, which is the mail route. 
What is the estimated distance from Pittsborough to 
Washington City? Go into any Post-Office in the coun- 
try, and the Post-Master will show you the books that will 
give you the estimated distance. I have that published 
in 1828 before me. It states the distance to be 324 miles 
at that time. That of 1836 is also before me amd states 
the distance at 319 miles. Mr. Rencher says he some- 
times traveled by this route and sometimes went by other 
and longer ones, but he does not recollect his mileage. He 
was in Congress from 1829 to 1839, making 10 regular 
sessions and one extra session. I have a certified copy of 
his account from the Treasury Department for each of the 
eleven sessions, showing that Mr. Rencher received pay 
each session for 430 miles going to Congress and 430 miles 
returning home. I have also the certificate of Mr. Dorsey, 
Sergeant-at-Arms, who pays the members, which shows 
that Mr. Rencher certified his distance to be 430 miles. 
Let us suppose the longest distance stated in the Post- 
office books, to wit, 324 miles, to be the true distance, and 
it will appear that Mr. Rencher certified his mileage to 
be 106 more than it was each way, or 212 miles each ses- 
sion more than it was and received pay accordingly. 
Eleven times 212 makes 2,332 miles, which at $8 for 
every 20 miles, or 40 cents per mile, makes $932.80, 
which he received from the Public Treasury more than 
he was entitled to by law. Mr. Rencher admits he trav- 
eled the mail route to Richmond, Fredericksburg, ete., 
sometimes. How happens it then that his mileage is the 
same every session? But the Act of Congress allows pay 
to a member according “to the estimated distance by the 
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most usual road,” and not according to the distance on any 
route the members may choose to travel. If the law al- 
lowed a member 40 cents per mile on any route he might 
choose to go it might suit some members to take shipping 
on the Pacific and sail around Cape Horn to Washington. 

It is proper to say that other members from North 
Carolina did not charge for constructive journeys. Mr. 
Dorsey’s certificate shows the mileage of each member of 
Congress from North Carolina, as certified by themselves, 
for the first and second sessions of the 24th Congress, com- 
mencing 7th Dec., 1835, for the first session, and ending 
3d March, 1837, for the second session. This shows that 
while Mr. Rencher is certifying his distance to be 430 
miles, Dr. Montgomery, of Orange, who lives more than 
20 miles further from Raleigh, charges only 351 miles; 
Mr. McKay, of the Wilmington District, only 395, and 
Mr. Williams, of Surry, 390 miles. 

I have also a duly certified copy from the report of the 
Committee on Mileage, made in pursuance of one of the 
standing rules of the House of Representatives, for the 
first session of the last Congress. It shows that Mr. Hill, 
of Stokes, charged for 350 miles; Mr. Williams, 390 miles, 
and Mr. Fisher, of Salisbury, who goes right by Mr. Ren- 
cher’s door, a distance of 85 miles from Salisbury, charges 
for 413 miles—17 miles less than Mr. Rencher. 

One of the great complaints which the Whigs urged 
against the Van Burenites was their extravagance. I ask 
the Whigs of this District if we are to censure constructive 
journeys in Thomas H. Benton, and cover them with the 
mantle of charity when one of our own party practices the 
same thing? I know you will not. All honest men of 
every party will look upon such conduct, by whomsoever 
practiced, with disgust and indignation. Violent parti- 
zans may overlook it. The people at large, who love their 
Country more than their party, will not. 

But Mr. Rencher will endeavor to impair the force of 
these facts by saying they were furnished me by his ene- 
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mies—by some of those who have “felt his power in times 
past, and fear it in times to come.” Your good sense will 
teach you that it does not matter where it comes from. 
Your inquiry should be, is it true? Our friends seldom 
hunt up and expose our faults. 

Now that Mr. Rencher may not say that I have pub- 
lished this charge after it is “too late to be contradicted” 
I hereby give notice to him and to the people of the Dis- 
trict that I will be at Asheborough with my documents on 
Tuesday of May Court; at Salisbury, on Thursday of May 
Court; at Mocksville, on Friday, the 7th day of May; at 
Lexington, on Saturday, the 8th day of May; and at Pitts- 
boro, on Tuesday of May Court. I do not make this propo- 
sition by way of challenge. I do it to give my opponent, 
what I ask for myself, a fair hearing. 

I am, very respectfully, 

Your fellow-citizen, 
JonaTHAN WorTH. 

Sauissury, April 28th, 1841. 


To John Long. 


AsHExoRO, July 8th, 185}. 

Your letter in relation to getting up a convention to ap- 
point Delegates to meet those of Alamance to nominate a 
Candidate for Senator reached me after I had my horse 
in my buggy to go to Cumberland to attend to important 
business. I handed your letter to my brother, J. M. Worth, 
and requested him to confer with others and act in the 
premises as they might think best. He reported to me on 
my return that all thought the time was so short and the 
season so busy that it would be impossible to get up large 
primary meetings; that it was evident that Dr. Lane, 
though pretending extreme reluctance, intended to be a 
Candidate, and the nomination of a candidate by delegates 
appointed by small primary meetings would furnish him 
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with the very weapon he desired to beat his opponent; and 
all concurred, therefore, in declining to make an attempt 
to get up a Convention. It was evident Dr. Lane’s friends 
would not participate in it. Of the correctness of these 
views I have no doubt. 

There has been no Convention in any County belonging 
to the Congressional District in which Genl. Dockery and 
I ran since that race excepting the very imposing one which 
nominated Deberry* to the exclusion of Dockery and Lit- 
tle. Public prejudice or the public judgment is inveterate 
against them, and an adroit demagogue can beat the nomi- 
nee of any ordinary convention. 

The result is that Dr. Lane is likely to run without op- 
position. That a man so utterly devoid of every attribute 
of a gentleman should be our Senator is most humiliating 
to me. He exerts a powerful influence with many of our 
citizens, and our men seeking public preferment are afraid 
to incur his displeasure, and those who do not seek such 
preferment take no steps to bring about concerted opposi- 
tion. 

_ There would be no danger of the election of a democrat 

if two Whigs ran for the Senate. This county polled in 
1840 1,017 Senate votes. Its full strength has not been 
called out since. The vote was 777 Whig, 240 dem. I do 
not know the strength of Alamance, but I suppose the ma- 
jority against us is small. 

Dr. Lane has never got a large vote. His opposition has 
never been strong. 

Since writing the foregoing I hear that Alamance will 
run Mebane in the Commons. If this be so I propose that 
we concentrate on J. H. Foust. Hold a consultation with 
Mr. Troy, Col. Brown and others. I think we can elect 
Foust without his being a Candidate. If we fail, it can 
not mortify him since the concentration on him ought to 
be without consulting him—entirely without his knowl- 


1 Edward Deberry, of Montgomery county. Member of Congress 
1829-1831, 1833-45, 1849-1851. 
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edge. If you and Troy and Brown approve this plan can 
you suggest any other name so suitable? Your location en- 
ables you to know something of Alamance. If you three 
will fix on the man to be voted for I will endorse. 

I hear that Pleasant Holt, a democrat, is a Candidate 
and that he is with us on the public lands and will vote for 
Badger. If this be so I will vote for him in preference to 
Lane. My preference and wish is that Foust be fixed on; 
and that concentration be brought about by the publication 
of cards somewhat as follows, with as many signatures as 
can be conveniently got. 

The undersigned citizens of Randolph and Alamance, 
at the approaching election, propose to cast our votes for 
Isaac H. Foust to represent us in the Senate of our next 
Legislature, and hereby invite the cooperation of those who 
may prefer him to the candidate before us. 

This nomination is made without consulting Mr. Foust 
and without his knowledge. 


July, 1854. 


I will sign such a paper and procure many others to sign — 
it; but I think the plan, if you approve it, had better seem 
to originate in your quarter. 

Let me hear fronr you soon. 


P. S.—If Mebane is not a Candidate for the Commons 
in Alamance then I would run him instead of Foust. 


To Isaac Holt. 
Asuesoro, July 8th, 1854. 


ton as tom a ren ind asia cc themselves as to our Candi- 
ee predicted. No opposition can be 
brought out against Dr. Lane by a convention which can 
be successful. Public prejudice here is inveterate against 
conventions. An adroit demagogue can easily create the 


same sentiment in Alamance. Dr. Lane’s popularity is 
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greatly overestimated. He has never run against formid- 
able opposition and has never got a large vote. A very 
large portion of this county will not vote for him under 
any circumstances. Those who are unwilling that one so 
void of all honorable sentiments as Dr. Lane shall be our 
Senator are determining to concentrate and vote on Meb- 
ane, although he is not a Candidate. He will certainly 
receive a large vote in this county, and if Alamance should 
give him a strong pull he will certainly be elected. 

Nothing should be said to Mebane about [Rest of para- 
graph illeguble. | 

Please let me hear from you soon. I heard yesterday 
evening that Alamance would run Mebane in the Com- 
mons. If this be true it will be necessary to concentrate 
on some other man. He should be a man of high intelli- 
gence and exemplary moral worth. How would John 
Long, I. H. Foust or Henry B. Elliott do? ‘Can you sug- 
gest another ? 


To Calvin H. Wiley. 
Asueporo, Sept. 21st, 1855. 
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regard the 35 Sec. of the act of last Session requiring them 
to distribute the money equally among the districts as so 
flagrantly unjust and unreasonable that we are extremely 
reluctant to carry it out. 

Do you regard the 39th and 41st sections of the Act as 
repealing the privilege contained in the charter to Normal 
Colleges to free certificates to teachers ? 

Under the provisions of the late Act at what time do 
you consider the Sheriffs bound to account for the School 
tax ? 

The 53 Sec. provides only for blanks on which Chair- 


1Calvin Henderson Wiley, Superintendent of Public Instruction of 
North Carolina. 


terpretation of the 


districts of this County are 27 and 168. The Board here school law. 
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men are to make their returns. Are no more blanks to be 
furnished on which the committee of examination may is- 
sue certificates and the school committee make their re- 
turns ¢ ; 

I now need blanks of both the latter descriptions. 

Your views on these matters will much oblige me. 

I suggest for your consideration whether or not the 
blanks, on which Chairmen are to make their returns, 
ought not to have a column showing the balance due the 
several districts at the annual settlement preceding. 

Can you or the State derive any useful information 
from the column reporting the names of teachers and their 
grade of scholarship, that it seems to me you can deduce 
no satisfactory conclusions from this part of the report. 
But your position enables you to see the workings of the 
system throughout the State and possibly it may be of use 
in some point of view which does not occur to me. 


To Thomas Bragg. 


AsHEBoRO, Oct. 10th, 1856. 


The 41 Sec. of the Act of the last session relating to 
County Schools, forbidding the chairman to pay a draft 
in favor of a teacher unless he exhibit a certificate from 
the committee of examination, in effect repeals the 4th 
Sec. of the Act of 1852 chartering Normal Colleges. (See 
Acts of 1852, page 161), if the Legislature have power 
to repeal this provision in the N. College Charter. 

I am chairman for this County, and upon the reasoning 
in the Mills vs. Williams, 11 Ired., 558, conclude that the 
Legislature have the power to repeal, but I feel by no means 
certain that my conclusion is correct. 

The responsibility of deciding on this ‘question at their 
peril ought not to rest on chairmen. I submit for your 
consideration whether it would not be well to get the opin- 
ion of the Att. Genl. and publish it, that there may be uni- 
formity of action on the part of chairmen. 
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To B. Douglas & Co. 


AsHEBORO, N. C., Dec. 1st, 1855. 

Yours of the 20th ult. is just received. The gentlemen List of attorneys in 
of the bar practicing in this county, with their Post Office ha ie 
annexed, find below: 

Geo. C. Mendenhall, Wm. P. Mendenhall, Jamestown, 

Guilford Co., N. C. 

John A. Gilmer, Ralph Gorrell, Robt. P. Dick, James 
T.- Morehead, Greensboro, N. C. 

J. M. Leach, James Long, Lexington, N. C. 

Wm. W. Long, Long’s Mill, Randolph County, N. C. 

D. W. C. Johnson, Eden, Randolph County, N. C. 

Jonathan Worth (residing in Randolph County), 

James M. A. Drake, R. H. Brown, Asheboro, N. C. 

J. J. Jackson, Pittsboro, N. C. 

The undersigned and his son-in-law, J. J. Jackson, prac- 
tice in Co-partnership in the counties of Randolph, Chat- 
ham, Moore and Harnett. There is no other partnership 
among the members of the bar here so far as I know. I 
understand your inquiry as to partnerships to apply to 
legal and not mercantile co-partnerships. 


Asuesoro, July 12th, 1856. 
My Dear Srr:—I thank you for your friendly letter of Dissatisfaction 


with national con- 
the 6th. JI am as you know a Whig of the original parcel, ventions. 
but I am attached to the Union in much [neat three lines 
illegible} hence I thought both parties ought to have 
nominated for the presidency and vice-presidency those 
who in the late turmoil had the moral courage to breast the 
storm while the issue was uncertain. Hence I had decided 
if the democrats nominated Cass or Douglas and the Whigs 
nominated any man who, though he might be for the com- 
promise, measures, was willing to avoid the displeasure of 
the extremists by suppressing his opinions, I would vote 
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for the democrat. Such I think was the position of Gen- 
eral Scott. I thought he was sound on the compromise 
but that he was willing for the sake of the presidency to 
refrain from a public avowal of his position at the instance 
of the abolition Whigs, and thereby allow them to use his 
name as a means of breaking down Filmore and Webster. 
The abolition Whigs knew they could not nominate a man 
of their own stamp with any chance of success, but were 
willing to support one who had rendered himself less ob- 
noxious by having been less prominent and who was willing 
to offer them the courtesy of his silence till after the nomi- 
nation as a bid for their votes. He took pains that the 
South should know his real sentiments, but under color 
of a high sense of decorum and dignity procured the sup- 
port of the abolition Whigs by refraining from a public 
avowal of his opinion through the press. These are (I am 
sorry to say, are ) my views. 

SS But I did not hesitate a moment to decide on supporting 
the nominees of the Whig Convention in preference to those 
of the democrats. The democratic nomination was subject 
to all my objections against Scott, and would not carry 
out one of my principles while the Whig nominee would. 
Besides, I have never doubted the success of the Whig 
nomination. I think Scott will get more votes than Fil- 
more or Webster. Churubusco, Chapultepec, Mexico will 
have the claims of the battle of New Orleans. And it has 
become a settled precedent with Whig presidents to [next 
line illegible] the Whig Convention made a provision for 
that very contingency which meets my heartiest approval. 
I shall support the nominee by every fair means in my 
power. 

Opinion ot I formed my opinion of Filmore while he was in the 
House of Representatives at the head of the Committee 
of Ways and Means. I regarded him then, and I have 
since become confirmed in it, as one of the very few men 
in the high political station who “would rather be right 
than be President.” 
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I have perhaps troubled you too much with my humble 
views. 

This county will do all you will expect from her. I 
have the vanity to believe that I constitute my full share 
in forming and establishing her political position, and, 
however it may have been formed, no county in the State 
has been more stable for the last 12 years. 

I should be glad to be satisfied that Scott’s refusal to 
publish his opinions on the compromise before his nomina- 
tion sprang from no motive unworthy of the frank and 
noble soldier. 


From 8. S. Jackson to J. J. Jackson.* 
AsuHxEBoro, Dec. 11th, 56. 


I understand that you are in Raleigh and therefore I Regarding appoint. 
write this line and direct it to that place. You know that University of North 
I was at home a few weeks ago, and went from there to 
Ch. Hill in order to see something about the Tutorship 
that was offered me. When I got to Ch. Hill I found 
that the Faculty did not have the power to appoint the 
Tutor. But their duty was to recommend some names to 
the Trustees and out of the number the Trustees would 
make the selection. I think that I can safely say that I 
have no fears about being elected, provided—What I wish 
you to do is to make inquiry when the annual meeting of 
the Trustees is. 

I wrote to Mr. F. M. Hubbard to ascertain the fact, 
but have not as yet heard from him, and for fear that he 
may neglect to inform me immediately I therefore wish 
you to do it. Make the inquiry as if you had no particu- 
lar motive. It is more than likely that the meeting has 
been held. If that is the case I would be glad if you would 
ask if they had selected any one to supply the vacancies 


1g. §. Jackson, of Pittsboro, a graduate of the University of North 
Carolina in the class of 1854. He was later a Tutor in the institution 
and, after the Civil War a lawyer. 
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which had been occasioned by the resignation of Messrs. 
Brown, Wetmore, ete. And if so, who. All these things 
can be ascertained from Gov. Manly. You know that at 
the last County Court of Chatham Gov. Manly had a lit- 
tle conversation with me about it. 

As soon as I hear who is elected, and should I be the 
one, I shall go immediately to Chatham and from there 
to Ch. Hill and from there to Raleigh. I shall marry 
some time this month and go probably to Petersburg. It 
is my present intention so to do. Everything is now agree- 
able. 

I have understood that the land on the river was not sold 
by Hugh Waddell. If that is the case, and if it is to be 
sold at February Court, I think that you ought to have it 
advertised. 

I am very glad that the Bill for the Coal Field Road is 
now almost certain to pass. If you are very flush of money 
I shall be very glad to get a little. I borrowed a little from 
an old man in the Cty. of Chatham but it is dwindled 
down. I bought some clothes and joined the Masons, etc., 
all of which I had to pay. 

All are very well. Mr. Worth is in Cumberland; will 
be back in a few days. Give my love to all at home, Sis 
Mary, ete. 


To Rev. George McNeill. 
Asueporo, Dec. 27th, 1856. 


Regarding a post ~=-- You are at liberty to refer to me and to-command any 
ity faculty: influence I possess in relation to obtaining the situation 
you desire in the University, but it will not be possible for 
me to attend the meeting of the trustees at which the ap- 
pointment is to be made. I have no doubt your scholastic 
attainments would enable you to fill the chair of adjunct 
Professor of Languages with credit to yourself and the 
University. I wished to have answered by the last mail 
but I knew that my new son-in-law, S. S. Jackson, was 
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promised by the faculty the post of tutor of the Greek and 
Latin languages ; that he had, at the request of Gov. Swain, 
lately visited Chapel Hill and thought I might be able on 
seeing him to get some information on the subject which 
might be useful to you. His understanding is that no ad- 
junct professor of languages is to be appointed and he is 
unable to inform me whether any persons have been fixed 
upon by the faculty to be recommended for the other va- 
eancies. He graduated with the first distinction 18 months 
ago and I understand was invited by the faculty to be a 
candidate, and I suppose will of course receive the appoint- 
ment of tutor. 

We are all well and should be happy to hear that you 
had been restored to perfect health. 


To Calvin H. Wiley. 
Asuesoro, March Sth, 1858. 


I have been grievously oppressed with business for a 
few weeks past, so that I have not attended to everything 
in due time. I recd. from you a letter, now mislaid, in 
which you stated you thought there was error in my ac- 
count as, chairman, or that it was not quite intelligible. 
My recollection is that you did not specify the difficulty. 
I think there can be no inaccuracy and suppose the point 
is this, in this ‘County no schools are taught in the sum- 
mer, and the principle of division long adopted by us 
makes the calculation distributing the money among the 
districts troublesome. The money received in the spring 
would not be used by the districts, if divided, till the Fall 
Dividend and the County tax come to hand. Immediately 
after they come to hand I make up my account, and this 
is the account sent you in the Fall of the next year and 
consequently does not embrace the Spring dividend received 
from the State after the account is made out. All my ac- 
counts show that I am charged only with the funds received 
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apparent error in 
school accounts. 
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up to the time it is made out, and do not purport to em- 
brace the dividend received in May following. If you are 
reviewing them with the view of ascertaining the bal. in 
the hands of the chm. at the date of the return of the ac- 
count to you, then to the balance in my hands, as shown at 
the time the return is made to you, should be added the 
dividend received the previous spring. My account pur- 
ports to make me Dr. to cash recd. and balance in my 
hands at the date of making it out in the Fall, say 1856, 
and my disbursements to the time it is returned to you, say 
Fall 1857, and does not purport to include on the debtor 
side anything received in 1857. 

If I have not made myself intelligible or the supposed 
error is in some other particular, I will be at any pains to 
explain as I have always endeavored to be strictly accu- 
rate, and have always so proved my accounts that I felt 
certain they were right. When a chance school is taught 
after the receipt of the Spring Dividend I always pay the 
district its supposed share of the Spring dividend and 
charge it to the district, and if it turns out to be more or 
less than proves to be due it is unimportant. This mode 
of keeping the account injures nobody and saves me much 
labor. 

I ought perhaps to have declined to serve as chairman 
the past and present years, because in addition to my 
other heavy business engagements other heavy duties in- 
voluntarily devolve on me, so that I have been oppressed 
by my engagements and may not have attended to all the 
details with sufficient accuracy. I have been induced to 
retain the post because I felt a deep interest in the success 
of the system and feared no successor would be found who 
would discharge the duties so well. If I have committed 
an error, especially in relation to my pecuniary duties, it 
would be exceedingly mortifying to me. 

GREENSBORO. 
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To John A. Gilmer. 
Asursoro, Mar. 9th, 1858. 
In reply to yours of the 4th inst. I am for any course atibade towards 


: 3 ’ : ¥ . affairs in Kansas, 
in relation to the Lecompton constitution which will put Expression of con- 


fidence in Gilmer, 
an end to agitation in Congress. Not a particle of the ex- 
citement prevails among any class of our people which 
seems to agitate Congress. 

I think the leading principle of the Nebraska act is 
right, that the most abominable frauds were practiced in 
the Kansas elections and that it will be right, per se, to 
let them vote again, and I feel indifferent as to the result 
of the election, and such I believe is the general sentiment 
of nearly all with whom I have had intercourse; but I have 
confidence that you will not allow excitement to control 
your judgment, and know your means of understanding all 
the points are far better than mine and have no doubt the 
course you may deem it expedient to adopt will be the 
result of reasoning which will be satisfactory to me. I 
have no idea slavery will long exist in Kansas and think 
we are fighting for a shadow. 


[P. S.]—What about Pennal Hendricks 4 


To John A. Gilmer. 
AsuEsoro, May 26th, 1858. 


You will have learned that I am a candidate to represent Asks assistance in 
keeping Dr, Lane 


1 , from opposing his 
Randolph and Alamance in the Senate and that Dr. Lane fom opposing 


is threatening to oppose me. I can not learn that he has St Senate. 
yet fully declared himself a candidate. If he should come 
out it is manifest that it would be prejudicial to our party 
and might possibly result in the election of a democrat. 


1 John A. Gilmer was at this time a Whig Member of Congress. He 
had been defeated in 1856 for Governor by Thomas Bragg. Lincoln, 
in 1861, offered him a place in his Cabinet in the hope of encouraging 
confidence in the State in the Republican administration, but Gil- 
mer declined to accept. 
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Randolph. 
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All the intelligent men of our party in both Counties, so far 
as I can learn, will support me and I can not doubt the 
result of the election. But as this is the year when free 
suffrage’ takes effect, if he is a candidate he will try to 
raise some new issue with me, will talk about aristocracy, 
start innumerable rumors, etc., and the contest will be un- 
pleasant and pernicious to our party whatever may be the 
issue, 

If anybody can influence him to desist and hold off it 
is yourself. I do not desire you to exercise that influence 
as a personal favor to me, but to prevent a schism in our 
party. A personal contest must have this effect. Possibly 
the question may arise in your mind, why not avoid this 
by withdrawing yourself? This answer is that the most 
intelligent and orderly citizens of this county will not 
support Lane under any circumstances, but if our party 
will bring forward any good man I will withdraw more 
than willingly. 

[The remainder of the letter is missing. | 


T'o Alfred G. Foster.’ 
Asnuesoro, June 10th, 1858. 


Having decided to be a Candidate it becomes necessary 
for me to resign my office of Clerk and Master in Equity. 
There is no one here competent to discharge the duties of 
the office, and I know of no one who desires to fill it. It 
may suit me after serving a session in the Legislature or, 
by possibility, after being beaten, to resume the office. In 
1840 my friend H. B. Elliott accepted the office, appointed 
me his deputy and resigned on my return from the Legis- 
lature. Will you obhge me in like manner ? 


1 Prior to this no one could vote for a State Senator without a free- 
hold qualification of fifty acres of land. 

2 Alfred G. Foster was at this time one of the members of the 
House of Commons from Randolph county. 


CoRRESPONDENCE OF JONATHAN Wortu. 


I still hear Dr. Lane will run, and rumor says that Geo. 
(not Billy) Patterson, of Alamance, is debating the ques- 
tion whether he shall not raise the Democratic flag. I 
hear of no man of much influence or intelligence of either 
party who is the open friend of Lane, but on the contrary 
that all such in both counties are zealously for me; but 
an anxiety prevails among my friends that he will out- 
electioneer and beat me among the non-freeholders. I can 
not see good grounds for these fears. I hear very cheering 
accounts from Alamance and believe I shall have little 
trouble if no Democrat comes into the field; and am by no 
means sure that the appearance of a democrat would not 
produce a rally of our party friends on me. I look upon 
a four weeks tour of electioneering with such a vile com- 
petitor as Lane with anything but pleasurable anticipa- 
tions, but I am resolved to keep my temper and hope to 
beat him bad enough to keep him out of anybody’s way in 
the future. 

What are the prospects in your neighborhood? Will B. 
Craven be against me, and if so, how many can he carry ? 

LaGRranGe. 


To John M. Dick.* 
Asuesoro, July 5th, 1858. 
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You will have heard that I am a candidate for the Leg- Suggestions as to 
islature and consequently must resign my office as Clerk Clerk und Master. 


and Master to the judge who is to ride this circuit this Fall. 
I know of no one who desires the appointment and would 
like to have Mr. Foster, Mr. Long or my son-in-law, J. J. 
Jackson, appointed, who upon the contingency of my de- 
feat or on my return from the Legislature would resign 
so that I might be re-appointed if it should be the pleasure 
of the Court. 

Will you do me the favor to let me know which of the 
Judges is to ride this Circuit this Fall? 


1 John M. Dick, of Guilford county, was a Superior Court Judge, 
who had been on the bench for many years. 
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To B. F. Moore." 

Asueporo, Aug. 7th, 1858. 
appomtien asto You will have perceived that I am elected by a very 
Clerk and Master. laroe majority, beating my Whig opponent, Lane, 1,056, 

and my democratic opponent about 500. I did not learn 
that no successor was appointed for Ellis’ till I got your 
letter, and immediately wrote Judge Saunders enclosing 
my resignation to all the judges couched in the terms you 
suggested. J have heard nothing from him. 

If democratic feeling runs too strong for the judge to 
appoint Foster, as I requested, get him to appoint my son- 
in-law, Samuel 8. Jackson. He is temporarily a tutor at 
Chapel Hill, expecting to return to this place, which is his 
residence, and resume the practice of the law soon, and I 
would be glad if the appointment were conferred on him 
for his own benefit at next Fall Term. I desire this only 
in case the judge should make objections to appointing 
Foster for political reasons. 

I am embarrassed as to my resignation but say nothing 
about it, even to my friends, and presume nothing will be 
said unless Judge Saunders or the successor of Judge Ellis 
shall bring it to the attention of others. Will they do so? 
Under the very large majority in my favor and considering 
that I have done all I could to resign I trust they will not 
be disposed to occasion the trouble and inconvenience and 
expense which might possibly grow out of it, if the matter 
should acquire any notoriety. If you can in any way serve 
me in this matter, consistent with what you deem proper 
on your part and mine, I shall be much obliged. 


™B. F. Moore, of Wake, one of the leading Whigs, and one of the 
ablest lawyers in the State. 
>John W. Ellis, of Rowan, the presiding judge of the district and 


the Democratic candidate for governor. He defeated D. K. McRae, 
of Cumberland. 


CORRESPONDENCE OF JONATHAN Wortu. 59 


To R. M. Saunders.* 


AsHeEsoro, Aug. 28th, 1858. 
I inclosed to B. F. Moore, Esqr., about the 20th inst. , my Regarding resigna- 


tion as Clerk and 
resignation of the office of Clerk and Master in Equity for Master and ap- 


pointment of 

this County, addressed to the judge next to ride this cir- Sees" 
cuit, to be delivered to the judge who might be appointed 
successor to Judge Ellis. When the appointment of a suc- 
cessor to Judge Ellis was postponed till after the 5th Aug. 
Mr. Moore wrote me that he would send my resignation 
to you, which I suppose he did, and on the 2d Aug. I in- 
closed to you another resignation addressed to any and 
every judge in the State. I presume you received both 
resignations, but no successor has been appointed by Judge 
Heath, so far as I can learn, to fill the vacancy till Court. 
From the date of my first resignation I have ceased to act, 
and there are many things highly necessary to be done in 
the office before Court. It has occurred to me that you 
may have forgotten to hand the resignation to Judge Heath. 

I hope some one may be appointed to fill the vacancy 
till Court. I suggested Mr. Alfred Foster. If the sug- 
gestion should not suit, my son-in-law, S. S. Jackson, now 
a tutor at Chapel Hill, would accept. If neither should be 
suitable, I hope some other fit person may be appointed 
without delay. 

Will you please inform me how this matter stands and 
oblige. 


To Thomas Ruffin, Jr? 
ASHEBORO, Aug. 28th, 1858. 


Some short time before the day first appointed by Gov- Regarding resigna- 


Mast d 
ernor Bragg for appointing a successor to Judge Ellis, who jee ene his 


would have ridden this Circuit this Fall, I inclosed to B. "°c" 


1R. M. Saunders was a Judge of the Superior Court. 


2Thomas Ruffin, Jr., a son of Chief Justice Ruffin, was Solicitor of 
the judicial district of which Randolph was a part. 
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F. Moore my resignation as clerk and master of this 
County, directed and to be delivered to such successor. 
The time for the appointment of his successor was post- 
poned till after the election. On learning this from Mr. 
Moore I inclosed on the 2d Aug. to Judge Saunders my 
resignation, addressed to any and every judge in North 
Carolina. Mr. Mason wrote me that he and Mr. Badger 
thought this would be sufficient. I take it he delivered the 
first resignation to Judge Saunders. I have considered 
myself as out of office since my first resignation, and have 
not since acted. There are a good many things which 
ought to be done in the office before Court. No successor 
has been appointed. J desired that my friend Alf. G. 
Foster should be appointed, who would resign and let me 
resume the office on my return from the Legislature. I 
know no one fully competent to fill it. My son-in-law, 
Sam. Jackson, now a tutor at Chapel Hill, expects to re- 
turn here soon and resume the practice of the law. If the 
judge prefer it the appointment might be conferred on 
him, with the view to his regular appointment. IJ would 
rather he hold that office than to retain it myself. But at 
all events the vacancy should be filled by somebody till 
Court. 

I am not acquainted with Judge Heath, and do not 
know where to address him. Will you do me the favor to 
see the Judge at the opening of the first Court on this Cir- 
cuit and get him to appoint some one. [Last three lines 
can not be read. | 

GRAHAM. 


‘ 


To W. L. Springs. 
Asnersoro, Sept. 30th, 1858. 
Haleant censenato- —T_believe it is conceded that you know better than any 
other Philadelphian not only what “sort of stuff is most 


suitable to make josey coats for the common sort of people’s 
children in North Carolina, but also the material suited to 
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the taste of our better sort of people.” Having the honor 
to be a Senator in our next Legislature I want a suit of 
clothes suitable for the occasion. 

Will you give friend Berg the aid of your taste in mak- 
ing the selection; and if you should be sending a box of 
goods to any of my friends in this vicinity pack them. If 
not, let them come in a box to me. 

PHILADELPHIA. 


To John W. Syme.* 
AsuEporo, Feb. 22d, 1859. 
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I intended to have asked the use of your columns, in Reauest to have 


space for reply to 


your next issue, to reply to Mr. Fisher’s? communication M. Fisher. Ex- 


Legislature by the Speaker of the Senate, but other im- 
perative duties have compelled me to postpone it for a few 
days. This communication derives dignity only from the 
fact that the Speaker, the Hon. W. 8. Ashe and Hon. Bed- 
ford Brown and others deemed it a proper document to be 
presented to the Senate and printed, without reading, by 
order of the Senate. Any sensible man who will read the 
report of the committee, signed by four of its members and 
endorsed as to its facts and the manner of ascertaining 
them by the fifth, and this communication which, without 
colorable grounds, singles me out as the object of Mr. 
F.’s malice, will see that not a fact in the report is met 
by anything but the zpse diait of Mr. Fisher, opposed 
to the report of the committee. 

I shall at an early day reply to the communication 
which, both in its matter and manner, is an insult to the 


1 Editor of the Raleigh Register, the leading Whig paper of the 
State. 

2 Charles F. Fisher, President of the North Carolina Railroad Com- 
pany. The road had been long in control of the Democratic party, 
and there were accusations of gross mismanagement. Mr. Worth had 
secured a committee of investigation, of which he was chairman. 


planation of the 
offered to the Senate on the last night of the session of the ™**"- 
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Accompanying 
reply to Mr, Fisher. 


In regard to reply 
to Mr. Fisher, 
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Legislature whose committee, through me, is arrogantly 
assailed. 

It is not supposed that the Speaker would present or 
the gentlemen referred to ask the printing of such a paper 
without knowing its contents, I shall therefore treat it as 
a document couched in terms which Messrs. Ashe, Brown 
and others of the party deemed respectful to the Genl. 
Assembly. 


Please insert this note in your next issue. 


To John W. Syme. 
Asnueporo, Mar. 2d, 1859. 


I have been quite unwell and so occupied with business 
and visitors that I have been unable to bestow proper care 
on my reply to Mr. Fisher. It is longer than I could wish 
and yet I leave many of his assertions unanswered. I 
have not time to transcribe it and improve and abbreviate 
it. If you think it too long or for any other reason decline 
to publish it, please return it to me by mail, and I will 
refund the postage. 

I regard it not in the light of a personal matter, but the 
attempt to procure an order of the Senate to print, without 
reading, a document abounding in offensive and insulting 
expressions to a committee, or, if they choose, to me as 
chairman. It is the most insolent attempt by a party 
majority to degrade and insult a minority of which If 
have any recollection in legislation. 


To Messrs. Long and Sherwood.* 
Asueporo, Mar. 2d, 1859. 


I have been much indisposed since my return from Ra- 
leigh, and with the press of business long postponed have 
not found time to reply to Fisher. His communication 


1 Editors and publishers of the Greensboro Patriot and Flag. 
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is too offensive and pointless to justify me in replying 
but for his endorsers, Clark, Ashe, Brown and others. 1 
shall send my reply in the first instance to the Register, 
because I shall direct a portion of it to those Senators who 
proposed to print it, without reading, by order of the Sen- 
ate, and because it is the central Whig paper. My pref- 
erence would be to publish it through your paper, which 
I think is entitled to the thanks of the State for the manly 
stand you long since took and have steadily maintained 
against the little president. It is principally written—is 
long and the Register may decline to publish it. I do 
hope the time is near at hand when the Whigs may have 
a paper at Raleigh worthy of their patronage. 

I observe by a memo. in my possession that Mr. Flan- 
ner paid me $2, his subscription for my report which 
you are printing. Is it marked paid on the list I left with 
you? If it is not so marked mark it paid. Let me know 
and I will send it to you. 


To Jo. Holt. 


Asuesoro, Mar. 3d, 1859. 


I think I sent you a copy of my report on the affairs 


by Fisher with such unbecoming abuse and the democ- 
racy of the Senate attempted so gross an insult on me as 
a Senator by attempting to print, by order of the Senate, 
without reading, this indecorous reply, that I have felt 
much solicitude to know how my report has been received 
by my Alamance constituents. I hope I shall never be 
asked to be a candidate again, and my solicitude there- 
fore springs from no wish to ask further honors at their 
hands, but only from a desire to deserve the extraordinary 
confidence they repose in me. As the Road runs through 
your County and the report has attracted much attention 
generally, I suppose, it must have attracted a good deal 
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of attention. I think there is not a fact in it which can 
not be sustained. I have not heard a word from my Ala- 


manee friends. 


To Peter D. Swain. 
Asuesoro, Mar. 3d, 1859. 

I sent you as early as I could a copy of my N. C. R. R. 
report. It turned out, as I expected, that Fisher and 
democracy would try to annihilate me. I do not feel in 
the slightest degree damaged, but have a natural desire to 
know how my report is received among my constituents 
of Alamance. 

Please write me on the subject to Fayetteville, where 
I shall be for the next 8 or 10 days. Your answer shall 
be confidential. What do the democrats say? or are they 
mum % 

I think that my Whig constituents ought to be rathee 
pleased with my performance, and such is the feeling in 
Randolph. The preparation of that report cost me much 
labor and much anxiety, and I think I am in a coat of 
mail that the Devil and Democracy can not pierce. 


To Samuel L. Holt. 


Asuesoro, Mar. 3d, 1859. 

I have been so rudely assailed by Mr. Fisher, and shall 
probably be persecuted by his friends with bitterness, that 
I have subscribed for 100 extra copies of my report for 
your County. I think its facts are worth knowing and 
unanswerable, and I owe it to myself that my constituents 
see the report. I have requested Messrs. Long and Sher- 
wood to send you 100 copies, and ask the favor of you 
to direct them to proper persons and have them sent out 
from your stores which may take an interest in them. 

I have not heard a word from any of my friends in 
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Alamance, and naturally feel solicitous to know whether 
generally, and particularly in this R. R. report, my course 
has been satisfactory to my Alamance friends. 


To Henry T. Clark.’ 
AsHEBORO, Mar. 19th, 1859. 

I left home some two weeks ago to attend to some busi- 
ness in Cumberland and Harnett Counties and have just 
returned and read your letter of the 3d inst. I regret 
that I did not receive it before I sent my communication 
to the Register. From your uniform courtesy to me I 
was amazed at your presenting Mr. Fisher’s communica- 
tion to the Senate, abounding in terms so grossly offensive 
to me, and hoped that you had done so, confiding in Mr. 
Fisher’s sense of decorum, without reading it; and I hoped 
you would have said so to me if not to the Senate. Re- 
ceiving no such communication I was bound to presume 
that you knew its contents. I had good reason to know 
that Mr. Ashe had read it. It was so indecorous in its 
terms that I felt not less indignant as a man than as a 
Senator at being thus treated. I certainly entertain to- 
ward you the kindest personal feelings, and after your 
explanation they are not less so than before. I know 
you were harrassed during the last night—I was unusually 
excited—but I trust that I then and at all other times 
behaved with decorum. I do not remember your private 
request that I would confine my remarks to so much of 
the letter as had been read, but my recollection is that 
you made this remark to me on the floor. 

I trust you will feel that under the circumstances I 
have done you no injustice. I certainly think that until 
I reed. your letter I was bound to presume you knew the 


1 Henry Toole Clark of Edgecombe, Speaker of the Senate. He was 
again elected to this position in 1860, and, upon the death of Goy. 
Ellis in 1861, became ex-officio Governor. 
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contents of the communication. They were highly in- 
decorous. 

On my part now not an unkind feeling exists toward 
you. 

I have not read a newspaper in ten days, and I do not 
know what has been said, and I write at once because the 
mail leaves this evening and I wish at once to answer 
your letter. It may be due to you that I address a note 
to the press setting forth the facts of your letter. You 
may have already published them. 


To John A. Gilmer. 
Asuesoro, Mar. 20th, 1859. 


I see disaster to us just as the dawn of hope is visible 
in the conduct of Waddell, but I believe that such is the 
present ardor of our party that we can unite on you and 
be triumphant, even if we can not prevail on him to 
withdraw. My plan for this County is to make a speech 
at Court and exhort our people in each school district at 
the election on the first Saturday in April to elect one 
delegate to meet here on a certain day and select delegates 
to a district convention. With proper effort the same 
thing might be done in all the counties. Such a conven- 
tion would be imposing and would silence opposition to 
its action. If it be not one of imposing character much 
of the prejudice created by Genl. Dockery still exists and 
a demagogue may make it available to a dangerous ex- 
tent. I can almost pledge myself that Randolph will 
give her full strength in the right direction in any event. 

I confess that I am gratified with the remarks you 
make as to my Fisher controversy. It has given me more 
anxiety than I am willing to confess. For a long time 
I have sought to be retired from political strife. In this 
instance I am assailed by the dominant party, my motives 
assailed, my labors imputed to the Greensboro clique and 
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democratic knaves and my report and reply excluded 
from all democratic papers. A consciousness of having 
discharged faithfully and fairly a duty requiring much 
more firmness and a belief that I have rendered this ser- 
vice to the State would sustain me, but words of approval 
from intelligent friends are in this matter unusually 
grateful to me. I think Fisher is not less fool than knave, 
and begin to believe this is the conclusion likely to be 
reached by the public. Speaker Clark has written me a 
friendly letter apologizing for his course. He says he 
had not read F.’s communication. So far as I can hear 
I have not only not suffered among my Randolph con- 
stituents, but am far more popular than I ever was. I 
-have not heard a word from Alamance. 

I am so excessively oppressed by my multifarious 
duties, neglected by a month’s stay at Raleigh, that I have 
no time to spare to defend my reputation itself. I have 
been necessarily absent for the last two weeks, looking 
after my business in Cumberland and Harnett, and have 
neither had time nor opportunity to read the newspapers. 

I hope you will be again returned to Congress. Under 
all the circumstances I deem it due you. 


To William W. Holden.* 
Asuerporo, Mar. 21, 1859. 
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tending to private business out of the range of newspapers. 
On my return yesterday I observe that you say you con- 
sider me mistaken as to the fact that a motion was made 
and supported by Messrs. Ashe and others to print, with- 
out reading, Mr. Fisher’s communication. I am surprised 
that on this point there should be any misapprehension. 
I was not in the Senate when the subject was last brought 


1W. W. Holden, editor of Raleigh Standard, the organ of the 
Democratic party. 
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up. When I came in it was being urged by Senators that 
it be printed; that the report of the committee had been 
printed without reading, and therefore it was proper that 
the reply should be printed in like manner. I obtained 
the floor and insisted that there was a marked distinction 
between printing without reading, a report of a com- 
mittee and a paper from any person not officially con- 
nected with the Senate, and distinctly urged that it be 
read in order that we might see what it was before offering 
it to be printed. Messrs. Gorrell, Turner and others fol- 
lowed, taking the ground that it ought not to be received 
at all. This was some hour or more before the reading 
was commenced. 

I am persuaded that however we may differ in our po 
litical notions you would do me no personal injustice, and 
I ask you to re-examine and correct your mistake. I am 
certain I am not mistaken and very sure that on inquiry 
you will find that you are mistaken. 

I desire to avoid further newspaper discussion especially 
with Mr. Fisher, whose most potent weapon is uncivility. 

I perceive no impropriety or unbecoming egoism in 
my buying of you 500 copies of my report, and it being a 
personal transaction I do not quite see why it should have 
appeared in the Standard. It was true, however, and I 
do not complain. 


[P. S.]—This is not intended for publication or com- 
munication through the press. 


To Messrs. Long and Sherwood. 


Asuesoro, Mar. 22d, 1859. 

I have reed. from Mr. Ramsey, the Senator from Rowan 
and Davie, a letter in which he expresses the wish that 
my reply to Fisher should be published in pamphlet form, 
and says he will be a subscriber for it. Whether others 
appreciate it so highly I do not know, but I am assailed 
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with so much malice and believe my report and my reply 
so impregnable that I would like to have some’ extra 
copies of the reply, say 100, if it be deemed worth while 
to publish it in pamphlet form. If it should not, then 
send me as many extra numbers of your paper containing 
it as $4 will buy. 

Independent of the points which have been discussed I 
think the tabular statements annexed to my report will 
be most efficient instruments in the hands of our stump 
orators. The reply fortifies the report, and the demo- 
crats, in defending Fisher and assailing my report, are 
playing into the hands of our party. 

At first I am the magnus Apollo—the other members 
of the committee are treated as ciphers—of late I am 
treated as a mere tool in the hands of the Greensboro 
clique and Fries and McLean. I have not been enough 
accustomed to such low abuse to feel entirely unmoved, 
but I trust I have maintained my dignity and sustained 
fully every position of my report. Fisher has less sense 
than even his enemies accord to him, and no breeding. I 
hope you will send me by Mr. Gorrell or Gilmer my share 
of my reports. 

I wrote you that Mr. Flanner had paid me $2, and I 
was not sure whether I paid it over to you. 

Donnell, Blount & Flanner wanted their copies put up 
in one box and sent by R. R. to Mr. Donnell. 

All will be right for Gilmer in this County. 


To John Tapscott. 
Asuesoro, Apl. 9th, 1859. 

I send you a copy of the report on the N. C. R. Road. 
It relates to a matter in which the public feel an interest. 
Tt has been made a party matter, not by my agency, but 
for the purpose of assailing me with abuse and thus im- 
pairing its effect. No democratic paper has published 
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it, while they have published Mr. Fisher’s abusive replies. 
Is this fair?. Does it exhibit willingness that the public 
shall learn the truth? I think you are a fair-minded man 
and I hope -you will read it. You will see in it evidence, 
which can not be controverted, that this road has been 
grossly mismanaged. The report is signed by two Whigs 
and two democrats. Party should have nothing to do 
with it. I hope you will consider it on its merits. 


To G. C. Mendenhall.’ 
Asuesoro, Apl. 10th, 1859. 


I have reed. Fisher’s communication. It would be easy 
to expose the fallacy, but his writings are too undignified to 
warrant any further controversy with him. His allega- 
tions—the burden of his last communication—that I 
garbled his report of 1857, suppressing that part of the 
sentence relating to the wood contracts which recites that 
the wood was bought under direction of Engineers, is 
false. The whole sentence, including the line he says I 
suppressed, is set forth in my report. He is not less silly 
than underbred, and, having abandoned the rules of good 
breeding in his writings, I can not continue the contro- 
versy with him. Judge C.* and others who deem his last 
“a most triumphant vindication” may enjoy their gratula- 
tions without disturbance from me. 


To George W. Luttle.* 
Asunporo, Apl. 11th, 1859. 


I have heard nothing since I left Raleigh as to the or- 


‘George C. Mendenhall was lawyer and a prominent citizen of Guil- 
ford. 


2 Probably Judge D. F. Caldwell of Rowan. 
* A prominent Whig of Wake county. 
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ganization of our party and our proposed paper. I shail 
remit the $150 which I pledged for Randolph and Ala- 
mance whenever notified that our plans are to be carried 
out. I have collected nothing, waiting to see if our plans 
were to be carried into effect. 

I hope you will stir up our friends and let us not fail. 
We shall defeat our opponents if we do our duty. 

You will have seen the puerile and malignant effusion 
of Fisher in reply to my report, ete. It produces among 
my constituents only ridicule and disgust. Democracy 
has missed it in making Fisher their pet. 


RALEIGH. 


To Wm. F. Fries.’ 
AsHesoro, Apl. 15th, 1859. 

Yours of the 12th inst. came to hand yesterday. I have 
been most rigidly confined in bringing up my neglected 
business, so that for some time I have wholly withdrawn 
my attention from the press. I did not see Mr. Fisher’s 
communication of the 18th Mar. till this week. I had not 
seen his appendix to the communication laid on our table 
the day we adjourned till after I had sent off my reply. 
In that appendix printed in the papers (the Standard 
omits it) Mr. Fisher speaks of my having been aided in 
my inspection by certain democrats, but as I have not 
the paper before me I do not pretend to quote his words. 
I have heard that it was supposed that he alluded to you 
and McLean. 

To the best of my recollection neither you nor McLean 
nor any other democrat, outside of the committee, fur- 
nished one fact or put me in pursuit of a fact which ap- 
pears in my report. 

You and I were thrown into much intercourse during 
‘the session, partly in your room, partly in mine and else- 


1 Member of the House of Commons from Forsyth. 
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where, in discharge of the duties of the Finance Com- 
mittee, and after Mr. F.’s system of frustrating the in- 
vestigation was fully developed; being on terms of inti- 
mate intercourse with you and you being chairman of a 
similar committee I think I told you freely my trouble. 
You always spoke of him in higher terms of personal re- 
spect than J thought he deserved; I mean that I thought 
after my investigation had made me acquainted with his 
character. I think you spoke of him as every business 
man thinks, as being totally incompetent to manage a 
Rail Road. This was in social conversation. It was not 
intended to prejudice my mind. The examination of his 
reports satisfied me on this point better than the united 
operations of 50 of the best business men in the State. 
If I have alluded to anything you may have said to 
me on this subject, if I have repeated anything you have 
said, it has escaped my recollection. Though the consulta- 
tions between us were not expressly confidential they were 
open, frank expressions of opinion in the social circle, not 
intended for the public; but nothing said on either side 
which either of us might fear to say in the public ear. I 
will not say that I may not have alluded to some of your 
remarks, but I can recall nothing to mind except that I 
recollect remarking to some one, who was commenting on 
the stringent provisions of your bill creating a commis- 
sion to investigate the affairs of Atlantic Road, that I had 
acquainted you with my troubles and your bill provided 
a remedy for the obstacles which had been thrown in my 
way. So far from your suggesting to me the amendment 
I proposed to the Atlantic bill, I remember your coming 
to me and expressing your fears that my amendment would 
defeat the bill, because it would have to go back to the 
Commons. The amendment was suggested to me by no- 
body. Jt suits the purpose of Mr. F. and those who wish 
to sustain him to attack me, not my report, and to affect 
me they use very opposite arguments. At one time I am 
the only man on the committee worthy of consideration— 
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the consequential chairman who does all the work—the 
others subservient tools who endorse my report without 
knowing whether its statements are true or false. At an- 
other I am poor simple Jonathan Worth, having no other 
elaim to the notice of the president save the fact that I 
was a Senator; at another time I am represented as the 
tool of the “Greensboro clique.” Then as being influenced 
by some ancient grudges of the Fisher and Worth families 
against each other; and finally I am held up as a monster 
of ingratitude, Fisher having voted for me for Congress 
in 1841 and now I ignore his acquaintance. I looked for 
all this stuff. It is on a par with the source whence it 
springs. Mr. Fisher’s writings are not indicative of an 
irascible, irritated, bad-talented and well-bred man, but 
of a conceited, ill-bred upstart. It would be undignified 
for me to continue the contest with him through the press. 

The press is the only index we have of public sentiment. 
Not a democratic paper in the State has published my 
report. Every one I have seen or heard of has published 
Mr. Fisher’s replies or referred to him in terms of appro- 
bation. He is the democratic pet, and must be sustained, 
no odds how much the people suffer. The report can not be 
answered. No one who reads it can fail to see that he is 
an arrogant and unmannerly man, wholly incompetent 
to manage a Rail Road. You are looked to by many of 
the stockholders as his successor, and this, I suppose, is 
the reason of the attack on you. 

I consulted you on one occasion only. I found a finan- 
cial report on the records of the Directory which I could 
not understand. I knew you had been a director and I 
asked you to go to my room and assist me in deciphering 
it. You complied, and we were trying to come at its mean- 
ing when Mr. West called on me for the book. We could 
not make sense of it because, as I believe, it had no sense 
in it. I did not allude fo it in my report. You did not 
say or do anything to induce me to send or retain the 
book, so far as I remember. 
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Nobody, save the other members of the committee, is 
responsible in the smallest degree for any fact in the re- 
port or the manner of stating them save myself. No demo- 
cratic knave or anybody else attempted to influence me, 
or could have done it, if he had. 

You are at liberty to show this to any person you please, 
but I am not willing to get into the newspapers on the 
subject. 

Will you inform me from what source this report 
emanated # 


POL dd Pons 
Asuesoro, Apl. 18th, 1859. 


I have concluded that the gross personalities of Fisher 
absolve me from any obligation to take any further notice 
of him. My report and reply cover the whole ground. 
Anything further would be mere personality which would 
disgust the public. I have felt deeply the responsibility 
of my position, but the assurance of all my intelligent 
friends from every part of the State, the approval of all 
my constituents, so far as I have heard, and above all the 
refusal of every dernocratie journal to publish my report 
or reply, while all of them will publish F.’s communica- 
tion or make remarks condemning me and approving him, 
make ample amends for my solicitude. This proves that 
they are unwilling that their readers shall have a chance 
to form correct conclusions. 


‘Isaac H. Foust of Reed Creek, Randolph county, a merchant and 
cotton manufacturer. He was a member of the House of Commons 
in 1860. 


CoRRESPONDENCE OF JONATHAN Worrn. 


ToD. Fo Caldwetl:* 


AsHEBoro, July 20th, 1859. 

Yours of the 17th inst. is received. I was not disap- 
pointed in F.’s election. I gathered from the Standard 
some weeks ago that this edict had gone forth. He was 
the pet of the party and it felt bound to sustain him. Dem- 
ocracy long since took the N. C. R. R. in charge and made 
Gov. Morehead resign to make a place for this pet; but I 
confess that I am surprised beyond measure that Whigs, 
and especially Gov. Morehead, should give their endorse- 
ment to the action of democracy by giving them aid to re- 
elect this democratic pet whose incompetency is so palpable 
that none but the selfish blind can fail to see it. I hope 
you are mistaken in the fact that Gov. M. approves the 
re-election of F. If you are correct in this it seems so ex- 
traordinary that I shall be unable to account for it until 
I receive some new light. The maladministration of the 
Road under democratic management was becoming so well 
known among the people that some hope was entertained 
that it would lead to the overthrow of this corrupt party; 
but if our great Whig leader, who has been the victim of 
this democratic assumption of control over the road, lends 
them his endorsement, the attempt to expose the malad- 
ministration of the road by your paper, the investigating 
committee and others will recoil on us. It produces, in 
any view I can now take of it, extreme mortification and 
surprise. But let us hope on and struggle on and truth 
must ultimately prevail. 


1 David F. Caldwell of Greensboro. He was a member of the 
House of Commons from 1848 to 1860, and again in 1864. 
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To Cyrus P. Mendenhall.* 


Asneporo, Oct. 26th, 1859. 


Since the last July meeting of the Stockholders of the 
N. ©. R. R., in which Mr. Fisher received not only the 
vote of his party but the vote also of many of the large 
Whig Stockholders, I have felt that that vote was a tri- 
umph for him and a rebuke to me; and seeing in a late 
No. of the Patriot and Flag that the editors proposed to 
resume the discussion of the N. C. R. R., I sat down and 
wrote hastily the article over “Plebs,” published 7 Oct. 
Mr. Fisher has demanded and Mr. Long has given him 
my name as the writer. In what way I am to be assailed 
I know not. The only matter about which I feel any 
anxiety is a fear that I may have gone too far as to Mr. 
F.’s using the N. C. R. R. shops to his personal benefit 
as a contractor on the Western Road and getting his iron 
and other material transported at $2 per ton in 100 ton 
lots. Will you do me the favor to read the article over 
“Plebs” carefully and inform me whether in the matter 
to which I refer or in any other I have fallen into any 
error as to facts, because I wish to do no injustice to F. 
or anybody else, and if I am in error I wish to note it to 
that extent. I felt sure I was right when writing, but it 
has since oceurred to me as possible that the account for 
work in the Shops and the transportation account may 
have been altogether for the Western Road and none of 
it for Mr. Fisher as a contractor. 

Your answer shall be strictly confidential as I would 
by no means involve you. I only write to be sure I am 
right, and then I fear nothing. If I am wrong I wish 
to correct the error. I wrote Mr. Gilmer by last mail in- 
forming him that I wrote “Plebs.”” No other person but 


1 Cyrus P. Mendenhall, a lawyer of Greensboro. He was a Whig 
in politics. He was for many years county attorney of Guilford and 
was for nine years Treasurer of the North Carolina Railroad Com- 
pany. He was also a bank president. He was a member of the 
House of Commons in 1860. 
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him and the editors know from me the author. I now 
think that it was best that Mr. Long gave my name to F. 
I shall probably have to appear over,my own name in the 
papers. It is no use now to debate the question whether 
it was prudent or polite to write the article. The question 
is, did I do F. or anybody else injustice. If I did I ought 
to own it; if I did not, then to defend my positions. 

Any suggestions you may deem it expedient to make 
will be duly appreciated. 


GREENSBORO. 


To James A. Long. 
AsHEBORO, Nov. 1st, 1859. 


On reflection I think your course in declaring my name In regard to 


at once to_Mr. F. was the proper one, but this contingency, 


writing it or some portions of the article would have been 
remodeled. 

I have heard nothing from Mr. F. excepting what you 
wrote me and choose to preserve the incog. until it becomes 
necessary to lay it aside. 

I have got into this war and will fight out as best I 
can. It is my intention if the Whigs of Alamance hold 
a convention and ask me to be a candidate, to run,—other- 
wise not; and no contrivance or effort will be made on 
my part to bring about such nomination. But if thus 
called upon I owe it to them to run, and in that case I will 
give Fisher and democracy their due if I can. 

GREENSBORO. 


To C. B. Mallett. 


Asupporo, Nov. 4th, 1859. 


After the July meeting of the Stockholders of N. C. 
R. R., in which Governor Morehead voted with democracy 
to sustain Fisher, I felt that it was a triumph to Fisher. 
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I was informed by an intelligent, credible man that Gov- 
ernor M. assigned as his reason for that vote that Jno. 
C. McRae & Co. had made F. president; that F. was so 
managing the road as to bring it to ruin; and that he had 
voted for F. in order that by that ruin Jno. C. McRae & 
Co. might lose their 885 shares of stock. I knew this was 
a reason assigned which did not control his vote. I do not 
know the true reason but I suppose some powerful per- 
sonal motive impelled him. This and the taunt of the 
Standard—“‘where is Mr. Worth”’—incited me; and see- 
ing an announcement in the Greensboro P. and F’. the lat- 
ter part of Sept. that the editors were about to re-open the 
discussion as to the N. C. R. R. I sat down and hastily 
wrote the article over “Plebs” and inclosed it to the edi- 
tors, authorizing the editors to use any of its facts or 
reasoning editorially, to abridge it, publish it as it was, 
or throw it in the fire, as they might deem expedient, but 
requested that my name be incog. that I had not grown 
callous to the attacks of the press. I wished the article 
to pass for what it was worth. I intended no one should 
know I wrote it. No one knew it confidentially. The 
editors published it; Mr. Fisher demanded of Mr. Long 
the name of the writer. Mr. Long refused to give it if 
it was wanted to hold up the writer to the animadversions 
of the press. He replied that it was to hold the author 
“responsible,” denouncing him as a coward, liar, ete. Mr. 
Long gave my name, and F. is out in the last Banner giv- 
ing my name to the public and promising shortly to ex- 
pose me, dealing out his jeers in his unusually liberal 
style. I shall have to reply to his communication, when it 
appears, and to that end want a few facts which I think 
you can furnish. Your name is in no event to be fur- 
nished. I will involve no friend in a controversy of mine, 
but I feel that in the conscientious discharge of a public 
duty I have been very grossly maltreated and that there 
was no indecorum or impropriety in my writing the article 
“Plebs” under the circumstances. I think it probable 
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the Patriot of to-day will contain the correspondence be- 
tween Long and F. Long is very indignant at F.’s use 
of my name through the press. 

The points about which I want information from you 
are: What was the value of R. R. iron in N. Y. 10 June, 
1858% When did you buy and what did you pay? What 
freight did you pay to Wilmington? I mean ocean 
freight, insurance and all other expenses, to land the iron 
in Wilmington ? 

The following are Turner’s estimates on the 23.46 miles 
of road which F. contracted to build: 


899.462 cubic yds. of earth excavated at 

PARE ee nt en Steg oe ay ah $161.264.00 
138.520 cubic yds. of rock excavated at $80.. 110,816.00 
6.276 cubic yds. of arch, culvert and bridge 

ReIIOEN Eb POLO socks, 2 sisconsee Sea < aho eda es 41,807.70 
5.231 yds. dry stone masonry at $3.30..... 17,261.00 


Now I do not understand by this estimate that anything 
is allowed for fill. If it means that the contractor is to 
receive pay only for excavations, and this is to cover the 
entire expense of grading, making fills and all, which I 
suppose is its meaning, it would be a low estimate, would 
it not? How do these estimates correspond with yours ? 
What do you pay for track-laying? What is your esti- 
mates for turn-outs? What do chains, spikes, ete., cost 
you per mile? 

Any facts I may safely assert tending to show this esti- 
mate extravagant. 

Mr. Long suggests to me that I should address the Ob- 
server and ask the editors to make defense for me. I have 
confidence they will act on the premises as they may deem 
right, with favorable prepossessions for me, and will make 
no personal appeal. I desire to be sustained only so far 
as the merits of the case may warrant and will put no 
friend in an unpleasant position by asking him to do for 
me what his judgment may not approve. I intend to be 
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right. If I find I have committed any error, I will re- 
tract it. If not, I expect to maintain my position and 
do not doubt the Observer and other friends will give me 
all due support. 

FAYETTEVILLE. 


To Tod R. Caldwell.* 
AsueEsoro, N. C., Nov. 4th, 59. 


My R. R. report contained undubitable facts, drawn 
from the record, that C. F. Fisher was an unfit man for 
president of a Road. His communication to the Senate 
was couched in terms unbecoming any man, and ought 
to have been regarded as an insult to that body. He was 
re-elected last summer, Jno. W. Thomas, Goy. Morehead 
and others voting for him. I felt that this was a triumph 
for him and an indirect reproof to me, and as Mr. F.’s 
style of writing is so grossly offensive and any communi- 
cation for the press over my name might be attributed to 
personal ill feeling, I wrote an article, “Plebs,’ published 
in the Greensboro Patriot of 7th Oct., intending to vindi- 
cate my report, in which I reviewed Outlaw’s report as 
to the contract from Hale’s to Morganton. Mr. Fisher, 
professing to regard this as an intrusion into his personal 
affairs, demanded the name of the writer; the editor fur- 
nished it with the promise that my name was furnished 
not for animadversions through the press, but that he 
might hold me “responsible.” He has published an ar- 
ticle in the Banner, giving to the public my name as the 
writer with the usual quantity of jeering appellations, an- 
nouncing his purpose to reply to my article. I shall neces- 
sarily have to maintain my position, or retract them if I 


1 Tod R. Caldwell, a lawyer of Burke, one of the most uncompro- 
mising Whigs in the State. After the war he became a Republican, 
was elected Lieutenant-Governor, succeeded Holden upon the latter’s 
impeachment, and was elected Governor over A. S. Merrimon in 
1872. He died in 1874. 
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am in any error. My commentary is based exclusively 
on the facts that appeared in Outlaw’s and my report. 
Now my purpose in addressing you is to learn when this 
Injunction, at the instance of yourself and others vs. the 
Justices of Burke, was granted. Was it obtained before 
or after the 10th June, 1858% And to ask you for any 
information in relation to the contract for constructing 
the Road from Hale’s to Morganton which you may think 
it would be proper for me to state in justice to parties and 
the public, or in vindication of myself. I do not desire 
you in any way to involve yourself in the controversy. 
Your name is in no event to be used privately or publicly. 
I desire to do right and will not be deterred by any false 
pride, from acknowledging any error into which I may 
have fallen, whenever I am satisfied that I am in error. 
If I am right, I wish to defend myself. I did not write 
anonymously to avoid any just responsibility, but to avoid 
a newspaper controversy with a party whose style is so 
clear of anything like courtesy. I wanted the article to 
be considered on its merits. If written over my name, I 
knew Mr. F. and his friends would impute it to personal 
vindictiveness. Could I have foreseen that it was to in- 
volve me in a newspaper controversy with such an adver- 
sary I should certainly have not written it. 
MoreGan Ton. 


To George Little. 
AsHxExBoro, Nov. 4th, 59. 
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On or about the 11th Oct. I wrote you from Fayette- Regarding contri- 


ville inclosing check from Archd. McLean, Cashier of party. 


Bank of C. F., for $150 to pay the amount pledged by me 
from the Whigs of this County and Alamance, and re- 
quested you to acknowledge receipt to me here. Did you 
receive this check? I have not heard from you. I have 
heard Mr. Syme was out denying having made any trade. 
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I have not received a dollar from my constituents and 
would like to know whether the money is likely to be used 
in the way intended. 

RaLvicu. 


To Rev. J. G. Ralston. 
Asuesoro, Nov. 5th, 1859. 


Your remarks as to the Harper’s Ferry attempt at in- 
surrection induces me to ask the editors of the Fayette- 
ville Observer, a paper extensively circulated in this State, 
to send you a copy of their issue of the 3d inst., which I 
have just received, the editorial and selected articles 
being, as I think, a fair specimen of public sentiment as 
to the slavery question and the Harper’s Ferry commo- 
tion. The general feeling here is favorable to fraternal 
relations with the North and I send you this paper as some 
evidence of this feeling. 

Morristown, Pa. 


To E. J. Hale and Sons.* 
Asuesoro, Nov. 5th, 1859. 

In the course of a business correspondence with the 
Rev. J. Grier Ralston, the head and proprietor of Nor- 
ristown Female Seminary, Pa., I reed. a day or two ago a 
letter in which he expresses fears that the excessive zeal 
of Wise and other impetuous Southerners may mar the 
harmony of feeling between North and South otherwise 
likely to grow out of the Harper’s Ferry attempt at in- 
surrection. He is a man alike respectable for his learn- 
ing and good sense, and on reading your paper of this 
morning, Nov. 3d, I mean, I have been so much gratified 
with your editorials and selected articles on this matter 
and the slavery question, that I wish to send him the paper 


1 Editors of the Fayetteville Observer. 
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as indicating what I believe is the prevalent sentiment of 
our section; but I have but one No. of your paper and I 
wish to preserve it. Will you do me the favor to send 
him this No.? In answering his letter to-day I have said 
to him that I have made his request of you for the purpose 
indicated. 


To George Little. 


Asuesoro, Nov. 26th, 1859. 


I bought in Fayetteville on the 10th Oct., 1859, two 
other checks besides the one intended for you, and wrote 
letters there enclosing them .to the parties for whom they 
were intended. None of them reached their destination. 
On opening a bundle of papers I had with me, a day or 
two ago, I found all my letters. By an oversight they 
were not mailed. As the matter now stands I suppose it 
will not be necessary to send the money, as I have not 
reed. a dollar from my constituents; but they will send 
it when required. 

Not a single number of the Register is taken at this 
ottice so I cannot see Mr. Syme’s article of the 19th Oct. 
From what I have heard of it, I concur with the recommen- 
dations of your friends who have advised you to let it pass 
in silence. Little influence as the Register has, we can not 
afford to have a contest with him through the press. I 
presume his article has done us no damage. The politic 
editor of the Standard expresses his sympathy with the 
Register only to widen the breach between us and Mr. 
Syme. I had learned before his article of the 19th, from 
a reliable source, that Mr. Syme was very indignant at the 
course of our party towards him, and that he was par- 
ticularly illnatured toward you. This is very unfortu- 
nate. If another Whig paper be started as our organ in 
Raleigh, I fear we can not put at the head of it a man of 
sufficient standing to procure for it the requisite subserip- 
tions, and above all I fear a rupture would occur between 
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it and the Register. It would require a man of extraordi- 
nary prudence to avoid it. I am sure the executive com- 
mittee, with far better knowledge of the subject than I 
possess, will derive no aid from any suggestion of mine. It 
seems to me if Mr. Syme will not sell it, we had better 
give over the idea of starting an organ at Raleigh, make 
up the breach with Mr. Syme, enlarge his subscription 
list, but extend our chief aid to some other journal al- 
ready in existence. Among the papers which I read, the 
Fayetteville Observer is the most efficient. Perhaps some 
aid to all our Whig journals would be the best plan, having 
no special organ. With the sectional tendencies now ex- 
isting there are matters now of extreme delicacy for an 
organ to touch or to leave untouched. Upon the whole my 
opinion is that an organ would be equivalent to a plat- 
form, that it is impolitic for us to have a platform, and 
consequently that we should have no particular organ— 
that the executive committee take steps to bring about a 
thorough organization and that each local organization 
take eflicient steps to extend the circulation of such Whig 
journals as they may severally deem best. 

It has been a custom between this County and Alamance 
to alternate the Senator at every election, but I hear that 
the Whigs of the latter County contemplate calling upon 
me to run again. My personal preference would be not 
to be a candidate again for any station, but I have been 
so much abused by Mr. Fisher for my R. R. report, that I 
will come if Alamance calls for me, because, since the 
Company has endorsed his course by an almost unanimous 
re-election, I would like to appear before my constituents 
in vindication of my report, which I believe contains 
facts which may be used most efficiently before the people. 
But whether I am a candidate or not I want to do what I 
can to rid the State of democratic misrule, and you may 
rely on my co-operation with you in any plans you may 
adopt to effect this end. 
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To Messrs. Long and Sherwood. 
Asueporo, Dec. 3d, 1859. 


I wish you to send in one bundle, to Samuel L. Holt, 
Graham, one-half the number of my reports subscribed 
for by me. He will direct and distribute them for me. 

If there be any chance by a reliable hand, send them by 
some person who will deliver them, even if you have to 
wait several days. Cyrus Mendenhall can manage it for 
me I presume. 


P. S.—The other half send to me here in such way as 
you may deem best. 


For the Greensborough Patriot. 
Asueporo, Dec. 9th, 1859. 
To the Editors of the Greensboro Patriot: 

GENTLEMEN :—The faithful discharge of my duty in 
the last Legislature, drew upon me as a Senator, and as an 
individual, the coarsest abuse from the President of the 
North Carolina Railroad. While that abuse seemed to 
have the sanction of prominent members of the Senate, I 
felt-it my duty to take notice of it. When I became satis- 
fied that Mr. Fisher had got before the Senate by false- 
hood and fraud, his abusive assault upon me as a Senator, 
I felt that I should not act with becoming self-respect, if 
I took any notice of his address to me through the Salis- 
bury Banner of the 18th March, in which he brought for- 
ward no new facts or arguments, but employed only his 
favorite newspaper—vulgar vituperation and incivility. 
After the July meeting of the stockholders, when he was 
re-elected by a very large vote, by which he insists he was 
vindicated and I “rebuked,” JI wrote the article over 
“Plebs,” published in your paper of the 7th October. I 
did not seek to avoid any just responsibility, as you have 
already sufficiently shown to your readers, for I gave my 
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name, and you properly furnished it, without consultation 
or correspondence with me, when Mr. Fisher demanded 
it, under pretense that he wished to hold the writer re- 
sponsible. I desire to discuss matters of public interest 
in a shape in which the merits of the subjects discussed 
would be considered. No friend of mine, save you, knew 
the authorship until you furnished my name upon Mr. 
Fisher’s demand. If-I in anyway invaded Mr. Fisher’s 
private affairs in that article, excepting in their connec- 
tion with matters affecting the public, I do not perceive it. 

In the course of a life running over many years, in 
which, as a public man, and a private individual, I have 
had much intercourse with others, Mr. Fisher and a friend 
of his are the only individuals who have ever treated me 
with personal disrespect; and no one, save Mr. Fisher, has 
complained that I have not observed the proprieties of life 
toward him. I have no occasion, therefore, to declare my 
sentiments on dueling. Mr. Fisher was evidently afraid 
I would fight. After the ridiculous figure he cut in his 
contest with C. P. Mendenhall, does he expect that he has 
so adjusted the lion’s skin about him, that the poor creature 
attempted to be concealed beneath, is not seen by every- 
body ? 

The public have a deep interest in the matters under 
discussion between me and Mr. Fisher. I desire to dis- 
cuss them without personal asperity. If the stockholders 
of the North Carolina Railroad, by his re-election, are to 
be understood as approving his course, in denying to the 
Legislature, the right to see how that corporation is man- 
aging the $3,000,000 of money the people have invested 
in it; if they mean to “rebuke” me as a representative of 
a portion of the people of the State, for exposing the bung- 
ling bookkeeping, and the fraudulent misrepresentation 
by which they obtained from the Legislature, the act of 
1856; if this vote is to receive the construction, that the 
private stockholders approve the sentiments and the tone 


CORRESPONDENCE OF JONATHAN Worru. 


of Mr. Fisher’s communication to the Legislature, by which 
he attempted to insult me as a Senator and the committee 
who had approved my report, and the Legislature which 
had unanimously passed my resolution of inquiry,—it is 
high time that the people understand that they have gone 
into copartnership with aspirants who intend to contemn 
and despise them. 

I am about to leave home, and to be absent several 
weeks on business I can not postpone or neglect, without 
prejudice to the rights of others. On my return, with 
your permission, I will review through your columns, the 
facts contained in my report of last winter and the facts 
and positions assumed in my article over “Plebs.” Every 
fact in my report is true, and I can maintain them. It is 
their truthfulness which makes Mr. Fisher wince. In 
my article over Plebs, the facts are also true, but in one 
particular, I think I have arrived at a conclusion, preju- 
dicial to Mr. Fisher. J have taken measures to satisfy 
myself as to this, from a source more reliable than his as- 
sertions, and should I find that I have in any particular 
fallen into error, I shall, in despite of his contumely, make 
the proper amend. 

I discussed Mr. Fisher’s contract made 10th June, 1858, 
for building the Western North Carolina Railroad from 
Hale’s to Morganton, not to invade Mr. F.’s private 
affairs, but because in various aspects, it was a matter of 
public concern. I find on fuller examination that the 
matter can not be fully understood, without seeing a copy 
of his contract. I shall try to procure a copy. I desire 
to present the truth only, to the public. Mr. Fisher says I 
am “discredited, personally irresponsible,” ete. If there 
be any voters in my district, either those who voted for 
me, or those who voted against me, who have censured me 
for originating the investigation, or the part I took in con- 
ducting it, I have not heard of such persons. A few along 
the line whose names may have been introduced in the 
report, or their immediate personal friends, may feel ag- 
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grieved. I have not even heard that such is the case. While 
my constituents approve my conduct; above all, while 
my conscience approves, I can bear “rebuke,” come from 
whatever other quarter it may. 


JoNAaTHAN WorTuH. 


To J. G. Ramsey.* 
Asuesoro, Dec. 9th, 1859. 


You will have perceived that I am again involved in a 
contest with Mr. Fisher. JI am about to leave home on 
business and expect to be absent some four weeks. On 
my return, I intend, over my own name, to review the 
facts in my last winter’s report, and also those to which I 
called public attention in my article over “Plebs.” I shall 
take care not to descend the ignoble field of operations 
where Mr. Fisher invites. I intend, in a few brief articles, 
to defend myself and vindicate my position, avoiding per- 
sonalities. The mere statement of the general facts in 
relation to the contract from Hale’s to Morganton, prove, 
as I think, that the interests of the State are disregarded. 
In discussing it it is necessary to be accurate in stating 
the facts. The committee doubtless say that the contract 
was formed on estimate submitted to the Legislature of 
1856. Mr. F. says so too, and that they were deemed by 
many too low. J have referred to the report of the Presi- 
dent and Directors, August, 1856, submitted to the Legis- 
lature of 1856. In this report the estimate from Hale’s 
to Morganton, 21.90 miles, is put down at $557,000, ex- 
clusive of wells, water stations, repair shops, equipment, 
ete., which are not given separately for that section. 

On the 27th of August, 1857, the Engineer submits an 
estimate for this section, including well, equipment, ete., 


1 Dr. James Graham Ramsey, of Rowan, was a physician and 
farmer. He was a Whig member of the State Senate from 1856 to 
1860. He was elected to the Confederate Congress in 1864 as a peace 
candidate. 
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amounting to $658,182. This estimate, I presume, is the 
one upon which the board acted in fixing on $660,000 as 
the estimated cost of the Section, and requiring $220,000 
private subscriptions, and upon this estimate instead of 
that of 1856 the contract must have been founded. Now 
to understand this matter properly, it is necessary to see 
the contract itself. Mr. Outlaw’s committee did not re- 
port it. If I address any officer of the Co. not being a 
stockholder I shall doubtless be repelled or neglected or 
insulted. I am acquainted with nobody through whose 
agency I can get it. JI am willing to pay the expense. My 
object in writing to you is to see if you, through some of 
your friends, can not procure it for me. I would by ne 
means have you do anything by which your name will be 
brought into the discussion, or which has in it the least 
color of impropriety. I apply to you only because I can 
devise no other probable plan of obtaining it. I shall feel 
obliged to you for any suggestions of fact or any friendly 
information you may be willing to make. 
Mr. Vernon. 


To David Outlaw.'* 


Asneporo, Jan. 14th, 1860. 


The re-election of Mr. Fisher as President of the N. C. 
R. Road by an increased majority, which he says is the 
“rebuke” to me and the committee of which I was chair- 
man, for our last winter’s report, throws me on the de- 
fensive; and in making that defense I introduce your re- 
port on the N. C. W. R. Road for the purpose of showing 
that Mr. F. had enough to do as a contractor on that road 
and ought not to have been made President of the N. C. 
road, and for the purpose of showing that the State is 


1 David Outlaw, of Bertie, had been often a member of the Gen- 
eral Assembly, a member of Congress, and since 1856 a member of 
the State Senate. The report referred to in the letter was one made 
by him on railroads in 1856. He was an old line Whig. 
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defrauded. On carefully examining the report of the 
Prest. and Directors and the reports of the Engineer for 
1856, 57 and 58 I find the estimate on the report of 1856 
for the section from Hale’s to Morganton on the Ridge 
route as follows: 


“From Hale’s to Morganton 21.90 miles. 
For gradation, masonry, bridge superstruc- 

tite, Teross-blemiM .2n0'. ce et eee ee $347,615.17 
10 per cent on the above for contingency.... 34,761.51 
Iron for superstructures and laying down the 

BOING © .5.05: peieie, nee & ols ek ee 159,93 
For engineering and general superintendence 15,530. 


$557,638.00 


Report August 27th, 59, by the river line, distance 
23.45 miles. 
Grad. masonry, bridge super. and cross-ties. .$354,546.00 
10. per cent for con => eee he Oh eae 35,454.00 
Engineering and Genl. Superintendence.... 20,000.00 
Tron for superstructure and laying down same 115,570.00 


$525,570.00 
To which is added: 


For wells, water stations, excavation and re- 


PITS BON ico Ge. it nese cc SC $20,000.00 
Land “damages © 2. sia xt ste eee ee 5,212.00 
Equipment and locomotive, cars, ete....... 47,400.00 
Lotal cost of second “division :\,\0a0 4 eee 658,182.00 


In the Engineer’s report Aug., 1858, he says $220,000 
had been subscribed and a contract entered into with C. 
Fisher for the construction of the entire 2d division of 
the first sec. extending from a point near Hale’s store to 
Morganton, a distance of 23.45. 

In your report you say that the estimated cost of the 
work from Hale’s to Morganton was $660,000, and the 
distance 23.45. These estimates were made in 1856 and 
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submitted to the Stockholders on the 31st Aug. of that 
year. Now the meeting of the Stockholders was on the 
28th Aug., 1856, and sat only that day and adjourned 
to the next annual meeting, last Thursday of Aug., 1857, 
and the report does not exhibit the $660,000 estimate. 

I can’t find the exhibit C annexed to your report in any 
of the official reports of the Engineers. You say it was 
before the Legislature of 1856-57. Is there not some mis- 
take here ? 

Does Mr. Fisher undertake by his contract to do the 
work, furnish the material and supply the road with Loco- 
motives, etc., at $660,000, risking the rock excavations ? 
or does he undertake the work by the cubie yard of earth 
and rock excavations, the final amount to be paid to him 
to be awarded him by the amount of work done? At the 
rates proposed by the Engineer suppose there should turn 
out to be less than the amt. of the rock excavation esti- 
mated, would he get the full amount for rock excavations ? 
Did you see the contract itself ? 

Now I will in no way involve you in the unpleasant 
controversy in which I am involved. I am satisfied the 
State was cheated in the amount. If I am right, I will 
prove it. If wrong, I desire to know in order to retract. 
I desire to state only the truth. I can’t get a copy of the 
contract and cannot satisfy myself what are the pro- 
visions. I will be obliged to you to inform me what the 
contract is. If you know your name is not to be used. 

I see 8 per cent for turnouts in one of the official re- 
ports. Did the contract bind him to make turnouts to that 
extent? Does he get pay for this amount of turnouts 
whether it is ordered or not? You see I am quite unable 
to understand what the contract is. If I could devise any 
means by which I could get a copy of it I would not 
trouble you. I have tried to get it by the agency of gen- 
tlemen owning stock in the road, but they say they can’t 
get it without exposing the Secretary to the denunciation 
of the Directory and his probable removal, and that he is 
a worthy man who needs his salary. 
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[P. S.]—I do not find in the reports of the Prest. and 
Directors or in the reports of the Engineer, submitted 
to the Legislature of either 1856, 57 or 58, the price at 
which iron was estimated, nor tracklaying at $500 per 
mile, nor chains, spikes, ete., $14,083.34. 

Wrypsor. 


To Charles F. Fisher. 
Asueporo, Jan. 18, 1860. 


I desire to publish an article maintaining or retracting 
my position over “Plebs.” To treat the subject intelli- 
gently I deem it necessary to have a copy of your contract 
for building the section of the N. C. W. R. R. from Hale’s 
to Morganton. As I am not a stockholder I have no right 
to ask for it. Will you direct the Secretary to send me a 
copy of it, with the amount of his fee for the service, which 
I will transmit to him on receipt of the copy ? 

SALISBURY. 


To J. G. Ramsey. 
Asuesoro, Jan. 25th, ’60. 

Last week, just as I had despaired of getting a copy of 
Fisher’s contract with the N. C. W. R. R. Co. for build- 
ing the road from Hale’s to Morganton, I recd. a copy 
unaccompanied by a letter apprising by whom the copy 
was made or by whom it was sent. I was glad of it, as I 
wished to involve nobody else in my controversy with Mr. 
F. I have no doubt I am indebted to you for it, and it 
turns out, precisely as I had expected that it carries upon 
its face evidence of a most abominable and stupendous 
fraud on the State. I have just finished my article for 
the press and will send you a copy as soon as it is printed. 
I have said in my article that I do not know to whom I 
am indebted for the copy. Mr. Simonton shall not be 
exposed by me. 
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Despairing of getting a copy, having written to Mr. 
Outlaw and another friend to get it for me without suc- 
cess, I addressed Mr. Fisher, as the only stockholder, to 
direct the clerk to send me a copy, intending if he refused 
or neglected to send it, to publish my letter to him. 
Whether he will act the man and have it sent or write 
an insulting answer or say nothing is yet to be seen. My 
letter was written the 18th inst. 

My reply is satisfactory to myself, excepting that I have 
not time to re-write and condense it, and it,is longer than 
I could wish. I think my friends will be satisfied that 
I have fully sustained myself. 

Mr. Vernon. 


To H. E. Colton. 
Asueporo, Meb. 13th, 1860. 


I enclose $2 for your paper. I received your friendly 
letter some time ago, but have been generally from home 
and so oppressed with imperative business when here that 
I have not found time to thank you for your kind sugges- 
tions. You will see my R. R. article in the last Patriot. 
It discloses a far greater fraud in the contract from 
Hale’s to Morganton than I had suspected. I have writ- 
ten it with the single view of vindicating myself by ex- 
posing the truth without stopping to inquire whether these 
disclosures will be popular or unpopular in any particular 
section of the State. As I tread on the corns of the Di- 
rectors of the W. N. C. R. R., and as my strictures prob- 
ably apply to the late contract beyond Morganton, the 
article may not be received with favor in that part of the 
State to be benefited by this road. It will certainly en- 
list new enemies against me, among the Directors, and the 
large contractors who are to fatten on the money drawn 
from the State Treasury contrary to the spirit of the acts 
which contemplated that the people to be immediately 
benefited by the R. Roads should subscribe and pay 1-3 of 
the money required to build them. These vast contrac- 
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tors get their stock for nothing, the State at large paying 
all. This is a dishonest administration of the law, and 
popular or unpopular, I intend to continue to denounce 
it. I am indignant at the conduct of Jno. W. Thomas, 
Govr. M. and others who have “rebuked” me, as F. says, 
with much color of truth, and vindicated him. I have no 
doubt they acted from motives intensely selfish. 

I ardently desire that you may succeed with your paper, 
and would by no means have you, out of personal regard 
for me, take any position in your paper in vindication of 
me, which you may think would cloud your prospects. 


To J. G. Ramsey. 
AsueEsoro, Feb. 13th, 1860. 

I sent you a No. of the Greensboro Patriot containing 
my R. R. article. I hope its formidable length will not 
restrain you from reading it. Since writing it, I learn that 
iron for the section between Hale’s and Morganton is being 
carried up and that it has the appearance of being uncom- 
monly light. I have this from men of sense and charac- 
ter who have seen it. According to the estimates reported 
by Outlaw it should weigh 53 pounds to the linear yard. 
He is not bound by his contract to furnish iron of any 
given weight. Can you give me the name of any man who 
would weigh a bar and give me the weight and length ? 
I would not have you draw on yourself the further ire of 
Fisher, Judge Caldwell, ete., but have not acquaintances 
on the line and desire much to know what it weighs. 

I would gladly have your views as to my article. 

Mr. Vurnon. 
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To E. J. Hale and Sons. 
Asursoro, Neb. 14th, 1860. 
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I did not expect that any other Journal would re-publish Regarding railroad 


my elaborate article in the last No. of the Greensboro 
Patriot. Your complimentary notice of it is quite as 
much as I could expect. I prepared it chiefly to be read 
by my constituents and purchased extra copies of the 
paper for distribution among them, and the reading of a 
few personal friends outside of my district in answer to 
the bitter declarations of Mr. F., that all the facts in my 
report had been long ago undeniably proved to be false, 
as well as to revive the knowledge of those facts, which is 
doubtless tedious to any one familiar with them. I re- 
viewed my whole report. I felt deeply indignant at the 
supposed endorsement of Mr. F. by certain of my political 
friends whose motives I knew to be intensely selfish, and 
I was betrayed by this feeling into the writing over 
“Plebs.” Mr. F.’s reply to ‘“Plebs” compelled me to ap- 
pear again and maintain or abandon my positions. My 
object in this letter is to ask you to read carefully that 
portion of my article relating to the contract from Hale’s 
to Morganton. It seems to me, that with your powers of 
condensation, it discloses facts not before known to the 
public, of vital public importance. The estimate on which 
this contract was based, required iron weighing 53 pounds 
to the linear yard. The contract, made with democratic 
Directors and F.’s father-in-law, pays him for iron of this 
weight at $70 per ton, but does not bind him to furnish 
such iron and is made when iron is worth much less than 
at the date of the estimate. The estimate is made for 8 
per cent of turn out. The contract binds him to construct 
no given amount of turn out. The estimate is made by 
mere conjecture as to rock excavation, as a basis for sub- 
scription of stock. Before the contract is made, borings dis- 
close that there is not so much rock, and yet the contractor 
is paid on the basis of this conjecture, then ascertained to 
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be erroneous. The contract gives a lumping sum for the 
job, at the same time reserving to the engineer the power 
to change the grades, ete., without any increase or dimi- 
nution of pay to the contractor, whether his labor and ex- 
pense be increased or diminished by such alterations. It 
contains no provision binding the company to furnish the 
contractor with locomotives and cars, ete., for the trans- 
portation of iron, sills, ete., in track-laying. The estimate 
is made when freights are high. The contract is paid after 
the reduction of freight, and he is paid on the basis of an 
estimate founded on the high rates. Now all this is a 
palpable fraud on the State. It is done by men held in 
high esteem by the public, and fraud is a harsh term ap- 
plied to such men. It may be policy to wink at or call it 
by some softer name. It is my doctrine that it is never 
politic to do wrong, and the demoralizing tendency of 
winking at fraud in high places is a far greater evil than 
the increase of taxation resulting from the fraud. I think 
you have uniformly conducted your paper on the elevated 
principle that it is always expedient to do right, and that 
it chiefly owes its steady increase and now dominant in- 
fluence with our party to its steady adherence to the rules 
of right. It seems to me therefore, that when it shall have 
sufficiently appeared that the copy of the contract is a true 
one, on which my commentaries are based, that you would 
be subserving the public interests by referring to the mat- 
ter in such manner as you may deem proper. 

I would not, if I could, have you to say aught in this mat- 
ter, out of mere personal regard to me. I know that I have 
acted throughout from patriotic motives and that I desire 
no political post whatever, and sincerely hope I may never 
again feel it my duty to go into public life or to write a 
political article for the press; but I feel that my personal 
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character is involved in this contest and intend to defend 
myself as best I can, and shall be grateful to you and 
others for such and only as you may think I deserve. 
Two copies, purporting to be copies of the contract, have 
been sent me, each of them without any explanation show- 
ing who sent it. Everybody is afraid of incurring the 
ire of Mr. Fisher and his friends. It is barely possible 
that I may be imposed upon and that these are not true 
copies, I enclose one of them to you. I addressed Mr. 
Fisher before I got the first copy, asking him to have a 
copy of it sent tome. <A few hours afterwards I reed. the 
first copy, mailed at Rowan Mills. It was mailed before 
my letter was written. My letter to Mr. Fisher was dated 
the 18th Jan.; on the 9th Feb. the other copy was mailed 
to me from High Point. The superscription is not in Mr. 
Fisher’s handwriting. My article was sent to the Patriot 
on the 27th January and was read by divers persons, and 
the fact generally known in Greensboro that I had a copy. 
Excuse me for this long letter. I have for a long series 
of years lived in the seclusion of private life, and have 
of late been so grossly abused through the press that I may 
have become unduly sensitive, and in pressing this mat- 
ter on your consideration, when probably graver matters 
oceupy your attention, if you shall think I have given it 
undue consequence, you will pardon me. I do not wish ta 
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To V. C. Barringer. 
Asuesoro, Feb. 15th, 1860. 


I have never been more gratified than I was in the read- 
ing of your letter of the 11th inst. I have had to rely ex- 
clusively on myself and the small material in my reach, 
to defend myself against the wanton and unmannerly as- 
sault made on me by Mr. Fisher and his friends. When 
to this is added the votes of Govr. Morehead, Geo. C. Men- 
denhall and Jno. W. Thomas, I began to fear that my ef- 
forts were not appreciated. To meet Mr. F.’s sweeping 
declarations that “all the facts in my report had been long 
proved to be undeniably false” I deemed it necessary to 
review those facts, and this review, with the other matters 
discussed in my late article, necessarily made it so long 
that I was afraid it would not be read. I have had noth- 
ing to nefve me except by my own convictions that I was 
right and the approval of my neighbors. Your voice of 
approval tends to strengthen me for the contest. If such 
frauds in high places will not rouse our people it will 
prove that demoralization has progressed farther among 
our people than I am willing to believe. I am now fairly 
enlisted for the war, and intend to fight my way through. 
An occasional cheer such as yours will nerve me with 
greater vigor. I have as little leisure as any man in the 
State, but I feel that I owe it, not only to the public, but 
to my own personal character, to expose the frauds prac- 
ticed on the public by those who seek to degrade me. 

You have my profoundest thanks for your letter. 


1 Victor C. Barringer, of Cabarrus, a professor in Davidson Col- 
lege. He had been a Secretary of Legation at Madrid previously. 
He was a member of the State Senate in 1860, and although a Whig 
favored secession. He was a Major in the Confederate service. After 
the war he became a Republican and was a Code Commissioner of 
North Carolina. He was also one of the commission to revise the 
U.S. Statutes. In 1874 President Grant appointed him to represent 
the United States on the International Court at Alexandria, Egypt. 
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To Hennys, Smith and Townsend.' 


AsHeEBoro, N. C., Feb. 15th, 1860. 
Your circular of 21st Jan. came duly to hand. 
Amongst that portion of our people with whom I have 
intercourse 23 are calm and talk only of Union, not dis- 
union. Many ardent men here fear that such acts as the 
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ringing of the State House bell at Albany on oceasion of | 


the hanging of Jno. Brown indicates the prevalent feeling 
out of the commercial circles in your great city. Most 
of us hope that with you as with us the least substantial 
of your people make the most noise. We hope that sub- 
stantial men will awaken to the necessity of going to the 
polls instead of leaving your elections to the mob. Fra- 
ternal feeling will return when we see the North executing 
the fugitive slave law with good faith. Until this is done 
all of us must have much of suspicion mixed with our 
hopes. It is not the enlightened merchants of N. Y. we 
fear, but the unbridled demagogues, operating on the 
masses, whom you neglect. They will become dominant 
if good citizens neglect the elections. 

I think you will have your usual trade from this quarter 
for the present, but if you would keep up friendly rela- 
tions, remove our just grounds of suspicion by electing con- 
servative men to Congress and to your Legislature. This 
you can do, if you will try in earnest. 


To his Brother.’ 
Asneporo, eb. 15th, 1860. 


I am receiving congratulations on the successful char- Regarding railroad 


acter of my vindication in the last Patriot. Among the 
rest one from V. ©. Barringer, of Concord, in which he 
says he thanks his God “that we have one man in the State 


1 A business firm in New York City. 
2 Probably B. G. Worth. 
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who has the courage and the ability to resist the growing 
despotism of an irresponsible corporation.” He winds up 
by saying, “Your last communication is a model in its 
temper and manner as well as its matter.” I have felt 
slightly oppressed, considering the odds against me, and 
therefore refer to these compliments especially as I am 
unaccustomed to the use of the pen in newspaper contro- 
versy, and have neither time nor access to documents. 

To meet F.’s wholesale declaration that “all the facts 
contained in my report have been long ago proved unde- 
niably to be false” I could see no way but to reveal those 
facts and the evidence on which they rest. This, with the 
other matter brought into the controversy, made my article 
much longer than I could have wished. 

I hope you and Clarkson will read it, long though it 
be. J think you will acquire information which will com- 
pensate for your time. I understand your Journal has 
some disparaging commentary. It does not come here. 
I expect no quarter from democracy and my temper is 
now up and I intend to give no quarter. 


To E. J. Hale and Sons. 
Asuesoro, Feb. 16, 60. 


I had my horse in my buggy to leave home on business 
when your letter of yesterday came to hand and must an- 
swer briefly. 

I think both my copies are in the same handwriting and 
are identical. For reasons I have not time to state, I have 
no doubt both of them were made out by Simonton, Clk. 
and Register. The first was obtained, as I have no doubt, 
by a personal friend of mine whose feelings are deeply en- 
listed in this contest. He is also a friend of Simonton and 
feared, if it were ascertained that Simonton supplied it, 
he would be ousted from office, and therefore sent it to me 
without explanation. The latter, I think, Fisher had sent 
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after he learned I had a copy. He foresaw that I would 
publish my letter addressed to him asking for the copy of 
it if it was not sent. His ignoble malevolence made him 
unwilling to answer direct or even to superscribe the en- 
velope. 

I have no knowledge of Pearson’s politics and know lit- 
tle of him in any way, and do not know how my article 
will affect him. I have never heard him suspected of being 
a partner in the contract. His anxiety to get the road 
probably induced him to make what I consider the false 
certificate that the 5 per cent had been paid by F. and 
Burke and that F. was responsible for $170,000. I know 
it was common rumor last winter that F.’s partners were 
Avery, Kilis and Judge Caldwell & Sons. I know not 
from what this rumor arose. F.’s denial that he has part- 
ners is equivocal, coming from a man so unscrupulous as 
to truth. 

I have a very transient acquaintance with Pearson. 
The State and individual directors are all democrats, as I 
understand from D. F. Caldwell, of Greensboro. I infer 
that Pearson coneurs with them or he wouldn’t have been 
re-elected. 

Last mail brought me, among other letters approving 
my late article, one from Mr. V. C. Barringer, with whom 
I have slight personal acquaintance, in which he is pleased 
to say that he regards my last article as a most triumphant 
vindication and ‘a model in its temper and manner as 
well as its matter.’ I had begun to be afraid that my 
article would be regarded as dull and unreadable and feel 
gratified by such expressions of approval from men com- 
netent to judge. 


To Chesley F. Faucette. 
Asuxrxsoro, N. C., Feb. 17th, 1860. 


T send you a No. of the Greensboro Patriot containing Regarding railroad 
a 5 < ‘ é f z controversy. 
an article written by me in vindication of my Rail Road 
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report of last winter, and matters growing out of it. It 
is long, necessarily so, as I conceive to explain fully the 
subject discussed. They are as I think of vital and great 
importance to the State. Taxation is becoming formid- 
able. There is no chance to diminish it if our public 
works are to remain in the hands of an unscrupulous party, 
who use them only to uphold party. The State is de- 
frauded by men in high places to enrich themselves at the 
expense of the tax-payers, and no one dares expose them 
without being exposed to the denunciation of the whole 
democratic press. I beg you to read my article, and I am 
sure you will concur with me and sympathize with and 
sustain me, under the malevolent assaults made on me on 
account of my humble efforts to serve the public. I have 
outlived the day of political aspirations, but I hope always 
to feel the moral courage to expose fraud by whomsoever 
practiced. My own convictions of right will sustain me 
in all I have done, but it would be cheering to me to know 
that good and thinking men sustain me. 

What do my friends say of my course in the Legislature 
and since, as to my Railroad report and newspaper articles 2 
Do they take any interest in them? In this County I am 
more than sustained. The bitterest of the democrats are 
mum, moderate and approve my course. 

I have just received a communication from your neigh- 
bor and friend Dr. Watson in which he suggests that he 
might possibly consent to be a candidate should his friends 
deem it expedient, and in case I decline to run and Ran- 
dolph yield to Alamance the selection of the candidate. 
We all have expected Alamance to select the candidate and 
whomsoever you may bring forward we shall cordially sup- 
port. As to my declaring I would not run, if I was as- 
sured of my election by never so large a majority, unless 
unmistakably called upon by the friends in your county 
who so zealously sustained me in 1858. If so called upon 
I should feel it a compliment and would not decline—bui 
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I desire our friends to pursue in this matter just the 
course they may think the public good requires. While I 
should feel exceedingly proud, under all circumstances of 
such an endorsement, I should exceedingly regret to be in 
the way of my friend, Dr. Watson, or anybody else. I 
think our party in your county should give immediate at- 
tention to the matter and in due time take the necessary 
steps to make among yourselves a harmonious move to 
bring forward the candidate. Be sure to be harmonious 
in your selection and you may rely on the hearty co-opera- 
tion of Randolph. 

This letter and a similar one I have written Dr. Watson, 
are the only ones I have written to anybody in your county 
as to being a candidate and are probably the last I shalt 
write, unless interrogated. If I am nominated, it must be 
a spontaneous movement. I ask for no political station. 


[P. S.] I hope you will get Giles Mebane and some 
other popular Whig to enter the list as candidates in the 
Commons. JI have advised Dr. Watson that I have written 
you on this subject. 

McCray’s Storr, ALAMANCE Co. 


To Dr. #. F. Watson.* 
Asuesoro, N. C., Feb. 17th, 1860. 
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marked the 13th. My position in relation to being a can- State Senate. 


didate is this: There having been a common understand- 
ing between Randolph and Alamance, that they would 
alternate the Senator and my party friends in your county 
having sustained me at the last election with remarkable 
unanimity and zeal, I would on no account offer my namz 
to be run as a candidate for the Senate, unless called upon 
to do so by the Whigs and Americans of your county— 


1 Of Alamance county. 
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and I have not addressed a citizen of your county and do 
not expect to do so, intimating my desire to be run or even 
my willingness to accept the nomination if made—but | 
have held it as a rule of life, when satisfied that the pub- 
lic desired my services to yield my preferences to the 
wishes of the public—I and all my friends in the county 
will cheerfully and heartily support you for the Senate, 
if our party friends in your county select you as their 
standard bearer. In the improbable contingency that they 
should nominate me I should not feel that I was making 
a proper requital for past confience, if I were to decline it. 
We feel here that Alamance must signify her preference 
and we should endorse her choice. 

The rupture of my multifarious business, occasioned by 
the last electioneering tour and service in the Legislature, 
has imposed on me so much labor since my return, that I 
have found no leisure for political correspondence or op- 
portunity of seeing friends of Alamance. My efforts to ex- 
pose the mal-administration of the N. C. R. R. have drawn 
upon me the maledictions of its President—and, as he 
says, the “rebuke” of the stockholders—and the abuse of 
the Democratic press. My friends here, not one dissent- 
ing, more than adyocate my cause. How is it in your 
county? J am ignorant. Alamance ought to decide who 
should be the candidate for the Senate and Randolph will 
heartily sustain the man of her choice. 

I send you a copy of the Patriot containing my last 
R. R. article. If you are a subscriber for the Patriot, 
please hand the No. I send to such person as you may 
think will read it. 


[P. S.] I hope the Whigs of Alamance will run Giles 
Mebane—and with him another good Whig—I hope and 
believe he and another might be elected. 

I shall at all times be glad to hear from you. What 
think you of my late article? Do my friends in your 
County approve my course in the Legislature generally ? 
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I have great confidence in the candor and judgment of 
your neighbor and friend C. Faucett and have just ad- 
dressed to him a letter of similar import to the above. 


To George Little. 
Asueporo, Feb. 20th, 1860. 


I had intended to attend the convention of our party on 
the 22d inst., but have been for a few days so much indis- 
posed that I think I shall not get off. 

~When ever you shall have made your arrangements 
complete for getting up a paper to sustain our party, you 
may rely on the $150 which I pledged for my counties. 
The amount of time and money I have had to spend in 
vindication of my Rail Road report together with this 
as I am in- 


fluenced by no desire for political promotion. While my 


$150. is of inconvenient account to me 


friends are ready and anxious to have me be a candidate 
and re-elect me to the Legislature, I fear little of the $150. 
will be made up. Whenever you shall have perfected tie 
arrangement, however, I will pay it. 

I send you a paper containing a long review of my R. R. 
report and other matters relating to the R. R. manage- 
ment. From the highly flattering letters which I have 
recd. from men competent to judge, I am persuaded it 
will re-pay you for the reading. In the approaching State 
elections I believe Democracy can be more damaged, by an 
exposure of the management of our public works than by 
any thing else. The fraud on the State in the contract on 
the W. N. C. R. R. from Hale’s to Morganton is mon- 
strous.—It is probably equally gross in others, if honestly 
investigated and exposed. 

I fear that you will be unable to avoid a schism on the 
22d in the question of ad valorem taxation. I feel sure 
that poliey even more than justice requires that constitu- 
tional restriction by which slaves are not taxed in propor- 
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tion to value with land, should be removed. Should slave 
owners insist on preserving this portion of our constitu- 
tion, I think they will array against them a feeling among 
ourselves, more to be dreaded than Northern Abolition- 
ism.—The issue is up and must be met.—If we take a can- 
didate from the East opposed to this reform, I fear the 
West will not sustain him.—If our Eastern friends should 
see the equity and expediency of this reform and Pool, of 
Pasquotank, should be our candidate, and the advocate of 
submitting the question to the people, we are sure to elect 
him. 
Raericu. 


To H. J. Hale and Sons. 


Asuesoro, Mar. 6th, 1860. 

Your letter of the 283d ult. reached me during my at- 
tendance of the Montgomery Court. 

If I understand your view of the subject it is that the 
Legislature contemplates re-enacting the charters of the 
N. C. R. R. and the charters of the W. N. C. R. B.; 
that the stock to be subscribed by individuals was not in 
fact to be paid; that it was known by the Legislature when 
those acts passed that they could not be and would not be 
so interpreted that the State would pay all. I do not 
think that by a fair construction of the Act of 1848 the 
company had a right to commence work until $1,000,000 
be subscribed by individuals and half this amount actually 
paid. The 36 Section, providing for the State’s subscrip- 
tion, enacts that the “State subscription shall be paid as 
soon as the said company shall commence work.” It is 
true that the company were to organize whenever the in- 
dividual corporations should have paid 5 per cent of their 
subscriptions, and it is not easy to see why they should 
organize until they were ready to locate and go to work. 
It has received the interpretations, however, that the in- 
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dividual stockholders could organize and let out the con- 
tracts among themselves. Before the charter for the W. 
N.C. R. R. was enacted in 1854, and this charter is es- 
sentially different from that of N. C. R. R. in this: that 
upon the subscription of 4 of the estimated cost of a sec- 
tion and a payment of 5 per cent by the subscribers, the 
State owes to the subscribers her 3 and appoints 8 direc- 
tors; and then the Board of Directors may locate and con- 
struct. The act contemplated that the State should be 
represented before the contracts were let; it provides that 
payments should be made pro rata by the State and by in- 
dividuals. On the whole it seems clear to my mind that 
the act contemplated actual payment in cash or labor by 
the individual stockholders. It surely could not have been 
contemplated by the Legislature that she was to have 8 
directors, the individual stockholders but 4, and that the 
State directors would concur in a scheme by which the 
State should pay all, the individual stockholders who took 
contracts to pay nothing and own 4 of the work. I do 
not believe, therefore, that the Legislature contemplated 
that the individual stockholders were to pay nothing, and 


I understand many of the smaller stockholders did in fact . 


pay for their stock on the N. C. R. R. 

This latter Act as well as the Charter for the Atlantic 
Road was passed in 1854. The Supreme Court opinion 
was given at June Court, 1855. ‘This charter had been 
accepted. I do not perceive what the Legislature follow- 
ing could have done. The Legislature of 1856, I suppose, 
when granting the amendment asked for by the W. N. C. 
R. R. might have provided for defeating this fraudulent 
mode of letting the contracts. The Supreme Court was 
commenting on the extraordinary features of the charter 
of N. C. R. R., by which the private stockholders let out 
the contracts among themselves before the State was a 
partner, at a period when the State had no directors. I 
do not think the opinion of the Supreme Court was given 
by way of hint to the Legislature in reference to further 
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legislation, but I know that many who felt hurt by it, 
sought to make this impression. But considering that you 
are right, then let the censure fall on the Legislature. The 
public is defrauded. It ought to be enlightened on the 
subject and those who are properly responsible for it held 
up for public censure. There is a much greater evil grow- 
ing out of winking at such frauds than the mere loss of the 
money. When men in high places continue to cheat the 
public and the public wink at it [it] vitiates the public 
morals. I think the Directors and their confederates are 
alone responsible. 

My friend Dr. Ramsey fears that Davis and Simonton, 
Whigs, may feel hurt at my commenting on the W. N. C. 
R. R. I have written without any reference to policy. 

My friend A. G. Foster ascertained to whom I am in- 
debted for my copy of the contract. He says there is no 
doubt as to its correctness. It is understood that J am not 
to know who sent it. 

The directors are surely responsible, when the estimate 
was based on iron weighing 53 pounds to the linear yard, 
for so drawing up the contract that much lighter iron may 
be used. I am told the iron being used is much lighter. 
I have taken measures to ascertain its weight, but hope I 
shall not have to write further on the subject. I am in- 
formed that the leaders of Democracy think my last ar- 
ticle can not be successfully answered and the edict has 
gone forth that it is to be treated with silent contempt. 


To William J. Long. 


Asurporo, March 10th, 1860. 
Reeette I have reed. to-day two letters from Alamance—the one 
for State Senator. written to your friend, I. H. Foust, by Chesley F. Faucett, 
in which he expresses a very emphatic wish for my re- 
nomination for the Senate. He says little Charley is now 
rebuked by me and that if I am not re-nominated that it 
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will be claimed that my constituents do not sustain me. 
He refers to Dr. Watson’s wish to run for the Senate, says 
it will net do, and states his purpose to attend Alamance 
Court to exert his influence to carry out his views. 

I have also received a letter from J. S. Scott, in which 
he says it seems to be the wish of the Whigs with whom he 
has conversed to nominate Dr. Watson, and an a 
wish that I would run for the Commons. 

I. H. Foust writes me that his brother Thomas and that 
everybody in his knowledge is for my re-nomination except 
Dr. McAden who, as I, fears, that Watson will take the 
track and thus confuse us. I feel that the Whigs of A. 
ought to feel it due to our cause to renominate me; but if 
I am not renominated I should exceedingly regret to have 
Dr. Watson run at this time. He is utterly incompetent 
to rouse the Whig fire we hope to see up this summer. I 
aim further of the opinion that Giles Mebane will openly 
or covertly oppose my nomination. If he be run for the 
Senate, though he has ability, he will deaden the effects ot 
my R. R. labors which I can make the means of getting 
some democratic votes. It would be [a] wily scheme of our 
adversaries to bring him on the Senate track. Under the 
circumstances J would rather have Watson. Faucett would 
do better than either. 

I intend this as confidential so far as my views are ex- 
pressed. 

I think you can manage this matter about right. 

GRAHAM. 


TO dso. OCOt. 
Asnesoro, Mar. 10th, 1860. 


Yours of the 7th inst. is just received. In reply to your 
inquiry whether Randolph will yield to Alamance the 
nomination of the Senatorial Candidate, I answer that 
such is the universal sentiment, I believe. You ask 
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whether we would support Dr. Watson, whom you say the 
Whigs of your County, so far as you have heard, unani- 
mously desire. I have no doubt this County will heartily 
endorse him if nominated by the Whigs of your County. 
He is a gentleman for whom I have much respect. I would 
support him if thus nominated. Very few know him in 
this County, but we are true Whigs and concede your 
County this year the right to designate whom you would 
prefer for Senator and we will support him. 

It would be uncandid in me not to mention that I have 
communications from several of your prominent Whigs, 
expressing their preference that your County waive the 
right, conceded to her, to nominate an Alamance man and 
run me again. I have not sought and shall not seek a 
nomination either for the Senate or Commons, but it is 
due to candor to say that I should not decline a nomina- 
tion, coming without my asking, from your County. I de- 
sire that you do whatever you may think best and I shall 
be content and ready to do my best to elect your nominee. 

Hurrah for our platform and Pool. We expect to have 
a complete triumph this summer. 

GRAHAM. 


To Geo. McNeill. 
Asuesoro, Mar. 10th, 1860. 


Bn agate LOrcase Some observations lately made by you to my son in an 
editorial in a late number of your paper induces me to sub- 
mit to you some views in regard to the Rev. Daniel Worth. 
In addition to the horror of having a minister of the Gos- 
pel, aged 67 years, whipped, I am persuaded that abolition- 
ists at home and abroad will turn it to account. To show 
some laxity would be evidence of conscious security on the 
part of the community. He isa man of considerable talent 
and exemplary morals, who has dwelt upon the subject of 
emancipation to slaves until he has become monomaniacal 
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and will march to the ignominious punishment with the 
feelings of a martyr, and his punishment would be the 
subject of inflammatory correspondence to the Northern 
journals adverse to slavery. 

The general interpretation of the 16th Sec. of the Stat- 
ute, entitled Crimes and Punishments, excludes any in- 
quiry into the intent with which any one circulates a pub- 
lication, “the evident tendency of which is to cause slaves 
to become discontented with their bondage.” 

Somebody must read such things in order to ascertain 
their tendency. The circulation of a book containing in- 
cendiary matter would seem to subject any one to indict- 
ment, though he might be ignorant of the contents of the 
book or deceived as to its contents. Everybody must de- 
cide, at his peril, what amounts to such evident tendency. 
Judge Shepherd at Montgomery last week held that an ar- 
ticle in the religious creed of a Society declaring that 
Slavery is inconsistent with the Christian religion, if 
printed and circulated among its members, would make 
the person circulating it indictable under this statute, be- 
eause all religious societies admit slaves as members and 
such an article would have an “evident tendency to make 
them dissatisfied with their social condition.” This rea- 
soning seems to be clear. * * * TI think this act ought 
to be carried into effect against those only who intend to 
produce dissatisfaction among slaves. Daniel Worth is 
as fit a case for the execution of the law as could well be 
presented, if he were not an old man and a minister of the 
Gospel of exemplary character, save in the particular of 
Abolitionism. In this particular he is an enthusiastic 
monomaniac. Now I think he ought not to be whipped 
if he will leave the country. It is well known that his 
relatives without exception have condemned him, that they 
would gladly had him leave the State if they could have 
induced him to do so. It is in reference to the effect on 
the public mind that I deprecate his punishment under 
the statute which though it be right is highly penal. His 
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arrest has called the attention of the whole country to it, 
and men will be exceedingly cautious for many a day to 
come, how they violate it. 

To increase the troubles, partizans have attempted to 
bring the matter into the vortex of party politics. Most 
men, in a position to exert influence, are afraid of bring- 
ing themselves into public odium if they suggest lenity as 
the wisest course to promote the public good; and I fear 
the law is likely to be enforced with the greatest vigor, 
while it seems to me that the general feeling is that it 
would be most wise under all the circumstances of the case 
to avoid whipping the prisoner, on condition that he leave 
the State. Let him be convicted, but in consideration of 
his age and being a minister of the Gospel, let judgment 
be suspended on his entering into a recognizance for his 
good behavior. 

Now my object in addressing you on the subject is this: 
I know but one man in the State who can advise prudence 
and lenity in this matter and whose advice would be 
adopted without censure or suspicion as to his motives, 
and that man is Judge Ruffin; and my object in addressing 
you is to get you to call his attention to it. I know noth- 
ing as to his views, but can not but think that a man of 
his sound and cool judgment, would deprecate carrying 
out the statute in its extreme rigor in this case. If he 
would address a letter to R. P. Dick, or to me, or to W. 
I. Long, or in any other way most agreeable to himself, 
recommending that the prisoner should not be whipped, 
with an understanding that the judge and the solicitor 
might see it, this matter might be brought to a judicious 
conclusion ; but standing in the relations I do to the pris- 
oner, and not knowing the judge’s feelings, I will not ad- 
dress him. This is my first move in this matter. I am 
not counsel for the prisoner and have not had a word of 
communication with him, direct or indirect, and do not 
expect to have, unless this plan succeeds. In this event I 
am persuaded I could operate on him, through his son-in- 
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law, Dr. Wood [word illegible | immediately to leave the 
State. 

It could in no way do any good for it to be known that 
I have written this communication to you, and I desire 
that it be regarded as confidential, with the exception that 
I authorize you to make known its contents to Judge 
Ruffin, if you deem it expedient. Beyond him I prefer 
that nobody know I have taken any steps in this matter ; 
not that I feel that its being known would injure me, but 
it would, by some, be misrepresented and perverted. I 
presume it will be necessary to make known its contents 
to Judge Ruffin, but in this you can act as you think 
proper. 


To Rev. G. W. Bainum. 
AsHEBORO, March 31st, 1860. 

Rey. Daniel Worth, my first cousin, was tried yesterday 
for circulating Helper’s book and convicted. Judgment 
of the Court, one year’s imprisonment. The judge had 
no discretion as to the imprisonment. The court was au- 
thorized, in its discretion, to have sentenced him to the 
pillory and whipping also. 

He appealed to the Supreme Court and was remanded 
to prison. 

His zeal has had the better of his discretion. Nobody 
here will countenance the circulation of a book denouncing 
slave-holders as worse than thieves, murderers, etc. 

I just visited him in prison. He has good health. I am 
most sincerely sorry that he has deemed it proper to circu- 
late the Helper book here. He was most ably defended 
by Hon. Jas. T. Morehead, who owns a very large num- 
ber of slaves. He speaks in the warmest terms of appro- 
bation of the efforts of Mr. Morehead. 

East Oranges, N. J. 
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To A. G. Foster. 
Asueporo, Apl. 13th, 1860. 


I have returned within the last two hours from below, 
where I have been for the past two weeks, and find a let- 
ter dated Apl. 2d, signed by A. Moore, Jas. T. Hunter 
and Jno. H. Clapp, urging me to be a candidate for the 
Commons, and informing me that Conventions are un- 
popular in Alamance and that Dr. Watson is a candidate 
for the Senate. They say the proposed convention will 
not be attended by a dozen persons; hope I will hold my- 
self in readiness to be a candidate for the Senate two years 
hence, ete. I conclude Dr. Watson has adopted the Dr. 
Lane plan of getting turf, knowing that the Whigs can 
not afford to have dissensions among themselves and that 
he will save them the trouble of deciding on the man to 
be senatorial candidate. They say ‘“‘but for the arrange- 
ment heretofore made” (alternating the candidate) “all 
would be for you as the candidate.” . 

I greatly lament this thing, because Dr. Watson will not 
give hearty satisfaction to our friends in either County; 
and I suppose he has adopted his course, intending not 
to be diverted from it, even if an imposing convention 
should signify their dissent. It brings up the question 
whether I shall run for the Commons, and it is to express 
my views on this subject that I address you. Only a very 
few, yourself among them, have asked me to run in the 
Commons. Whilst I had fully decided to run in the Sen- 
ate, if nominated by Alamance, I think I ought not to run 
for the Commons. Whilst an endorsement by both coun- 
ties would have been such a testimonial of confidence as 
would have warranted the personal inconvenience and 
pecuniary loss which a seat in Legislature would bring to 
me, it does not seem to me that I ought to subject myself 
to such inconvenience for an endorsement of one County 
only, when I think, as I do, that I would render little ser- 
vice by the canvass in Randolph. I hoped to render much 
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service to our cause in Alamance, and I think I should be 
a much less efficient member in the Commons than in the 
Senate. As to the mere name of the thing I had quite 
as leave be in the one house as the other; besides, I know 
that many of my best friends prefer that I should not 
run unless for the Senate; I beg you and others, therefore, 
not to think of running me for the Commons. I am sure 
that it will be less inconvenient to you, that you would 
be elected by acclamation, and that you would be able 
to render more valuable service than I can. We ought 
by all means to have one efficient candidate, and I think 
you are our only chance. Will you run? I have read the 
discussion between Ellis and Pool at Gatesville. Pool’s 
triumph is more complete than I expected, confident as I 
was that he would triumph. 


To Rev. G. W. Bainum. 


AsHesBoro, May 


2d, 1860. 
* 


Postscript.—Rey. Daniel Worth was again convicted 
at Guilford last week. Same judgt. as here. Appealed 
to the Supreme Court. Has given bail in $3,000 and left 
the State, to return and abridge the judgments, or make 
up the money and indemnify his securities. 

East Oranae, N. J. 


To Chesley F. Faucett. 
Asnesoro, May 4th, 1860. 


On the 17th Feb. last I addressed to you a letter in re- 
lation to the Senatorial candidate for our district, and on 
the same day I wrote to Dr. Watson in reply to a letter 
from him. I have recd. no answer to either letter. The 
subject has been much stirred since, and having learned 
your views by a letter you wrote to my friend I. H. Foust, 
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I venture to recur briefly to the matter. The Whigs of 
this County, and also many of the Democrats, highly ap- 
prove my efforts to expose the management of our public ” 
works, and from the bitterness with which I have been as- 
sailed on this account by the Democrats in the Senate, 
through the press, and particularly by Mr. Fisher and 
especially on account of the re-election of Mr. F., which 
he claims as a complete vindication to himself and as a 
rebuke to me, a very strong desire exists here that your 
county would nominate me in order that the district which 
elected me might endorse my course. I confess that such 
an endorsement would be gratifying to my feelings, and 
if my constituents approve my course, policy and the pub- 
lic good would seem to call for such endorsement. The 
omission to sustain me will be called by Democracy as a 
virtual repudiation of my course, and will deter any other 
from the unpleasant and laborious duty of looking into 
the management of our public works. Fraud, which is 
creeping into the administration of our improvements, 
will be made bolder. Our people are strongly impressed 


with these views and have been led to believe that you 


concur in them, that our leading men highly disapprove of 
Dr. Watson’s becoming a candidate unless your people in 
convention had nominated him. In this way Dr. Lane 
misrepresented us. Owing to the injudicious custom of 
alternating the Senator each session, this county will 
cheerfully yield to the wishes of the Whigs of Alamance, 
if represented in Convention; but while our people think 
that under all the circumstances you ought to nominate 
me, and that a majority of you desire to do so, they will 
regard with great. disfavor any one voluntarily taking the 
track. I fear our people can not be brought to support 
Watson with any zeal, if at all, unless he were nominated 
by a convention fairly gotten up. 

I have been thus frank with you at the risk of having 
my motives misconstrued, because I think mischief to our 
cause will result from total inaction. I desire no political 
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preferment, and but for this peculiar position 1 occupy, 
would greatly prefer not to be a candidate; and I will not 
run unless a convention, in which a majority of the Dele- 
gates from Alamance concur, shall nominate me. 

I address these views to you for your consideration, not 
for public use, and should be glad to hear from you. 


[ P. S.]—I could be elected by acclamation to the Com- 
mons, but this would not be such an endorsement as would 
warrant the personal sacrifice which a seat in the Legis- 
lature involves to me. So my friends here regard it. 
They do not desire me to run unless to fill the place my 
enemies say I so discreditably filled at the last session. 

McCray’s Storr, ALAMANCE Co. 


£6) Ax Gatoster. 
Asurzoro, May 4th, 1860. 

I feel as you express yourself that our Alamance friends 
commit a great error in allowing Dr. W. to run. He will 
secure a cold support, not only in this County, but m his 
own. I confess that I feel that the nomination is due to 
me, and that it will be quite a political blunder if a con- 
vention of delegates from the two counties be not held, 
but I should not feel honored by a nomination which I 
had any agency in bringing about. I have heard nothing 
from the proposed county convention at Graham, to have 
been held on the 28th ult. I presume it failed. Wat- 
son’s friends intended to have it fail. My information 
leads me to believe that a large majority of the Whigs of 
A. would rather vote for me than for Watson. If he and 
I were competitors I should beat him much further than I 
beat Lane; but his friends will be active. Mine, not urged 
on by me, and unwilling to wound Dr. W.’s feelings, will 
do nothing. 

Tf A. do not nominate me, who is likely to be in the 
field in either County who can contribute anything to the 
development of our strength ? 
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If A. must have the candidate, she ought to bring out a 
more efficient and more popular man. Such a man is 
Chesley Faucett. I could very cheerfully give up the idea 
of running if he were the candidate. I feel mortified, 
when I really believe we are about to get into the ascend- 
ant, to have so dull a man as Watson in the field. Mr. 
McAdew has so recently come into the district that he 
ought not to think of running for the Senate. He would 
greatly strengthen himself for the future, as you suggest, 
by insisting on my nomination. 

If A. insists on having the candidate Randolph ought 
at least to be heard in the selection among her own men. 
It is scarcely respectful not to meet us in conyention. If 
they have appointed: no delegates, ought we not to make a 
further demonstration at May Court ? 

My repugnance to having Watson as our Candidate for 
the Senate is very strong, but J cannot speak out on the 
subject. He supported me warmly, as I will him, if noth- 
ing better can be done. W. J. Long, when I mentioned 
to him some time ago that Watson intended to be the can- 
didate, replied, with strong emphasis, “That shall not be; 
I will not stand that.” 

I am surprised that Govr. M. is anxious for me to run. 
I can not understand him. It seems to me he should have 
explained himself to me. 


To J. G. Ramsey. 


Asreporo, May 4th, 1860. 
At the time I wrote my last R. R. article I felt quite 
sensitive; some of my friends thought I had gone too far 
in my Plebs article. Believing that I had more than vindi- 
cated myself and knowing, from the great length of the 
article, that it would not be republished in any other pa- 
pers, I had 500 extra copies of the Patriot printed. I soon 


CORRESPONDENCE OF JONATHAN WorrTH. 


became satisfied that all men of sense, as well Democrats 
as Whigs, conceded that my triumph was complete; and 
especially among my constituency I found myself more 
than sustained, and in the press of a very diversified busi- 
ness I neglected to distribute many of the papers. I learn 
that it is supposed Mr. Fisher will be a candidate against 
you. If so it has oceurred to me that the circulation of 
these papers and your editorial might benefit you. I have 
about 50. If you think proper to give me the names and 
offices of persons to whom you would wish them sent, I 
will send them, and the parties may be kept in ignorance 
whence they came. 

A custom has prevailed between Randolph and Alamance 
to alternate the Senators, so I shall not be a candidate un- 
less Alamance call for me. I am informed that a large 
majority of the Whigs of Alamance wish to run me, but 
they were embarrassed by the opposition of some of those 
men. I neither ask nor decline my nomination. [The rest 
of the page illegible.| votes now, having gained many 
friends and lost none, save “the doer of odd jobs.” 


[P. S.]—I have been unable to get a bar of Fisher’s 


iron weighed. 


To L. Blackmer. 
Asneporo, June 9th, 1860. 


I am anxious to know, by the 3d July, the weight, per 
linear yard, of the iron being used by Mr. Fisher on his 
contract from Hale’s to Morganton. 

It has occurred to me that loads of it may be occasion- 
ally detained at your place, so that a bar might be accu- 
rately measured and weighed. 

T would by no means involve you or anybody else in my 
R. R. controversy, and will not use your name or that of 
any person you may secure to weigh it, without his or your 


consent. 
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I shall be greatly obliged if you will furnish me the in- 
formation desired. 
SALISBURY. 


To Giles Mebane.* 


Asuersoro, June 9th, 1860. 
My Dear Sir— 

In the brief interview we had at Graham, you expressed 
a wish that I would attend all your tax gatherings and that 
I would not discuss R. R. matters further than might be 
necessary to my defense; you also mentioned that you 
would probably not be present at the opening of the cam- 
paign in Alamance. I deem it necessary, before 1 make 
a speech in your County, to understand more fully what 
are the points in the R. R. matter which you would have 
me touch slightly. If you shall have made your arrange- 
ments to be at the first tax gathering you can explain to 
me orally. If not, I would like to have you write me your 
views. I took it, that as you have been a director since 
1855, you wished me to discuss the subject as not to com- 
pel you to defend your course as a director. 

The points which I may touch without in any way impli- 
eating you, I think, are: The Jno. C. McRae & Co.’s 
contract, the wood contracts, the right of way of Andrew’s 
lot, the memorial to the Legislature of 1856 by a sub- 
committee of the Directors, setting forth the indebtedness 
of the company, Dudley and Ashley and Moore account 
and negligence in collecting rents at shops; “Debts un- 
listed and not known to exist.” 

I suppose you would prefer that I pass over the matter 
with which Genl. Trolinger’s name is connected—the ex- 
press train, the Hotel and the omission to set apart and 
invest as a sinking fund annually a sum sufficient to pay 


1 Giles Mebane of Alamance. He had been frequently a Whig 
member of the General Assembly in the past. 
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the $350,000 at maturity. The “rebuke” cast on me by 
the re-election of Mr. F. last July. 

The accounts of Dudley and Ashley and Moore were 
never seen by the Directors or by the Finance Com. They 
found their way to the books after the investigating com. 
was appointed. 

I may have misconceived your idea. I feel the deep- 
est possible desire for your election and will do anything 
I can properly do to promote your success, but it will be 
universally expected of me to discuss this matter, and I 
wish to do so in such manner as may be best for our cause, 
consistent with proper self-respect. 

If you can not be at your first tax gathering, please give 
me your general idea on this matter. 

Mr. F. says his re-election last summer was a “rebuke” 
to me. I do not know how you voted. If you voted for 
his re-election, on what ground will you put the vote ? 

At what place does your sheriff begin his tax gatherings ? 
How far is the place from Graham and in what direction 
from Graham ? 

I think it will be best for me to spend the first week in 
your County and the next week in Randolph. You and 
Mr. McAden can have a full field for debate and can fill 
it to the best advantage for yourselves. I intend, however, 
to be governed in this by your wishes. 

If convenient send me a list of all your tax gatherings. 

MEBANESVILLE. 


Chesley F'. Faucett. 
Asnrporo, June 11th, 1860. 


I take it that everybody in my district will expect me 
to discuss the matters contained in my R. R. writings. Mr. 
Mebane, your most popular candidate, has been a Director 
since 1855, and so far as the Journals of the Co. show has 
concurred in all their proceedings, and as I am informed 
voted for the re-election of Mr. F. in 1859, and voted for 
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the dividend then declared, when there were no profits on 
hand, unless the company had “means unlisted and not 
known” (to the public) “to exist.” I address you confi- 
dentially, as a discreet friend, and ask for any suggestion 
you may feel willing to make. 


[P. S.]—I am sincerely anxious for the success of Mr. 
Mebane and Mr. McAden. 


McCray’s Storr, ALAMANCE Co. 


To A. G. Foster. 
Asurporo, June 25th, 1860. 

Fearing that Judge Saunders’s ill-will at me may have 
its influence against the appointment of my son-in-law, I 
deem it expedient to accompany my resignation with the 
recommendation of all the prominent members of the bar, 
practising in this Court. Most of these have been consulted 
and have agreed to recommend him. And I presume all 
will readily sign it as there is no other person likely to ap- 
ply, at all qualified to fill the office. I prefer to have the 
list headed by you and W. J. Long. If you feel willing 
to sign it, please send it back with your signature by return 
mail. Mr. Jackson will then take it to Mr. Long and to 
the Greensboro members of the bar. 


To C. F. Faucett. 
Asuesoro, June 28th, 1860. 


Your suggestions and my own reflections have led me 
to the conclusion that it will be unnecessary for me to more 
than make a general allusion to my R. R. report. My re- 
nomination and the cordiality with which it seems to be 
received are sufficient evidence of the approval of my 
constituents and would render a full review unnecessary, 
if not in bad taste. 
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I propose to attend your first tax gathering and as many 
others as the Alamance friends may think desirable, but 
as you have two speaking candidates and there will not 
be time for all, and as Randolph has no candidates accus- 
tomed to public speaking, I think I can do most good by 
attending many of the tax gatherings of Randolph. 


To Giles Mebane. 


Asurporo, June 28th, 1860. 

Since writing to you on the 9th inst., to which I have 
received no reply, I have arrived at a conclusion rendering 
an answer from you unnecessary. I intend in your County 
to discuss none of the details of my R. R. report and 
writings. 

I felt deeply indignant at the abuse heaped on me by 
the Democrats, which I felt was undeserved, especially 
when Mr. Fisher claimed his triumphant re-election last 
summer as disgracing and rebuking me; no one of any 
of my political friends who voted for his reelection having 
understood, so far as I have heard, that this construction 
of the vote was made under these circumstances. I had 
intended in self-vindication to go fully into the discus- 
sion of this matter. Your suggestion has led to reflection 
which has resulted in a change of purpose. My re-nomina- 
tion and the apparent cordiality with which it is received 
satisfy me that my constituents fully sustain me; and in 
this view it would seem egotistical to dwell on the matters. 
I shall simply make a general reference to it and going 
fully into ad valorem with a light touch on national poli- 
LICE: 

We are likely to have no candidate who can operate 
much on public opinion in this County. As you and Mc- 
Aden can say as much as the people can hear, and can 
say it no doubt more effectively for the general cause and 
your own benefit than I can, I think I had better be at 
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home part of the time for Public benefit. I will be at 
your first tax gathering. 
MEBANESVILLE. 


D0. Jord UCKEOM 
Raxzeicu, Nov. 29, 60. 


You will have seen that all the important elections are 
over excepting that of Senator. The papers announce that 
Clingman has received the caucus nomination. I am con- 
fident that this is a mistake. On the contrary the under- 
standing here is that the Caucus laid on the table the mo- 
tion to nominate a Senator. I presume Union Demo- 
crats are unwilling to vote for him. I hear that some of 
them prefer Bedford Brown. I am not in the secrets of 
those that can control the election, but should not be sur- 
prised if Brown should be the man. The Disunion in- 
fluence here is less potent than it was at the opening of 
the session. I hope no action will be taken as to our Fed- 
eral relation before the Christmas holidays and that we 
shall then adjourn until the inauguration of Lincoln. If 
he should pledge himself to execute the Fugitive Slave 
Law, and do it, I care nothing about the question as to 
Squatter Sovereignty. If he adopt the Southern doctrine 
that a State may disregard an act of Congress at pleasure 
and such State should not be coerced—If 8. C., for in- 
stance, seize the U. S. magazine and refuse to pay duties 
or seize the public arms in the National Capital Arsenal 
and he refuse to coerce the ohedience—it follows that he 
ought not to enforce the execution of the Fugitive Slave 
Law in the nullifying free States—-and in that case there 
is virtually no Union to dissolve; upon this idea we have 
no government, and it will be expedient to establish one. 
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The late election of Clingman® to the U. S. Senate 
awakens painful reflections in every lover of Union, whose 
patriotism raises him above the influences of party. He 
has been long known as a sympathizer with the Disunion- 
ists of S. C.—originally a Henry Clay Whig—reviling 
Deinocracy more than his leader, of late years he got his 
eye on his present position, abandoning all his early princi- 
ples and became a Democrat of the straightest order. At 
the opening of this Congress, upon the reading of Presi- 
dent Buchanan’s message, he was the first to condemn it 
on account of its pacific tone. He has long been known 
as favoring Disunion. 

In the election for members of the present Legislature, 
it has often been asserted in debate here and in no in- 
stance denied, so far as I have heard, that every member, 
while a Candidate, professed devotion to the Union and 
declared the election of Lincoln, which we all expected 
would happen, would not justify breaking up the Union. 
Since then no one pretends that any new cause of offense 
to the South has occurred. It is well known that nearly 
all the unpretending Democratic members were at heart 
what they had professed to be before their constituents— 
Union men. But their leaders had doubtless joined the 
Southern league. Avery,’ Hall,* Erwin,’ Street,’ Person,’ 
Hoke,* Bachelor,’ Bridgers,*® in the first caucus, assumed 
the lead and demanded the decapitation of Holden, because 


1 This fragment of a letter in Worth’s writing was probably to J. J. 
Jackson. 

2 Thomas L. Clingman, b. 1812. Whig member of Commons 1835 
and 1841. Member of Congress 1848-45, 1847-58. United States Sen- 
ator 1858-61. In 1850 he became a Democrat. He was a Confed- 
erate Brigadier General during the war. In 1875 he was a member 
of the State Convention. 


3 W. W. Avery of Burke. 7 Saml. J. Person of New Hanover. 
4Eli W. Hall of New Hanover. *John F. Hoke of Lincoln. 
5 Marcus Erwin of Buncombe. °Jos. B. Batchelor of Warren. 


6 Nathaniel H. Street of Craven. 1° Robt. R. Bridgers of Edgecombe 
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he was known to be for Union. The rank and file were 
astounded. When required to abandon their old and ap- 
proved leader, one who was known to have been the very 


‘ heart of Democracy for long years past, the most talented 


and hitherto the most influential of their party, plain, hon- 
est members, gaped in wonder; and very many of them 
had the moral courage, at first, to oppose their leaders. 
Many honest Democrats, largely interested in slave prop- 
erty, could not at first understand why a native North 
Yarolinian, himself a slave owner, lately deemed worthy 
to be Governor and United States Senator and a Union 
man, was to be superseded by a man lately from England, 
naturalized last April, without interest in slaves, an 
avowed Disunionist, a man without social position in Ra- 
leigh, where he was best known. The most profitable 
office in the gift of the General Assembly was the public 
printing. This first important move of the leaders was 
earried by a bare majority in Caucus; but being carried 
the rank and file, true to discipline, came in the next day 
and voted unanimously for John Spelman for public 
printer. The leaders next demanded that they should vote 
for Clingman. Many of the more worthy members 


To J. J. Jackson. 
Ratxten, Dec. 17, ’60. 


I can not find time to write you as often as I ought to. 

To-day the Senate voted 27 to 15 to suspend the rules 
in order to pass through its 2d and 3d readings a_ bill 
offered this morning by Erwin, who is a manly disunionist, 
not a disunionist under the disguise of secession, author- 
izing the Gov. to expend $300,000 in buying arms. The 
reason given for this remarkable precipitancy is that there 
are reasons to fear that a considerable insurrection is on 
foot, and secondly, that just now a gun factory offers him 
the guns at cash prices and payment to be made in State 
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bonds at par. I need not say that such pretext is equally 
silly. The bill is made the order of the day for 12 to- 
morrow. It will probably pass its second and third read- 
ings. Its real object is to enable the Governor to arm vol- 
unteers to aid S. C. The State will soon be involved in 
war unless, to the great disappointment and mortification 
of the leaders in this General Assembly, the committee 
of 33 should make a pacification. 

_ Cass has resigned because B. would not reinforce Ft. 
Moultrie. This is the report here, fully credited. Cass 
is too much of a Statesman to connive at the refusal of 
the President to execute the laws. Lincoln would not be 
permitted to execute them. 

So So. Ca. will become another Paradise—By her cot- 
ton will rule the world—Get plenty of cheap negroes from 
Africa, and we may possibly be allowed to attach ourselves 
to her as an humble dependency. Slavery, as Gen. Jack- 
son well predicted, is only a “pretext.” 

Slavery is doomed if the South sets up a Southern Con- 
federacy. With Canada in effect for her Northern border 
from the Atlantic to the Pacific—all hating us, it is mad- 
ness to think of anything else only to cut the throats of 
the negroes or have our own throats cut. 

I am truly sorry that I am a member of this Assembly 
which I think contains less of patriotism than any like 
number of men ever assembled in this State since the close 
of the Revolution. 

Nearly half of the Democratic members desire to pre- 
serve the Union, but they are the rank and file and will 
all ultimately follow their leaders—at least, vote for the 
measures of Avery and Co.—all of which, openly or in 
disguise, look to a dissolution. 
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Remarks of Mr. Worth on the Proposition to call a Con- 
tion, in the Senate, January, 1861." 


The proposition of the Senator from Guilford, as I un- 
derstand it, is to submit it to the vote of the people whether 
they will have a Convention, altogether unrestricted, with- 
out anything in the preamble or body of the resolutions 
declaratory of the purpose of the calling such Convention. 
I recognize as the basis of our government the right of the 
people to govern, and I am therefore willing, if the people 
desire it, that such a Convention be called, free to con- 
sider and act on every principle of government, State or 
National, with this proviso only, that the action of such 
Convention shall have no validity until ratified by a vote 
of the people; but if the bill in any way indicates that the 
Convention is called to consider our Federal relations, I 
can not vote for it, because the Constitution authorizes 
the General Assembly to call no such Convention. Such 
Conventions have been nowhere called except for the pur- 
pose of carrying out secession. I will not discuss this 
doctrine as a constitutional remedy. This has been sufti- 
ciently done. It is sufficient for my present purpose to 
declare that I regard it as a ruinous heresy, whether the 
present Union be preserved or a Southern Confedéracy 
be formed. I regard it as the seed of death in any Con- 
federation. A new Republic founded on it would be 
based on Disintegration. I can therefore vote for no bill 
which in any way squints toward a recognition of this doc- 
trine. ; 

The only Convention to consider of National affairs, 
which the General Assembly can constitutionally call, is 
a Convention provided for in the Fifth Article of the 
Constitution of the United States to pass on amendments 
to the Constitution of the United States previously pro- 
posed as therein prescribed. Any other Convention called 
by the General Assembly to consider of National affairs 


1 In Worth’s writing. 
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I regard as revolutionary, and I am sure my constituents 
are not ready for revolution for existing causes. 


A Resolution.* 


Resolved, That while we recognize the right of the Genl. 
Government to garrison and defend its forts within our 
borders, and decm it the duty of the President of the 
United States to protect and defend said forts against the 
aggression or adverse occupation of all persons whatso- 
ever; in the present state of affairs we think it highly in- 
expedient that the general Government exercise such right 
or make any other military demonstration, tending to civil 
war. 


Resolved, further, That while we earnestly deprecate a 
military collision between the authorities of the United 
States and the people or authorities of any State of this 
Union, we deem it inexpedient to declare, in advance, 
what part we should take, in the event of such collision, 
until all the attending circumstances shall be known. 


MR. WORTH’S ADDRESS TO PEOPLE OF RAN- 
DOLPH AND ALAMANCE. 


To My Constituents of the Counties of Randolph and 
Alamance: 

On the 28th of February next you are called upon, by 
an act of the General Assembly, by your vote to declare 
whether or not you want a State Convention, restricted to 
the consideration of our National Affairs; and also, at the 
same time, to vote for delegates for said Convention, in 
case a majority of the whole State shall call it. The Act 
provides that the action of the Convention shall have no 


1 This resolution is in Jonathan Worth’s writing, and was proba- 
bly prepared by him during the General Assembly of 1860-61. 
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validity until ratified by a vote of the people. I voted 
against this act because neither the Constitution of the 
United States, nor of this State, contemplates any such con- 
vention,—and because I can see no way by which it can 
do any good, and I fear it may do much mischief. 

Such a convention is a modern invention of South Caro- 
lina, to bring about a sort of legalized revolution. It has 
been adopted in most of the Southern States. All its 
original advocates were disunionists. Wherever such a 
convention has assembled, it has asserted the power to 
sever the State from the Union, and declare it an inde- 
pendent government. Under my oath to support the Con- 
stitution of the United States, I could not vote to eall a 
convention to overthrow that instrument. 

I thought it improper for the General Assembly to ask 
you whether you want an unconstitutional Convention. 
What can it do? It can do nothing only as a revolution- 
ary body. Everybody looks for a remedy for our national 
troubles, to an amendment of the Constitution of the United 
States. The Fifth Article of the Constitution of the 
United States prescribes two modes of amendment. I 
give you the words: 

“The Congress, whenever two-thirds of both houses shall 
deem it necessary, shall propose amendments to this Con- 
stitution; or on the application’ of the Legislatures of 
two-thirds of the several States shall call a convention 
for proposing amendments, which, in either case, shall be 
valid, for all intents and purposes, as part of this Consti- 
tution, when ratified by the Legislatures of three-fourths 
of the several States, or by conventions in three-fourths 
thereof, as the one or the other mode of ratification may 
be proposed by the Congress.” 

Our wise fathers did not intend that the great funda- 
mental law—the Constitution—should be lightly altered. 
If bare majorities of the popular vote could have altered 
it, a written Constitution would have been idle. 


Pee 
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You will see that there are two constitutional modes of 
amendment. Congress has been endeavoring to agree on 
amendments. There is little prospect that two-thirds of 
both houses can agree on anything. The members were 
all elected as partizans. Many of them have indulged 
in crimination and recrimination in mutual abuse of each 
other till they are not in the temper to act as patriots and 
statesmen. They have become excited—excited men rarely 
act prudently and wisely. The other mode of amend- 
ment has not been tried. Shall we not try all constitu- 
tional modes of amendment before we resort to strange 
and unconstitutional modes? ‘That other mode seems pe- 
cularly adapted to our present condition. Let a Na- 
tional Convention be called. Surely two-thirds of the 
State will join in sucha call. If called, it is hoped wise 
and discreet men, not men lately engaged in party strife, 
will be called to fill it. Can anybody doubt that such an 
assembly could compose the National commotions. I do 
not doubt it. The provision for such a convention, in 
common with all their works, shows the forecast and wis- 
dom of our fathers. In such an assembly, composed of 
calm and prudent men, all sections could be heard, could 
interchange views, each could make some concessions to 
the feelings and prejudices of others, the same sort of 
concession we all have to make to each other in religion, 
morals, and everything else, which makes civilized society. 

They would agree on a basis of settlement. In all the 
States excepting South Carolina, perhaps in a few other 
Southern States, the people still cherish a love for the 
name of Washington and for the Union. The doings of 
such a convention would be likely to be heartily ratified 
by three-fourths of the States. At all events let no one 
break up this great Union till we have fully tried all con- 
stitutional modes of amendment. . 

If the proposed State Convention does what its most Panger of conven- 
ardent advocates desire it to do, it will be what all conven- 
tions south of us have done—declare the State out of the 
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Union and an independent State. Every artifice will be 
employed to make you believe that a convention is to be 
called to save the Union. Believe it not. It is true, many 
members who are Union men voted for submitting it to a 
vote of the people whether they would have a convention 
or not, throwing upon you, with little time to consider, a 
responsibility which I think they should have met them- 
selves. A majority refused to pass an amendment allow- 
ing you to endorse on your tickets whether you are for 
Union or disunion. It will be said that the convention 
can do no harm since whatever it may do will have no 
validity till ratified by you. The disunion leaders boldly 
maintain that the Legislature can not restrict the conven- 
tion, that it may pass whatever ordinance it pleases, re- 
gardless of the restraints attempted to be imposed upon it 
by the Act of Assembly; and that it may, or may not, at 
its pleasure, submit its action to the people for ratifica- 
tion. If war begins it will probably be brought on during 
the sitting of the convention. 

Fore eee It is now the policy of disunionists to postpone hos- 
tilities until President Buchanan goes out and President 
Lincoln comes in. They will probably court a fight as 
soon as Lincoln takes the reins. If war shall have actually 
commenced before the convention closes its session, and 
an ordinance of secession be passed, it is to be feared that 
its action will not be referred to the people for ratification. 
Not one of the five States which seceded, though acting 
under no emergency, has submitted its action to the people 
for ratification. We have not yet exhausted constitutional 
remedies. We can not have exhausted them before this 
convention shall assemble. Believe not those who may tell 
you this convention is called to save the Union. It is 
called to destroy it. If you desire to preserve the Union 
vete ““No Convention,” and at the same time, be careful 
for whom you vote as delegates. 

When we shall have seen what the Commissioners shall 
effect, who are to meet in Washington on the 4th of Feb- 
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ruary, to look for a remedy for the National disturbances, 
when we shall have called for a National Convention and 
it shall be refused, or shall have failed to accomplish a 
pacification, it will be time enough to resort to revolution. 
I think that those only should vote for a convention who 
regard disunion as the only remedy for the disease of the 
times. 

I have felt it due to you to present this hasty explana- 
tion of my views, on a momentous question on which you 
are called upon to vote with such extraordinary haste. 

To go into a discussion of the ground on which the dis- 
unionists claim that we ought to dissolve the Union, would 
require more time than I could properly withdraw from 
my legislative duties. I content myself with saying that 
I have carefully read nearly all the debates in Congress, 
and I see no sufficient reason for abandoning the counsels 
of the Father of his Country, and the Government under 
which we have become the freest and most powerful nation 
of the earth, and launching, probably through civil war, 
upon the dark sea of experiment. 

JonaTuan Worvn. 


To his Brother.’ 
Asuxrporo, March 16th, 1861. 

In your letter of the 8th inst., I was taken a little by sur- 
prise. But I now fear to begin to believe that revolution 
can’t be stayed, and if I consulted the dictates of prudence, 
would, to some extent, yield to the current. I was sur- 
prised because the evidence has seemed to me abundant 
since the vote of La. and N. ©. and the adjournment of 
Congress, the report of the peace convention, and the in- 
augural, that revolution was arrested. The votes of La. 
and N. ©. raised a wall between the madness of the South 
and the uncertain turbulence of Va. which neither could 


1 Probably B. G. Worth. 
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pass. The plan of the peace Congress, when duly consid- 
ered, will be approved by an increased majority both North 
and South. It is better for all sections and for the whole 
country than the Crittenden plan, that is, as to the main 
question—territory ; no more territory would be likely to 
be acquired at all, and if acquired, the slavery question 
would be settled simultaneously. Congress having ad- 
journed without passing the force bill and without supply- 
ing the executive with men or money to wage war, or even 
to reinforce Fort Sumter, the Prest., as commander-in- 
chief of the army, would be compelled in a military point 
of view, and not in-a recognition of the right of Secession, 
to evacuate Ft. Sumter. Lincoln’s inaugural breathes 
peace to any candid mind. Since the final act of Congress, 
the President’s inaugural and the vote of N. C. against 
convention reached me, I have considered the Revolution 
arrested. Reaction must soon follow in the United States. 

I do not know whether the Prest. has ordered the evacu- 
ation of Ft. Sumter, but I presume he has because Con- 
gress did not furnish him the means of maintaining the 
occupation, in which I think Congress acted wisely. As 
to any other fort, still in the occupation of the national 
troops, which the Prest. can defend with the means at his 
command, he would make himself contemptible in the esti- 
mation of the world if he should voluntarily surrender 
them. He is bound by his oath to protect the public prop- 
erty and execute the laws so far as the legislative power 
will furnish him the means. 

I fear you caught a slight tinge of gloom from our 
quondam friend Geo. Davis.* I know not how you regard 
him. You ought not to regard him any longer as a Whig. 
You have heard Vance’s anecdote as to the pet lamb Billy. 


? George Davis, a prominent member of the Wilmington bar, had 
become a secessionist after the Peace Conference. As a member of 
the Whig party this change greatly incensed many of the party. He 
was later Confederate Senator and Attorney General in the Confed- 
erate Cabinet 
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Say to Davis personally, “Billy.” He has gone over, 

whatever he may think or say, to Democracy and red Re- 
publicanism. Democracy has fought for months with the 
rope around its neck. Its votaries should now have their 
coffins made and say their prayers. 

Twiggs ought not to be shot. He ought to be hanged 
and his name for all time to be written in connection and 
immediately after Benedict Arnold. I am garrulous and 
will quit. 


To Rev. James McNeill. 


Asuesoro, March 16th, 1861. 

You will please discontinue sending me the Presbyterian, 
Great as is my personal regard for you, I can not regard 
it as consistent with my sense of duty to patronize a paper, 
even if it were a polit?eal one, which advocates Secession 
and seeks to alienate one section of this country against 
the other. I view with abhorrence both Secession and Abo- 
lition, both equally tending and aimed, without sufficient 
cause, at the subversion of the Government. [The re- 
mainder of the letter is illegible except for the following 
postscript | : 

I object to any cemmentary on this communication 
through the press. I have directed my brother, J. A. 
Worth, to call on you and pay up my arrearage. 


To the people of Randolph County. 
Rauereu, May, 1861. 


You know how earnestly I have labored to preserve the 
Union. I still regard it as the “paladium of our liberty.” 
I have no hope that so good a government will be built 
upon its ruins. I advised you last February to vote 
against a Convention, regarding it as a contrivance to over- 
throw the Government. There was then a, majority in 


135 


Requests discon- 

tinuance of paper 
because of its dis- 
union sentiments. 


Review of his atti- 
tude towards seces- 
sion and causes of 
its change. 


136 


Nortru Carortina HisrorrcAL COMMISSION. 


North Carolina, Virginia, Maryland, Delaware, Tennes- 
see, Kentucky, Mississippi, Arkansas in favor of preserv- 
ing the Union. I felt sure if a reconsideration could not 
be effected, war must ensue—and if war was commenced 
by either party, it would engender hatred between the sec- 
tions and greatly widen the breach. I have always be- 
lieved and still believe that the doctrine of secession, as a 
peaceful and constitutional mode of withdrawing a State 
from the Union, an absurdity; and that it was the right 
and the duty of the Federal Government, to execute the 
laws and protect the public property by military force in 
such seceding States; but after seven States had been al- 
lowed without molestation, to assert this doctrine of seces- 
sion and set up and put in operation a new government— 
after all the Federal officers within their limits had re- 
signed and they had possessed themselves without resist- 
ance of all the forts, excepting Fort-Sumter and Fort Pick- 
ens, on the mainland in seven States, I deemed it highly 
inexpedient for the Government to attempt coercion by 
military force: because, 

First—it would result in a bloody civil war—and could 
not end in a restoration of friendly union. 

Secondly—because I thought Congress had indicated, 
by refusing to pass a force bill, that it was imexpedient at 
that time, to use military power to retain or regain the pub- 
he property, through the agency of a Sectional President, 
which indication I supposed the President, as the power 
appointed to execute the Legislative will, would observe. 

Thirdly—lI supposed that President, though he had ob- 
tained power by the advocacy of Sectional doctrines, tend- 
ing to dissolve the Union, still desired to preserve the 
Union; and any man of ordinary common sense knew that 
any attempt on the part of a president elected by one sec- 
tion, to compel by force of arms, the other.section which 
had been allowed quietly to accomplish revolution and es- 
tablish a government, would be resisted—and all the men 
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in the same States, still adhering to the Union, would be 
rendered impotent to resist the current of Revolution. 

The President must have known that all of us in the 
Slave States, who in spite of the unfriendly action of the 
North, had barely become able to stand up for the Union 
would be crushed by the first gun he fired against the 
South. I believed he still desired to protect our rights 
and preserve the Union, and that he had some sympathy 
with those of us who had breasted the current of Disunion, 
and that he would not voluntarily drive us out of the 
Union—though the President had been elected as a parti- 
san, upon one Sectional idea, I hoped and believed, when 
he and his party had attained control of the government, 
that he was enough of a statesman and a patriot to exert 
his powers to protect our rights and preserve the Union. 
Clay and Jackson and all the statesmen of the Jand, when 
South Carolina first asserted the Doctrine of Nullification 
and Secession, held that extraordinary Legislation was 
necessary to enable the executive to suppress the rebellion. 
The last Congress had refused the extraordinary legisla- 
tion—the legislative will was therefore clearly expressed, 
that there should be no attempt at military coercion, and 
for some weeks after the inauguration of Lincoln, his ad- 
ministration allowed it to he understood that they intended 
to act in conformity to the will of Congress and evacuate 
Fort Sumter and Fort Pickens—and thus allowing ex- 
cited passions to subside, leave to the next Congress to de- 
termine what was to be done. But suddenly and without 
explanation, a fleet is fitted by the President and notice 
given to the Southern Confederacy that Fort Sumter would 
be provided for peaceably or forcibly. Men of war were 
sent to Charleston Harbor—then Fort Sumter was attacked 
and taken. The first guns were fired by the Southern 
army, but this was after they had notice from the Presi- 
dent that he intended to retain possession of the Fort by 
force. 

[The remainder is missing, but the substance of it was 
an appeal to the people to unite in defense of the South. | 
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From Thos. Macon. 
May 6th, 1861. 

Having had an acquaintance with your father and 
formed an attachment to him for the noble and generous 
principles held by him, I have felt the same attachment for 
the Worth family and, as you know, have supported them 
on all occasions. I have been, it seems from my feelings, 
for some days compelled to pen some thoughts to you that 
you may know my feelings and anxiety for the preserva- 
tion of this Union which feels so dear to me. My father 
and three uncles fought for it, two of whom lost their lives; 
is there any amongst us who has lost more ancestry blood 
than myself? then dear friend think it not strange if L 
entreat you to save the ship, save the ship, save the ship 
or let not the noble County of Randolph stain her hand in 
its loss—was not there once a nullification spirit gotten up 
at the North? Remember the Hartford Convention and 
how President Monroe treated the commushingers* sent to 
him from it, gentlemen I can not receive you only as 
privet citizens, rather than see him in this capacity they 
sneak off home, whoted and made fun of in every town 
through which they passed—the people did not follow 
there leaders but it seames flew to armes and made peace— 
by the Vermonters in the affere of Plattsburg and that of 
Stonington, what next we here that a man by the name of 
Cooper was sent over to Columbia, South Carolina, as a 
leader in their College to fill the young students’ minds 
with the seed and doctrine of nullification, which was soon 
done, and South Carolina nullified and kindled the fire to 
bust the Union, but it failed. The digest of South Caro- 
lina (says a writer) reclaims the name and titles of the 
King, and his officers so arranged that an uninformed 
reader from that work would not determine whether she 
was a state of the Union or a British Province. Hence 
the old seed of Toryism as a foundation for Nullification 
Cecession and a combustible to take fire and explode in the 


1 Commissioners. 
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land the end at which she has aimed for forty years is at 
last accomplished; and what has she done, she has filled 
the country with jealousy, war armies, expenses, murder, 
rapine with all the horrors concomitant on war—and then 
Eve-like casts the blame on the North and Old Lincoln— 
but worse than this, several of the States are now assisting 
her to fan the flames and consume this once happy country, 
contrary to Washington’s advice and councile, which was 
to exhume any man an enemy who should mention or in- 
timate a wish to split or divide the Union, observing united 
we stand, divided we fall. I had an interview with an 
old man 77 years old the other day near South Caroliny 
he said his father was born in Virginia come to S. C. 
and married before the Revolution but in the time of the 
war the Tories were so bad he had to go back to Virginia 
and stay til peace was made. Can it be possible that the 
good and once virtuous people of these Southern States 
will choose this tyrannical state for their leader ? O yes, she 
has become changed and virtuous enough to be our leader 
and will lead us on to conquest and to glory but I hope 
you will use your influence to save the ship—slay not 
your noble principles but plead that we follow the example 
of Kentucky and Tennessee. The treachery of man in the 
heart and bowels of our country has been very great. O 
my God, what is to come! Do thou protect the ship: 
bring to naught the wicked council of the ungodly. 

Now dear friend as I have been in the habit of looking 
up to you for advice but we have falling on strange times 
it seems. Saten has turned loose, Having great power 
and authority and has filled the earth full of lies from one 
end to the other: and fear has taken hold on me so that 


I know not what to do I fear there are unprincipal men . 


enough to take the lives of men already have been called 
an old abolitionist—what next. 

P. S. I have hoped that the good sense and virtue of 
the people would save the ship from the rocks, by the 
superintending Providence of God but it seems gon. O 
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that the American people had cultivated the publick mind, 
taken good heed to themselves and their Country, we are 
a ruined people, ruined ruined, what a change. I have 
written a few unconnected thoughts thinking you are bet- 
ter able to understand than myself and will do your duty. 
Farewell now to farewell in time and in eternity is to do 
well, 


To H. L. Myrover. 
AsHEBoro, May 6, 61. 

I have just got home to stay two days at our Court now 
sitting. Shall return to Raleigh next Wednesday. I en- 
close receipts for your papers which reached here after I 
left for Raleigh. My mind became so painfully embar- 
rassed with the condition of our Country that I forgot to 
call for your papers. I am still painfully impressed with 
my total impotence to accomplish anything tending to the 
preservation of our Country from the calamities of civil 
war. The best chance I see is to present a united front. 
I shall therefore on to-morrow use whatever of influence 
I possess to induce our people to volunteer. I shall take 
this course as the best to bring about peace. I wish I 
could hope for the re-establishment of as good a govern- 
ment as that we have overthrown. With sorrow I now co- 
operate and unite with a majority of my State. 


To Cyrus P. Mendenhall. 
Asueporo, May 6, 1861. 


Reflection has at last brought me to this conclusion that 
peace will be preserved, if it can be by any honorable 
means—and that this is likelier to be attained by unity 
among ourselves—and determined, united military resist- 
ance. 

In this view I shall take the stump to-morrow and urge 
our young men to volunteer. 
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The painful uncertainty in my mind as to the wisest 
course to pursue and a deep consciousness that I have not 
ability to the emergencies of the times, made me deter- 
mine at one time to resign. J have reconsidered and in 
act did so before I left Raleigh. 


LoL. Ce and BG. Worth. 
AsuEsoro, May 13, 1861. 

There are few men in so unhappy a frame of mind as 
myself. If I could believe there was a prominent man in 
the nation, urging and controlling either of the sections; 
of real probity and honor and fair-mind, uninfluenced by 
selfish ends, I could find in this conviction some consola- 
tion. If I could see beyond the conclusion of the present 
strife any probability of the re-establishment of a whole- 
some state and government, either republican or monarch- 
ical, it would give me some relief, however much blood 
and treasure it might cost. The petty monarchies or re- 
publics which must spring up on the establishment of the 
doctrine of secession and the overthrow of Washington’s 
popular idea of a united government, must involve the 
European plan of preserving government by the Cartridge 
box, instead of the ballot box. This must bring with it 
incaleulable woe to the masses. This continent ought to 
be a united government. Popular government is proving 
itself a fallacy and delusion. Virtue and order are un- 
equal to a contest with ambition and selfishness. The de- 
sire to avoid the carnage and wickedness of war makes me 
desire a pacification on the only basis now possible, the 
recognition of the Southern Republic, but I confess that 
the argument carries much force to my mind that the evils 
growing out of the recognition of secession and the im- 
measurable petty governments which must spring from it, 
will probably overbalance the loss of life and property 
which the war will occasion. Will not the North West 
submit to self-immolation if they recognize secession? Pe- 
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cuniary selfishness, if the doctrine be once acknowledged, 
will make N. Y. adopt it. 

Another view which distresses me is this. Slavery thus 
far, has been only a preteat for this sectional contest. The 
multitude, North and South, regard it as the cause. This 
makes the North regard it as the sum of all sins. If the 
civil war is protracted and Northern troops sent among us 
they will ultimately incite insurrection. The poor negroes 
will be killed. 

J am pained that I occupy a place in the public counsels, 
because I am impotent to do anything which my judgment 
and conscious approve. I can not avert the war, consistent 
with the re-establishment of a government so good as that 
we pull down. Whilst I can not hesitate where no choice 
is left, only to fight for the South and home, or for the 
North, if I should fall in such a contest, I would find in a 
dying hour no comfort in the conviction that I had sacri- 
ficed my life in a just cause. It is true that I believe Lin- 
coln had no right to call out the militia, make War and 
blockade the ports, when Congress, with full knowledge of 
the existing state of the rebellion, had just refused to pass 
the force bill,—and conceding to him the right, if re- 
union was his object, he showed want of common sense in 
adopting the course he did. If the restoration of the 
Union was his object, which I believe was his object,— 
then he is a fool. If his purpose was to drive off all the 
Slave states, in order to make war on them and annihilate 
Slavery, then he is a Devil and in the latter supposition T 
could fight with a hearty good will. 

I hope your customers are honorable and that the war 
and the stay law will not engulph you. I am struggling 


to make corn, wheat, ete. 

[P. S.] I do not expect you to reply. I have unbos- 
omed myself because there is nobody else to whom I can 
do it [One line illegible] only 703 votes yesterday instead 
of 2,611. We are getting up volunteers, principally in 
the class of which armies are commonly composed. 


yy 
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To Springs, Oak & Co. 
Asuxrsoro, May 13th, 1861. 


1438 


T have just returned from Raleigh. The State regards criticism of Lin- 


the impending war as a sectional one and all seemed deter- war. 


mined to repel it. A large majority up to the issuing of 
Lincoln’s proclamation were firm for the Union. Some of 
us would have made any sacrifice to preserve it. The small 
concessions made by the last Congress had strengthened us. 
Lincoln prostrated us. He could have devised no scheme 
more effectual than the one he has pursued, to overthrow 
the friends of Union here. Whether this was his design 
in order to make war upon slavery, or his purpose only 
what he professes, we are in doubt. [Neat three lines il- 
legible.| Whatever may be his purpose, any sensible man 
could foresee, and this act of his will prove, that he is the 
most efficient auxiliary of the secessionists. I have been 
the most persevering and determined public man in my 
State to preserve the Union—the last to abandon the hope, 
that the good sense of the Nation would prevent a collision 
between the extremes, each of which I viewed with equal 
abhorrence. I am left no other alternative but to fight for 
or against my section. I can not hesitate. Lincoln has 
made us a unit to resist until we repel our invaders or die. 
I can see no hope in the future, whatever may be the issue 
of the fight, which now seems inevitable. The best chance 
for ultimate re-union would be a peaceable separation. 

Our Legislature is terrible. You will have seen our 
new stay law. All collection for creditors at home and 
abroad is cut off, without any security to creditors. 

Will you please let me know how accts. stand between 
me and you? I intend to pay the little I owe North and 
South, if I can be permitted to do so without being a 
traitor. 

Read Gov. Graham’s speech to the Hillsboro volunteers, 
published in the Standard this week. It is a true ex- 
ponent of the views of all quondam Union men here. 

PHILADELPHIA, Pa. 


eoln, 


Necessity of 


144 


Anxious reflec- 
tions on the state 
of the country. 
Gloomy forebod- 
ings of the future 
of the South. 


Norru CarortinaA HisrorrcaL COMMISSION. 


To D. G. Worth. 
Asuesoro, May 15, 1861. 


I have been forced by surrounding facts to take sides, or 
rather front, with my section. I regard a prudent peace, 
even accompanied with the contemplated secession of the 
State, and her union with the Confederate States, as pre- 
ferable to a civil war on a gigantic scale; but I have not a 
particle of confidence in the wisdom or the patriotism of 
the new rulers to whom we submit. I leave the Union and 
the flag of Washington because I am subjected and forced 
to submit to my master—democracy, detesting it with 
more and more intensity, as I become better acquainted 
with its leaders and its objects. I still believe that no re- 
spectable and stable government can ever be established in 
America, except on the plan of a Union, such as that we 
are wickedly and foolishly overthrowing. Even on the 
plan of a peaceful separation, North America will soon 
become Mexicanized. New York will next secede, the 
doctrine being once recognized. The great and populous 
Northwest, cut off from the Ocean, excepting by the as- 
sent of foreign states will open a road to the great highway 
of Nations with the sword—hut if the free States act on 
the plan they now avow of preserving the Union by force 
of arms, no odds at what cost of life or treasure, the civil 
strife will soon beget the most diabolical purposes. The 
masses, already deluded, with the notion that Slavery is 
the cause, when in fact, it is now only the pretext with the 
leaders of both sections, will proclaim freedom to the 
slaves and arm them against us. 

T think the South is committing suicide, but my lot is 
east with the South and being unable to manage the ship, 
I intend to face the breakers manfully and go down with 
my companions. 

These are my calm conclusions. 

I have been deeply pained at the responsibilities of my 
position. I have become resigned from conscious impo- 
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tence to do anything to impede the evils upon us, and have 
concluded to drift with the current, keeping a sharp lookout 
for some opportunity, by the aid of Divine Providence, to 
divert the ship of State from the gulf of ruin towards 
which we are bound. 

What are your plans? Will you stay in Wilmington, or 
return to the back country and make corn till the war is 
over ¢ 

Soon after the Fourth of July war will begin in earnest, 
if not sooner; or peace will be made. The former, in my 
opinion, is most probable. I do not think the North is 
making her military preparations as a mere bravado. 

In the event of war can you continue your business with 
any prospect of success? If an invasion of this State be 
made, is not Wilmington likely to be one of the first places 
attacked ? 

Have you attached yourself to any of the military or- 
ganizations so as to forbid your removing from Wilming- 
ton? In times of war some must remain at home to pro- 

vide food for the soldiers and protect and feed the women 
and children. I hope you will not allow the ardor around 
you or the apprehension of not being deemed brave, to 
make you forget that you can contribute to the defense of 
your country, as effectually as you could by going into the 
army—and at the same time take care of your wife and 
children. 


To Dr. C. W. Woolen. 
Asueporo, May 17th, 1861. 


I have made special inquiry into the cost question against 
you and the other securities of Daniel Worth—having first 
taken the pains to examine the authorities. 

It is decided by the Supreme Court in the case State vs. 
Saunders and others, 1 Hawkes, p. 355, that the securities 
to an appeal bond in a criminal case, where the judgment 
from which appeal was taken is confirmed, are liable to all 
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the State costs in the Superior Court and the Supreme 
Court, excepting the prison fee. I have seen S. G. Worth 
this morning and learn from him that the State Solicitor 
has at length given up all claims beyond this. At the 
Spring Term he was authorized to demand all the costs in 
both cases, and not to receive forfeitures, but to issue exe- 
cution for them, unless the whole of the costs was paid. I 
instructed him to disregard this instruction and throw the 
responsibility on me, and he accordingly received the 
amount of the forfeiture and the cost of the proceedings 
and to enforce them and with the assent of the attorneys, 
prosecuting for the State, he claims only what he is bound 
to demand according to law, to wit, the State’s costs in the 
Supr. and Supreme Court in the case tried, excluding 
prison fees. No costs are now claimed on the case not 
tried, and none of defendant’s costs are either called for 
and the County has made an order directing the prison 
fees to be paid out of the forfeitures. The order given by 
your nephew is not, I understand, for a sum sufficient to 


pay the costs for which you are liable as security for the 


appeal to the Supreme Court. 

I am filled with horror at the condition of our country. 
According to my notions of Government, there is much 
that is wrong on both sides. The Abolitionists of the Free 
States ought not to have agitated the slavery question at 
all, even conceding that their feeling is right. It only 
tends to make the treatment of slaves more vigorous and to 
encourage bitterness between the two sections. When it 


was seized upon as a party question it was easy to see it 
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must soon become sectional and that is purely sectional. I 
have always regarded the dissolution of the Union as the 
greatest misfortune which could befall the whole nation 
and the whole human race. Hence I have abhorred the 
agitation of the slavery question as tending to this result. 
Acting on that conviction I have used all the efforts in my 
power to stay what I regarded as the madness of both sec- 
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tions, and in the immediate sphere of my influence have 
impressed my views upon others. My immediate constit- 
uents sustained me with greater unanimity than did the 
constituents of any other representative. I was the first 
public man in the State to call on the people to vote down 
the Convention on the 28th Feb., on the ground that the 
calling of it would tend to a dissolution of the Union. 
Everybody attributed to me a larger share of the credit or 
discredit of defeating the call of a Convention than to any 
other man in the State. I regarded the result in N. OC. 
and Tenn. as arresting the march of madness. Union men 
had gained strength up to the proclamation of: Lincoln. 
If he had withdrawn the garrison of Fort Sumter on the 
principle of a military necessity and in obedience in what 


seemed to be the will of Congress in refusing to pass the - 


foree bill, this State and Tenn. and the other slave States 
which had not passed the ordinance of Secession, would 
have stood up for the Union. In the feverish state of the 
popular mind, if he be a man of good sense, he knew he 
would crush the Union men in the Slave States by the 
policy he adopted. All of us who had stood by the Union, 
felt that he had abandoned us and surrendered us to the 
tender mercies of Democracy & the Devil. He must have 
known that he was letting loose on us a torrent to which 
we could oppose no resistance. It may be said, theoreti- 
cally, that this should not have been the effect. Statesmen 
should have common sense. All sensible men knew it 
would be the effect. We are still at a loss to determine 
whether he is an old goose, as well as each of his advisers, 
thinking to preserve the Union by his course, or whether 
he became apprehensive that the Union men were about 
to gain strength enough in the South to stay Secession and 
he desired to drive us all into rebellion, in order to make 
a crusade against slavery and desolate our section. In the 
former case he is a fool:—in the latter—a devil. He 
could have adopted no policy so effectual to destroy the 
Union. Since the issue of that great proclamation, it is 
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unsafe for a Union man in even N. C. to own he is for 
the Union. The feeling is to resist to the death. Union 
men feel that just as they had got so they could stand on 
their legs, Lincoln had heartlessly turned them over to the 
mercy of their enemies. We feel that his co-operation with 
the Secessionists left us no alternative but to take arms 
against our neighbors, or to defend ourself against his 
ageression. 

I am still a Union man, but for military resistance to 
Lincoln, believing that Lincoln and his cabinet have acted 
on their mistaken impression that their policy was the best 
for the preservation of the Union, and that they do not 
intend to proclaim servile insurrection. If the latter is 
the design the South can be conquered only by extermina- 
tion. If his purpose be, as he says, to respect property 
and discountenance rebellion or insurrection among our 
servile population, and our people become satisfied of this, 
many of our people will not willingly take arms. 

I see no hope of any good and stable government except 
in the United government we are pulling down. It can 
not be united by war. If peace be immediately made, it 
will soon re-unite, with an anti-secession clause. 

Write me again soon. The Quakers here will not be- 
heve your statements as to your Quakers volunteering and 
the floating of the Stars and Stripes over a Quaker Church. 


To Gaius Winningham. 
Asuesoro, May 20, ’61. 
Knowing that you are an ardent personal and political 
friend and that you cannot hear well, and that you are 
concerned on account of the slanders which my ignoble po- 
litical opponents are industriously circulating, not to pro- 
mote the good of the country by breaking me down, but to 
gratify personal malevolence—I desire to say to you that 
I have changed no political opinion I have heretofore main- 


_ tained. 
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I still firmly believe in the wisdom and virtue of Wash- 
ington and the early promoters of our government and that 
no other divided government can ever be built up so good 
as the United one we are pulling down—and hence I abhor 
the Northern Abolitionist and the Southern Secessionist, 
both co-operating with different objects, to break up the 
Union, but the whole nation has become mad. The voice 
of reason is silenced. Furious passion and thirst for 
blood consume the air. Democracy and Abolition, moved 
and instigated by the Devil, are the opposing factions. 
Nobody is allowed to retain and assert his reason. The 
eartridge box is preferred to the ballot box. The very 
women and children are for war. Every body must take 
sides with one or the other of these opposing factions or 
fall a victim to the mob or lose all power to guide the tor- 
rent when its fury shall begin to subside. It is barely pos- 
sible that the leaders may pause before the carnage fairly 
sets in. The best chance to produce such pause and pre- 
vent war, is for us to show a united purpose to enlist— 
besides, if we must fight, none of us can hesitate to fight 
for our wives—our homes—our sections. I have there- 
fore concluded to urge our young men to volunteer. Di- 
vision or hesitation among us will but invite the invasion 
of the black Republicans. My maxim has always been 
to choose among the evils around me and do the best I can. 
I think the annals of the world furnish no instance of so 
groundless a war—but as our nation will have it—if no 
peace can be made—let us fight lke men for our own fire- 


sides. 

I write this for your own personal satisfaction—not for 
the public eye,—not that I desire to conceal my views, but 
because in the present frenzied state of the public mind it 
. will be distorted—misrepresented, and can do no good. 
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To John B. Troy. . 
‘Asneporo, May 21, 1861. 


Abolitionism and Democracy, aided and instigated by 
the Devil, have forced everybody under the one or the 
other of their banners. Democracy is only simulating har- 
mony with Union men. It was never more malignant to- 
wards its old opponents. The reluctance with which 1 
have submitted to subjugation makes me particularly ob- 
noxious to low, mean democrats about home. [Rest of 


letter illegible. | 


To Johnson and Farnsworth. 
AsuEsoro, May 22nd, 1861. 
State of feelingin This State is now a perfect unit as the North seems to 


North Carolina. : 
The desertionby be. Noman desired or worked harder than myself to pre- 


the North of South- 
ern Unionists. —_ serve the Union, but the Abolitionists North and the fire- 
eaters South have gradually forced everybody into the 
ranks of the one or the other. In N. C. the Union senti- 
ment was largely in the ascendant and gaining strength 
until Lincoln prostrated us. Congress having refused to 
pass the force bill, we felt that the President could aban- 
don Sumter and Pickens without any sacrifice of his prin- 
ciples, but in conformity with the Legislative will. He 
induced the whole South so to believe. The assurance of 
Seward to Judge Campbell seems to have been made with 
deliberate duplicity, and we can not doubt that Mr. Lin- 
coln knew his policy would disarm all Union men in the 
Southern States. He did more than all the secessionists 
to break up the Union, but whether he did this, not being 
statesman enough to comprehend the effect of his measures ; 
or whether his purpose was to drive all the slave States 
into rebellion, thinking he could bring against us men 
enough, with the aid of a servile insurrection, to overthrow 
us and abolish Slavery, we are in doubt. If the Union 
be restored, the War must at once cease. Our white popu- 
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lation and our slaves will resist to the death. I infer from 
all I can see that Lincoln’s measures have united the 
North. The have certainly united North Carolina. The 
North must stop her warlike measures and consent to a 
severance of the government—or the God of Battles must 
long gloat over the carnage of alienated brethren. Reason 
has left. Rage controls both sections. 

God save the Country.— 

Goy. Graham, as I presume you know, is universally re- 
spected for every quality which should commend the re- 
gard of good and wise men. He was as strong for the 
Union as Edward Everett till Lincoln’s proclamation. I 
enclose a late speech of his. Have it published in some 
of your leading papers. Let good men North and South 
understand each other. 


Roston, Mass. 


To Joseph Utley. 
AsHEBoro, May 28, ’61. 


I think there is no reliable date on which to base any 
opinion as to the continuance of the war. If Lincoln and 
his cabinet exhibited any marks of statesmanship, I should 
think there would be peace very soon. I think, however, 
that he and his advisers want common sense, and hence 
I can draw no conclusions as to what they will do. There 
seems to be no alternative to the South, only between in- 
dependence and humiliation. I have feelings that we can- 
not be conquered—if Southern Democracy will permit 
the rest of us to co-operate with them on terms less hu- 
miliating than absolute vassalage to them. This is doubt- 
ful. Their unmanly course towards us thus far is only 
less galling than submission to Lincoln. The war, how- 
ever, is so manifestly suicidal that I still hope that the 
good sense of the free States will get into the movement 
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and arrest the war before rage and passion shall have 
ruined the land. J fear the incident at Alexandria will 
add fuel to the flame North and South. 

Randolph, like myself, was slow to come to the con- 
clusion that Abolitionism and Secession were the only 
Commanders in the field—both, as we believed, moved and 
instigated by the Devil. The moment we perceived that 
we had to be the followers of the one or the other we all 
enrolled ourselves as true and liege vassels of Secession. 
We now have at least 350 volunteers in fragments of com- 
panies. I think three or four companies will be made up 
within a few days. 

B. F. Hoover, Doct. Lane, aided by others of like cali- 
ber, have lied so persistently as to make Tom. Waddell, 
Adgt. Genl. Hoke and other such fools believe that I 
was not true to the South and that Randolph concurred 
with me. It sometimes makes my blood boil a little 
when I know that men, having no connection with slaves, 
excepting with one sex, and that connection not that of 
master and slave, endeavoring to make the impression that 
I favor abolitionism. It is the privilege, however, of such 
poor devils and does me no permanent injury. 

We are all well. 


To Samuel H. Walkup.* 
Asuesoro, May 28th, 1861. 


[P. S.]—We have 5 incipient companies of volunteers, 
some nearly full and all filling up rapidly. We have been 
slow to move, but will fight the stronger. 


‘Samuel H. Walkup, of Union county, was State Senator from 
1858 to 1862. He was a lawyer by profession and a Whig in politics. 
He was a General of militia. 
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To Ho B.. Elivott: 
Asueporo, May 30th, 1861. 


* * * * * * * 

We are in the midst of war and revolution. N. C. 
would have stood by the Union but for the conduct of the 
national administration which for folly and simplicity 
exceeds anything in modern history, as N. C. is strictly 
a unit for resistance and everywhere is heard the sound 
of the drum and fife. Shubal is drilling his company— 
Several other companies are nearly formed in this County. 
Whither are we bound?—I feel that we cannot be con- 
quered. 


SPRINGFIELD, Mo. 


To A. G. Foster and W. J. Long." 
AsHEBorO, June 3, 61. 


I have long entertained the opinion that the best inter- 
ests of the State required that the convention resume the 
general legislative power, and that the General Assembly 
ought not again to convene, which I believe I expressed to 
both of you, being, as I think, in the interim of Conven- 
tion a disposition to do so, I take occasion again to say my 
first impression gains strength as I reflect on it. Your 
body was solicited in reference to the monstrous changes 
in the government, and is a far abler body than the Genl. 
Assembly. It is less numerous and therefore more effi- 
cient and less expensive. 

I have yet fully to realize my condition. Abolition and 
Democracy moved and instigated by the Devil, have com- 
pelled me to choose one or the other as my master. Re- 
garding Democracy as far the better master I have 
marched under her banner—am laboring as becomes a 
liege subject. I am attending the gatherings and doing 


1 Members of the Convention of 1861 from Randolph county. 
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my best to get volunteers. We are making good headway. 
The sheriff will tell you all about it. 

Cannot one of you find time to give me the under 
current views in relation to your body 4 


To Captain Robert Gray. 
Asneporo, June 5th, 1861. 
rata I learn from various sources to-day that an impression 
has been made, or has been attempted to be made on you, 
that I (and perhaps my brother and nephew) have been 
trying to induce the company being made up by Capt. 
Thornborgh, Dr. Virden and others to break off an en- 
gagement to join your Company and to join my nephew’s 
Company. I desire to say that if any one has made such 
assertion in reference to me, it is a colorless falsehood. I 
heard yesterday for the first time, that any movement had 
ever been made or thought of by anybody to induce that 
Company or any part of it to join yours. I had been 
informed that Dr. Virden and others, engaged in making 
up that Company, doubted whether they could make up a 
full Company—and that in the event they could not—that 
a portion of them would probably join my nephew’s Com- 
pany—that Dr. Virden would probably join it himself as 
physician, if he could have an assurance of a salary of 
$100 per month. I have been invited on the day of the 
Regimental muster to attend at Crawford’s on last Satur- 
day and promised to so. I went with the bonafide pur- 
pose of aiding them to make up a full Company—and in 
case of a failure to get them to join in Shubal’s and in 
your Company and thus make up two full Companies. 
Dr. Virden, as I had learned, had been treating with my 
nephew on the basis above stated, and I was willing to 
guarantee the salary he demanded and so told him, but 
at that time I had not the slightest suspicion that any ne- 
gotiation had been thought of by you and him or any body 


——— 


CoRRESPONDENCE OF JONATHAN WorTH.’ 


else for you. We were more successful than was sus- 
pected. Another effort is to be made next Wednesday to 
fill up that Company. If it fail I would most gladly aid 
to try to get them to divide and join in as nearly equal 
proportions as possible my nephew’s and your Company. 

Whilst I knew of one or two individuals here base 
enough to try, by any means, to make the impression on 
you that I am trying to build up my nephew’s Company 
to the prejudice of yours, I cannot suppose you would 
allow any such impression to be made on you without 
allowing me to be heard. I am now and have been at all 
times ready to do anything in my power to aid you in 
making up your Company, and such, I know, are the 
feelings of my brother and nephew—and if you come to 
the Jackson old place on Wednesday you will find us co- 
operating with you in the proper spirit to make up both 
Companies. 


LoD GW orth: 
Asueroro, July 13th, 1861. 


Lincoln’s commentary on the omission, in some of our 
declarations of independence of the passages in the old 
declaration, that all men are born free and equal, coupled 
with his whole course, inclines me to the belief that he and 
his party have not desired the South to become satisfied 
with the Union in order to permit them, under pretext of 
enforcing the laws, to make war upon and extinguish 
slavery. He can not be fool enough to expect to restore 
the Union now by military force. He thinks when the 
horrors and burthens of war are fully realized in the 
South that the non-slaveholders will join him to extinguish 
slavery, the cause of the war, as all extremists pretend. 
If these are his views we may all have to take arms. We 
are all united to fight to the death rather than be con- 
quered, but some of us can see little that looks bright even 
beyond victory. 
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To A. G. Foster. 
Asuegoro, July 31, ’61. 


I know not your views in relation to the re-election of 
my nephew as Clk. of the Supr. Court. It seems to me 
it is a matter of public interest beyond the mere duties of 
the office. He has been in office a very short time and 
has proved himself so good an officer as to give complete 
satisfaction both to the Court, the bar and the public.—He 
was the first to raise a Company of volunteers and enter 
the service. It has been urged on the stump by Bulla, 
his only competitor having the slightest chance of success, 
that Shubal ought not to be elected because his competi- 
tors are poor while his father is well off and he is getting 
a salary of $108 as Captain—and that while in service he 
would have to employ a deputy, whereby he would in 
effect appoint the clerk instead of the people. It would 
be impossible that such arguments should carry with them 
any weight, but, there being no one to reply to them, they 
have taken a hold on the minds of many, and I much 
fear Bulla may beat him, if intelligent men are not active 
on the day of the election. As soon as the people under- 
stand what every man of any information knows, that no 
officer in time of war, who is fit to command men, can 
save a dollar of his salary, and that he always spends 
more, if he ean command it—and that Sam. Jackson vol- 
unteered without pay to act as his deputy, and was so ap- 
pointed and has so acted since Shubal left, it at once 
strikes every mind that his non-election would wear the 
appearance of a rebuke on him for becoming a soldier. 
He would necessarily feel that our people, not under arms, 
do not duly appreciate the sacrifices of those who en- 
counter the discomforts of the camp and the hazards of 
the field. It would wear the appearance of showing the 
indifference if not the disapproval of taking up arms, 
when in fact I doubt whether there is in any County more 
unanimous than ours that there is now nothing else to 
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be thought of, but resistance to the death to our Northern 
foes.—It is pretty certain that we have but begun to raise 
troops. We should not discourage others by showing in- 
gratitude to those who have volunteered. 

My object is to suggest, if you concur in that course, 
that some effort be made, on the day of the election, to 
make the voters understand the matter. 

I have heard repeatedly, but cannot credit it, that 
Capt. Gray and perhaps some of his friends had in some 
way got the impression that Shubal and his friends, in 
their zeal to get up Shubal’s Company, had improperly 
thrown difficulties in Capt. G.’s way of getting volunteers. 


I am certain that Shubal and his relatives have not said - 


or done anything of the kind, and that there is not the 
slightest ground for any such impression, and I trust 
none such exists. If he had any suspicion of the sort I 
am sure he would have given us the opportunity to excul- 
pate ourselves. Ever since I made up my mind that war 
was inevitable, I have done my best to get volunteers 
under any leader they might be willing to follow. 


To EH. J. Hale and Sons. 
AsueEporo, Aug. 1st, 1861. 


The whole nation seems now to be heartily bowing its 
neck; in the North to Abolition, and in the South to Dem- 
ocracy and Secession. Each of the leaders seems to me 
to be conducting us to perdition. Being compelled to 
wear one or the other of these yokes, the latter is less 
galling to me‘and the goal seems more distant, and I bow 
my neck and submit to the goad. 

In the present attitude of affairs no man will more wil- 
lingly strengthen the military arm of the South and repel 
our invaders, but when the victory is won and peace re- 
stored, it is evident our late political opponents will regard 
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us as subjugated vassals. They only tolerate us now 
because they need our aid to do the fighting. Events have 
proved Yancey’s political sagacity. With the aid of the 
old villain Lincoln, the Secessionists have “warmed the 
Southern heart and influenced the Southern mind.” I 
regard the revolution as successful and the new govern- 
ment bound together with no [word illegible| of mind. 
But I know how impotent are the efforts of the wisest to 
look into the future, and find consolation in the hope that 
when Wickedness and Folly shall have finished their car- 
nival, that Providence will bring good out of the miseries 
now inpending. 


To B. G. Worth. 
AsHesoro, Sept. 30th, 1861. 

I found no small part of the district candidates for 
Congress and, having no notion of a scramble, I refused 
to allow my name to be used. I could have got a very 
strong vote. 

Two new companies from Randolph are about ready 
to go into camp. 

All well at home. 


To Col. William K. Lane. 
AsHeEporo, Oct. 12th, 1861. 


Request for infor- : . : : 

mation regarding The Sheriff of this County has just been informed by 
the Confederate 5 5 ° 5 
direct tax. my friend I. H. Foust that under instructions from Rich- 


mond you will appoint the Sheriffs or County tax collec- 
tors your subordinates in collecting the Confederate di- 
rect tax, wherever they will accept, and give bond and 
comply with such regulations as may be prescribed. Our 
Sheriff directs me to say to you that he will accept and 
comply with the requirements. I have not seen the regu- 
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lations prescribed by the Secretary of the Treasury under 
the 19th Sec. of the Act. The Sheriff desires me to draw 
up his bond, ete. Will you do me the favor to send me a 
copy of the regulations, or refer me, if they have been 
published, to the paper in which I may find them? 


To H. B. Eliott: 
AsueEroro, Dec. 7th, 1861. 


This State is a unit against the Lincoln Government. Unity in North 
E oh. ‘2 Carolina against 
It is one great military camp. Some 10,000 troops are the North. 
in the field. The old Union men are as determined as the 
original Secessionists. The State is totally alienated from 
the Lincoln Government and will fight to extermination 


before they will reunite with the North. 


To A. G. Foster. 
Asueporo, Dec. 9th, 1861. 

Yours of the 5th inst. is just received. I was much sur- Favoring Conven- 
prised at the result of the election of the Salt Commis- ™ Vesislature. 
sioner. Yours is a more conservative body than the As- 
sembly, or the ultraists are beginning to learn that their 
former opponents may rebel against their masters if they 
continue their course of universal proscription. 

I hope the Convention will make it unnecessary. for the 
Assembly to convene again. I concur in all the sugges- 
tions you make. As a member of the Legislature I am 
satisfied that nathing would be more popular or wiser than 
to have a tax on whiskey. 

* % * * * % * 


I hope you will restore the Winter Term of the Su- 
preme Court and protect the judiciary from the encroach- 
ments of the Legislature. You ought to repeal the Stay 
Law. It disorganizes Civilized society. 
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To Captain Leigh Andrews. 
Asueporo, Dec. 16th, 1861. 


ees Yours of the 14th inst. was recd. Saturday night, in 
reply to mine in relation to the boy Julius, in which you 
say that you have concluded to release the boy as soon 
as you can procure the services of another. Since the 
receipt of your letter I have not seen the father of the boy 
and can not say whether this will be satisfactory to him. 
I have shown by the course I pursued my desire not [to] 
annoy or incommode you. I have not the pleasure of any 
intimate acquaintance with you, but I rank your father 
among my most valued friends. I desire to do anything 
I can to encourage and aid any one volunteering in the 
service of our Country—but particularly for my Country- 
men and the son of my friend—In asking you to release 
the boy I thought I was doing both justice to my client 
and an act of kindness to you. In my opinion the true 
nobility of the soldier consists as much in a strict ob- 
servance of law and the orders of his superior officers as 
in bravery in the field—especially in reference to the weak 
and defenseless; and, presuming that you entertained 
these views, I supposed you would at once release him, 
if satisfied that he was illegally detained, and hence I 
addressed you, hoping you would at once release him and 
put his release on the ground that you would countenance 
no infraction of the law and the orders of the Adjutant 
General. Allow me in the friendliest spirit to ask you 
to consider whether it is right for you to detain him 
“until you can procure another.” 

I hope you will at once release him and put his release 
on the ground that you are satisfied that it is your duty to 
release him in obedience to the orders of the Adjutant 
Genl. or hire him from his father—I will cheerfully con- 
tribute to hire servants to wait on you while in camp here— 
but as a sincere friend to you and your Company I deem 
it wrong to use the compulsory ‘service of anybody. 
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I hope you will receive this in the friendly spirit in 
which it is intended, and not as an impertinent obtrusion 
of unasked for advice. 


To J. M. Worth.* 
AsHEBoro, Dec. 30th, 1861. 

I recd. your letter proposing to make your commission 
a joint one with me. I think there are some of your duties 
in which you will need my aid, and that you cannot afford, 
for your salary, to withdraw your attention entirely from 
your private business; but your income ought not to re- 
duce one-half. I think you will be warranted in paying 
me as an assistant and that you will have to pay others 
considerable salaries to aid you. One or the other of us 
should be here nearly all the time. I will turn out and 
aid you to any extent you may wish,—but I think your 
salary ought not to be divided much if any. If the work 
can be made a complete success, which I think it will, and 
is pushed with vigor there will be no clamor, but it is 
about certain that all your accounts will undergo investi- 
gation and much pains must be taken to have all your ac- 
counts in condition to defy malevolence itself. 

I think there is no man in the State who could aid you 
more efficiently and more satisfactorily than my son David, 
and it strikes me he would go into it at a salary you would 
be well warranted in paying. 

The more I think of it the more I[ am satisfied that your 
work must be dispersed. A great establishment to supply 
the whole State at Morehead would supply the salt 
cheaper than you can make it at several, but it would cer- 
tainly draw the thought of the enemy on it. It would 
bring a destroying fleet on Morehead City.—According 
to my present light I would have an establishment at 
Wilmington—at Swansboro, or some other eligible point 


1 John Milton Worth, a brother of Jonathan Worth. 
it 
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on Currituck Sound, possible on further exploration at 
the points. An immense amount of salt must be ready 
for the fishing season in the spring. If you concur with 
me in the necessity of dispersing the works, you should 
without delay have one or more judicious assistants select 
the sites and make necessary preparations—but nothing 
very efficient can be done until you test your boilers, which 
should be done, no odds at what cost, with the utmost 
expedition. 

You will have to be at home at February Court, I pre- 
sume. I must be here then. If you can’t get things in 
sufficient forwardness to do this Danl. can manage in your 
absence, and for David. After Feb. Court I will aid you 
in every way you may desire. In the undertaking im 
which you are embarked our family reputation for energy 
and success is involved, and I will sustain you to the ut- 
most of my ability. I am firmly impressed with the be- 
hef that David would be a most useful aid to you, if he 
can leave home. I shall not write to him because you 
may not concur in my views. If you want him go to see 
him or get him to come to you. 

Morenrap Crry. 


To Captain Leigh Andrews. 
Asueporo, Jan. 1st, 1862. 


I would like to give to you and to the officers and men 
under your command, before you leave in the Military 
Service of your Country, some demonstration of my appre- 
ciation of your patriotism, and designed to invite you all 
to tea at my house to-morrow evening at 74 o’clock— 
but I have just learned that you purpose to leave to- 
morrow.—lI invite you and your officers and men to dine 
with me to-morrow, if you intend to leave to-morrow. I 
will have the dinner ready at as early an hour as you may 
desire,—but if you be not about to leave to-morrow I would 
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prefer, as I presume it would be most agreeable to you 
and your men, that you all come over and take a parting 
supper with me at 74 Pp. mM. to-morrow.— 


To Nicholas Williams. 
Asuerporo, March Sth, 1862. 

This disloyal county, as the cowardly Secessionists call 
it, stood her draft quietly. Some timorous people here 
pressed the Governor to send up a troop of soldiers to sup- 
press the rebellion, thereby giving color to the imputa- 
tions of “A Traveller’”* and other cowardly sneaks. The 
question was put to each of the seventeen companies com- 
posing this regiment whether they were ready to repress 
any attempt at rebellion or to aid the Sheriff to execute 
civil processes. The vote was unanimous in the affirma- 
tive. 

PANTHER CREEK. 


From Elvira Worth Jackson” to Fannie Long. 
Asneporo, March 15th, 1862. 
My Dear Friend— 

Oh Fannie, the times, the times! Does it not make 
your heart ache to think of our once happy Country so 
involved in War. We will never see such happy days 
again. I do wish the war would stop, but it is no use 
wishing unless we knew it would do good. I fear very 
much that it will not close during Lincoln’s administra- 
tion. I do wish every State in the South had been united 
and then I think the war would have closed sooner. I 
fully believe we can never be conquered—though the 


1 An article in one of the newspapers reflecting upop Randolpb 
county. 
2 Jonathan Worth’s daughter. 
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North has many advantages over us. Some districts ot 
our County were drafted last week, but every one volun- 
teered here except 100. Week before last we had a little 
excitement—a precinct 10 miles from here, in a com- 
munity where there were very few men with any educa- 
tion, they had a kind of prayer meeting where some 50 
men raised a white flag and said they were for peace. 
The Captain of that district, John C. Hill, a rather illit- 
erate man, gave the command for all who were in favor 
of peace to follow in the procession; over 50 persons 
obeyed, and they marched after the white flag, had prayer 
for peace, and then dispersed. The Gov. was written to 
about it. 


From John Pool.* 
CoLeRAINnE, March 24th, 62. 

Allow me to presume on your former kindness to me 
so far as to recommend for some clerkship in the Treas- 
urer’s office my nephew, Mr. Charles C. Pool. He gradu- 
ated at Chapel Hill with the first distinction, and has 
studied law with me.—TI do not hesitate to recommend 
him as a young man of unusually bright talent, sober, in- 
dustrious and attentive to business. I am perfectly cer- 
tain that you will be greatly pleased if he is brought under 
your notice. His health is feeble, but he is anxious to be 
doing something in these times, when all the world around 
him is busy. He is now at E. City, within the enemies’ 
lines, but I can get him to Raleigh on a few days notice. 

This appointment will be a favor to me. I expect to 
be in Raleigh shortly, and am very anxious to see my 
friends there. | 


1 John Pool, of Pasquotank county, was an alumnus of the Univer- 
sity of North Carolina and a prominent lawyer. He was a member of 
the Senate in 1856 and in 1865, of the Convention of 1865, and in 1868 
of the United States Senate. He was elected to the latter body in 
1865, but was not allowed to take his seat. He was the Whig can- 
didate for Governor in 1860, but was defeated by John W. Ellis. 
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To T. C. and B. G. Worth. 
Asunzoro, Apl. 3d, 1862. 


* * * %* * * * 


I shall be forced by benevolence, as well as policy, to 
give small quantities of salt to destitute families around 
me. I have not a bushel. Send me 10 or 12 bu. if you 
can. 

All quite well—Our soldiers have left in good order. 
It has made a great cavity in our population. 


To Allen M. Tomlinson. 
Asuesoro, Apl. 4th, 1862. 


I felt extreme solicitude to relieve such of your Society 
as were drafted, and from Morehead City and Wilmington 
earnestly pressed it upon the Govr. to allow such as would 
labor at the Salt Works or send a substitute as a laborer, 
at a liberal rate of wages, to be excused from military ser- 
vice. He cheerfully assented to it. Brother M., I think, 
further got permission to accept $11 per month, to be 
used in making salt, as a commutation for military ser- 
vice, from those Quakers who might prefer to pay it, in 
lieu of laboring or sending in a laborer. The Salt is being 
made not for the army only, but for the whole people. It 
never occurred to me that you would have any scruples 
about adopting this plan of relief—any more than you 
would have scruples about a surplus of corn, which would 
go to feed the army and the people and thus protract the 
war. I am greatly disappointed and mortified at your de- 
cision. The well-intending efforts of brother Milton and 
myself, instead of relieving you, I have no doubt will re- 
sult greatly to your prejudice. As the lawmaking power 
would not relieve you entirely, we conceived we had fallen 
on a plan which would be gladly and thankfully adopted. 

I understand it is intended to seize and send to the hos- 
pitals as nurses such of the Quakers as decline to comply, 
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and I fear you will lose the sympathy which many of the 
best men in the State have felt for you. 

If we have unconsciously placed you in a worse position 
than you were, I hope you will at least allow us credit 
for the best intentions. ' 

The place where the salt is made is 8 miles from Wil- 
mington and some 20 miles from the forts at New Inlet 
and the mouth of the River. The enemy’s war vessels 
cannot approach near it. There is ample opportunity to 
escape. The sea breezes make it pleasant and healthful. 
The wealthiest citizens of Wilmington have their summer 
residences on the Sound, on account of the pleasantness 
and salubrity of the location. The hardest work is cutting 
and splitting cord wood—$20. per month is allowed each 
laborer who feeds himself and $3. per day to a man with 
a good two-horse team, he feeding himself and_ horses. 
Corn is cheaper in Wilmington than it is here. 

I sincerely hope you will re-consider your decision—at 
least so far as to allow such members to accept the pro- 
posed alternative without censure from his Society. 


To E. Emmons.* 
AsuEsoro, Apl. 5th, 1862. 

By the loss of Currituek Sound and the cutting off of 
Morehead City by the taking of Morehead City, the opera- 
tions of the Salt Commissioner are limited to Wilming- 
ton, also in danger of falling into the hands of the enemy 
and by far the most ineligible of the three locations. Mr. 
Guion, Prest. of the W. C. & R. Rail Road, informs me 
there is a salt spring three miles from Wadesboro, near Mr. 
Simons, who would give any aid in pointing it out. Mr. 
Guion says salt was made there in 1812. By the terms 


' Ebenezer Emmons, State Geologist. 
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of the salt ordimance, the salt comr. is restrained to a 
“place or places on some navigable water.” Upon this in- 
formation I think, if you have not examined the place, it 
is desirable that you do so without delay, as the Conven- 
tion, having your recommendation, would no doubt au- 
thorize the Salt Commissioner to cause the necessary ex- 
periments to be made there or at any other point you may 
recommend. 


LoL. Co &-B..G. Worth. 
AsHEsoro, April 26th, 1862. 

The hotspurs of the South, aided by a silly administra- 
tion at Washington, have at length precipitated the nation 
into universal ruin. The South, with one voice, seem; 
bent on suicide. There is no banner now under which J 
ean cheerfully sacrifice myself. It will take others as 
long as Brownlow to decide whether to join the Southern 
Confederacy or to go to Hell. 

I am going to try to get our whole population, not bound 
to muster, to form a guard to protect home and repel in- 
vasion. As to enrolling as volunteers under our Act of 
Assembly, I shall leave every man to pledge for himself. 

I have a perfect horror of going to the General A., be- 
eause I think I can do no good. 


To A. G. Foster. 
AsHxEBoro, May 1st, 1862. 
We are just in receipt of the Fall of Ft. Macon and New 
Orleans. Accompanying it was the instructions of the 
See. of War carrying out the Conscription Act. The 
gloom thickens to a mind like mine, which has at no time 
been able to see a bright spot in the future, whether our 
arms are successful or unsuccessful. If unsuccessful we 
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shall be in no better condition, I fear, than were the Eng- 
lish after the conquest by William the Norman. If sue- 
cessful, we shall be an impoverished, demoralized and 
waste nation. Democracy and the Devil still have do- 
minion, in any event I can see. . 

If our enemies should fail to overthrow us in arms our 
Legislation would ruin us. With all our men from 18 to 
35 called to camps of instruction at this season, famine is 
inevitable. Not an adequate supply of wheat cannot be 
made and the harvest must be saved. 

T suppose conscription in the field for our men engaged 
at the salt works nor any power reserved to any officer of 
the government to grant them such exception. Without 
such exception we shall perish for salt. The requisite salt 
can in no other way be obtained. If I understand this 
legislation it is an expression by Congress, of the control 
over the militia and negatives the power of your Conven- 
tion to grant any aid to your salt comn. out of the class be- 
tween 18 and 35. If reliable labor be at once supplied by 
militia, or legislative authority, the salt [two words illeg- 
ible] everybody engaged in salt-making, whether at the 
salt works or not, ought to be relieved from military ser- 
vice, in preference to judges, mail-carriers, postmasters. 
By the way, I am asked every day whether the exception 
Act passed by Congress to the conscription bill excepts 
Sheriffs and Clerks of Courts of Equity. It exempts all 
judicial and executive officers, whether of the State or Con- 
federate Government. I suppose Clerks and Sheriffs are 
officers of the judicial department and that they are ex- 
empt. Am I right or not? If you are in any doubt, in- 
quire and let me hear from you soon and much oblige. 

I should say more about salt, but presume Mr. M. will 
see you on the subject. 

I would not have you believe that I am in despair. 
Providence often works out her results by agencies which 
seem to the weak judgment of men by no means suited to 
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effect the end. I hope therefore we yet succeed in driv- 
ing back our invaders and that good many grow out of this 
revolution, but I can’t see how we can conquer or how we 
are to be benefited if we do conquer. 

Will you or Mr. Long run for the Genl. Assembly, or 
will the Convention, owing to a large part of the State 
being in possession of the enemy, dispense with the elec- 
tions and continue to legislate during the war? The 
whole State is now represented. In anew Assembly much 
of it will not be represented. We shall probably never be 
under severer rulers than the Convention, but I will not 
complain if you decide to sit until our invaders are 
driven back or the war closes. If an election is to come 
off and you and Mr. Long or both will not run, do you 
think I ought to run for the Commons? If I run it will 
be only from a sense of duty. If all of us shrink from 
the responsibility and discomforts of legislation I fear 
demagogues will make “confusion worse confounded.” 


To W. J. Long. 
AsuEsoro, May 15th, 1862. 


My mind has been painfully exercised for some time on 
the question whether I ought to be a candidate for the 
Commons. You or I owe it to the civil liberty and conse- 
quently to our own best interests to be a candidate. Un- 
bridled Jacobinism is soon to become disunion if conserva- 
tive men shrink from breasting the storm of popular 
frenzy. If you or I for the sake of temporary repose, and 
looking only to present interest or comfort, give up the 
direction of popular opinion in this county, demagoguism 
will soon triumph in Randolph. Winslow will be a can- 
didate. His course has been satisfactory and he ought to 
be re-elected. Only one of us ought to run. Which of 


us can render most service to the public? I am fairly cer-. 
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tain you can. The opposition to me amounts to malignant 
personal hatred. My friends support me with violent 
zeal. Violent support and opposition I fear will be the 
consequence. All my friends will vote for you and the 
opposition will carry with it nothing of personal malignity 
towards you. I firmly believe it is a duty you owe to the 
public and to your wife and children to be a candidate. 
But for Mr. Foster’s residence, I should feel that both 
you and he ought to be candidates. As it is I think you 
are the man. If you decline peremptorily, I am yet un- 
decided whether I ought to run or not. I do not doubt 
that I can be elected, but I regard it as doubtful whether 
I can do any good against the furious feeling which I be- 
heve will grow out of it. 


I suppose Wilmington will be surrendered, in pursuance _ 


of what now seems the policy of the government, to wit,— 
to make no resistance to the capture of such places as the 
enemy can approach with his ships. 

We shall then be left without salt, and if Richmond fall, 
a deplorable event not unlikely to happen, N. Carolina fur- 
nishes no defensible point at which our retreating army 
can make a stand, nor is it possible that if the conscript 
be soon called out, that the State can make any provision 
to support the inhabitants, much less to supply an army. 
It is quite possible that most of the State will be in the 
occupation of the enemy before the elections, and I be- 
lieve it would have been better that the Convention had 
continued to legislate till the end of the war. It is not 
possible that the next General Assembly can so fully rep- 
resent the State. It is evident that the destructives ex- 
pect a fuller representation in the next Assembly than 
they have in the Convention. 
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To J. J. Jackson. 
May 19th, 1862. 

Whatever may be the issue of the War, Confederate 
money must be nearly useless at the end of the war. No- 
body doubts this, and all who hold any considerable 
amount of it are anxious to invest it in cotton, land, and 
other property. [Portion illegible. ] 

When the war closes and the banks are returning to a 
sound currency, money will be scarce and debtors will be 
crushed. 

I had a good deal of currency a few weeks ago. My 
creditors would neither receive Confederate or any other 
paper currency—and to invest it as safely as I could, (for 
no solvent men would borrow it) I bought of C. P. Men- 
denhall the 600 tract on Cane Creek in your County. 


ts x * * * * % 


You know I have been unable to anticipate any good to 
grow out of this war. The most disastrous issue would be 
“subjugation,” a word I hate because it has been so long a 
eant party expression. If our troops at Richmond do not 
perform better than at Norfolk-—Yorktown, etce., we are 
subjugation. I try to 


in danger of the dread reality 
hope for the best, but can see nothing but ruin. 


Prrrsporo. 


To Gaius Winningham. 
May 23d, 1862. 

In compliance with your request that I would give you 
in writing (because you can’t hear) my views on the ex- 
isting conditions of our national affairs, I sit down to give 
you a very brief, but a very candid, statement. 

First. I believe the Union under the old constitution of 
the United States, honestly administered, was the best gov- 
ernment that could be established, and I have no belief 


174 


Regarding depre- 
ciation of Confed- 
erate money. 


Views on national 
affairs. 


172 


Norru Carortina HisroricaL ComMMISsIoN. 


that either section, when divided, will be so well governed 
as we have been since the adoption of the Constitution of 
the United States. 

Secondly. The Abolitionists were unwilling to carry out 
that Constitution in good faith—and the Secessionists in 
the cotton States were ambitious to rule the Government, 
and each of these parties, with different objects, worked 
together to break up the Union. I have not now, and 
never had any confidence in the virtue or patriotism of 
either party; but these parties, each in its section, got con- 
trol of the Government and without allowing the masses 
of the people, either North or South, on the question. 
War should settle the dispute. The politicians forced the 
whole country to take up arms. Being thus forced into 
war, I had no hesitation on which side I would fight—My 
home, my wife and children, my property, are all here, 
and when forced to fight, I never had hesitation, embracing 
the side of the South, and wishing it.to be victorious. The 
hatred between the two sections has now become so deep- 
seated that the Union cannot be restored at any early 
day, so as to leave the South feeling like free men. As a 
conquered people we would be an unprofitable appendage 
to the North. The two sections ought to separate for the 
present and the war to cease. If time and experience 
should wear out our animosities and teach us that it would 
be best to reunite, at some distant time, let the government 
of Washington be restored. 

War is a game of chance. At present our people are 
very gloomy. The enemy seems to be surrounding us 
and driving us back everywhere. And the dispotie con- 
duct of our government and its disregard of our newly 
adopted constitution in attempting to release our paroled 
prisoners from the obligations of their oath—the adoption 
of martial law in most of our considerable towns—the at- 
tempt to disarm our people—the conscription act, and the 
reckless expenditure of money and destruction of property 
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—and the seizure of the citizen by the military power and 
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removing him to another State to be tried by a court- ' 


martial instead of a criminal court in the State. The at- 
tempt to pass a sedition law to silence complaint—all these 
things sink the heart of the patriot and unnerve the aim 
of a noble soldier. 

My motto is “never despair.” I see nothing flattering 
in the future, but keep a good look out in order to do as 
much of good and avert as much of evil as possible. 


To A. G. Foster. 
AsHEBORO, June 27th, 1862. 

I hag not learned of the particulars in which you had 
got the charter of the Western R. R. amended until I re 
ceived your late letter. JI am both surprised and gratified 
to find you are re-animating our R. R. project under cir- 
cumstances giving some hope of success. I will endeavor 
to give a helping hand, but the loss of my overseer by the 
Conscription compels me to oversee my farming in person, 
and I can not leave home, either to aid the R. R. or to 
eanvass the County without danger of being out of bread 
next year. 

I have not decided to be a Candidate. In making up 
my mind the contingency of a defeat has not been consid- 
ered. Paul Arnold is the only man I have heard of who 
ever voted for me, who declares his unwillingness to vote 
forme now. The fact you mention that “a deperate effort 
will be made to beat me and if possible to concentrate the 
whole army to vote against me” had not come to my knowl- 
edge, nor can I conjecture upon what act of mine this 
effort is to be based. I was aware that some years ago 
Col. Gray had contracted some dissatisfaction towards me 
on account of some supposed effort of mine to get into 
Capt. Worth’s Company men whom Gray had a right to 
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expect to join his Company. If he ever entertained such 
a suspicion it was groundless and injurious tome. I have 
neyer approached him on the subject, however, from the 
previous relations I would not suppose he would allow him- 
self to become prejudiced against me without giving me 
an opportunity to be heard on the matter of complaint, 
and I have heard that his friends had become satisfied 
that I had given him no just cause of complaint. 

I had also heard that certain men belonging to the Kin- 


‘ley [word illegible] after the draft had been frightened or 


forced to enlist in Capt. Gray’s Com., and that Br. Milton 
as Col. of the militia had notified the enrolling officers 
that he would report the manner in which they had been 
enlisted to the Adj. Genl. and that thereupon they were 
turned loose. I was gone to Morehead City when this mat- 
ter occurred and know nothing about it from beginning to 
end. I condemn the Kinley meeting, and if anybody 
by force or threats made any of the silly men engaged in 
that meeting, enlist I condemn them. I am all the time 
for law and order, and have no approving word for the 
mob, even though ‘they be women pulling down whiskey 
stills or patriots forcing traitors to enlist. I understood 
from Esqr. Troy, whose sons are in Capt. Carr’s Co., that 
prejudice existed against me on account of Br. Milton’s act 
procuring the temporary discharge of that man. I had 
no more to do with it than the man in the moon. 

I would like to hear further from you in relation to this 
effort to prejudice the army against me. I know nothing 
about it beyond what I have stated. I supposed my course 
both as a public and private man made me deserve the con- 
fidence of every soldier in the service, and was not aware 
that any prejudice beyond what I have stated existed. 

I am not a candidate, but the Co’s strong desire that I 
should be, expressed by you, Long, Foust and many other 
valued friends, has tended much to overcome my repug- 


nance to continue in the political arena. If gentlemen of 
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character, however, deem the other candidate so much pre- 
ferable to me, as to use such efforts to prejudice the sol- 
diers against me, I deem unity and harmony among us of 
much more importance than my poor services, and will not 
run.—A feeling of defiance to the malice of my enemies is 
restrained by a conviction that all personal considerations 
should be held in subordination to the grand purpose of 
vanquishing our invaders, which can only be done by unity 
and concert among ourselves. 


To T. C. and B. G. Worth. 


ASHEBORO, July 4, 62. 
* * * * * * % 


We are rejoicing over the continued succession of cheer- Good news from 
ing news from Richmond, but intensely solicitous as to its 
finale. If our success should be as complete as the news 
justifies us in hoping for, we look for peace at no distant 


diy. 


To Zebulon B. Vance.’ 
Asneporo, July 18th, 1862. 
My nephew, Shubal G. Worth, lately Captain of Co. I, Application for 


staff position for 


22nd Regiment, resigned recently and is now at home. © ¢ Worth. 


He resigned on account of ill health. He is about going 
to the Warm Springs in Va. and hopes his health will soon 
be restored. He wishes as soon as his health will permit 
to return to the service, but thinks he can not stand the 
Infantry service. He is well educated, intelligent and a 
man of cool, deliberate courage. If you succeed in get- 
ting up your Legion he would like to have a place in your 
staff. He entered the service as Capt. of a Co. of 12 


1 Colonel 26th North Carolina Regiment. 
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month volunteers and served under Col. Pettigrew. Shortly 
before he left this State most of his Company enlisted for 
the war and others joined them, making a full Company 
125. He asks me to refer you to the Field Officers of his 
Regiment for his standing. With Col. Connor, who re- 
cently took command of his regiment, he has little ac- 
quaintance. Col. Gray and Major Cole know him well. 
He led his Company in the battle of the Seven Pines. 
If you can not give him the situation he desires he will be 
obliged to you to suggest any like place in the service 
which you may think he could obtain. 

Our County Candidates have been a week on the can- 
vass. Not a Johnston voter has as yet been heard of in 
this County. If there is one for him in this County he 
is mum. 

The conscription, carried out by excusing the officers, re- 
quiring every one, whatever his desirability, to go to Ra- 
leigh for examination and the peremptory refusal to give 
any temporary respect to any man, is begetting deep indig- 
nation. One young man has been the sole nurse of his 
father, helpless for 18 months with palsy, and others who 
are millers in extensive flour mills have been required by 
Major Mallett to repair to the Camp of Instruction. 


To James M. Worth. 
Asuerporo, July 13th, 1862. 


I am persuaded that at your age and with your rather 
fragile constitution, self preservation and intelligent pa- 
triotism alike forbid your going into the army whether as 
a drill master or otherwise. Such I know to be the opinion 
of all whose wishes it is your duty to respect. I am ready 
to do anything in my power for you which I may think 
consistent with your genuine interests and advancement, 
but considering your age, the number your family has fur- 
nished to the war, the wishes of your parents and all the 
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surrounding circumstances, I have no hesitation in urging 
you to give over all idea of entering the army in any 
capacity whatever. 

I am pressed with innumerable urgent duties and write 
in great haste. 


To Captain O. W. Carr. 
AsHeEBoro, July 19th, 1862. 


I ask the favor of you to make known to the men com- 
posing your company, that I am a Candidate for a seat in 
the House of Commons of the next Genl. Assembly—and 
that I shall be gratified to receive their votes. 

I hear from my friend Jno. B. Troy Esqr that some 
members of your Company have the impression that I 
used some influence to prejudice the making up of your 
Company in getting some of the Kinley men released who 
had enlisted in your Company. It is altogether a mistake 
that I know of, or had any thing whatever to do with that 
matter, or that I discouraged our men from enlisting [in 
that or in] any other Company. I have heard that my 
brother released or endeavored to release some of those 
men upon representations made to him that they were 
forced to enlist, and I suppose I am to blame on the sup- 
position that I advised his course.. I left the County im- 
mediately on the conclusion of the draft for the Eastern 
part of the State where I remained more than two weeks 
and never heard of the enlistment of these men until some 
time after my return home. If my brother erred, it cer- 
tainly sprung from no hostility to you or unwillingness to 
raise troops. At all events I am in no manner answerable 
for his error. 

I know that some men have taken much pains to preju- 
dice our soldiers against me, but I can find no specifica- 
tions. I was an old Union Whig as were nearly all the 
people of this County, but after the North made war on 
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us I know no man who voted more uniformly for every 
measure tending to the comfort of the soldiers or to 
strengthen our defences; and if any man has done more in 
this County to make our people a unit against Lincolnism 
and to arouse our people to arms, I don’t know who he is. 
If any individual soldier from Randolph or elsewhere has 
just cause of complaint against me as a man I am ignorant 
of it. If there be any prejudice against me in your Com- 
pany it must be owing to some mistaken apprehension. 


To Capt. Alex. McAllister. 
Asuesoro, July 19th, 1862. 


Upon the urgent solicitation of our late members to the 
Convention and others representing it as the wish of the 
county generally, I have become a candidate to represent 
this county in the next General Assembly. To my great 
surprise I understand a powerful effort is being made to 
prejudice the soldiers against me, with some prospect of 
success, but I cannot learn the grounds on which they are 
urged to vote against me. I know there is no act of mine 
either as a legislator or as an individual, which ought to 
give displeasure to any manly soldier, or indeed to any sol- 
dier, for I voted for every measure tending to their com- 
fort and giving them the right to elect their officers and 
no soldier in distress has ever called on me for relief to 
whom it has been denied. But as I am ignorant of the 
accusations, I can offer no defense to those who oppose me. 
I was an old Union man but so was almost every soldier 
from Randolph and they all know that since the war be- 
gan, no man has tried harder or done more to prevail on 
our people to present a united front to our ruthless enemy. 
If I should be elected against the vote of a majority of the 
soldiers from Randolph, I should regret having been a 
candidate, since the soldiers of all other men have the 
strongest sympathies of my heart. 
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I presume your regimental officers have seen a copy of 
the ordinance under which you vote, but lest they have 
not, I send a copy of as much of it as you need. 

I beg that you make known to your men that I am a 
candidate, and that I shall feel grateful if they deem me 
worthy of their votes, and that if any report is afloat in- 
tended to prejudice me among soldiers, such report, what- 
ever it may be, is unfounded. 


Ineut. Jesse K. Kyse. 
Asueporo, July 19th, 1862. 

Allow me to ask the favor of you to make known to the 
Randolph men in your Company that I am a Candidate 
for a Seat in the House of Commons of the next Gen] As- 
sembly and that I shall be gratified if they shall deem me 
worthy of their votes. The other gentlemen who are can- 
didates are Dr. Thos. L. Winslow, Marmaduke Robbins, 
Jas. Bulla and Sidney McMasters. 

The election in camp comes off on the 31st of this month. 


To. Ineut. C. L. Russell. 
Asuesono, July 19th, 1862. 


I ask the favor of you to make known to the men com- 
posing your Company, who are citizens of Randolph, that 
I am a Candidate to represent this County. in the next 
Genl Assembly and shall be gratified to receive their votes. 
if they shall deem me worthy of them. Much pains has 
been taken by my old political opponents to make the im- 
pression that I am not altogether loyal to the South and 
by sundry other reports to make me unpopular with the 
soldiers. I opposed this war as long as I could see any 
chance to avert it and desire peace as soon as it can honor- 
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able be made, but when war was made on us, no man has 
exerted his influence more fully than I to induce the people 
of Randolph to present a united front to our foe and if 
there be any act of mine, as a legislator or a man, which 
gives just eause of complaint to a soldier, no enemy of 
mine has ever referred to it. Time will show—my past 
acts show that I am at least.as true a friend to the South 
as those who attempt to defame me. 

Our exultations over the victory which was lately won 
near Richmond and our pride at the part our State bore 
in it and particularly the bravery exhibited by our neigh- 
bors and friends is tempered with distress on account of 
the terrible loss of life, mutilations and distresses of the 
wounded and the anxiety of almost every family at home 
on account of some loved one in the field. 


To Captain L. Odell. 
Asursoro, July 19th, 1862. 


I ask the favor of you to make known to the men under 
your command that I am a Candidate to represent this 


‘County in the next Genl. Assembly in the Commons. I 


have been induced to be a Candidate by the pressing so- 
licitations of our members to the Convention and other of 
my old friends. I am informed that pains have been 
taken to prejudice our soldiers against me, but I cannot 
learn on what grounds. If there be any body who as a 
legislator or an individual has shown himself more the 
friend of the soldier than I have, I know not who he is. I 
fear some personal enemy or political opponent has started 
something to injure me in the camps where I cannot an- 
swer it, but I hope the Randolph soldiers know me too 
well to allow any story to injure me. You all know I was 
a Union man until Lincoln made war on us and that since 
then no man has contributed more to get our people to act 
as a unit against our opponents. 
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We are all proud of the bravery exhibited by our men 
in the late desperate battle near Richmond, but our pride 
is mingled with painful regrets for the casualties and sym- 
pathy for the privations of those who suffer the perils of 
battle. 

We are about all for Col. Vance for Govr. I have not 
yet heard of a man who is for Johnston in this County— 
but I presume a few will vote for him silently. 


To Captain HE. H. Winningham. 
Asneporo, July 20th, 1862. 


My old friends have induced me to be a Candidate for 
a Seat in the Commons of our next Genl Assembly and I 
ask the favor of you to make it known to your Company. 
I am informed that much pains has been taken in some of 
the companies to prejudice the men against me but I can- 
not learn on what ground. I was opposed to the war as 
long as there was the slightest chance of averting it and 
am in favor of peace whenever it can be had on honorable 
terms—When war becamie inevitable, no one has tried har- 
der than I to make our people meet the foe with a united 
front. JI shall be much gratified to receive the vote of 
your company. 

Everybody is proud of the bravery of our Randolph 
men, but we mourn for the killed and their surviving 
friends and for the afflictions of the wounded and sick and 
the privations of the rest of you. 

We can hear of no voter here for Johnston. All who 
speak out are for Vance, for Govr. 

You vote on the 31st July. 
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Your relatives, I think, are all well, excepting your _ 


uncle Newton. He has been unwell for some time. 
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To Ineut. Kearny. 
Asuesoro, July 21st, 1862. 


Defengs ls corre L ask the favor of you to make known to the Company 

si et of which you are commander that I am a Candidate for a 
seat in the House of Commons in the next Genl Assembly 
and that I shall be gratified to receive the votes of any of 
them who may deem me worthy of them. 

I am aware that much pains has been taken to create 
prejudice against me among our troops, but I cannot learn 
the specific grounds and can therefore only defend myself 
by general allegations—They all tend in some way to im- 
pute want of patriotism to me, as I understand. What is 
the evidence? Is it because I was for the Union and op- 
posed to the war while there was any hope of preserving 
the or averting the other? This would equally apply to 
nearly all the citizens of Randolph and to a majority of 
the whole State. It is well known to all the people of 
this County that when war became inevitable no one has 
spent more time or exerted himself more earnestly to 
induce our people to present a united front to our foe. 
No man in this State has voted more steadily since the 
war began, for every measure tending to strengthen our 
defences, and if I have ever omitted by my votes or my 
acts as a citizen to do any thing for our army or for the 
individual soldier, which patriotism and humanity require 
my enemies should specify the act. 

In common with all our people I am proud of the 
bravery our troops have exhibited in the field and shall 
always be ready to do any thing in my power for the sur- 
vivors or the families of those who have fallen in defense 
of their Country and with this profession all my past acts 
accord. 

We are about all for Col. Vance for Govr. I have not 
heard of a man in this County for Johnston. Doubtless 
some will vote for him—but none avow their intention to 
do so. 
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AsHEBORO, July 27 62. 

[P. S.] If Mr. Clarkson Horney will deliver to the 
commanding officer of Co. I. 22nd Reg. before the election 
in the army on Thursday next he will much oblige me. 1 
addressed by mail the Capt. or commanding officer of each 
Company from Randolph in the army a few days ago, ap- 
praising them that I am a Candidate for the Commons. 
Before these letters could have réached them, Capt. Win- 
ingham, as I learn, died, so that my communication would 
not reach the Company. 

In much haste— 


To Major L. D. Andrews. 
AsuxEporo, July 25/62. 

I have been so occupied in various ways and also ig- 
norant of your whereabouts that I have not hitherto in- 
formed you that I am a Candidate for a seat in the Com- 
mons of our next Genl. Assembly. Much pains has been 
taken to prejudice me because I was an original Union 
man, but if I was in fault in this so was a large majority 
of North Carolina. Since war was inevitable I have bv 
every word and vote and act of mine sought to induce our 
people to present a united front to our foe and certainly no 
troops in the world ever exhibited more valor on the field 
of battle than our N. C. troops have done and none have 
become more conspicuous than those from Randolph, 
nearly all of whom were for the Union as long as possible. 
The eandidates for the Commons are Marmaduke Robbins, 
T. L. Winslow, Jas. Bulla, Simeon Mc Masters and myself. 
Tf you shall think me worthy of your continued support 
and confidence, I shall be obliged. 
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To Paul Arnold, Sr. 
Asnezoro, July 25th, 1862. 


I am told by divers persons that you have expressed your 
purpose not to vote for me in the approaching election and 
that some persons in your neighborhood who have hitherto 
been my friends even threatened by violence or disorder to 
prevent my speaking at, your tax-gathering. I went to 
your tax-gathering and no such disorder occurred, and as 
the other portion of the report may be untrue, I feel it 
due to our past intimate friendship to address a few lines 
to you on the subject. 

I have met no man in Randolph since my last return 
from Raleigh as a member who has expressed his approval 
of my career in terms more cordial than yourself. You 
have heard, I believe, my leading addresses to the people 
on the subject of the war, the draft and the meeting headed 
by Capt. Hill, Mr. Kinley and others. I have understood 
that you approved all these addresses, but it is said you 
have taken offence at the conduct of my brother in pro- 
curing the release from enlistment of certain persons said 
to have participated in the meeting aforesaid. If this be 
the cause of offence, it greatly surprises me because I al- 
ways found you a reasonable man, and I ought not to be 
answerable for my brother’s error if he committed one. I 
am told that he wrote you and others in relation to the 
enlistment of these men and that you infer that it was 
written upon my advice and that that letter was offensive 
to you. I do not know whether he wrote you a letter at 
all and of course know nothing of its contents—but I hear 
of certain old political opponents of mine in the Eastern 
part of the County, circulating a report that you had a 
letter from me seeking to release volunteers or in some 
other way seeking to throw obstacles in the way of a vigor- 
ous prosecution of the law. I am sure you did not put 
this report afloat, because I have written no such letter but 
have contributed by word and deed I trust as much as any 
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other citizen of this County who has not taken up arms, to 
induce our people to offer an undivided front to our foe. 
The point I have endeavored above all others to impress on 
our people has been to observe and obey the law. I have 
urged that the common safety of all of us required that 
every man should turn his face against all mobs, whatever 
their object. You have approved—and I trust you still 
approve this sentiment. J gave my brother no advice in 
relation to the matter referred to. The day after the draft 
I left here for Morehead City and did not return home for 
about three weeks. I did not hear or know one word 
about the enlistment of these men or their release for 
weeks after the affair occurred. If, therefore, you have 
censured me on account of that affair, that censure was not 
deserved. After I came home I often heard a report that 
your brother had forced certain men to enlist, by threat, 
ete. J have never said you did so, because I know noth- 
ing about it—but I have said, if you did so, I disapproved 
of it, however patriotic your object—my motto being “ob- 
serve the law.” 

I have written this long letter because a long and inti- 
mate friendship has subsisted between us and I have felt 
mortified and surprised that you should condemn me un- 
heard and because I believe you to be a man of too much 
manliness to impute the explanation to the mere desire to 
get your vote. I would have no man vote for me who may 
think he ean cast his vote so as better to promote the wel- 
fare of the Country. 


To James Newlin. 
Asnesoro, July 27/62. 
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The large number of men at the salt-works who would 
vote for me will probably be unable to attend the election. 
Notwithstanding this I shall be elected if my friends at 
home go to the election. J know of many of your society 
[are] indisposed to go. They would vote for me if they 
would go to the election. Will it not be a most ungrateful 
return for my efforts to protect them from oppression if, 
by their inaction, they allow my enemies to have a triumph 
overme? I beg you to arouse them in a quiet way. For 
my own ease I would rather be out of the Assembly than 
in it—but I am persuaded I could do some good there, and 
therefore desire to be elected. Any Quaker who stays 
from the polls will have no right to complain of oppres- 
sion. 


To the Commanding Officer of Company I in the 22d Reg. 
of N. C. troops. 
Asueporo, July 27th, 1862. 

I addressed a few days ago to Capt. Winingham, by 
mail, a letter informing him that I am Candidate for 
a Seat in the Commons in the next Genl Assembly—and 
requesting him to inform his company with the expression 
of my wish that they would give me their votes unless 
they shall think that among the other candidates they can 
find fitter men. I learned yesterday with deep regret that 
Capt. Winingham died before my letter could have 
reached him. I believe that every member of Co. I knows 
me well and that it would be superfluous for me to urge 
upon them my reasons tending to induce them to vote 
for me. I am sure they will vote as they deem best for 
the interests of their country, and with this I shall be 
satisfied. 

I address this to the commanding officer of Co. I, not 
knowing the name of its commander, and request the favor 
of him to make known its contents to his company. 


[P. S.J]—The other candidates for the Commons are 
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Thos. L. Winslow, Marmaduke Robbins, Jas. Bulla and 
Sidney Mc Masters. 


To Z. B. Vance. 
Asueporo, Sept. 16/62. 

I see in the Fayetteville Observer of the 15th inst. in- 
formation of Capt. Murchison notifying the conscripts of 
Cumberland and Harnett and those of them who have en- 
listed to report themselves to be received into his com- 
pany. I learn that there are many conscripts in this 
county who have not reported themselves, and I am sure 
nearly all of them in this Co. would immediately report 
if allowed to join companies of their section. If such 
permission be given they can be speedily in the ranks. I 
am sure a portion of those who went to the camps of in- 
struction have been reporting that they were not properly 
eared for and not allowed to select their companies. This 
makes it difficult to get up others. I will gladly do any- 
thing I can to get our conscripts to the front and there- 
fore write this communication. I know not whom I ought 
to address. An agent to arrest them has been sent here 
who is exceedingly odious to them and in whom they have 
no confidence. Perhaps I ought to address Major Mallett 
but I am unacquainted with him. If you are not able 
to do anything in the matter let this communication go 
for nothing. If Murchison be authorized to fill up his 
Company with conscripts surely they should have the like 
privileges, as I know Capt. Murchison to be a gentleman 
and a man of intelligence. I do not doubt but he has been 
so authorized. 

This County has furnished some 8 or 9 companies, met 
the draft manfully and would have faced conscription if 
they had not been induced to believe that they would be 
allowed, as far as possible, to select the companies in which 
they were to serve. As it is, I fear some will only be got 
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by force, and this may be better effected by requiring the 
militia officers of each company to arrest their own con- 
scripts, under such penalty for neglect as you may have 
power to impose. One great cause of this refusal of our 
conscripts to enrol themselves in the exemption of their 
officers. 


Tol. H. Foust. 
AsHeEsoro, Sept. 17, 1862. 

I design to send you in a few days two bushels of the 
small select lot of seed wheat. It was down in a small lot 
and the day it was cut the hogs broke the fence and tore 
down most of it. Being too busy at the time to make the 
necessary repairs to the fence I hauled it in, spreading it 
over the barn. You will see it is damaged, so that I fear it 
will not all come up. I will let you have the other 20 bu. 
you want. It is nearly clear of other varieties, but has 
some oats and cheat in it. I have an extra good fan and 
if you will send your bags before you send your wagon for 
the wheat, I will have it run several times through my fan, 
so that it will be very superior seed. As you will have to 
send for the 20 bu. you can at the same time get the two 
bushels. I shall leave home the week after Supr. Court. 
I should like to have the bags before that, so that I can 
give personal attention to it before I leave. 

As men for whom I have the highest respect have it 
in view to run my name for Pub. Treasurer, without any 
move on my part, and as I have self confidence in my ca- 
pacity to discharge the duties as they should be discharged, 
I will accept the appointment if tendered to me. If I am 
appointed it will be an instance where office seeks the man. 
You know me more intimately than any man in the State. 
As to public affairs, there is a more perfect accord between 
your views and mine than any of my acquaintances, and 
you know I have not sought any place of political prefer- 
ment and that my political notions have been controlled 
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only by my convictions of duty to the public. Under 
these circumstances appointment would be a matter of per- 
sonal pride and gratification. JI had not heard of that 
my name had been thought of for the appointment till 
I received a message from you on the subject. I thank 
you for this and the continual proofs of your interest in 
my advancement. 

I can not find the Bulletin. It is an anonymous ar- 
ticle conveying the idea that the company gets nothing 
but “tatoes and cabbage” in this County—that we are 
“Unionists,” and I (by name) the representative of this 
class, and it falsely asserts that I charged them $94. for a 
night’s supplies. I inquired of them especially if their ex- 
penses were paid by the government because, if not, they 
would be charged nothing; but if it was, it would be os- 
tentatious liberality to charge nothing. They applied to 
me in the first instance to supply them. I told them to 
try the hotels and if they could not supply them then I 
would. They returned and said they could get corn and 
hay from Jack Hamlin, but no oats or nothing to feed 
themselves. IJ supplied them with 82 Ibs. of salt ham at 
35—flour at 8 1-2 cts. per lbh—oats at 10 cts. per doz. 1 bu. 
I potatoes at $1.50—and corn (Jack could not supply 
enough) at $1.75 lard at 35 cts., cabbage, salt, ete nothing 
—and $5. for cooking. It took all my hands, male and fe- 
male, almost a day, and I fed several of them, filled their 
haversacks, ete—and charged nothing. My bill was $70. 
When the Capt was about paying me he said he was allowed 
by the Government only $50.00 per day to feed his 80 
men and horses—that he would lose $20 and whatever 
Jack charged him. I handed back the $5. charged for 
trouble and told him he would have had nothing to lose if 
this limitation had been made known to‘me. I don’t know 
what Jack charged but he told me they docked his hive. 
‘The ladies, night and morning, sent them coffee, tomatoes, 
etc. for which there was no charge. I think the Capt. had 
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a fixed purpose to get what he could out of us in this 
County and then to traduce us. 

[P. S.]—I learn that Mr. Burney and the ladies of 
his family enjoy greatly the attack on me. I can take no 
notice of the article through the press without a contest 
with an ignoble blackguard shielded by a military Court. 


To William A. Graham.* 
Sept. 28th, 1862. 

You say many of my friends are speaking of making 
me Public Treasurer. It originated with my friends. I 
had not thought of it. If my friends, without my seeking, 
shall confer the appointment on me I will accept it, having 
some confidence that I could discharge the duties of the 
place properly. 


From M. A. Alston. 
Hiexu Pornt, Oct. 27th, 1862. 

When you collect my note in your hands on a Mr, A. 
Smith please demand specie payment. I would have been 
satisfied with paper currency at the time I needed it, but 
he would not pay and I have thereby been compelled to 
spend two or three hundred dollars more by not getting 
it at the time he promised to pay. 


* William A. Graham, of Orange, was a graduate of the State Uni- 
versity and was a lawyer by profession. He had been a member of 
the House of Commons from 1833 to 1837, State Senator in 1854, and 
at the time of this letter, member of the U. S. Senate 1841-1844, Goy- 
ernor 1845-1849, Secretary of the Navy under Fillmore, Whig candi- 
date for Vice-President in 1856. In 1863 he was elected to the Con- 
federate Senate, and in 1864 became President pro tem. of that body. 
After the war ke was elected to the U. S. Senate, but was not admit- 
ted. He was also elected to the Legislature of 1865, but was not par- 
doned. He died in 1875. 
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To D. G. Worth. 


Asuerporo, Nov. ist, 1862. 
* * % * * x * 


I received your letter from Fayetteville some days ago 
in which you express doubt as to the expediency of over- 
seeing Roxana’s hands and farms, fearing the public 
opinion would condemn it as an unworthy expedient to 
avoid military service. 

If I felt there was anything disagreeable in it I would 
not advise 'it—for though I would rather lose the last piece 
of property and the last dollar I have, than see you enter 
the army, I would advise no disreputable means of avoid- 
ing it. For public disapprobation, unless just, I have 
little regard, but I think intelligent public opinion would 
approve your course, even putting it on the ground that 
exemption was your object. The government of Roxana’s 
negroes and management of her affairs she can commit 
to no other person with propriety and safety. She and 
her children and your wife and children, in the midst 
of a large slave population, can Jook to you alone for 
protection, and you in effect assumed this duty while it 
did not carry corruption with it. You did it while you 
were exempt by a substitute and before the passage of the 
act excepting overseers. I have heard of no one being 
blamed for obtaining exemption by any lawful means who 
had a family to protect and was not an original secessionist 
—hbut I have'said enough. You are capable of viewing the 
matter in all its aspects—and must decide for your own 
conviction of duty and honor—It is Court week here next 
week. Only one week intervenes between Court and the 
Genl. Assembly. In that week I must go to Cane Creek 
and make dispositions for a three months absence. Several 
of my hands must be transferred from here, ete. It will 
be impossible for me to visit you, nor do I think my pres- 
ence would be of any service. I throw out my general 
views about Roxana’s affairs by no means desiring you to 
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be governed by my views. You have had more time and 
opportunity to consider the subject than I have and you 
must decide for yourself—with Roxana’s approval—for I 
want her to understand all her business. 

If you should decide to remain where you are then, I 
think, if you retain Parker, he should ‘be placed at the 
Swamps, which would involve the building of a shanty 
for him. A neat cabin of cypress or other poles would 
do—If you should decide to stay and oversee, you would 
need an assistant—both of you under the exemption act 
could not remain on the same place. 

I devolve on you, at all events, the whole planning and 
management for Roxana, for the present—with the evident 
desertion. 

If you urge it I will go from Raleigh to Averysboro any 
Saturday night—meet you there with a carriage or buggy 
and spend a day or two with you. 

We are all well—Love to all. 


J 


From 8. 8. Jackson. 
Nov. 5th, 1862. 


I send you a copy of a letter of instructions reed by 
Manning a day or two ago. Did not Lindley sell and con- 
vey to Mendenhall the Cane Creek lands prior to the 
30th August, 1861? If so, he will lose them or will be 
bound to pay you back what you paid him and damages, 
for I take it for granted that he warranted your title. 

This negro money due the Alston negroes in Ohio, also, 
will have to be refunded. 

Nothing new, all tolerably well. We have just heard 
on yesterday the truly afflicting news of the death of Doc- 
tor Worth—a martyr in the cause of humanity. 


"ts 
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| Enclosure | 
From Wade Keyes, Acting Attorney Ceneral. 


Confederate States of America, 
Department of Justice. 
Ricumonp, Oct. 22, 1862. 
Circular letter to District Attornies and to Receivers under 
the Sequestration Act. 
The Act of the 30th August, 1861, declares that certain 
property ‘“‘held, owned, possessed, or enjoyed by, or for 


any alien enemy, since the 21st day of May, 1861,” is - 


thereby sequestered, and that it shall be held for the 
full indemnity of a class of persons therein specified. The 
Act vested the property in the Confederate States, and 
declared a trust, and you are instructed to proceed in all 
cases, in which that trust seems to be impaired by subse- 
quent legislation, as if no such legislation had been made. 
The object is to settle judicially the constitutionality of 
such subsequent legislation. 

Instances wherein the trust seems to be impaired by the 
Amendatory Act of the 15th February, 1862, readily oc- 
eur; as the seventh section thereof, which gives the prop- 
erty of certain alien enemies to the next of kin independ- 
ently of any trust, the section is a nulity. If the property 
be not sequestered it remains in the alien enemy; if se- 
questered, the title is in the Confederate States, and the 
Congress cannot make gifts nor grant bounties. 

The 4th Section of the Amendatory Act seems also to 
be violation of the trust, as in contravention of the original 
Act, it exempts from sequestration property transferred by 
an alien enemy to a citizen of the Confederate States, prior 
to the 30th August, 1861; and so of the sixth section of 
the Amendatory Act, if it shall appear that it limits the 
class of persons known as alien enemies at the time the 
first Act was approved. But these are given merely as 
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instances, the better to call the whole subject to your care- 
ful consideration. 


To B. F. Blatr. 
Asueporo, Nov. 10th, 1862. 


I was appointed last week County Salt Comr. in place 
of J. Worth who resigned on account of being a member 
of the Genl Assembly. I inclose the evidence of my ap- 
pointment. He explained to the Court, a majority being 
present, all his plans, which were unanimously approved 
by the Court, among which was the plan to send you to 
Saltville, to pay for the 107 sacks salt at $1.50 per bushel, 
and then to come with it to High Point if you can get it 
there, or to Danville. Jesse Coletrane has started with 
his 4 horse wagon and took 100 three bushel sacks—and 
Eli A. Hanner left here on Friday last with a two horse 
team and took 148 three bushel sacks. It is expected that 
you will start in time to reach Saltville before they get 
there. They are to deliver the sacks to you. I inclose 
check to pay for the 321 bushels. The check is for $481.50. 

You are sent to see that the wagons sent are employed 
according to the arrangement you make. The following 
wagons have started—David Coletrane, Jesse Coletrane, 
Chas. Cox, Marmaduke Swain and Wm. White, with four 
horse teams, and Eli Hanner with two horse team. Others 
speak of going but are not reliable. Immediately on your 
arrival, see whether they will take any two horse teams—if 
so, on what terms—also whether there is a limited time 
within which they must start from here. Try if possible 
to make a further purchase for as large a quantity as you 
can, to be delivered at as early a date as possible before 
Christmas, to be brought by Rail Road. I will supply 
sacks in due time. You are to be paid your expenses and 
the same wages you received for your last trip, and I de- 
sire you to stay long enough to learn all the ropes and 
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make any arrangement for a supply of salt for the county 
(as much as you can get) which you would do were you 
yourself County Salt Comr. ) 

As I do not know how much salt each wagon will bring 
beak, I can’t send money by check to pay for it. See if 
it will not do for each wagoner to pay, for the County, for 
his load of salt, bringing a bill for the same receipted, and 
I will refund the money to him when he gets here with 
the salt. If this will do, request the wagoners to pay. I 
wish you to feel authorized to act in my behalf in every 
contingency which may arise and inclose a power of at- 
torney to this effect. You know, I presume, when the first 
wagons started, to-wit, the Messrs. Coletrane & White, and 
you will start in time to get there as soon as they do. 

Try your best to get leave to send two horse wagons. 
If they will accept them with leave to start three weeks 
hence, we can probably send enough to supply us, but it 
would be almost too late before they could return with 
their load, and will only do as a last resort. If the salt 
can be bought and brought by R. R. so as to get here ear- 
lier, it will be much preferable. 


To Josiah Turner.* 
Nov. 11th, 1862. 


Yours of the 5th inst. reached me by yesterday’s mail. 
I seek no office whatever, but I will not decline to ac- 
cept the Treasurer’s Office if the General Assembly think 
proper to confer it on me. I will not electioneer for it. I 
am influenced to agreeing to serve, if elected, by the same 


1 Josiah Turner, Jr., of Orange, was a State Senator in 1858 and 
1860. He was a peace member of the Confederate Congress. After 
the war he was elected to Congress but was not admitted. He be- 
came the editor of the Sentinel newspaper in 1868. The same year 
he was elected to the Genera] Assembly, but was not seated on ac- 
count of disabilities. He became one of the most prominent figures 
in North Carolina Reconstruction. 


195 


Declares his will- 
ingness to accept 
position of Treas- 
urer. 


196 


Regarding public 
printing. 


Norru Carotrna HisrorrcAL COMMISSION. 


considerations which induce you to desire my election. I 
feel that you and I and a few others deserve well of the 
State, and feel that an endorsement of my course would 
not only gratify me personally, but would be a salutary 
rebuke to the destructives. 


HiLusporo. 


To E. J. Hale and Sons. 
Asneporo, Nov. 12th, 1862. 

Owing to indisposition at the time your answer was re- 
ceived, declining to publish my article in relation to the 
pub. printing, I did not answer. One of the objections 
you state to my plan, to wit, that the Asylum office cannot 
do all the pub. printing, is unanswerable—and your other 
views are entitled-to much consideration. Whilst I have 
no doubt of the correctness of the principle at which L 
was driving, | am by no means certain that the attempt 
now to carry it out might not work injury instead of good, 
and I am glad you decided not to publish my article. If 
you inferred that it sprung from any repugnance on my 
part, to giving the printing to Mr. Holden, it was a wrong 
inference. I would rather give it to him than any other 
editor in the State. Judge Shepherd was not informed 
that I had any intention to write anything for the press 
on the subject. 


From 8. 8S. Jackson, 
Asuesoro, N. C., Nov. 19th, 1862. 
Andrew Bryns requested me to write you in reference 
to his case: he says you know all about it: it is my opinion, 
if he has been an invalid, that no Affidavit that he ean 
make will exempt him, as the Instructions say that the 
“Exemption Act” is prospective. If you have the time, 


you will oblige if you will give me any information on 
the Subject. 


a 
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Mr. Marsh and I have a notion of taking a pork con- 
tract with the State, and if you have the time you will 
oblige if you will make the necessary for us. Mrs. Worth 
and I came by the plantation in Chatham and found all 
well and everything in order. Staid all night and came 
home on Monday night to the great surprise and gratifica- 
tion of all, 

We have seen that Randolph has three officers in the 
Legislature, Page, Hill and Calton, and we feel much com- 
plimented. We are all well here and hope to hear from 
you soon, and all send love. 


From D. G. Worth. 
Mitt Grove, Nov. 20th, 1862. 
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have prevailed on me to remain until Monday morning next 
to see you if you can come down on Saturday. We do not 
know when the stage passes Asheboro going down, but my 
impression is it is sometime between midnight and day. We 
will know to-day however as this letter will be sent there 
to be mailed. You said in one of your letters you would 
come down almost any Saturday if we urged it. We dishke 
to urge you, but we wish to see you so much that we hope 
you will by no means fail to come. We will send to Averys- 
boro at the proper time to meet you which will I suppose 
be sometime Saturday night. I was packed up and ready 
to start this morning but it rains and besides I had decided 
to remain till Monday. I must go then and look after my 
own affairs some. I don’t feel right in letting Greene bear 
the burden alone. Greene writes me that he has sold half of 
our salt works for $3000. He has the new pans at work and 
they perform well. Salt has fallen to $12. in consequence 
of the Gov’s proclamation that salt shall not be exported. 
I think, though not because I am a salt-maker, that this 


salt works. 
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act of our Gov. is a blunder. If the Southern States gain 
their independence they will have to help each other in 
every way they can. This act of the Gov. will shorten 
the production both in causing those who are already 
engaged in the business to relax their efforts and prevent- 
ing others from going into it. At the present rate of pro- 
duction, or rather the prospective rate, the demand in this 
State will soon slacken so that there will be no induce- 
ment for others to go into it. I hope it will work better 
than I think it will. 

Mike cut his knee yesterday very badly so that he will 
_probably not be able to do anything for a long time. He 
is so useful in doing anything and everything that I don’t - 
see how we are to get along while he is confined. I feel 
very uneasy about. his knee, for fear it will be stiffined. 
I don’t see that Roxana will be able to do any better in 
the way of an overseer than by retaining Parker, though 
I should much prefer that she had a better one. I have 
said but little to him about it. He is willing and anxious 
to remain, I think, but wants increased wages. Roxana 
prefers that you should make the bargain with him, as 
I do myself, for I think you could rule him down to rea- 
sonable terms than I could. There will have to be an 
agreement too about how much provisions he should have 
for the year, etc. which I don’t know how to determine. 

We have decided to let the house he now occupies be the 
overseer’s house, as it happens to be in just the location, 
above all others about the place for it. It will have to 
have a piazza added to it with a little room in one end. 
Mike was at work on another house for himself when he 


cut his knee. 

Mantioe ns to We have a good deal of rye and oats sowed and expected 
to get nearly done this week, but for the rain. We have 
all that field at the swamp on the left hand as you go 
in the bars sowed as far down as the middle of where 


they sowed last year and about 20 or 25 acres here. We 
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have six plows running this week. I fear it will rain the 
balance of the week. Charles has gone to Asheboro. There 
were 60 loads of corn on their place. It is all gathered 
at the swamps except the new ground. The Bird place 
is to gather yet. I intended to commence gathering them 
on Monday next but the rain put us back so with the 
Rye I fear we shall not be able to commence it until Tues- 
day or Wednesday. Shall put as many hands as possible 
to clearing as soon as the Rye is put in. The oats have 
come up but Cato sowed them too thick. I was not there 
while he was sowing them, supposing he knew all about 
it, having seen the grain sown on the plantation all his 
life. 

The hogs are all doing pretty well though they don’t 
fatten very fast as they are all so spongy. They grow more 
than they fatten. They are ahead of any in the neighbor- 
hood. 

Corn has advanced to $2.50 and peas to 2.00 to 2.25 at 
Fayetteville. What will it be next June!! 

If you are not able to come on Saturday next write us 
when you can come. The mail comes to Burns Level from 
F. on Wednesdays and from Raleigh on Saturdays, so if 
you reply to this immediately and direct it by Fayetteville 
it will reach here Wednesday. After Wednesday direct 
it simply to Burns Level and it will reach here on Sat- 
urday. I don’t know when the mail via Burns Level 
leaves Raleigh. It is possible it may leave there in time 
for you to reply so as a letter may reach us Saturday. 

All join in much love to you and hope to see you soon. 
If it continues to rain a day or two the C. F. river may 
be up so high as to be dangerous to cross in a canoe. They 
lave no other boat there now. 
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From S. 8. Jackson. 
Asuesoro, N. C., Novr. 21st, 1862. 

I received your letter yesterday with receipt for Pickett 
& Hale—and you said that they would have to make an 
affidavit. I have been looking at the Exemption Act, and 
I don’t find anything about an Affidavit. 

Suppose a man has been a Black Smith for the last 10 
years and is 44 years old but has not been making Smith- 
ing a business and suppose he were to set up a Shop now 
—and work for the public. Would it exempt him? We 
are all well here. 


Nov. 27th, 1862. 
ecw. Oe Rowen ot the undersigned take pleasure in recommending Mr. 
W. O. Fowler for the position of Clerk in one of the 
departments of the State. We have known him for some 
time and have no hesitation in saying that his habits are 
very good and his character for integrity unimpeachable. 
He has been a clerk in a store in the city and at Chapel 
Hill for several years, and we have reason to believe he 
would make a very fair accountant. 
Ro Ae Barer, JES 
E. F. Watson 
P. Ho Wiaesrom ie. 
Gites MEBANE 
S. F. Parmures 
W. N. Parrrerson 
Tuos. Berry 


W, A. Grawam. 


From Wyatt G. Jordan 
Cann Orerx, Cuaruam Co., N. C., Nov. 28/62. 


Regarding planta- : 
On Taattene: I reed yours of 22 Inst. and in reply we are through 


sowing wheat and sowing oats at present I am about start- 


on + 


CoRRESPONDENCE OF JONATHAN Wortn. 


ing Stering and Julius to Ashboro to day with a load of 
sheep. J have been trying to buy pork but find no one 
ready to say what he will sell at I could have engaged 
pork two weeks ago at $20 and think I can some yet. You 
can send salt as soon as you can for if I but it wil be 
coming in soon. Julius and Wesley need a Coat a piece. 
you say you can get me out of the army by going to your 
Daughters the boys here say her overseer will steal and 
they will not stay if he comes up her so you can do as 
its suits you. I had most as soon go to camp as to move 
so far it is so expenctive if you could get some of your 
Daughters negros I think it would suit best to all coserned 
pleas excuse my haste. 


From Daniel Hackney to Gov. Vance. 
Sr. Lawrence, Cuatuam Co., N. C. Nov. the 29th, 1862. 


In the last ten days aided a few days by Mr. Robert 
Dorsett and Lieutenant Lambert I have collected and for- 
warded to Raleigh for the Cos. E. & G. of the 26th Reg. 
20 pairs of yarn gear pants, 30 yarn shirts, 8 cotton do, 
25 yarn drawers 6 cotton do 16 blankets and 3 quilts 50 
pair socks 4 coats 1 overcoat 3 pair shoes 3 hats 11 pair 
gloves 11 neck comforts 4 vests also several boxes of pro- 
visions. We have selected Mr. Robert Dorsett to carry 
them and distribute according to the wishes of the donors. 
The above amount of clothing at the present price of 
clothing in this section of the Country is worth at least 
between seven and eight hundred dollars. I think that 
not at best so large an amount has been carried from this 
Section of county by our Sheriff and others visiting the 
camps in the last summer. I am now making an effort 
in behalf of the 5th Reg. and hope and think I shall be 
able to get a considerable amount. I am sorry that we 
could not have had all our contributions sent at one time 
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but that could not be done. Your patriotic Proclamation 
has reached the heart of the ladies and they are deter- 
mined to use the means which they had designed for the 
comfort of their families for the use of our brave soldiers 
who stand as a wall between them and Yankees no better 
than Brute Butler and they will continue to divide and 
fast as they can make as long as they hear of a suffering 
soldier as to shoes they cannot be had to much extent for 
the want of leather. 


From J. J. Jackson. 
Pirtssoro, 31st Nov. 1862. 

I reed your letter a few days ago and as you were under- 
stood and expected to a candidate, I was highly gratified 
at its contents. JI must confess however I am not free 
from anxiety for fear that the malice of your enemies may 
vet successfully prejudice your election; added to Courts’ 
popularity. Some men came up last Saturday from Ral- 
eigh who were for Courts. They were not members. They 
said that Courts said that if he could put off the election 
for a week or two he would be elected. That Wadde!l and 
Harris from this County and Headen would vote for 
Courts. That Taylor would vote against him unless he 
cleared up some report touching remarks he had made 
about Vance, ete., ete. If you have time please to write 
me a line as long as your finger. All usually well. 


From D. G. Worth. 
Wiitmineton, N. C. Dec. 1st 1862. 
Yours of the 28th is to hand. We called at headquarters 
this morning to get a permit to transport the salt we had 
sold previous to the laying of the embargo, but to our 
surprise they refused to give us a permit, on the grounds 
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that they had had no further instructions from the Gov. 
since his first order directing the Genl in command not to 
allow one bushel of salt to be carried out of the State, 
though it was sold previous to the passage of the resolu- 
tion, except that sold to town, corporations, counties, or 
individuals for actual consumption. They pay no heed 
to the printed proclamation and will not until they get offi- 
cial orders. We have today about 125 bush. to ship under 
previous contract. 

It is strange that the Govr. has not given Genl Whiting 
orders in accordance with his late proclamation. 

We will sell the sack salt brought for you a few days 
ago. We are on tip-toe to hear from the election of T'reas- 
urer. Hoped you would have said something about it in 
your letter. We infer from what we have heard that it 
is a fixed fact that you will be elected. 
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The health of Wilmington is now very good, there are Health in Wil- 


no traces of yellow fever left. No new cases for two weeks 
past. Business is moving rapidly, though it is all con- 
fined to salt. The greatest difficulty in the way now is 
the want of transportation. The Rail Roads can’t near 
do the work. There are at least 3000 bush. made daily, 
and increasing rapidly. This with the vast quantities of 
corn, flour and other articles give the Roads more than 
they can do. 

Genl. Whiting seems to be working with all kis might 
to put this place in a state of security from the enemy. 
He even works his hands on Sunday. He now has 400 
or 500 negroes at work on the fortifications. He lke 
all former commanders here sweep clean while the broom 
is new. We hope his broom will hold out longer than 
his predecessors. 
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From H. C. Lane. 
Asurporo, N. C., Dec. 2nd/62. 


Will you please inform me how to procure a certificate 
to teach a common school. I called upon Mr. 8. 8. Jack- 
son a few days ago to solicit information upon the subject, 
but he could give me none. He thought you had not author- 
ized any one to grant certificates in your name during 
your absence. I told him I would write to you and ask 
you in your answer to authorize him to grant me a certifi. 
cate—that is if you could consistently—an early reply will 
oblige. 


From Riley Hill. 
Dec. 2nd 1862. 


I have bin looking for a letter from you on what we 
have bin talking about, But have not recd. a word, now 
Sir I want you to have my son Samuel W. Hill Detailed 
as Miller. He was our Miller at the time of the Draft 
and had bin for some time. when he was taken under 
the draft we got another, kept him but a short time and 
He was taken as a conscript. So we have bin dragging 
along ever since with no particular Miller and a great 
deal of grinding to do. I have 3 sons in the army and have 
had ever since the draft. I do not think that my Miller 
ought to be discharged. JI see Men almost every day 
detailed, some for one thing and some for another, But 
none in my judgement of as much importance as a public 
Miller. Now sir if you will exert every nerve to get him 
discharged, I will pay you for all the trouble you may 
be at and if you should succeed I will pay you an addi- 
tional fee and if there can be nothing done I want you to 
let me know it as soon as possible. do all you can for me 
and as soon as you ean. 


| Another letter on same sheet] From Jason C. Harris. 
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Mr. J. Worth Dear Sir, I am happy to learn that Ran- 
dolph is not dead but sleepeth. I see that both Door Keep- 
ers were selected from our county and that your self has 
bin elected publi treasurer, if this be so I think we shall 
have a long funeral procession for some will certainly die 
on the account of it. I hope it is so, do have our Capts. 
Districts put Back as they once were and that will give one 
half of the officers to the army and quiet to the people 
do all you can for us, give my respects to Mr. Robbins—. 
write to me soon. 


From 8. L. Norwood, Secretary to Z. B. Vance. 
: Lenorr, Decr. 8rd 1862. 

In response to your most urging and touching appeal 
in behalf of our suffering soldiers the ladies of the Sol- 
diers Aid Society in Caldwell, in conjunction with Capt. 
Faucette’s district, send by Col. Hartley three boxes 
directed to your Excellency containing the following arti- 
cles: 

39 blankets 
103 prs of socks 

40 shirts 
17 prs of pants 

2 “ “ drawers 

3 coats 
.2 prs gloves 

We beg leave to mention that we have heard recently, 
that the supplies sent by this society to companies F. & 
I. (26th N. C. T.) immediately after the Newbern disas- 
ter are still in statu quo at Goldsboro. Should it be thought 
proper we desire that they be used for those companies 
now. 

We are sorry that our contribution is no larger and hope 
soon to be able to send another box. Allow me to say 
that the ladies here feel the deepest interest in your efforts 
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to clothe our soldiers and a sincere wish to aid in every 
way possible in the maintenance of our just cause. 


Gov. Z. B. Vance 
(By order of the Society. ) 


From Nathan Hunt, Jr. 
Near Hieu Point, 4th Decr. 1862. 


we tee dls I hope you will pardon me for intruding on your time 
a few minutes on account of my own business. 

The exigency of the present times induces me to en- 
deavor to get into some business by which I can support 
my small family. 

I am therefore induced to enquire of you if you know 
of any place or situation that a man of my age and 
habits of business could procure that would pay a salary 
sufficient to support a small family content to live in a 
frugal manner—Some of my friends have suggested the 
office of mail agent or postmaster on the railroad if a 
vacancy should occur, which office I think I could fill to 
satisfaction having been conversant with the postoffice bus- 
iness during thirty-five years of my life. 

You know something of my business qualifications and 
if you should know of any clerkship or agency of any 
kind that will not require hard labor that you think I 
could fill to advantage and you will use some endeavors 
to procure such for me I shall ever appreciate it as a 
disinterested act of kindness on your part to your humble 
servant. 

I am past the time of life for manual labor or I should 
not solicit office or situation of any kind. I think IT can 
give satisfactory references or procure satisfactory rec- 
ommendations as to qualification for any place that I 
should desire. 

Your election to the office of treasurer of the State 
seems to give great pleasure to all your friends and ac- 
quaintances here. 
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From Joseph Newlin. 
New Marker, N. C., 12/6/62. 

I feel glad to see the Conservatives getting in power, 
and hope to see honest conservatives fill every office from 
the Governor down to the Section Master on the Rail Road, 
beleving it to be a prelude to peace, by putting good, hon- 
est intelligent men in power, and I may add Christian men, 
which embraces almost my only hope of peace. 

I was gratified at the nomination of thy name for Treas- 
urer and hope ere this thee is elected to that important 
office. 

There is one subject to which J wish to call thy atten- 
tion. Not knowing whether it would be advisable at the 
present time to agitate it, which is the subject, of Friends 
paying the $500—the price of exemption under the Con- 
seript Act, whether it releases them from the ordinance 
requiring the payment of the $100. I have my own views 
in relation to it, but I do not know whether they are correct, 
therefore I wish thy opinion in the matter, if it is the case 
that we should be liable to pay both taxes, I do think that 
those who pay the $500.00 and those who are detailed to 
Salt Works, etc. ought to be exonerated from the requisi- 
tion of the ordinance, and in case they would be liable 
under the ordinance, would it be imprudent to ask the 
legislature to release us from such obligation.—Would be 
pleased to hear from you on the subject, as well as any 
other subject as thee may feel inclined. 


From Maria Francks. 
Ar Homes, 12 mo 7 1862. 
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I feel so anxious to hear what C. P. Mendenhall said or Regarding a aebt. 


done, in regard to the Judge’s decree, that I hope thou 
will excuse me for asking thee to write me a few lines, 
as I have not heard from thee since the 19th of 10—mo. 
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I am pretty certain, they didn’t pay thee the $2000. 
nor compromise or thou would have written. We have 
offered several times and they always refuse to compro- 
mise for $6000. after taking all the interest on what I 
ought to have for four years, or nearly that now. Perhaps 
we had better never offer for $6000. again, but just get 
what we can, and all the law will give us. I don’t know 
how soon we may be in Yankee-dom and I wished to write 
thee once more and ask thee to attend to the case as 
thee has done, even if there is no communication. Thee 
has come very near getting my right, and perhaps may 
succeed yet, after the courts are restored. If thee ever 
does get my right I intend to pay thee amply, and if thee 
has rather have some other Lawyer to assist thee, do as 
the thinks propper. Person and Dortch are no doubt good 
lawyers, and fine men, but some others may be more 
convenient and suit better in this case. I hope thee will 
do what thee thinks right. 

We have made thy proposition known to several who 
have slaves and told them it was a good chance for any 
who wished to send them up country, and gave them thy 
address. 

We are uneasy about what is to become of us, and what 
we have. My husband thinks it would ruin him to break 
up now and move, and perhaps may be ruined to stay. 

It seems to me secession has ruined our country. I 
feel so sorry for all the poor down-trodden soldiers, and 
so much sympathy for Friends, please let me know how 
they fare. I couldn’t go to Y. M. for I want to be at 
home if the Yankees ever come here, they have been to 
Jacksonville fifteen miles below here, took $2000. worth 
of negroes and other things but told them they needn’t 
go if they didn’t want to. it is said, they seemed scared. 
only staid a short time, poor creatures, it was a bad 
trip, on their return, were fired on by our men, and got 
their boat so fast in the sand they couldn’t get it off. 
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They shelled the shore so our soldiers left. That night 
they took what they could, set fire to their boat and left; 
it is said, they took $300. worth of clothes for the soldiers 
deposited at Jacksonville. I don’t suppose they will come 
again unless they take Wilmington, which we hear is 
soon to be attacked. I wish this terrible war was over. How 
good and pure the principles of Friends are; what a pity 
that those professing such should have to go to war, but 
the Hills took my portion from me by fraud, and that after 
I was in possession of it as much as they were. Nathan 
assured me there never would be any compromise, that it 
should be fought out. I hope he may get whipped yet, 
but if he whips me and takes what I had, I hope I may 
be blessed as the man “who was traveling from Jericho 
to Jerusalem.” Accept my husband’s high regards. 

[P. S.J—I felt much sympathy for thy dear aged 
mother, and all the family, when I saw the death of thy 
lamented Brother Clarkson. What an humbling time, 
every way, for all of us. 


From J.A.Worth.* 
Fayertevitin Decr. &th 1862. 

Your letter reached me yesterday. I had sent forward 
the salt some days ago. I suppose it is used by this time 
on your pork. I am glad to say that Lizzie is convales- 
cent and I think will get well. Albert’s general health 
is better but his leg does not improve. There is much 
bone that has to make its way out. The Doctors fear 
that to cut would too much wegken the circulation. 

You know I am tolerably good grit but for some months 
I have been put to more than my trumps, and Fatima has 
stood more hard work and trouble than a mule could. 
I am glad and more than glad to see Secession Loco foco- 
ism and Dibbleism getting used. I do not know how to 
express myself on the matter. I have not time to write 


1 Joseph Addison Worth, a brother of Jonathan Worth. 
14 
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to-day—will be going to Richmond soon and will come by. 
Albert shall write you. 


From Geo. W. Mordecai.' 
Ratzien, N. C., Dec. 9th, 1862. 

We have no present intention of discontinuing our 
agency at Goldsboro; but if Mr. Wiley is willing to ac- 
cept the appointment of Chief Clerk in the Treasury 
Department I would be perfectly willing to give him 
up. I think Mr. Wiley fully competent to discharge the 
duties of the office and can recommend him as a gentle- 
man of high character and rigorous honest integrity. 


From B. G. Worth. 


Wiitmineton, N. C., Dec. 9/62. 

Enclosed find bill for 2 Sacks L. P. Salt of which you 
have been advised. The entry was the last one made by 
our brother. I sent the bonds signed by Bro. Milton and 
myself to Bro. Addison, by private hand and requested 
him to get the other signatures and forward it to you at 
once. Some stir and excitement here to-day a/e of the 
sailing of the fleet from New Bern—I am too busy— 

Yours in reference to Book Keeper is at hand, will 
report to-morrow. All confusion to-day. 


Mr. Jonathan Worth 
Bot. of T. C. & B. G. Worth 


1862 
Oct.24 2 Sacks L. Salt $85. $170.00 
Drayage 75 
Turning into Barrels 2.00 172.75 


1 President of the State Bank. 
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From W. G. Jordan. 


Cane Creek Cuaruam Oo., N..O. Dec. 10/62. 

I received no letter from you last week I will drop you 
a few lines, ete. I sent the wagon to Asheboro some two 
weeks ago and it has not come back yet they were not to 
stay but 3 or 4 days I am the worst outdone I ever was 
in my life Hogs up to their belly in mud and no wagon to 
draw leaves and we are out of wood two weeks ago it has 
been cold and weit and we cannot plow So we kneed the 
wagon to be drawing ete and axes which they were to bring 
from home if you will rite home and tell them to send 
the wagon back I wold be glad for we cannot get along 
well without the wagon and axes in bad weather and we 
kneed the boy here to work for we have more to do by 
half then we all can do and then for them to stay so long 
it makes me mad when I am so anxious to get the work 
along it is enough to make the best of men swear. I can- 
not engage any pork without paying Gold, $8. per houn- 
dred in Gold is all the way I can get it. I engaged 5 
or 6 hounds at $20. before I rote you for myself but can- 
not get any more Confederate money will not pass at all 
here. Men are offering $35. and $40. in Confederate 
money for pork but cannot get it nor cold not for $50. 
Conf. money pleas send salt soon as we ought to kill the 
Hogs soon send it to Graham We will take a load of flour 
and get it but I do not know whether to take Con. money 
I cannot get it off. 

[P. S.]—Since writing the above the wagon has come. 
They was detained sowing wheat ete. 


From J. D. Worth. 


Favyetrevit_e Dec. 10, 1862. 
Your favor of the 8th inst. came to hand this morning. 
I know of no one here suited to discharge the duties 
of Chief Clerk in the Treasury Department. 
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Philip A. Wiley will do I think, he is a good Book- 
keeper, very accurate, writes a very good hand and with 
reasonable dispatch, of unusual habits of industry, quick 
of apprehension, and I think of unassailable integrity. I 
suppose that he is a “Conservative.” Your view of W. 
A. H. is my own. He would not do. This of course is 
confidential. I hope you will succeed in organizing your 
office force satisfactory and find your duties pleasant. 

[P. S.]—I saw Mr. Wiley in town yesterday and think 
that he is yet here. 


From B. G. Worth. 
Wiimineton, N. C. Dec. 11th 62. 

I have carefully canvassed our place in my mind and 
cannot think of any one that I think will suit you as 
a clerk. All are engaged or in the field or incompetent. 
(Shatterton has lost east as to character, drinks, ete. I 
hope the present clerk will act the man and prove him- 
self right in the main. You enter on the duties at short 
notice. Our Journal takes occasion to pay you a compli- 
ment though not intended as such. I should never thought 
of styling you Dictator. 


From Jno. Presnell & Wm. W. Nelson. 


Gather around your country’s flag, 

Men of the South, the hour has come— 
None may falter, none may lag— 

March to the sound of the fife and drum. 


CuEsTERFIELD Co. Va. Dec. 11th 1862. 
We address yo a few lines asking yo for some advice 
in our case as we are twelve months vollin tears in the 
surves of our State and are over thirty-five years of age 
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and our twelve months is out and we are not willing to en- 
list in the survis of the Confederate States. We therefore 
want to now if the are bound to give us a dis Charge as we 
have made application for a dis Charge and have not got it 
and we are willing to surve our Country in a government 
worke for the war if we can get in some government shop 
either in the Confederate States or in the State of North 
Carolian if we are not in titled to a dis Charge from the 
army. We wish you to have us detailed to some govern- 
ment worke in the State if you posable can doo sow for the 
war and for yore trouble of getting us in some government 
worke we will pay etch of us fifty dollars to you if it will 
be satisfaction. We hade some rather get in the Com- 
pany shop on the North Carolina railrode if we cold or 
in the gun shops at Faytsvill as we have experance to 
some extente and practis in all the wood busness carred on 
in the State and if is required we can furnish as good 
a recommendation to our workemanship as is wanted either 
for stocking guns or building coaches for the rail rode 
or almost anything elce that is to bee maid of wood we 
wish you to let us now as soon as posable if thear is any 
chance of geting s dis Charge or not and if you can get us 
detailed some government woke send us the detal as soon 
as posable direct yore letter to Proctor’s Creek, Chester- 
field County, va 2nd North Carolina Carolian battalion. 


From W. H. Lineberry. 
Ranpoupu County N. OC. Dec. 11th 1862. 


I have concluded to drop you a few lines altho I don’t 


on the subject which I am going to write about. 

You know the conscript Exemption law exempts nearly 
all kinds of mecanicks except Hatters. I have been at 
that business for nearly 20 years and it does seem to me 
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that the Hatter is as much needed at home as any other 
mecanick. My Friends all say that my services would 
be worth more to the Confederacy at my work than in 
the army. 

You know that when our volentears left hear they all 
wore caps now as soon as one comes home and can get 
hear he wants a Hat they cuss the caps I Herd one say that 
he had rather go Barefooted than Bare Headed. you know 
that Hatters is very scarce in the South our shop was the 
only one that made Fur Hats before the war in this 
Part of the State I think there was one in the western 
Part of the State and one in the East that made fur 
Hats. 

Now my object in dropping you this letter is to know 
if you and Mr. Robbins cant do something in the Leg- 
islator for the Hatters of N. C. I think if you could it 
would be approved of By the people of Randolph. 

I know I am no better than any Body Els or that Hat- 
ters Has as good a rite to fight as any Body Els. But still 
it does seem to me that they had as much rite to Be Ex- 
emp as the most of the rest that is Exempted it is allmost 
a nuff to make a man go crazy to Be about a Hat shop 
now unless He Had a House full of Hats. 

I have made a Doz good wool Hats for your Boys and 
now I want you to Do something for me if you can and 
I think if the thing was Brot up Before the Legislator 
that some thing might be done for the Hat Makers. 

My Father says He Has been at the Business for 40 
years and that their never has Been anything done to 
incourage the manufacturing of Hats and now we are 
in the Southern Confederacy he Does think the Hater 
ough to be incouraged. The South abounds with the 
Best of fur if we had Hands to work it But we all have 
to be forced in the army the army will Have to go Bare 
Headed and the Boy & old men at Home 

if I have to go in the army our Shop will have to 
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be closed as father is so Deaf that he can’t hunt trimings 
as we have to go allmost all over the Confederacy to get 
trimings 

I suppose you dont know me but Mr. Robbins Does 
and if you want any information concerning me Mr. Rob- 
bins can give it. 

I Believe the Exemption law give the President and 
Secretary of war the power to Exemp any persons that they 
think Has a right to be Exemp that is not named in the 
list of Exemptions and I have thought that if the Legisla- 
tor of N. C. was to pass a resolution in favor of the Hat: 
ters and Call the attention of the President to it it might 
do something for the Hatters of this State. 

[P. S.]—we had your Hat done By Saturdy after 
you left But never Herd a word from you till your Boy 
come after it a few days ago 


From J. M. Worth. 
Wrimineron, V. C. Decr. 16th ’62. 

I have to-day made a short but substantially true report 
of my salt operations to the Governor and requested him 
to hand it to the Committee. My reports are not as they 
should be but need have no fear of a close investigation of 
the matter. It will all come out right. I have furnished 
75 counties with 21,000 bushels at an average of $3.50. If 
it had been sold at $10. it would give $150,000. profit to 
the State. The martial law here is embarrassing me more 
than anything else. Please mention to Mr. Smith. 
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From Allen Skeen. 
Epen, N. C. December the 20/62. 
Request for a I am pleased to find you are elected State Treasurer and 
Gees in particular as you are from Randolph. If you should 
need a Clerk about that Office or could find room for me I 
would take it as a favor not soon to be forgotten if you 
would take one of my sons and try him awhile and see how 
you would like him. I have two here yet one at home and 
one that has left me either of which I think you would like. 
T have one son suffering in the army if alive and if you 
can see any way that either of these can honorably escape I 
would take it as a favor if you would inform me of the 
fact. 
We have hard time here in many respect. 


From S. G. Worth. 


Witmineton, N. C. Decr. 25th 1862. 

Relating to matters ~~ _Knclosed I send to you for collection a draft on Dr. 
Isaac W. Hughes for $330.00 If you ean get a check on 
Wilmington I would prefer that to a check on any other 
place as I can use it more easily. I wish you if you please, 
to call upon Govr. Vance and ask him if he will give me 
a Captaincy in the Quarter Master’s Dept at Raleigh and 
if so when he will make the appointment. He promised 
Colton to give me the place when the State troops were 
organized. 

Pa started home this morning. He has not been home 
since the fever abated until now. Genl. Whiting sent for 
Pa a few days ago—and when I got to the Genl’s. office the 
following dialogue took place—to-wit. 

Genl. W. I understand you have too many men at your 
works, and have also learned that you are on that account 
making the salt cost the State more than any salt that is 
made hereabouts. 
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Pa. If any one has told you that I have too many hands 
and that my salt costs more than that made by private par- 
ties they told you a d— lie. 

They eyed each other for a few moments in silence, when 
the Genl. without another word told his Adj. Genl. to coun- 
termand an order he had made taking away 150 of 
Pa’s men and to appoint a Board to examine and report. 
They will report to-day that he has none too many. Salt is 
selling at 14 to 15 per bu. now. Two vessels ready to un- 
load now with good stony Salt and Iron. Small-Pox is in 
town but to what extent is not known. 

I dislike to ask you to do so many things for me knowing 
that your time is fully occupied but I will try not to trouble 
you again and shall remember very gratefully whatever you 
may do for me. 


From I. H. Foust. 
Reep Creek 80th Decr. 1862. 


When you stayed with me you will remember I was com- 
plaining. It turned out to be an attack of jaundice which 
has pretty much confined me within doors since and now 
am recovering very slowly. I see by the papers you are 
chalking out a good deal of business and am also pleased to 
hear that you will be elected Treasurer of State, a fact I 
foresaw long ago and regret I have not been able to visit 
the City of Oaks to aid as far as I could to accomplish it. 

What is the news? Write me and post me, or are you 
left as the rest of us in Randolph with hopes and fears 
looking quietly but anxiously for some development per- 
haps unexpected to relieve our suspense. 

I take it for granted you will raise troops for State de- 
fence according to the Goy.’s recommendation. Will you 
leave any at home or will that bill make a clean sweep of 
all of us? If so I feel that my concern for the fate of our 
once happy and prosperous country will not trouble me 
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long. I am sure I can’t stand the exposure of camp life. 
Thousands of our bravest and best [that] could with care 
have lived to be useful have fallen and many more will, 
but this is the result of war. It is barbarous in any view. 

Write me when you have leisure. I will be pleased to 
hear from you occasionally. Give my respects to Mr. Rob- 
bins. 

In a trade with John Fogleman a few days ago I got 
a barrel of good corn whiskey. J have it at home and as 
I cannot drink it myself I desire to send you and Rob- 
bins a small quantity if I meet with opportunity you shall 
have it. If I can’t get it to you sooner I will carry it as 
soon as I am able to go to Raleigh. 


From Dr. Jos. D. Hinton. 


Rarzien, N. C. Jany 1st 1863. 


Happening to call at the office of W. W. Holden last 
Friday he handed to me the enclosed paper with his name 
subscribed to it and said Dr. if you will present that paper 
to Judge Badger, Mr. Fowle and Wm. H. Jones, Esq. and 
the Mayor of the City, I am sure they all will sign it, and it 
may be useful to you these hard times. It was very kind 
of him and gracefully done, and I feel thankful to him for 
it. All the gentlemen named, promptly and cheerfully 
placed their names to it, and as Judge Donnell had been 
an old friend of mine and had practised law at the Beau- 
fort bar much of the time that I was Clerk of the Superior 
Court of that place—my native county—(the 20 years 
that I was its Clerk) I called on him with it and he 
promptly added his name to it and expressed the greatest 
pleasure in so doing—and said, his son, the Speaker of the 
House of Commons, would add his, if needed—that he was 
then confined by an attack of Gout, and his physician 
called to see him while I was there—so I did not see him; 
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but if needed I will get his name to it although Judge 
Donnell has resided here but a short time, he has inti- 
mately known me for more than 40 years and being one 
of the wealthiest men in the State his approbation of me 
for the appointment, is important. Judge Badger has per- 
sonally known me for about 50 years and practised law in 
Beaufort Superior Court while I was its Clerk. The other 
gentlemen have only known me here the last 25 years; but 
they know me intimately and well. I could have added 
fifty, perhaps a hundred more to it but W. Holden said I 
had enough. 

And now, my dear sir, allow me to tell you who I am as 
our acquaintance is so slight. 

I am descended from a Revolutionary family that did 
and dared and suffered much for American Independence. 
My Grandfather and father—the latter at 17 years of age 
were volunteer soldiers in that war; and fought in some 
of its bloodiest fields; and for so doing were robbed by the 
British and Tories of all they could move—negroes—stock 
—everything—and finally burnt out of hose and home 
and impoverished. My father married young, to a near 
relation of Ira Gray Blount and of Gen. Thomas Blount 
(the member of Congress) and of Wm. Blount Gov. of 
Tennessee; and died when I was but three years of age. 
and unportioned. I was indebted to a kind step-father for 
my raising and education and start in hfe. I was edu- 
cated for physic, but Judge Henderson appointed me Clerk 
of Beaufort Superior Court before I was 21 years 
of age, and I became a merchant, and for many years con- 
tinued in trade—and then afterwards had a drug store and 
practised medicine in that county—and after I came here 
to reside. At the commencement of the war of 1812 I vol- 
unteered in the army and soon had a Major’s commission 
given me. The day I resigned my Clerkship of the Court 
I was announced in the newspaper of my town as a Can- 
didate for the Senate of N. C.; without my knowledge or 
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consent. I was elected and for several years continued at 
that post, until my private affairs needed my attention at 
home and I resigned it. While a Senator here I married 
a sister of Gov. David Stone’s widow. These ladies were 
from Washington City, and nieces of Gov. William Gray- 
son of Maryland, and grand-daughters of the distinguished 
General Grayson of Va. of the Revolution. I lost’ her, the 
wife of my old age, six years ago. I had but one son, and 
he volunteered in the wretched and ruinous war in which 
we are now engaged; and the printed slip here enclosed 
tells the story—sad story of his fate. I am now an old | 
man in my 75th year—, childless and alone, and the hard 
earning of the first 45 years of my life some $20,000. swept 
away to pay the debts of other parties for whom I was 
security: and have besides that, lost $45,000. that the 
United States justly owe me for the loss, by capture, by a 
French privateer of a Vessel and Cargo during the war be- 
tween the first Bonaparte and England. France paid the 
United States Government for it but the first dollar of it 
has never been paid to me. W. Holden, knowing these 
facts therefore said to me—the Recommendation he handed 
to me, might be useful to me these hard times. And so it 
would, if I could only earn a dollar or two a day; I would 
strive to merit all I get—and believe I could give entire 
satisfaction or would endeavor to do it. 

Perhaps I ought to add:—I have been a professor of 
religion since my 17th year and for more than 40 years, 
an ordained preacher; and gathered and was pastor of the 
Raleigh Christian Church some 20 years, and until infirm- 
ity, and age, compelled me to retire from pulpit labors some 
SIX years ago. 

I make this statement to you a stronger one to let you 
know that I have had the fortune to be regarded as a gen- 
tleman and an honorable man, by people in elevated society. 
But I have never asked office of my native State—altho’ 
in 1831, President Jackson was pleased, without solicita- 
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tion from me, to offer me my choice of the offices of Mar- 
shal of N. C. or City Post Master here. I however declined 
both. 

With the best wishes for your happiness and prosper- 
ity and honor, I am, 


To J. J. Jackson. 
Rarzicu Jan. 5/68. 

I have never been so beset with difficulties. I have had 
my friends at Asheboro trying to get my hay baled and 
forwarded for weeks. They have failed. I have not a 
bundle of fodder or Ib. of hay on hand and it is doubtful 
when I can get any even at $30. per ewt. I have no corn 
and less than 2 bu. of meal and none ou market and so 
occupied that I cannot leave here without neglect of my 
duties. I am just from Whitesville where I went to visit 
Israel’s swamp tract of land—and found David about dis- 
tracted with his difficulties. He needs two servants—a man 
anda woman. Neither could be hired at less than $500. a 
year. I have one of his men Wesley—at my farm who 
has lately taken to wife a woman belonging to Peter Foust 
who lives near there. The woman has fits occasionally, but 
I hear they do not occur often and disable her but for a 
short time when they occur. David wants to hire this 
girl for a year and to have her and Wesley sent to him 
by the coalfield road—eare of J. A. Worth, Fayetteville. 
He will pay down for her in Con. money one, two, or 
three hundred dollars—Foust offers to hire her to me at 
$60. N. C. bank notes he paying Doctor’s bill—or $50. I 
paying them. David will take her on the best terms she 
cap be had at. Mr. Russell can have them sent with their 
plunder to Egypt. They will need a pass. 

If it is possible without extreme inconvenience, I want 
you to go up and try to hire the girl and send them off. 
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Isaac has contracted for the tract of land at $20,000. in- 
cluding a turp. still and other chattel property worth some 
$1000. The still is probably worth $2000. He has till 
the 15th of this month to sell or to declare the trade void.— 
I offered him $24,000. including still. This would give 
him $5000. profit. I made this offer by letter from Wil 
mington after I left him. I think it uncertain whether 
he accept or not. If he accepts I take half and David and 
Green the other half. He has good house and is other- 
wise comfortably fixed at Whitesyille, with his wife and 
negroes. He hires out his negroes—has a very exten- 
sive practise. * * * He sent his affectionate regards 
to all of you—directed me to say to Bettie that he was 
having some otter skins fixed for a present to her. He 
thinks of being up on a visit before long, when I have no 
doubt he will give you a vivid picture of myself on an old 
negro’s back, making a survey of his swamp. The sight 
kept his risibles in action till I left him. 

All well and on the verge of starvation. Nearly every 
man I saw on my trip is openly for re-construction on the 
basis of the Constitution of the U. S., if these terms can 
be obtained. 


From B. G. Worth. 
Fayertrvityz, N. C. Jan. 10/68. 


Send me your proxy to represent you in the meeting 
of the C. F. St. B. Co. to be held here on the 15th inst. 
I will try and get your letter press here. I reed. your 
letter at W. but had not time to hunt one up. The pros- 
pect looks well for a good dividend and we have put on 
a rate that coins the money now. I shall return to Wil- 
mington as soon as the meeting is past. 


I have bought near here but cannot get possession till 
1st April. 
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From 8. 8. Jackson. 
Asuezoro, N. C. January 11th 1863. 
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I wrote you some ten days ago and enclosed a petition Relating to various 


to the Governor with a good many signers to it for M. J. 
Swift of this County, who desired permission to distill 100 
bushels of corn. That he intended to consume the corn 
anyway in fattening his hogs and he thought that the Gov- 
ernor would permit him to distill the above quantity, if he 
would agree to let the State have 4 of the liquor dis- 
tilled at $6. per gallon. I have heard nothing from the 
paper sent and suppose that you have overlooked it. 

I have two other matters that I want to get you to attend 
to for me, that I will make a good deal of money out of 
if they could be accomplished, and I think your position at 
Raleigh will enable you to find out without much trouble. 

1st. The matter of exempting old Fred Garner’s son. 
All these cases are left with the enrolling officer and the 
Commandants of Camps of Instruction. You know his 
ease well enough. 2 substitutes and mail carrier, etc. 

The Commandant of the Camps is in Raleigh every day, 
and I think if you were to write him a line to call and see 
you as you had some business with him that you might 
be able to obtain his release. 

Qnd. Riley Wright has enrolled under the 35 Act, and 
he is a Black Smith and has been one for the past ten 
years, and for the past 5 years he has kept a public shop 
and the country for miles around have been dependent on 
him, and even the women have to carry their work to 
Franklinsville to get it done. 

Riley, Wright, as I understand from his father is now 
one of the Camp Guards at Raleigh in Mallett’s Battalion. 
The people in his country are anxious to get his release and 
will have any sort of petition drawn and sent and when 
you get the interview with the Commandant of the Camp, 
you will oblige by presenting this case also. 


matters. 
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I shall be able to pocket in the neighborhood of $1000. 
if I can get these things accomplished. 

I dislike to trouble you but I hope that it can be done 
without a great deal of trouble. 

Do you want your Pearl Ash sold? What did it cost 
you. 

I shall be glad to hear from you at an early date. 

We are all well. 

Shipp Steed I think, will probably buy your farm wes 
of Asheboro. The only difficulty is that he has not the 
money but I reckon can give a good note. There is uo 
trade, but he wanted to know what you asked and then 
said he would like to own it as it was convenient to him 
but that he didn’t have the money to pay for it. 

Mrs. Worth is sending off things to Chatham, have sent 
one load of pork, ete. 


From J. A. Worth. 
FavyETreEvIL_e, Jany. 23 1863. 

pore cona tons It is now late at night. I have been here at the Store 
since sun rise and am fully used up yet I must write you. 
I begin to feel more and more alarmed about the chances 
for people to live much longer if this war continues. I was 
notified to-day that by an Act of the Legislature all persons 
under 50 years old have to go out on duty once a week. 
I do not see for myself how I am to do so and attend to 
the Boats, and do not know how I am to get clear of the 
duty. Perhaps you can give me light on the subject. I 
am making money fast enough, but with Doctors’ bills and 
an endless and constant call for contributions to soldiers 
and poor people who are almost starving I do not head 
much, and I now look forward to vastly harder times than 
we have yet seen under the present State of affairs, and if 
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more men are called to the field, the thing is certain that 
many must starve, and no man who has by hard work put 
up something to live upon will be able to go to sleep and 
have much hope of finding his morsel in the morning there 
is but little preparation going on for a crop next year and 
but few to prepare for it. Such as could do so speculate 
instead of work in the field. The rush about market house 
is distressing by the time it is light the street is filled 
with persons marketing for the day, for most of them can- 
not buy a week’s supply ahead. Corn is worth 3 to 3 4, 
Rye $4. Cow Peas 3. fodder 2.75 Shucks 2.00 Lard 40 
Bacon 60 Pork small and poor 40c Eggs 50 Butter 1. ete. 
Now how in the name of God are poor people and even 
those who are not poor are not speculating, to make money 
enough to stand these prices, which are advancing each day 
—the season will soon go by when pork Beef potatoes ete. 
will cease to come to market. Then what are people to 
do who have not laid in a supply ahead. I do not think 
the tenth man of our wealthiest citizens has got a month’s 
supply of meat on hand. All are consumers and none 
producers. What are we coming to? I shall do my best 
to grow enough to feed my own family, but fear if I suc- 
ceed I shall not be able to enjoy it even if it be not taken 
from me by the poor and starving. I want to know what 
you think of all such things. I think it the most important 
matter for the consideration of the Legislature, but 
enough. 

Albert improves slowly can ride about in his buggy but 
cannot use his leg. He moves very well on crutches and 
he is still at Mr. Bingham’s school. I received his report 
a few days ago which was as good as I could desire. All 
the rest of the family well. Carrie and her children are 
at my house. All well. I have put down in salt 4000 Ib. 
pork my own make here. It will hurry you to beat it I 
expect. I am building an addition to my house from 
necessity. The Boating is doing just well enough and my 
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commission on furniture and other plunder passing through 
by the refugees is good. My houses are by far more crowded 
than in the best days of the Republic. If I live to get 
through this war I must and will quit business and go to 
the farm. I am not fit for a counting house. The field 
is my place. I hope to get to Raleigh soon. I must go 
to Richmond and collect freight bills, but will not go there 
while there is any prospect of falling into the hands of 
the enemy. I have not been to Wilmington since I went 
after Albert and find that I have less time to spare each 
day of my life. I also find what I have always seen 
that the greater part of the professing Christian world are 
the cussedest set of hypocritical scoundrels this side of old 
Nick. I think the war does good in this respect—it fully 
develops what men are. I shall in a few days get some 
good old Rye whiskey will send you a doz. bottles, that you 
may not forget how it tastes. Do not complain if you find 
it difficult to read and understand my letter. 

Roxana is well and is making her fortune on Shucks 
fodder and Butter. Very little excite[ment] here but all 
feel confident we will have a fight soon at some point in the 
State. The oil mill goes by day and night and is almost 
as good as a mint only that the money wont jingle and I 
fear it will be as plenty as old Continental once was. 


From D. G. Worth. 
Witmrineton, N. C. Jany. 24 1863. 


% % x * * * = 

I have been put to a good deal of trouble this week, but 
paid for it, by the enrolling officer in getting my exemp- 
tion papers properly fixed up. The original paper ex- 
empting me merely stated that my substitute was 17 years 
old. The officer required me to give his exact age. Not 
knowing where he was, nor where his parents lived, I was 
considerably troubled about it, but I at last found out 
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where his father was and wrote him explaining my situa- 
tion and asked him to go before a magistrate and make 
affidavit as to his son’s age and send it to me. He brought 
it to me himself to-day and by it I reed. a paper exempting 
me four months longer than the original did. I am 
exempt now until the 15th of Nov. next. I feel very happy 
over it you may well suppose. I had about determined 
on going to Roxana’s and take charge of her negros but 
I saw that Congress would probably repeal that part of 
the Act exempting owners and agents of 20 negros. I see 
it has now passed the House unanimously. 

Have you given up moving for the present? I under- 
stood a few days ago that you had on acct. of the threatened 
. advance of the enemy. It is the safest plan I think, but 
it looks like there would be but little danger of the enemy’s 
reaching Raleigh. 

We begin to feel pretty safe here from a land attack, 
but I have little confidence in our river defense against 
the Iron Clads. I see in the Journal of today that they 
[have] experienced pilots for our inlets, and that they are 
only awaiting favorable weather to advance both by land 
and sea. The Iron Clads are of light draft and can easily 
enter either inlet with ordinary water. 

We are almost starved out here. Genl. Whiting has for 
some time been in the habit of seizing country produce, 
wagons and carts and employing them in hauling stone, 
ete. and keeping them too as long as he pleased to the great 
indignation of the owners. The consequence is they have 
quit coming to town with produce and we are about to 
starve. The Journal came down on him in a genteel way 
yesterday and to-day he comes out with an order allowing 
them to come and go without molestation. We are about 
to freeze too as well as starve. He has seized all the wood 
flats to be used in obstructing the river; and we can get 
no wood. It is now worth $16. per cord. 

It is getting almost time for us all to leave and stay 
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1 am as much pleased as yourself that you have got 
a House that suits you so well. L wish Ma and the rest 
were with you. We intend making you a visit as soon as 
you get fixed up and rested from the troubles and labors 
of moving. It is a terrible trial and a vast amount of 
trouble and labor and expense to break up branch and root 
and move. I know a good deal about it. 

I will send you a bag of parched pea-nuts next week. 
I am sorry I have neglected it so long. 

We are all well. I would be glad to hear from you 
when you have time to write. 


From J. M. Worth. 
Witmineton, N. C. Jan. 27th, 63. 


I reed. a dispatch yesterday from Gov. Vance that Genl. 
Smith would furnish subsistance for my teams and for me 
to wait to hear from him. Before I recd the dispatch, 
I had after consulting Genl Whiting, ordered such of the 
teams as have to do so at their own expense to go home 
to return: when ordered. After getting the dispatch I 
went to see him again and he told me that if there was 
an attack he should forbid any passing the lines. I could 
not get feed and very reluctantly decided there was no 
way but to let them go. I shall hold the State teams and 
the loose hands and shall be able to feed them and will 
have provision made so that if it is possible to get back L 
can soon do so. It is just impossible to get along where 
the military have control of every thing. IJ have made a 
desperate effort to hold out and would have done so if they 
had left me alone but as soon as they pressed my hands 
every thing gave way and the greatest damage to me is 
the Steam Boat. I was doing well with that. I shall 
write to Gov. Vance the hands will all return at short 
notice. I shall try to get off to Feby. Court. 
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To Z. B. Vance. 
Raxerieu, Apl. 3rd 1863. 

Allow me to present the following cases of extreme hard- 
ship under the Act of Assembly conscripting free negroes 
to work on fortifications. 

Hiram Henley, of Randolph, a Quaker of the best stamp, 
infirm and aged about 70 years, owns a large and pro- 
ductive farm. He had 3 free negro men, his only male 
laborers on the farm—to-wit Alex. Scott and two boys 
named Balfour. All are carried off. Labor cannot be 
hired. He proposed a crop of corn as large as three could 
cultivate—and has a large crop of wheat and oats grow- 
ing. Cannot some of these be allowed him. If all cannot 
be allowed, and any one can be, he asks that he be allowed 
the boy Alex. Scott. 

Mrs. Sarah Hale, a widow aged 70, owns one of the most 
fertile farms of Randolph. For many years a free negro 
named Reuben Phillips has managed her farm. He is in 
all respects a most exemplary negro—has a wife and chil- 
dren—well provided for—and makes the farm productive 
to Mrs. Hale. He is taken.— 

Daniel Allen, is an infirm man—has fits—owns a good 
farm—had but one hand—a free negro named Mose. He 
is taken. 

Nathan Winslow owns an excellent and well managed 
farm. His only hand except himself is a free negro named 
Lewis Phillips, who has a wife and childen. 

Rebecca Long, widow, owns one of the best farms in 
the neighborhood and has no help, as I am credibly in- 
formed, except a free negro named Thomas Potter. He 
is taken. 

The foregoing are all Quakers of the best stamp. 

Rebecca Pearce is a widow—owns a good farm. Her 
only laborer—a free negro named Mose, is taken. 

Felix Walker, who has a good farm, and who is work- 
ing at the State Salt works to avoid military service, 
has several children of tender years. His wife has re- 
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cently become insane and is in the Asylum here. I am 
informed that Lewis Phillips, a free negro and his only 
hand, is taken, 

The foregoing facts are within my personal knowledge, 
or derived from sources in which I have implicit confi- 
dence. 

Looking to the extreme hardship of the cases and the 
urgent necessity that grain be made, I respectfully petition 
in behalf of the parties that these free negroes be allowed 
to return to their employers. 


To Z. B. Vance. 
Rateten Apl. 3, 1863. 


Col. Stead, who was appointed as you will perhaps rec- 
ollect, to command the militia, to arrest the deserters and 
delinquent conscripts of Randolph, Moore, Chatham and 
Montgomery, upon the recommandation of the delegates of 
those counties endorsed by me, executed the commission 
as I learn from various sources with zeal and considerable 
success. He is a very worthy man, without experience 
and of small estate. He divided his men into small squads, 
evidently the proper course, as the deserters were dispersed 
over a large of country sparsely settled and generally only 
a few acting together. The provisioning of his men com- 
pelled him to have a team to carry supplies for each 
squad. He advanced the money to buy provisions, hire 
teams, ete. 

Further he found the seizure of the horses of the men 
lying out a most efficient means of bringing them in. He 
put men on those horses as scouts, who were a very effi- 
cient branch of his command. These horses had to be fed. 
They were all returned to the owners, I believe. 

There was doubtless irregularity in some of his proceed- 
ings, but I am certain he did not mean to be tyrannical or 
oppressive. If his account was adjusted on the most rigid 
rules of military regulations he will sustain a loss of some 
$500. an amount he cannot conveniently lose. 
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I hope every allowable latitude will be granted to him 


Ehieced to siheeas censure for irregularities apuineine 
from ignorance of military duty. 

[P. S.]—I make this appeal at the instance of the Col- 
onel who is a very modest man. He informs me that under 
an order issued by you to the auditor, which he has not 
yet had an opportunity to present to Mr. Phillips, he will 
lose $500.—and he fears he will be subjected to a court 
martial for seizing horses. 


10°4.B:. Vance. 
Rarerieu Apl. 6th. 1863. 


At the commencement of the war my nephew Albert G. 
Worth, son of J. A. Worth of Fayetteville, volunteered with 
his company from Fayetteville—was in the Bethel battle— 
After the disbanding of the Bethel regt., he volunteered 
for the war, joined one of the companies in Genl. Petti- 
grew’s brigade, and in one of the series of battles about 
Richmond (he was first sergeant) all his superior offi- 
cers being wounded or absent) he led the fragment of his 
company into one of the last fights, received a mimie ball 
through his leg below the knee which shattered the front 
bone of his leg, carrying away some two inches of it. 
Nature with the aid of a good surgeon and the nursing of 
a good mother has nearly restored the bone, and he will 
be able shortly to rejoin his Company. He will have to 
join it as a private. He has been brought up in a store 
and assisting his father as the agent of a line of steain 
boats on the Cape Fear. He has always been temperate 
and energetic—of exemplary moral character—and will go 
back to the army with repining. For months it was doubt- 
ful whether he could survive his wound. His mother ap- 
peals to me to find some civil employment for him, which 
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would keep him out of the ranks. He is now capable of 
doing any thing not requiring much walking. He is well 
educated and in all things a gentleman. Can you give 
him any place 4 

fle would fill in the best manner the position made 
vacant by Mr. Wilson’s resignation. If he can preenre 
a recommendation from the chief men of business in Fay- 
etteville will there be a chance for him 4 

He is about 22 years old. 


To Nicholas Williams. 
Rareicu Apl. 8th, 1863. 


Relating to North,  T have not been able to get blanks from the lithographers 

ace, Patel OF for our N. C. notes fundable 1866 nor for the $1. $2. and 
$3. bills. I have reason to expect them in a few days. 
If I can again see Mr. Boyden I will receive your $1400. 
and let you know as soon as I get the notes. I suppose 
either issue will answer your purpose. Our brokers sell 
them now at 10 per cent premium, but having promised 
you you shall have them at par. In future I shall use 
them only to pay demands on the Treasury. 

Mr. Boyden will tell you the fate of the keg of whiskey 
you sent me. The only safe plan is the one I suggested 
to you—to-wit—box it up—direct to me, take receipt of 
the express agent, placing the value very high—lIt wil] then 
reach me, try it again, sending in this way. I cannot be- 
lieve the R. R. will hesitate to pay you the market value 
of the keg stolen. If they do, sue them, at any risk as to 
costs. Send it soon, if you can. 


CORRESPONDENCE OF JONATHAN Wortu. 


Fragment. 
Written between Apl. 16th and 19th, 1868. 


the Confederate debt, that capitalists greatly prefer in- Relating to the 


Confederate 


vestments in State bonds at 30 per cent premium over Con- finances. 


federate stocks at par. The best remedy Congress has 
been able to devise for the depreciating credit of the Gov- 
ernment has been a levy tax and limiting a period within 
which the present currency shall be fundable. These 
measures will tend to sustain the currency, but I fear the 
new issue indispensible to carry on the Government, will 
equal the amount withdrawn by funding and the tax. 

As you ask for my opinion confidentially whether I 
would sell land or negroes for Confederate money or bonds, 
I will give it. I would not unless I could use them te 
pay debts, or purchase other property more desirable. I 
regard real estate as far the best investment that can now 
be made, and in your quarter I think negroes far better 
property than the currency or stocks of the Confederate 
Government. You are not at liberty to communicate this 
opinion to any body—lIt is my duty as Treasurer and my 
wish as citizen to sustain the credit of Confederate cur- 
rency by every means I can honorably use; but as you 
ask my opinion as a friend, I give it candidly, but in strict 
confidence. Read the history of our Continental money 
and of the French assignats, the latter resting for redeimp- 
tion on the confiscated lands of the nobility and clergy, 
estimated at 3 of the real estate of France: Or remem- 
ber that each purchase for the army cost double the pre- 
ceeding one. 

T shall to-morrow communicate to the Govr. my opinion 
that the money which will be paid into the State and 
County Treasuries next Oct., will be uncurrent and worth. 
less, unless the Genl Assembly be called and the ordinance 
of the Convention amended, requiring Sheriffs and other 
revenue officers to receive any Confederate Treas. notes. 
The last Act of Congress makes all the issues prior to 
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Decr. 1/62 unfundable after 1 Aug. 1863. When it ceases 
to be fundable the new issue will be preferred and the 
old issue become uncurrent and nearly worthless. Every 
body will find this out by the time the taxes are being 
collected and they will be paid in the poorest currency 
which the law compels the Sheriff to receive. Va. has 
passed a law making only the new issues receivable for 
taxes. We must have a like law, or our Treasury will be 
filled with unavailable currency. 


From Isaac M. Broyles & Wm. E. Piercy to Z. B. Vance. 
Burnsvitte, N. C. Apl. 19th 18638. 
(Private. ) 


Regarding expen- : : S 
ainarsior eociity We do not wish to trouble you but being somewhat dis- 


ere satisfied ourselves we address these lines to you not know- 
ing any other source to apply to have as we think a wrong 
corrected, our County Court assembled and elected a 
County Commissioner and proceeded to divide or lay a plan 
for the disbursement of the fund due this County and in- 
stead of appropriating it (as we believe) entirely to the 
destitute they divided it among all the soldiers’ wives and 
children under twelve years of age, which gives a great 
deal of the money into families such as the Rays and many 
others that are as you know independent livers, we do not 
wish you to think that the money is not needed for it is 
going to be very hard to get grain this spring, and some 
we fear will suffer unless the money be expended rightly. 

We remain your friends. 


CORRESPONDENCE OF JONATHAN Worth. Zoo 


To H. W. Guton. 


Treasury DrparTMent. 
RaryieH May 5th 1863. 

Three weeks ago by reason of the failure of the Treas- Fae Sieg a, 
urer of the Con. States, on account of want of funds, 
to pay a check for nearly $700,000. in favor of this State, 
my means were reduced so low that I deemed it neces- 
ray to sell State bonds. The Literary board had bonds 
to the amount of about $60,000. of the $15,000,000. Con- 
federate loan. With the assent of the board I sold them 
at a premium of some 80 per cent and agreed to let them 
have our new 6 per cent bonds at a premium of 35 per cent. 
The next day the Con. Treas. paid the draft to this Treas- 
ury. I have managed to get for the fund all but $48,000. 
—without issuing any new bonds. Would you not like to 
supply a part or all of this $48,000. at a premium of 35 
per cent? If so answer immediately. I am trying to 
get them at other points and must not be considered com- 
mitted if I get supplied before I get your answer. 

The State has no occasion now to raise funds by a sale 
of her bonds or otherwise but I fear this happy condition 
may not be of very long continuance. Whenever I need 
funds I may carry out your suggestion in effect. I sug- 
gested to Judge Ruffin, Prest. of the Comm. of the Sinking 
fund some weeks ago, the expediency of their selling the 
new State bonds they held at the current premium and 
investing in others at par.—I have not fully decided on 
the matter—and the board has not had a meeting since 
I made the suggestion. I think I can sell your State bonds 
for you at a better premium than you can sell them—When 
the Treasury is not selling bonds and I think I shall not 
have to sell any, excepting to the sinking fund, for a 
long time, if at all. 

I will apprise you when the blank bonds to be exchanged 
with you shall come to hand. 
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To John M. Worth. 
Raveien May 13th 1863. 


Your letter and draft for $10,000. as Salt Comr. are 
recd and the money will be sent today. 

I am surprised at the draft. I had expected from you 
a return of money to the Treasury, rather than a call for 
more. You say it grows out of the “County agents being 
so slow.” Salt should in no instance be delivered to County 
agents until paid for. This is distinetly provided for in 
the first section of the Salt ordinance. If you have been 
disregarding this provision of the ordinance you should 
at once notify each County Comr. that none will in future 
be delivered but upon payment, as required by the ordi- 
nance, and that none will be delivered to counties in arrears 
until all arrearages are paid. This is the only chance to 
do equal justice to the whole State. It is the only chance 
for you, in the winding up of your commission, to avoid 
just censure. 

Were I in your place I would not resign till all the 
money drawn by you should be re-imbursed to the Treas- 
ury, provided Wilmington shall not be taken by the enemy, 
or at least until you have salt enough on hand to balance 
your accounts. I would have no trouble with the counties, 
because in self protection, I would require them to observe 
the law. 

The Treasury is in condition to meet your drafts to the 
extent of the appropriation, but it is clear to me that your 
commission ought to have been self-sustaining and return. 
ing money into the Treasury before now. 

Other large appropriations, where the purpose of the law 
was that the expenditure should be re-imbursed, are work- 
ing the same way—for instance 14 million appropriated 
last Decr. to buy corn and provisions to be re-sold to the 
counties deficient in subsistence, at prices sufficient to re- 
imburse the expenditure—Not a dollar has been paid back, 
nor has any showing been filed as required by law. 


CoRRESPONDENCE GF JONATHAN WorrtrH. 


I am endeavoring so to manage my important and respon- 
sible position, as to be able to repel, as I have heretofore 
repelled the shafts which malice is always shooting at me.— 
I have introduced important changes into the administra- 
tion of the Treasury which I think are commanding the 
approbation of all fair men, having capacity to under- 
stand them, and feeling confidence in my capacity to per- 
form my duties, am well satisfied with my position. 

I cannot supply the change you desire. I issue all the 
change through the agency of the Banks, and as quick as 
it gets out, it is hoarded—so that it will be impossible to 
supply the demand, without creating an unnecessary State 
debt. You shall have change however—Let me know 
through which of the Wilmington Banks you do your 
business, and I will give the Bank instructions to supply 
you from time to time—but not with so large a sum as 
$1000. at a time. 

We are all well. J am going to leave here next Friday 
on a visit to Roxana’s—Shall probably stay a week. 


From J.M. Worth. 
Witmineton, N. C. May 16th ’63. 


Your letter and the money all at hand. I should have 
been more particular and explained the necessity. I was 
all the time annoyed to death on acct of a short allowance 
of provisions and I was really alarmed about getting it 
—and I sent out agents with directions to buy—and I have 
now at least 20 thousand dollars invested in provisions 
and could not collect fast enough to pay. I can’t refuse 
to lend the Salt when they promise to pay promptly. I am 
to-day in better condition to get along than I ever have 
been before. I have 2000 cords of wood cut and paid for 
and plenty of provisions for the next month. I shall have 
all the wood within four miles and by fall, say October, 
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by that time I hope some thing will turn up. If not the 
works will have to be moved to some other place. I shall 
try to shy out of that job if I can. Salt advanced to $12. 
upon the expiration of the Governor’s blockade. The salt 
makers are not reaping any great harvests at that. My 
business has been mostly with the Bank of Cape Fear 
which put me in the way to get change. 


To: Ftd aceon. 
Rareren May 30th 1863. 


* * % %* * * * 

I have seen the Gov. who thought no orders had issued 
for calling out the militia. To be certain I went to see 
the Adgt. Genl. He is not in the city but his clerk showed 
me the Genl. order, directing the calling out of the militia 
in every county where necessary. The clerk says and 
such is the proper interpretation of the order, that it is 
discretionary with the Colonel. He is only to call out 
such part of his regt. as he may deem necessary. I pre- 
sume it is now unnecessary and I feel confident that the 
Col. would be warranted in not calling them out, until 
the crop is laid by, unless there is some urgent and mani- 
fest necessity. I am sure the Govr. and Adgt. Genl. will 
highly approve this course. 

I learn from Colonel Mallett to-day in reply to my 
letter written a month ago, that he is ordered to draw 
the $500. for Stead from the Quarter master Genl. at 
Richmond—but he says he doesn’t know how to get the 
money. I will keep trying.— 

N. ©. Bank notes ean generally be got from the Brokers 
here at about 60 to 65 per cent premium. 


CoRRESPONDENCE OF JONATHAN Worru. 


To John M. Worth. 


Raveieu May 30th 1863. 

I heard Col. Mallett* urging upon the Gov. to-day to 
have you furnish a list of Conscripts in your service. The 
Goy. told him he had received a recent letter from you 
in which you said you would very shortly furnish said 
list. I understood the Gov. to say you were expected to 
certify that the names on the list to be furnished, were 
necessary hands in conducting your operations and to ver- 
ify it by affidavit. 

Col. Mallett said he had been informed you had 
some 100 hands from Randolph and that he had a letter 
from you in which you said you had but 8.—The Govr. 
said that must have been while Yellow Fever was raging. 

The Govr. is favorably disposed towards you—and I 
think Mallett would take all your hands, if he could— 
though he professed to want your certificate only to know 
who were rightfully exempt. 


To Dr. E. B. Haywood.’ 


Raurian May 30th 1863. 

Dr. R. M. Gatlin of Montgomery County, passed some 
weeks ago on his way as a conscript to the army of Va. He 
told me when he left here that you had given him some 
ground to hope that you would have him detailed for serv- 
ice in your Hospital. He requested me to say to you what 
I know of him and I addressed a letter to you on the 
subject. He writes me from his camp imploring me to 
petition you on the subject. 


1 Col. Peter Mallett who had charge of conscription in the State, 
and was in command at Camp Holmes. 


2 Edmund Burke Haywood, a noted physician of Raleigh, at this 
time Confederate Medical Director for the Department of North Car- 
olina. 
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I have known him from boyhood. He is entirely self 
educated, his father having been a very poor man. By 
alternating in going to school and teaching he acquired a 
good education—studied medicine and took one course 
of lectures, married and commenced practise some four 
years ago. He has two children and is poor. He is in- 
dustrious and in moral character has always been exem- 
plary. He is not of a martial character and is miserable 
in Camp. I have no doubt he would be a valuable man 
ina Hospital. He belongs to the 16th Regt. 

If you can get him detailed for your Hospital I shall 
be greatly obliged. 


From 8. G. Worth. 
Witmineton, N. C. June 11th 1863. 


I write you to-day to ask you to see Govr. Vance, and 
ask him for a position in the State Troops soon to be 
formed. 

I should be satisfied with a company office if I could 
think myself strong enough to endure the fatigue of 
marching but I shall never again be able to do this, and I 
therefore wish you to ask him for the appointment of 
Major of Infantry. If he requires it, I can get a recom- 
mendation from Gen. Pettigrew, and can pass the requis- 
ite examination. I ask for this position for two reasons— 
first because I am unable as you know to march, on ac- 
count of disease contracted during sixteen months service. 
Secondly I wish to get a position where I will be in active 
service and [I] cannot go into active service unless I have 
the advantage of being mounted. If the Gov. will give 
me the appointment I can furnish the recommendation 
and pass the examination without any trouble. I applied 
to Genl. Pettigrew for a staff office before I learned that 
my exemption was illegal. So that I am not patriotic be- 
cause I am subject to conscription—but wish to go into 
service from a sense of duty. 


CoRRESPONDENCE oF JoNATHAN Worvu. 


If you will do what you can for me I will thank you. 
Pa says he has written you already on the subject. I 
would apply to Govr. Vance in person but you know him 
well, and I think your recommendation would be of ser- 
vice tome. I regret that I have to trouble you so often— 
but will reciprocate the favor most cheerfully if I can 
ever do so. Write to Pa at Asheboro and to me at this 
place in reference to the matter. 

Remember me very kindly to all the family. Please 
answer at your earliest convenience, and if it should be 
necessary for me to go to Raleigh—telegraph me care of 


J. M. W. and I will come. 


From D. EB. Mendenhall. 


JamEstown—11th 6th mo. 1868. 

Since I wrote O. C. Gordon has been twice arrested and 
twice discharged. 

I suppose his exemption is now secure. Lt. Anderson 
stays at Greensboro and expressed his regret that the Mili- 
tia officers had arrested Gordon the second time. 

Gordon will pay for thy services. He is a worthy 
young man. Send me the bill and I will present it to 
him. I find among my papers a memo. of a note on Saml. 
Christian in thy hands. Has it been paid? If not where 
will I find it? : 

P. Ridenhour of Rowan is my agent and says he can 
collect it. 

We are as usual—some sick, some well. 


[P. S.]—When the girls come up the country send them 
to see me. 


16 
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From Nere Cox, Seth Cox, Eli Macon. 
6 month 17th 1863. 


There is three in Camp Holmes members of the society 
of Friends and we want thee to come over immediately on 
receiving these lines in order to pay our exemption tax and 
let us go home if thee cannot furnish us with the money 
we want thee to come and see us any how. 

respectfully thy friends 


To Thomas Webbs 


Rareieu June 18/63. 

Something over a year ago I ordered from Mr. Nick 
Williams a bbl. of whiskey for my own use for and during 
the year to be sent to High Point. I was notified that 
it was sent and sent him my check to pay for it. On ap- 
plication at High Pt. depot a few days afterwards I was 
informed by Mr. Sullivan that the barrel had unaccount- 
ably sprung a leak and every drop had leaked out. From 
the facts as given me I could not perceive that any body 
was liable to me, but wrote Mr. Williams that I had lost 
my whiskey. 

He resolved that I should not lose all and be dry for 
the remainder of the war, and started to me on your Road 
about the 1 Apl. last, a half bbl. of whiskey in care of 
Spencer Boyden, of Huntersville Yadkin County. On 
Mr. Boyden’s arrival here he told me the cars were de- 
tained at Durham Station a few hours—and that during 
the detention some person, to him unknown entered the 
ear in which were several barrels of whiskey he was bring- 
ing down, as well as the keg Mr. Williams had sent me, 
and stole the keg. J think it was in the night, but am 
not certain as to this. He entertained no doubt that it 


1 The President of the North Carolina Railroad. 
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was stolen by some of the R. R. hands. He said he was 
informed by some of the authorities on the Road that the 
Co. had some regulation by which they claimed not to be 
liable for liquor lost on the Road. It seems strange to 
me, if you carry liquor at all, that you should not hold 
yourselves lable for negligence.— 

This is a matter which touched my sensibilities very 
strongly. Is it true that you carry liquor, with notice to 
holders that you will not be liable for your own negligence / 
Mr. Boyden said the car had no lock on it. 


To H. J. Hale and Sons. 
Rareieu July 6/63. 


I have learned from several mutual friends that you 
disapproved the circular I addressed to the Sheriffs, and I 
presume you disapproved in common with every public 
man whose opinions were committed me, the expediency of 
calling the council. More mature reflection has now 
brought every body here to the conclusion that the call of 
the Assembly was necessary. The Govr. and Council were 
unanimous on it. 

You concur most heartily in the views expressed by the 
Govr. on the currency question, and dissent from me of 
my recommendations, which I made with diffidence, and 
so do not refer to another which I make emphatically with- 
out any expression of diffidence. If the Assembly had 
been called in due season, the former would not have been 
made. 

I submit whether the Govr’s. message, apart from the 
complimentary reference to the recommendations of my 
communication would not amount to this; that he con- 
curs with the Council in the expediency of calling the 
Genl. A., exclusively to consider this question, with a 
recommendation that when assembled nothing should be 


done. 
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Owing to the Gov.’s unexpected detention at Wilming- 
ton we had no conference till the morning the Assembly 
met,—and waiting for this conference my communication 
was not prepared till the day before the Assembly met. 
On examining it on Tuesday morning, I understood the 
Govr. as decidedly approving the recommendation which 
I emphatically pressed, and he expressed no dissent to 
that one which I made with diffidence and he reformed 
the message he had prepared, commending my recommen- 
dations to the consideration of the A. 

My chief recommendation, made in my communication 
for the first time it had ever been suggested by any body, 
so far as I know or had heard, was unanimously adopted, 
and this measure, if the Assembly had been convened a 
little earlier, would have been a complete remedy. 

The Register refers to the action of the Legislature as 
a rebuke to me. I regard it as an endorsement—and do 
not now hear of a man, excepting the two vile hounds of 
this city, who does not concede the expediency of calling 
the Assembly in order to the adoption of my chief rec- 
ommendation. 

I call your attention to these views, thinking that in the 
consideration of more important matters they may have 
escaped you. 

I would not have you understand that I find any dis- 
satisfaction at your expression of dissent from my minor 
recommendation, even if the minor one should meet your 
disapproval. The just pride I have often had occasion to 
feel in the approval of your Journal has sprung from a 
confidence which I and the public generally have in your 
impartial independence. 

I have been in this, as in many other of my official duties, 
most painfully embarrassed—and whether I have erred 
or not I am satisfied with my course, being the best course 
according to my judgment.— 


[P. S.]—The relations between the Govr. and myself 
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are perfectly cordial and if we could have had a confer- 
ence, I think there would have been no apparent discrep- 
ancy in our views. 


FAYETTEVILLE. 


To Josiah Turner. 


Rarziex, July 18th, 1863. 

Those who were in the beginning most ultra in their 
opposition to the party justly denominated Destructives, 
are now the most popular all over the State, and as you 
were their most determined opponent, I am persuaded you 
would now get a larger vote than any other man in the 
district for a seat in Congress. If you will consent to be 
a candidate I will do what J can for you among my friends. 


Hitisgporo. 


To Jesse G. Henshaw. 
Ratzricu, July 23d, 1868. 


Holden’s bold position in favor of peace is hailed with 
joy by many, while his political opponents vociferously 
demand the suppresson of his paper. 

His position exposes him to great danger in these law- 
less times. If we are ever to have peace somebody must 
breast the storm of Secession hate, and the people must 
sustain the leader who exposes himself to personal peril. 

The Standard has a much larger circulation and wields 
more influence than any other paper in the State. As 
money is no object now, can’t you send in 200 new sub- 
scribers from Randolph. Every one desiring peace can 
contribute something to this end by encouraging and sus- 
taining the only paper which dares advocate it on a plan 
offering any hope of success. 

T still abhor, as I always did, this accursed war, and the 
wicked men, North and South, who inaugurated it. The 
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whole country, at the North and the South, is a great mili- 
tary despotism—Let us not despair, however, of restoring 
civil liberty and making our country a fit place in which 
to leave our children. 


Nuw SALEM. 


To John M. Worth. 
Rareieu, July 25th 1863. 


Yr. letter to Govr. Vance concerning your resignation, 
came to hand this morning. The Govr. was surrounded 
with military officers making arrangements for the inter- 
ment of Genl. Pettigrew, which took place here at 12 to- 
day—immediately after which the Govr. went home and 
has not yet returned to his office. 

I feel sure that he would like to be fortified in appoint- 
ing David by some recommendation besides yours and 
mine, which he can certainly give without any trouble.— 
Get Mr. Flanner and another or two of the prominent citi- 
zens to address a letter to the Govr. recommending him as 
a suitable man to fill the place—I doubt whether so suit- 
able a man could be found any where to fill the place. 

You will have seen that Govr. Vance has revoked his 
call for 7000 militia,* in consequence of the call of the 
Prest. for conscripts to 45, which takes all the men out 
of whom the 7000 were to be raised. This breaks the plan 
of getting a commission for Shubal. I learn from the 
Adjt. Genl. that the Govr. will appoint all the officers com- 
posing the home guard out of men not liable to conscrip- 
tion. I know no appointment within the gift of the Govr. 
which would meet Shubal’s views. I don’t see any chance 
for him to escape the rank and file, save the employment 
of a substitute, which I would do at any cost. 

All well 


1 This call was for 7,000 men to serve for six months in North Car- 
olina. 
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To David G. Worth. 


Rareien July 26th 1863. 

I saw Govr. Vance this morning and he will confer the 
appointment on you upon your sending here the testi- 
monials of your fitness. He relies fully upon my repre- 
sentation and that of Brother M.—but officially he ought 
to have a testimonial from some body other than a near 
relative. He requested me not to let any body know about 
the vacancy as he would be besieged with a thousand ap- 
plicants. No one knows it here. I hope it has not been 
made known in Wilmington. Get a letter from two or 
three prominent men in Wilmington and bring or send 
them without delay—and the thing will be a success. If 
it gets out there will be such a flood of applications, backed 
by such influences, that the result may be doubtful. At 


the request of the Govr. the resignation is still in my 
hands. 


Busy as I can be settling with Sheriffs. 


To A. G. Foster. 
Raueiau Aug. 1, 1868. 


Great dispondency is seen in every thoughtful man’s 
face hereabouts. Holden’s peace articles take with nearly 
all classes in this region. The Governor and most of the 
prominent Secessionists differ from him. 

The strength of the army consists of 12 month volun- 
teers. Their term of service will expire next spring. Will 
any member of Congress be found to vote for another ex- 
tension of their term of service? This period is not too 
distant to be undeserving of a considerate statesman’s at- 
tention. 


Who is to be your candidate for Congress? From what 
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I hear lately, Mr. Ashe will not run well unless he shall 
satisfy the people that he actively and earnestly opposes 
many of the leading measures of the last Congress. I 
bave no doubt you can be elected if you desire to be. 


THOMASVILLE. 


T'o Alfred Brown. 
Rareieu Aug. 1st 1863. 


T owe Mrs. Moffitt, (High Moffitt’s widow) for borrowed 
money between $1800 and $1900. I have on hand much 
more money, (confederate currency) than will pay it. 
She will not take it—and I do not complain. I reed. 
Bank notes of her—but I am confined to my official duties 
so that I can do nothing with my money. I have $2000 
invested in N. C. 8 per cent bonds. I would give her these 
bonds and throw in the difference in amt but she knows 
nothing of State bonds and is unwilling to take them. It 
has occurred to me that you might be able to aid me in 
this way. I would give to any*body who would take up 
my note or procure my credit on it, twice the amount of 
the debt—or credit, in Confederate currency, new issue. 
Don’t you know somebody who would give her a satisfac- 
tory bond in place of mine, or in partial payment of it 
upon these terms? I will give $2000 in N. C. 8 per cent 
bonds and $400 in Con. Currency new issue, for my note. 

If you can aid me in accomplishing my object, I shall 
be very greatly obliged to you. 

I believe the State bonds are better than my note,—but I 
am getting old and want to feel out of debt before I die. 

In view of the disasters which have of late befallen our 
arms—and the fact the term of service of the best of our 
army—the original 12 month volunteers, will expire next 
Spring, I find many discreet men who think we could make 
better terms now than we are likely to be able to obtain 
hereafter and who urge for peace. An article over the 
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1 


name of ‘Davidson’! in the last Standard attracts much 


attention. 
To his daughter. 
RarzicH Aug. 3d, 1863. 
* * * * oS * * 


The strength of the army consists in the veterans who 
volunteered in the spring of 1861, who were required to 
serve two years longer by the Conscript Act. Their term 
will expire next spring. No member of Congress will dare 
require longer service from them and few indeed will vol- 
untarily serve longer. The war must end by that time, 
if there be any wisdom in our*rulers—or by our total over- 
throw, or some other contingency. The masses, North 
and South begin to feel that they have been gaffed and 
put in the ring to kill each other long enough to carry out 
the purposes of the devilish political gamblers who put 
them there. The war can’t last much longer. Want of 
subsistence and the returning sanity of our women will 
contribute much to close it. The “last dollar and last 
man” men abuse Holden’s peace articles, but the fact that 
he has the largest and most rapidly increasing circulation 
of any other journal in the State, indicates the current of 
publie opinion. 


To Mrs. D. G. Worth. 
Rareten Aug. 3rd 1863. 
The pressure of paramount duties is my excuse for so 
long postponing an answer to your late letter, and for the 
brevity of this answer. 
I would gladly approve your harsh plan, if it were prac- 
ticable. The agents to Europe were appointed by the 


1 The articles mentioned were written by Lewis Hanes. 
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Govr. last Fall. They have conducted their mission thus 
far to his entire satisfaction. No others are needed. There 
is no chance within my knowledge for any one to expatriate 
himself, taking with him his family or property. 

My greatest anxiety for David has been a fear that un- 
due sensitiveness to diseased public opinion, would make 
him voluntarily enter the army, where he is physically un- 
able to perform the services required of a soldier and in 
which service he would probably forfeit his life. I have 
never doubted that in some legitimate way he could be kept 
out of the service provided he did not voluntarily enter it. 
I am now rejoiced to believe that there is now no danger 
that a false sense of honor will force him into the army. 

You will have learned that the Govr. has appointed him 
Salt Comr. in place of Brother M. resigned. This appeared 
to me the most eligible practical scheme of accomplishing 
the object. It is an honorable position—the more so be- 
cause of the difficulties and responsibilities of the position. 
—lIt will so fully occupy his thoughts and time, that I hope 
it brings relief to his heart disease, re-produced, I fear, by 
over anxiety and too much leisure to reflect on the horrors 
of this diabolical war. As the head of this concern he 
ought [not] to be an overseer of the laborers. He should 
plan the machine and run it by subordinates. I hope it 
will rouse his ambition to make it succeed. 

You fear Wilmington may be taken and with its fall, 
his commission would no longer protect him. In this con- 
tingency he would still be employed for a considerable time 
in settling up the concern and might possibly find some 
other point on the Coast further South to operate—or go 
with his teams and men to Saltville, Va. If none of these 
contingencies shall occur it will be because of the absolute 
conquest of the Country and consequently the end of the 
war. 

The strength of the army consists in the veterans who 
volunteered for 12 months in the Spring of 1861, who were 
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required to serve two years longer by the Conseript Act. 
Their term will expire next Spring. No member of Con- 
gress will dare require longer service from them and few 
indeed will voluntarily serve longer. The war must end 
by that time, by negotiation before that time, if there be 
any wisdom in our rulers—or by our total overthrow, or 
some other contingency. The masses North and South be- 
gin to feel that they have been gaffed and put in the ring 
to kill each other long enough to carry out the purposes of 
the devilish political gamblers who put them there. The 
war can’t last much longer. Want of subsistence and the 
returning sanity of our women will contribute much to 
close it—The “last dollar and last man” men abuse Hol- 
den’s peace article, but the fact that he has the largest 
and most rapidly increasing circulation of any other Jour- 
nal in the State, indicates the current of public opinion. 

I have written four times as much as I had time to write. 

Cheer up and hope that Providence has in store for you 
and David and your children the happy year which I am 
sure you deserve. 

I intend to go to Harnett Court. I ought to go to Mont- 
- gomery and Randolph Supr. Courts, to my plantation—to 
Wilmington to help David—lI can’t do it. Which will be 
omitted I can’t now decide. 


To Daniel G. Fowle.* 
Rarrien Aug 5/63. 


In the organization of the troops for home defence, I 
have understood it to be the purpose of the Govr. to appoint 


1 Daniel G. Fowle, of Beaufort county. He was a lawyer before 
the war and was a Whig. He entered the army as Lieutenant Colo- 
nel of the 3ist N. C. Regiment, but resigned to become Adjutant 
General of the State. He was appointed a Provisional Judge of the 
Superior Court in 1865, was elected to the same office by the Legis- 
lature. He became Governor in 1889 and died in office. 


251 


Recommendation 
of Noah Rush. 


Telling him of let- 
ters of reecommen- 
dation. 


Nortu Caroiina HisrortcaL CoMMISSION. 


the officers from the men composing this service. It seems 
to me he will find among them none fit for field officers and 
that he will change this purpose.—If so allow me to rec- 
ommend Noah Rush, of the 63rd Regt. for Major or Col.— 
He is about 44 years old: was long a Col. of militia—re- 
signed and raised a Co. of 12 month volunteers—After the 
passage of the Conscript Act resigned—and is now lable 
to conscription. He is an upright man:—would be highly 
acceptable to the men and from his experience in actual 
service has just pretensions to fitness. He served in the 
38th Regt. and says he can procure testimonials as to fit- 
ness for the position from Col. J. Hoke and Col. O. H. 
Dockery. 

I suppose the Prest. will excuse from conscription a sufli- 
cient number, who have seen service, to supply officers. 


To Col. Noah Rush. 
Rareiew Aug 6/63. 


I learned soon after I saw you, that the Govr. designed 
to appoint the field officers for the militia for home defence, 
from the men liable to this service, but in many instances 
I think he will not find men fit to fill these positions. I 
have presented this view to the Adjt. Genl in a written 
communication and recommended your appointment as 
Major or Col., suggesting that the Prest., on the applica- 
tion of the Govr., would probably excuse you from con- 
scription, in order that the militia for home defence might 
have the benefit of your experience. 

When the men composing the Regt. shall be organized, 
if you can contrive to get them to ask for your appoint- 
ment, it would greatly strengthen your chances of success. 
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To'John M. Worth. 
Rareieu Aug. 9th 1863. 


From what I can gather of popular feeling over the Relating to Holden 


State, the masses, and many of the best and most intelli- 
gent citizens sympathize with the Standard. His vastly 
increasing subscription list is the most conclusive evidence. 
The information from the rank and file in the army is so 
contradictory, invariably taking its color from the sources 
from which it is derived, that I can come to no satisfactory 
conclusion. 

I do not regard the Standard to have created this feeling. 
It is merely the escape valve through which the repressed 
strain escapes. I think the torrent is irresistable and that 
any obstacle employed to arrest it, will be swept away. 
Those who deem it likely to do mischief, if I am right in 
this view, should direct their efforts to guiding the storm, 
rather than arresting it. Mere denunciation of its editor 
only increases the tempest. 

The editor has always understood the popular mind bet- 
ter than anybody else and always keeps up the right sail to 
catch the breeze. It was so a little more than a year ago. 
Secession had swept over the State like an avalanche. He 
had bent before the storm. He went into the Convention— 
voted. that the separation was final and the “Last man and 
the last dollar” in preference to reconstruction. Democ- 
racy, of the secession stripe, put her feet on his neck and 
the neck of all others, not of the original parcel, and the 
whole State, so far as her public men may be called the 
State, became submissive vassals of the dominant powers. 
Not a newspaper or public meeting in the State thought 
of opposition. Holden understood the unexpressed senti- 
ments of the masses. He put the name of Graham at the 
head of his paper but Gov. Graham would not run. He, 
then, all alone raised the name of Vance.* Public meetings 


1 Mr. Worth makes a mistake here. The first nomination of 
Vance was made by the Fayetteville Observer. 
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endorsed his nomination. The result of the election both 
as to Gov. and the Legislature was the beginning of a 
Counter-revolution and showed the keen sagacity of Holden 


as to the real sentiments of the people. The Gov. and the 


Legislature stood pretty square on the Conservative Plat- 
form “The last man and the last dollar” rather than recon- 
struction. Holden was himself committed to it, but he be- 
lieved the masses were for reconstruction ; and while he dis- 
avows it as-yet, is slowly shaping his sails for this current. 
It is not yet formed but he believes the elements are pent 
up, and that the gale in this direction will soon set in and 
blow a tempest. He will be ready to ride on the storm. I 
draw this inference, not from anything he has said, but 
from the fact that his worst enemies who are not stupid, 
accord to him superior understanding, great sagacity, and 
his demand for peace movements, on any other supposition, 
are absurd. Many who are largely interested in slave prop- 
erty, besides the masses, are asking themselves whether we 
can much longer maintain the war. Our currency is now 
worth less than 8 cents on the dollar. Our original twelve 
months volunteers, constrained by conscription, now the 
strength of our army, will be entitled to their discharge 
next spring. Will Congress dare compel their further ser- 
vice? Or will they further submit to it? Many believe, 
among whom is Holden, that we will be vanquished, and 
that now, with a large army in the field and a large peace 
party at the North, anxious for reconstruction, on the basis 
of the present Constitution, protecting our property in 
slaves, a treaty could be made, avoiding the emancipation 
and confiscation which must ensue if our arms fail, and 
which is likely to oceur at an early day if we should be suc- 
cessful. We think Pres. Davis and his cabinet will accept 
no peace unless forced to do it by the expression of popular 
opinion in and out of the army. Now I have been a waif 
since the proclamation of Lincoln, in favor, heart and soul 
of my own section, so long as there was no other chance, 
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only to fight, but always beheving that peace was practi- 
cable on terms that were honorable and far better for both 
sections than the continuance of the war. I am far from 
feeling any hostility to Holden, but in great doubt whether 
the plans he is shadowing out, are the best or not, but it is 
unjust and absurd to say Holden is a traitor. And it is 
also impolitic. He may be mistaken as to the state of pub- 
lie opinion. His reasoning should be met by those who 
disapprove it, by reason—not denunciation. I have writ- 
ten this long letter because I fear that you and Shubal are 
too freely indulging in too bitter epithets against Holden. 
They will frustrate your own object, and remembering 
that violent revolutionary passions are now smouldering, 
there is no principle of honor or patriotism, which justifies 
you in exposing yourself to personal hazard, unless it be in 
the employment of means which in your judgment, are 
likely to arrest the evil. Abuse of Holden and those who 
take his paper, in my opinion, will only be adding fuel to 
the flame which you wish to extinguish and at the same 
time exposing you to worse than useless personal danger. 

Shubal occupies a position of distinguished honor and 
responsibility, requiring the exercise of the highest degree 
of prudence. I shall be delighted if he can get through 
with his duties with suecess. With you I should prefer a 
position in the ranks of the army as far less hazardous and 
less odious. I have endeavored to impress on him the ne- 
cessity of prudence and fearing that you too partake of his 
impetuosity of feeling, I have hoped that this long letter 
may call your attention to aspects of the subject which you 
may not have duly considered. 

If the enemy shall not be threatening a raid here, I pro- 
pose to be at Asheboro by the mail buggy next Friday week 
on my way to Troy. 
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To Jesse G. Henshaw. 
Rareien Aug. 11th 1863. 


I have ordered the Standard to the parties mentioned. 

Goy. V’s position is that he said nothing before his elec- 
tion that Mr. Holden and others advocated his election, in- 
sisting that he would press the war with more vigor than 
Johnston—that after his election he was pressed by his 
leading supporters to sustain them by a strong position for 
prosecuting the war, which position he took with apparent 
approbation of the whole State, and that he cannot with 
honor or consistency, change the position on account of the 
reverses our arms have sustained. You need not fear there 
is any effect produced on him by the flattery of the war 
Democrats or the slightest danger of any coalition between 
him and them. He hates Secession,and its advocates as 
heartily as you or I, but has less horror of war than we 
have. His course is consistent and springs from a high 
sense of honor. It is more consistent than Holden’s, but 
not so acceptable to the people. The misfortune is that the 
Confederate authorities will not make peace on practicable 
terms until the people make manifest their purpose, and 
this will not do until the army demands peace. The people 
at home demand peace on almost any terms. 


To Joseph A. Worth. 
Rareren, Aug. 13th 1863. 


* * * * * * * 


The political elements are in bad fix in this State. The 
masses are for peace on any terms. Holden knows this and 
his paper takes like wildfire. He says his subscription list 
has increased 25 per cent since 17 July, and I do not doubt 
it. The Gov. stands firmly by the position taken by him 
in his inaugural. The split is unfortunate. There is no 
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nobler spirit in N. C. than Gov. V’s but the masses are de- 
termined the war shall cease. As soon as this spirit extends 
from the people to the army, the end will come. 

I believe we shall have a worthless government if we be- 
come independent, and am for peace on any terms not hu- 
miliating—but have nothing to say. 

There is no man whom | so much admire as Gov. V. but 
his feelings are more pugnacious than mine. I believe 
there is no virtue in the ruling powers, North and South, 
and don’t feel like fighting in such a contest. 


To Jesse G. Henshaw. 
RawrrieH Aug. 24, 1868. 


* * * * * * * 


I hardly know whether I am in favor of the peace meet- 
ings or not. On the one hand, it is very certain that the 
President and his advisers will not make peace, if not 
forced into it by the masses and the privates in the army. 
Their ery echoed by almost every press is: ‘‘Independence, 
or the last man and the last dollar.” The North will not 
make peace on the basis of Independence. The real ques- 
tion which nobody—not even Holden—will squarely pre- 
sent is, shall we fight on with certain desolation and im- 
poverishment and probable ultimate defeat; or make peace 
on the basis of reconstruction? Nearly every public man— 
every journal, political and religious, and every politician, 
in the fervor of their patriotism, has vociferously declared 
in favor of “the last man and the last dollar” cry. These 
classes cannot be consistent unless they still ery war. Many 
believe the masses in their saner hours, never approved the 
war and would rather compromise on the basis of the Con- 
stitution of the U. S. with such additional securities against 
any future rupture as could be agreed on. If there be any 
sense in peace meetings they mean reconstruction. They 
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may rather do mischief if they are not so imposing as to 
force the administration to reconstruction. They will be 
impotent and mischievous if the army is still for war to the 
last man and the last dollar. I do not know the sentiments 
of the rank and file of the army. 

I am for peace on almost any terms and fear we shall 
never have it until the Yankees dictate it. Upon the whole 
I would not go into a peace meeting now or advise others 
to go into one, particularly in Randolph—but I have no 
repugnance to them in other places and see no other chance 
to get to an early end of this wicked war, but by the action 
of the masses who have the fighting to do. If an open rup- 
ture occur between Gov. V. and Mr. Holden, it will be 
ruinous to us. There ought to be none and I trust there 
will be none. There is no difference between them that 
justifies a breach. The Governor concedes the right of the 
people to hold meetings and express their wishes, but he 
deems such meetings inexpedient and tending to dissatis- 
faction and disorganization in the army and that no hon- 
orable peace can be made, after we cease to present a 
strong military front. The Gov. acts consistently and in 
the eminent difficult position he occupied, I doubt whether 
any pilot could manage the crippled ship in such a storm 
with more skill. Repress all expressions of dissatisfaction 
against him. He values the extravagant eulogiums of the 
fire-eaters at their worth. They are playing an adroit 
game. They would get up dissention between the Gov. 
and Holden and then break up the Conservative party and 
seize the helm of Government. 


New Satem. 
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To D. B. Beckerdite.* 


Rareicn Aug 24/63. 

Yours of the 14th inst. came to hand some days ago 
Although I could conceive of plan by which I could have 
you as you desire, my feelings of regard for you, height- 
ened by the good sense and good taste of your letter, have 
made me delay my answer a little, to enable me to consult 
a friend whose position would enable him to suggest a 
remedy for you, if any exist. After consultation we can 
conceive of no relief for you. I know of no instance of late 
where a soldier, able for duty, has been allowed to be de- 
tailed from the army unless he had some mechanical skill 
in some trade necessary to provide supplies for the army. 
Even these, once in the army, are rarely allowed to pursue 
their trades even for the government. 

' Most gladly would I advise and aid you, if I knew how 
to do so. I have always thought and still think that there 
has been no time, not excepting the present, when peace 
could not be made, on terms not degrading, but far better 
for us than a continuance of this desolating war, whatever 
may be its final issue, but there seems to be no hope that 
peace will be sought by the present authorities on any at- 
tainable terms. God grant that in some way you may be 
allowed in some way to enjoy in peace the comforts of 
home. 

Do the rank and file concur in the resolutions of the N. 
C. officers, lately adopted at Orange C. H. Va? 


RicuHMonpD, Va. 


Rareian Aug 27/63 
My Dear Grover 


Yours of the 25th inst. is reed. The new N. C. 6s are 
all of equal value—and you made an excellent trade. It 


1 A member of Co. G, 46th N. C. Regiment. 
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is nearly impossible to get a State bond at any price. I 
deem your investment about as safe as any thing, excepting 
land and am not sure it is not as good as land. I preter 
land, of good quality, to any thing we can get, but to have 
as many strings to my bow as possible, I am dividing my 
investment between lands, cotton and State bonds. I have 
a partial arrangement to buy cotton at 50 cts in Montgom- 
ery County: If I shall be able to get more than I want at 
this price, would you like to take any? If so, how much? 
Answer to Asheboro. I leave for there to-day and will go 
thence to Montgomery and shall engage all I can get at 
this price with a view to let you have a part if you want it. 
I can sell it here at 60. 

Your account of the sickness of [word illegible] and 
general sickness in Wilmington is distressing. We are 
all well. 


[P. S.]—If you should wish to buy land you can do it 
to a better advantage with yr State bonds than with cur- 
rency. I would not sell them. 


To Archibald McLean. 


Ratrereu Sep. 10th 1863. 

I showed your letter to the Govr. who was under the im- 
pression that Mr. Draugham had been appointed Col.—To 
be certain I went to the Adjt Genl’s office, where I learne:! 
that he had been appointed. I found there the bearer. of 
the memorial, urging the appointment of Col. Murchison. 
He yielded to your suggestion that Draugham should be 
Col.—Mr. Murchison Lieut. Col.—and that the Major 
should be from Robeson. 

A Ga. Regt. on their way from Va. South staid here last 
night and mobbed Holden’s office—Govr. V. arrived in 
time to arrest their proceedings by an address to them— 
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At 7 o’clock this morning the town bell summoned a crowd 
of citizens who marched to Spelman’s office’ and broke out 
all the windows, and cast the type into the street, broke 
up his press, ete. Govr. V. was sent for, addressed the 
crowd and prevailed on the desist from further action, 
otherwise I suppose Syme’s’ office would have fared like- 
wise—They separated noiselessly, excepting giving lusty 
cheers for Holden. It is said that other Regts. are on the 
way who have sworn to hang Holden. All is quiet now, 
but passion and deep determination are smouldering under 
a calm exterior. I believe a large majority of this com- 
munity will fight for Holden much in preference to fight- 
ing for the Southern Confederacy. 


FAYETTEVILLE. 


To A. M. Tomlinson. 
Ratzrieu, Sep. 10th, 1863. 


Last night a regiment of Georgia troops, attacked Hol- 
den’s office, scattered his type in the streets, tore up his 
books, ete. They were on their way by R. R. from Va. to 
the South and, it is said, were detained here by their offi- 
cers for this purpose. Gov. Vance was sent for by the 
Police and arrested the work by addressing the soldiers. I 
understand the press is not broken. The type were scat- 
tered in the street. Hands are sifting them out of the 
dust. The publication of the paper will probably be soon 
resumed. The damage is said to be about $1000. It is 
rumored that many other regiments now on their way have 
sworn to liang Holden. About seven o’clock this morning 
a large number of the citizens of Raleigh assembled at the 
ringing of the town hall bell, proceeded to Spelman’s 
office, and cast his type into the street, broke his press and 


1 The publisher of the State Journal. 
2 The publi-hers of the Raleigh Conservative, which was regarded as 
the organ of the State administration. 
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completely gutted his office. Gov. V. was again sent for 
and addressed them, remonstrating against mob violence 
and urging the crowd to disperse without further violence. 
They quietly dispersed, cheering lustily for Holden as 
they left. All is apparently quiet now, but violent pas- 
sions are smouldering under a calm exterior, and a spark 
would explode the magazine. No time to say more. Oh 
that we could have peace on almost any terms! 


To Werth and Daneel.’ 
Rareieu, Sept. 13th 1863. 
eee I presume you failed to get the cotton about which you 
wrote me to Asheboro. I would like to know (Confiden- 
tially). The State is authorizing purchases at 60 cts, and 
a few cents more for large lots, taking the cotton at the 
place ot purchase. S. 8. J.” went from Troy where we 
could buy none, te Anson and Richmond. Got a lttle— 
less than I wanted—at 50 cts, I furnishing the rope and 
bagging. It is in the seed. 


The principal broker tells me to-day, he is paying 120 
premium for our new six per cent bonds. You could there- 
fore make 50 per cent on your purchase—but I think you 
had better not sell until you see where you can invest.— 

I have no decent clothes for the winter, excepting an 
overcoat. Can you get cloth and trimmings to make me a 
coat, pants and vest—good black—and needful trimmings, 
for $300 or less? If so, buy it for me. If you can’t get 
the black, any other color, except light gray, will do. I 
want good quality—or none. 

How is David coming on with his salt works? Has he 
made any report as to last month’s operations, as required 


1 The firm of Worth & Daniel was composed of David G. Worth 
and N. G. Daniel. 


2 §. 8S. Jackson, his son-in-law. 
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by law? Br. M. neglected this. I would comply with the 
law. If nothing definite can be reported, give some brief 
explanation why it cannot be done and some general in- 
formation as to the quantity made, the amount you are 
selling, the future prospects, ete. The Genl. Assembly 
will meet in Noy. and will be sure to call for these re- 
ports. If you examine with care the ordinances I sent 
you, you will see these reports are required. 

The city is quiet but fire smoulders underneath the ex- 
terior. An immense majority of the population are more 
anxious to fight for Holden than for the Southern Con- 
federacy. The action of the Govr. is attributed to the 
manifestations of the citizens here and the resolutions of 
the commission of army officers at Orange Court House, 
recommending the suppression of the Standard by a mob— 
if it cannot be done by law. The Govr. has acted man- 
fully and courageously in suppressing both mobs. 

Will David take $2000 in N. C. 6 per cent bonds for 
Julia and Woody since they have been in my service. I 
will give it for them. He must answer looking exclusively 
to his own interest and not consulting my wishes, for in 
fact I had as leave have the bonds as the negroes. 


To Floyd Julian. 
Raueteu Sept. 13th 1868. 


Your letter dated 27th Aug. and postmarked Sept. 12th 
was received to-day inquiring whether I had written to 
any of my friends to get subscribers to the Standard since 
its advocacy of peace meetings. 

I answer that in writing to a friend on other business 
some weeks ago, but whether before or since his advocacy 
of peace meetings I do not remember, I did express my 
wish that the circulation of that paper should be extended 
and I think it probable that I asked him to carry out this 
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view, if he approved it. In the general conduct of his 
paper the views of the editor seem more coinciding with 
mine than those of any other paper which I see. As to 
the peace meetings I have never encouraged the holding 
of one—but I am in favor of peace and of those who have 
the courage to advocate it. I have been a constant reader 
of the Standard both before and since. I approved its 
general tone and have never seen in it any thing of the 
traitorous character which its enemies impute to it. I be 
lieve the purposes of the editor are patriotic—but I fear 
that the peace and anti-peace meetings have done no good— 
but probably mischief. In the single instance to which I 
refer in which I asked a friend to extend the circulation 
of the paper, it was done, not at the instance of the editor, 
but because I hoped it would do good and I now think 
there is no paper in the State which has done so much as 
the Standard, of late, to uphold the principles of civil lib- 
erty :—but I wish it understood that since I came into the 
Treasury I have devoted my attention to the appropriate 
duties, and have avoided participating in the party move- 
ments going on in any way whatever, unless it may be 
deemed an exception that in writing to an old friend I 
encouraged him to increase the subscription list of the 
Standard. 


New Saem. 


To B. G. Worth. 
Rareren Sept. 16th 1863. 

Yr letter of the 13th and one of the same date from 
David, apprising me of his improvement, gave me the first 
notice of his illness. To-day yours of the 12th came to 
hand. 

I hope he continues to improve. Anxious as I was on 
one account to get for him his present position, I should 
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not have sought it, could I have foreseen that Brother M. 
would leave before he entered on his duties and stay away 
so long. I greatly fear, as you and I always have, the 
closing up of his business and I suppose that one set of 
accounts will be run into the other that they can never 
be distinguished. Shubal’s anxiety to avoid employing a 
substitute which he seems to regard as unbecoming him, 
left him to seek his present position which I regard as 
more dangerous and less honorable than the rank and 
file and Br. M. wisely fears to trust him to carry out his 
undertaking. When I left Asheboro he had been able to 
get no more men than were sufficient to guard the arms 
and powder—the County was full of deserters and not 
one of the new conscripts had answered the call—and 
nearly every man in the County, from sympathy or ter- 
ror refused to take any steps to arrest the delinquents. Br. 
M. and I were ardently zealous in our efforts to arrest 
and denounced those not concurring with them, that they 
knew they were exposed to much danger. Their plans 
were to place small squads in ambush on roads frequented 
by the avowed deserters and shoot them down. They 
sueceeded in shooting down three of them—two killed— 
one seriously wounded. The men shot were not leaders 
and were shot from ambush, the whole of the militia run- 
ning immediately after they fired. I have not heard what 
effect this had on the other deserters and the community. 
Another part of the plan was to have two or three com- 
panies of regulars sent there. J think they have been 
sent. I hope good results but greatly fear the opposite. 
If:the regulars have a prudent and manly commander, 
it may result well—if a rash and silly one, the matter will 
grow worse. 

The enemies of Holden here are almost wild and feel- 
ing is worked up among the community which would 
make it personally hazardous to them to indulge in their 
usual strain of abuse. All is now quiet—the result of 
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Govr. V.’s heroic and manly efforts, but we stand on a 
magazine. 
* * % * * * * 

I continue to think your last suggestion is very good— 
probably the best which could be devised 
to cross the lines—but for the expense which must be con- 
siderable and the difficulty of getting a pass-port for her. 
I hear that our Govr. will not grant a pass-port. Possibly 
on the recommendation of Geul. Whiting, if he would 


having cause 


recommend, one might be obtained. 

I have invested all my means in cotton and cannot join 
you in the investment which I suppose would be as good 
or better than the one I have made. The cotton cost me 
about 53 ents in Anson and Richmond. 


From Worth and Daniel. 
Wiemineton 23rd Sept. 1863. 

We wrote you on yesterday in regard to the clothing, 
and have your letter of the 21st this A. M. extending 
limits. 

If you are not in too much of a hurry, we would make 
a suggestion which perhaps if you can carry it through 
would be better than any other plan we know of to get the 
clothes and perhaps many other needed articles. 

Suppose you see Goy. Vance or the proper official in 
Raleigh and get a permit to ship a small lot of cotton by 
the State Ship (Advance). The risk we hardly regard 
as amounting to anything. She is fast and you can no 
doubt get the permit, even if you have to give one-half the 
proceeds as freight, if the idea meet your approval and 
you can get the permit, we are at your service so far as 
shipping the cotton is concerned or any other service con- 
nected with it. The vessel went down some days ago to 
go out. She will be back in two weeks, probably three, 
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and it may be that it will take two months from present 
time to ship cotton by her and get a return. 


Rareren, Sept. 24th 1863. 

Cousin Jos 
I have just reed yours of the 20th. I am still dry. Ded orizeranlies 08 

Send me the keg of brandy by Express—I have had such 

villainous luck in losing the article, under pretext of leak- 

age, stealing, ete., that I want you to be careful that it 

is in a good keg—and that the bearer to the Express is 

honest. Few have honesty enough these times to refrain 

from stealing liquor. The keg had better be boxed. 


From J. A. Worth. 
FayErrEyiLt_e Sept. 26 1863. 

I have been so much engaged for some time in fact all Relates to per- 
the time, that I hardly know what I do, having the Poor 
House crowd to look after and then the balance of the 
poor of the county, it keeps me at work. 

If I can make out to get through this war without the 
loss of all I have I shall be fully satisfied. I make all the 
necessary entries on my books about what you have paid 
‘out for me giving you credit for what you paid for 
Hack, ete. 

I have bought more of the swamp land in Bladen have 
now over 1100 acres of the best swamp I ever looked at. I 
shall spend much of my time there this fall. I shall be 
glad to see my papers from the Goy. it would do some of 
the Secessionists [good] to see me in the field. I do not 
have much idea of going as long as I can keep out. I have 
got Albert a good and I think permanent situation at the 
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Arsenal. So much that he has concluded to take a wife. 
It looks like a poor time to do so, but I think it will at 
once settle his mind so that he will not want to go into the 
army again. The girl he proposes to marry is a good and 
worthy girl. 

I have at home now William Stanton completely pros- 
trated with a slow sort of typhoid fever from the swamps 
below Wilmington. I much fear he will not recover. I 
had just got the house clear (Carry and her children hav- 
ing left) which was the first time since the war com- 
menced. 

T learn that John is sick at Oaks, and should not be sur- 
prised to see him home at any time, but with all these 
things I am still the same and hang on to life and good 
humor and just intend to be so. I shall be glad to see all 
the girls down to the wedding, if the horses are taken they 
can come on foot if they take an early start. 


From 8. 8S. Jackson. 


Asuesoro, N. C..Oct. 3rd 1863. 


Enclosed you will find a letter from J. R. Hargrove 
which came to hand by the last mail. I enclose so you 
can see for yourself. I have written him to buy the 25 
bags and I will let him know in the course of a few days, 
whether I will send the bagging or have it put up in 
Boards. J want you to see Mr. Devereux the State Agent 
and describe the cotton and find out what is the maximum 
figure he will give for the lot and write me whether it 
would be well to sell at this present figure, or wait a few 
weeks. I finally succeeded in getting a man to go and 
close up your matter of Legrand’s but had to give a big 
price for it. I feel very lonesome here: Tell Elvira I 
will write to her by the next mail, and be contented and 
stay her visit out. I hope really that you found Sis Mary 
better when you got home. Love to all. 


<a 
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P.S. You need say nothing to Mr. George Makepeace 
about the purchases in Anson by Hargrove, for if you do 
he may change his notion and would want me to let him 
have the purchase and thereby cut me out of making the 
profits if there is any in it. But if you should think that 
there is no profits in it for me, then if you think proper 
you can mention it and if he wants it he can have it. 

I think however that I can make something by the trans- 
fer to the State, if not now, I can in a few weeks but I 
shall cheerfully abide whatever you may think best, after 
having made this inquiry. 


[ Enclosure | 
From J. R. Hargrove to Sam Jackson, Esqr. 
Wapzszsoro, September 29th/63. 

_ We made but slow progress in buying Cotton, having 

bought only twenty to thirty bags—at 60c. Dr. Watkins 
refuses to sell at any price. Mr. LeGrand promised to let 
me hear from him. I can buy about 25 bags now in the 
seed—if you will take it put up in boards—or can furnish 
bagging. It is about 4 miles below town—good cotton, in 
one lot if you say take it. Write soon. .The State has 
several Agts here in the market. 


From 8. 8. Jackson. 
Asuesoro N. C., Oct. 6th 1863. 


You will oblige by going to Pomeroy’s or Turner’s Book 
Store and get me a copy of the Pamphlets containing the 
Writs of Habeas Corpus as decided by our Judge. 

You recollect that I gave out word that I was the Agent 
to sell 10,800 yds Sheeting. A man came up this morn- 


ing and wanted to buy the order at $1.75 per yard. As 
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Makepeace is buying for the company, vould you get him 
to relieve you partially of the trade if not altogether? All 


well. 


From Worth & Daniel. 
Wiimineton, N. C., Oct. 1863. 


Relating to private Your Telegram duly received also your letter of the 
12th. 

While David was in Raleigh, Mr. Wiley told him that 
bonds could be disposed of at $200. This was the occasion 
of our anxiety to sell, I doubted at the time if Mr. Wiley 
understood what Bonds he was speaking of, We have now 
made our arrangement with one of our Banks to supply 
us with what funds we want and we have decided not to 
sell until, the Bonds commence to deciine. The ““Advance” 
is here, the tailor who expected cloth by her is about. We 
can buy a very superior cloth from another party at $110 
per yard. The last auction sale out done all previous sales 
in the way of prices. We think the State Treasurer should 
wear good clothes, anyhow, so you may be sure they will 
come. You must have a Sunday suit. 


To Thos. J. Wilson.* 
Rareten Nov. 3/63. 


I have hoped for peace and had all my old clothes 
patched till they no longer become the Pub. Tr. of N. C. 
and I can find nothing here to make new ones. I want to 
get enough of the best black Salem Jeans to make coat vest 
and pants for myself and two clerks—say a piece—at all 
events enough to make suit for myself. 


‘Thomas J. Wilson, of Forsyth county, was a lawyer. He had 
been a member of the Convention of 1861. In 1874 he was madea 
Judge of the Superior Court, but was unseated by the Supreme Court. 
He was a State Senator in 1876. 
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Will you try to get it for me and have it sent by So. 
Express with amt of bill ? 

I would write direct to the manufacturers but do not 
know their present address. 


WirnsTon. 


From B. G. Worth. 


Fayettrevitte, N.-Cry Nov. 18/68. 
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I was down at the River ware house yesterday and found A personal letter 


there to my gratification on your account two barrels of 
Alum Salt sent up perhaps among the last acts of our de- 
parted brother. No bill of it was sent as I suppose and 
hence no one knew he had secured it for you. I will send 
it up to Asheboro if I can possible do so. 1 have not yet 
felt that it was safe to go down, all my friends in Wilming- 
ton advising me not to come. 1 must go at a very carly 
day I think. I go with a heavy heart. I had expected 
that time would lighten the load of grief, but the thought 
of visiting the scene and localities consecrated as it were 
by many years of pleasant toil and intimate communion 
and finding him gone overcomes me and I mentally ask, as 
I can meet him no more here, Shall we meet again in 
another state of being? The more minute accounts I 
have had of his last hours cheer me and are of the most 
comforting character. He died with a good hope that he 
was henceforth to rest from his labors and repeating only 
a few moments before he expired these words of the Psalm- 
ist, “Bless the Lord oh my soul and all that is within me 
bless his holy name.” 

I recite these particulars because I think they will be 
comforting to you as they surely have been to me. I feel 
and have long felt that we have been a favored family. I 
have often thought that we have lived for each other and 
in each others affections more than is usual for brothers to 
do and now that we have hope that the first one called has 


to his brother. 
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gone to his rest, how much it ought to stimulate us who 
are left to be ready when our time comes. I do not feel, 
never have felt, that I was myself living a life that would 
justify me in attempting to point out the way to others, 
but rather that I needed to be taught. Yet I am per- 
suaded that the Religion of Christ is not a cunningly de- 
vised fable, but a reality, a most sober and serious reality. 
I have often wished that I could speak to you on the sub- 
ject, but knowing and feeling the power of your superior 
mind and conscious of my own short comings as a profes- 
sor of religion I have not been able to do it. I remem- 
bered always too your strict moral integrity and honest ad- 
herence always to the right and this again forbids it. You 
have however long had one loved one gone before, whose is 
we trust “at rest.”” This adds another link to connect the 
present with the future and the weight of years begin to 
admonish you of the near approach of the event that is 
common to us all. The thought would be a happy one to 
me that we might live as a band of brothers here and meet 
again an unbroken band in the next. 

I have written under very unfavorable circumstances 
and without connection I have no doubt. I have done so 
with a hope that I might in the midst of many and respon- 
sible duties before you direct your mind for a moment to 
one that will as I think swell into immeasurable greatness 
when we are putting off this life to enter upon a new and 
untried state of being. Would that I could enforce it by 
a more Godly life on my part. 


To David G. Worth. 

Rareieu, Dec Sth, 1863. 
ee at I am so incessently occupied with my duties here that 
needless worry. J have time to say but little to you. 

I am persuaded you allow yourself to be too much an- 
noyed with your position. It is one of great responsibility 
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and trouble and care—but these seem to be but as a feather 
in the balances weighed against service in the army. No 
other mode of escape has occurred to me. If you get a 
substitute you will see that the President recommends that 
principals be put in the army. The villains who work 
the wires of government have no respect for the obligation 
of a contract, or any other moral obligation. Under the 
hypocritical pretext of treaty the Prest. proposed to rely 
on Providence to protect us in our just cause, when it is 
evident to all good men that the Prince of Evil directs the 
operations of both belligerants. So far as I see the naked 
alternative is presented to you, the camp or your present 
position—Y ou realize your present position. Have you 
attentively contrasted the alternatives. For myself I would 
rather you were in N. York with your family, though it 
would mean the confiscation of all your property, than see 
you in the army:—but it is clear to me that you should 
cheerfully retain your present vexatious position as the 
best choice among evils. You should employ enough su- 
bordinates to free yourself from the details which so dis- 
compose you. I will go to Wilmington and spend a few 
days with you at an early day.—Just now the responsi- 
bility of by far the most important matters pending before 
the Genl A. rests on me. I may become exposed, as you 
have been lately and as I have been in the past, to offen- 
sive imputations. IJ defy these while I can retain my 
conscience. The imputations against you have not [one 
word wlegible| belittled you. The Govr. never believed 
them just—but properly made inquiry and is satisfied not 
only by your explanation, but by an answer from Kidder 
that the imputation sprung from malevolence and _ that 
your conduct has been just what it should be. Do your 
duty and give yourself no concern about the contemptible 
spaniels whose privilege it is to snarl—and when the cares 
of the day are over cast them off and amuse yourself in 
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such way as may suit your taste, casting dull care to the 
winds.— 
The Legislature adjourns next Monday. In great haste. 


To W. J. Long. 
Rareieu Dec. 24, 1863. 


Immediately on receipt of your letter in relation to 
Danl. Banson I addressed Col. Mallett inclosing your letter 
and asking his attention to Banson’s case. I inclose my 
letter to Col. Mallett, with endorsements received this 
morning. I could not give the matter better attention. 
My official duties, with a little attention to my personal 
affairs, leave me less leisure than I could wish, and I 
am so fully convinced that there is so little of humanity, 
or virtue or sense in all the Departments of the Con. Govt. 
that I have a repugnance to having anything to do with 
any of them beyond what my official position requires. 
I have much that I would gladly say to you, but have not 
time to write it. If we continue to keep up our State 
Miltary establishment and clothe our troops, it will not be 
long before State credit will reach the level of Confederate 
eredit. I do not concur in Gov. V’s idea that the Ad- 
vance and the magnificent mereantile operations which he 
is conducting under our State legislation, is immensely 
gainful—but I believe if successful and long continued it 
will produce State bankruptcy. I base this opinion on 
reasons I have not time to state. The clothing establish- 
ment has drawn more than 2 million the last fiscal year— 
more than has been reimbursed by sales to the Confeder- 
acy—and this notwithstanding much that has been reim- 
bursed was for goods bought on State credit and imported 
on the Advance. We raise money in Europe under the 
disadvantages always attaching to a borrower of doubtful 
credit—buy with gold thus obtained and sell what costs 
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us a dollar in gold for four dollars in Confederate cur- 
rency, the four dollars being worth about 20 cents in the 
currency we pay. This is speculation with a vengeance 
and exhibits about as much common sense as has been 
usual for three years past. The Prest. asks with rounded 
tenderness, to be made a military dictator and endorses his 
Seeretary’s plan of currency, which if carried out, is to 
place nearly all the property of the land in the hands of 
the holders of our worthless currency. The Govt. breaks 
its pledge to the holders of its currency and expects the 
people to be such asses as to put faith in its new promises. 
Lone’s Mitts. 


Lo W.-Y ates: 
Rarzien, Dec. 25th, 1863. 


The complimentary terms in which you have more than 
once noticed my official labors are highly appreciated by 
me, since they cannot be attributed to any party leaning. 
I know that I have introduced in the conduct of my de- 
partment many important changes, highly beneficial, and 
in all of them have entirely ignored party considerations. 
Your manly expressions of appreciation are gratifying 
to me. 

Much of the legislation of the State, essentially affecting 
our Finances, has been secret. This has crippled my 
ability to make a comprehensive and clear exhibition of 
our real and prospective condition. The legislation under 
which the Executive has bought the Advance and perhaps 
other ships—by which he is conducting an immense mer- 
cantile operation—buying, importing and selling, not 
merely clothing for our troops and munitions of war but 
sperm oil, tin, liquor and assorted merchandise—the means 
by which he raises specie in Europe by which to make 


1 Editor of the Charlotte Democrat. 


275 


Relating to State 
finances and 
blockade opera- 
tions. 


276 


Norru Carorina HisroricaL CoMMISSION. 


these purchases—at what prices sold and in what media 
paid for—are a sealed book, not only to the public, but to 
the chief financial officer of the State. I only know that 
the drafts on the Treasury on this account must ultimately 
be immense—and with every possible respect for the 
executive, I deem it a most dangerous experiment to add 
to his onerous duties, a trial of his fitness for conducting 
an immense and diversified trade on State capital—espe- 
cially when his agents make no exhibit of their operations. 

This trade, together with our clothing department and 
State military establishments, in my opinion, will ruin our 
eredit, if long continued. They have already added im- 
mensely to our State debt, without contributing, as I 
think, to any important degree to the military success of 
the Confederacy.—In the early stages of the war State aid 
was necessary—but the Confederacy is the war making 
power—has long been fully organized by the sale of her 
cotton bonds in Europe, the detailing of hands for facto- 


ries and then compelling them to supply clothing, shoes, 
hats, arms, etc., at cheap rates together with impressment 
tax in kind, ete. The compulsory tax is for clothing our 
troops used. The State, without these means of com- 
missary, can get nothing so cheap as the Confederacy and 
consequently is not re-imbursed for her expenditures. One 
head can better execute the job than a great number—As 
it is the State enters the market as a competitor of the Con- 
federacy. The competition enhances prices without in- 


crease of supply.—I regard it as a Quixotic liberality. 

The Govr. thinks the whole scheme more than self- 
sustaining. He says in his late message that the Genl. 
A. might base an appropriation of two millions on the 
earnings of the Advance. No exhibit has been made show- 
ing whence this vast gain has arisen. He is performing 
his novitiate as a merchant and, as many a new trader, 
evidently forms his connections and commences using the 


supposed profits without taking the trouble of adding up 
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long columns of figures, making estimates and deductions 
of expenses, ete. 

The State clothing department was got up under a reso- 
lution of the Genl. A. ratified 20 Sept. 1861, entitled 
“Resolution to provide Winter Clothing for the troops.” 
The title shows it was intended to be temporary—Winter 
clothing. It makes no specific appropriation for the pur- 
pose—No limit is imposed on the amount which may be 
drawn for this purpose. Under this brief resolution, mani- 
festly to supply the winter clothing, which it was evident 
would soon be indispensible, a gigantic establishment has 
grown up and 3s continued supplying summer clothing 
and winter clothing—At the time it passed officers got 
good pay and clothed themselves. It looked to clothing 
the rank and file. I understand it now supplies all the 
fine clothing, etc., for the officers, and who knows at what 
rates? It is said the goods are sold at rates re-imbursing 
the Treasury; but no data are furnished me on which this 
opinion is based. It drew from this department during 
the last fiscal year more than half a million more than it 
re-imbursed—and at the same time had the benefit of im- 
portations by the Advance, bought on credit in Europe. 
What it had on hand at the beginning or end of the year 
I have no means of knowing—nor have I any means of 
knowing what amount of clothing it may have suppled to 
certain State troops, raised east of the Chowan river under 
an Act of the 7th July 1863. I do not know whether they 
were organized prior to the 30th Sept—the end of the 
fiscal year. Since the 30th Sept. last, some $50,000. more 
has been drawn than has been re-imbursed. 

The Quarter Master’s Commissary of the Adgt. Genl. 
Department which had been discontinued by the ordinance 
of the Convention ratified the 27th June 1861 to take 
effect the 20th Aug. ensuing, were continued by a resolu- 
tion of the Genl. A. ratified Aug. 21/61. This resolution 
was procured under a representation that some temporary 
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inconvenience would arise, if they were then discontinued, 
and under this resolution, intended to be temporary only, 
these establishments have been continued to this time.—In 
the account of the Treasury as heretofore kept, and which 
I was forced to continue for the past fiscal year, all the 
drafts in favor of these departments, are charged under the 
general head, “Military appropriation.” 
much has been expended under this head and what has 
been reimbursed or received I make a summing up on 
next page, taken from my late report, a copy of which I 


send you: 
Receipts 

Oct. 1862 ____ $3,000. 
Nov 1862) 2:25 2 ain Gomes Oo 
Dee. “18622. 6,753.39 
Jape 1868) ..22 5 7,230.59 
Feb. 1863 ____ 1,090,489.28 
Mar: 1863: — =— 4,454.67 
Apl. 1863 __._ 814,995.37 
Mays 1863.05 11,722.41 
June 1863 ____ 963,224.49 
July 1863 ____ 15,432.75 
Aug. 1863 -.-_ 1,118,655.47 
Sep 1863s cy de BY i 

Total® 2.2°45,004 559.74 


Excess of expenditure_________- 
To which should be added the amt 
reed in Feb which was for ex- 
penditures made the 1st and 
2nd Quarters of 1862 and not 
collected till 1863 
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Disbursements 
$344,457.31 
1,683,935.25 
770,625.02 
994,451.20 
1,057,101.25 
518,236.84 
699,241.74 
840,295.19 
$11,295.58 
481,161.86 
625,945.29 
616,602.60 


los 


5,004,55 


3,938,196.42 


1,290,489.28 


5,228,685.70 


To show how 
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So our military expenditures, no part of which we have 


a right ever to be re-imbursed, exceeds five million a year. 


I have devoted a part of Christmas to writing you this 
long letter, hoping the knowledge of the facts it discloses 
and the views I entertain in relation to the expediency of 
this enormous drain, will so far interest you that you may 
deem them worthy of discussion in your paper—but you 
must so handle them, that they shall seem not to have 
been specially communicated by me, not that there is « 
word which I would not gladly present in official shape, 
to the public, if I could do so with propriety. The expe- 
diency of keeping up these establishments is not a legiti- 
mate matter for me to discuss as Treasurer. What they 
are costing I intend fully to set forth in my next com- 
munication to the Genl. Assembly. I do not wish to write 
anonymously for the press on this subject, nor to be under- 
stood as voluntarily furnishing means to an editor. I 
have expressed all these views frankly and fully to the 
Com. on Finance. They are not presented to assail any 
body or any party, for I believe every member of the As- 
sembly is equally responsible for the measures. I think it 
high time the attention of the Genl. A. and the public was 
directed to them. If you will talk with Mr. Brown of 
your place, you will gather all the facts from him—He 
will tell you what views I urged on the Committee—You 
can say you understand the facts are so and so—that you 
collect this from the Treas.’s report—You can allude to 
and print the acts, resolutions, ete. to which I refer. You 
may address any inquiry you please to me which I can 
officially answer, and use the answer. If you choose to 
ask me how much has been drawn from the Treasury from 
_the beginning of the clothing establishment and how much 
re-imbursed I will answer yr inquiry and you may use 
it as you please. If you ask me how much of the half mil- 
lion appropriated in 1862 to buy corn, ete. to be sold to 
County Comrs., has been drawn—and how much re-im- 
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bursed—I will answer and you may use it,—but this com- 
munication I make as a personal and confidential one. 


CHARLOTTE. 


To A. M. Tomlinson and Sons. 


Raueieau Decr. 26th 1863. 


Complaining of The shoes which you made me for my negro men, which 
shoes made for his 5 ae £ o ; 
negroes, I desired to be first rate and which you wrote me you 


thought were such, proved to be nearly worthless. The 
pegs took such slight hold in the upper leather that the 
upper separated from the sole leather as soon as they be- 
gan to wear them, and they could not be mended because 
the upper did not lap enough on the sole to hold pegs or 
tacks. Your shoe-maker did you injustice as well as me— 
and my negroes are the sufferers. I am compelled without 
delay to buy all of them another pair. I believe they wear 
1 pr No. 11, 2 pr. No. 10, 3 pr. No. 9. I do not concur 
in a late editorial in the Standard that it is a shame that 
slaves shall be well cared for while white folks are stinted. 
The white folks are to blame for our troubles. The ne- 
groes are not. I intend to clothe and feed mine so long 
as I can feed and clothe myself 


and although my salary 
will not half feed my family I will use other resources. 
Please try to send as before to Daniel Worth’s—Co.’s shops 
and forward bill to me. 

I am now pretty certain that the war will end next 
spring or summer. Congress cannot restore the currency. 
If Memminger’s plan should be adopted it will bankrupt 
tof the people. The people will not submit to the Mili- 
tary Directorship which the Prest. coolly asks may be con- 
ferred on him—nor to the villainous scheme of currency 
proposed. These are evident signs of returning sanity 
among the people. 


[P. S.]—Did you get a pr of shoes to be half-soled and 
an old pr of boots to be re-footed ? 


BLooMINGeTOoN. 
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To Z. B. Vance. 
Rarerien Jan. 5/64. 


I am persuaded that in appointing a successor for Geo. 
Davis in the Senate of the Confederate States, it is highly 
important that the appointee should be a man of known 
talent and cool judgment and financial capacity. If Govr. 
Graham should be unwilling to accept the temporary ap- 
pointment I think Govr. Swain is the next best appoint- 
ment you can make.—Patriotism would require him to ac- 
cept and I think he would accept.— 

I have no right to expect that this voluntary expression 
of my views is deserving of any further consideration 
I mention the name 


than you would otherwise give it 
of Govr. Swain merely that you may not overlook his name 
in looking round for a fit person to fill the appoimtment— 
and trust that you will not deem me presumptuous in 
making the suggestion. 


To Joshua Boner. 
Raveien Jan. 19/64. 

In reply to your inquiry as to Gov. V.’s present views 
I think the suspicions of many of his ardent friends are 
not well founded. His appointment of Judge Reade to 
fill the place of Mr. Davis in the C. Senate, speaks louder 
than words. I did not hear Judge Reade’s speech in 
caucus last month, but hear it was. eminently conservative. 

If the people of the State make known their views, in 
unmistakable shape, by petitions, I have no doubt of the 
Governor’s co-operation :—but without some such demon- 
stration, we shall continue, I fear, to sink deeper and 
deeper in the gulph of Despotism and Ruin to which our 
rulers are now hurrying us. 

I have been some days out of my office—and accumu- 
lated duties allow me no time to say more. 


SALEM. 
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To A. G. Foster. 
Rareicu Jan. 20th 1864. 


Si aie Having lost sight of being permitted to pay my debt 
be to Johnson with the State bond in your possession, I have 


bought a tract of land, in part payment for which I -wish 
to use the bond. Send it to me by first safe chance :—or 
by Express—and oblige me.— 

Nothing new. A report, credited here a day or two 
ago, that Prest. Davis contemplated the arrest of Holden 
and Pennington, is not confirmed. It sprung from D. 
K. McRae and a letter from Hon. Mr. Davidson, as I 
understand. The public mind seems to be about ripe for 
any measure looking to a close of the war on almost any 
terms. It is likely to result in vigorous measures, if it 
gets any head:—or, if nobody heads it, to sink into apa- 
thetic despondency. The administration can hardly become 
more unpopular. I form these conclusions from what I 
hear from all parts of the State. 

THOMASVILLE. 


To J. J. Jackson. 


Rareien Jan. 22/64. 
sath Pee I did not write to A. M. Tomlinson that “ N. C. would 
dec go back into the Union,” but wrote him what you will 

now see in the papers that “many parts are for a Con- 
vention to secede from the Confederacy and negotiate for 
ourselyes.”” Public meetings are being held and petitions 
are being got up, as I understand, for a new Convention. 
It is part on the ground that the present authorities will 
not negotiate and the people want to know on what terms 
peace can be had. It is now certain that a large portion 
even of those most active in bringing on the war would 
settle on the basis of the Constitution of the U. S. If 
it be true that we can have peace only on conditions such 
as Wendell Phillips proposes—confiseation of property, 
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ete., the Confederacy would gain strength by certain dis- 
closure of it. Many believe that a majority of the people, 
North and South, would end the war on terms honorable 
to both, if they could negotiate—And this class—cer- 
tainly numerous in this State—are for a Convention in 
order to open negotiations to ascertain what we have to 
depend upon. None would secede till it should be ascer- 
tained whether terms would be granted, which should be 
deemed eligible to a continuance of war. 


* * * % * * * 


All well 


ToD. H. Starbuck." 
Raxreiexw Jan. 30/64. 


I learned some two or three weeks ago from Major Russ, 
that you and others about your place, were putting on 
foot a plan to bring about a call of a State Convention, 
and that you proposed to demonstrate public opinion by pe- 
titlons—a much more unmistakable way, than by public 
meetings. At his request I drew up such a petition as I 
thought would best accomplish the end, a copy of which 
he told me he sent to you. I hear nothing on the subject 
lately. Is it abandoned? If so, lamtruly sorry. I think 
there is no place in the State so eligible as yours to put 
the ball in motion—and it seems to me that universal 
bankruptcy and all protection to personal liberty and per- 
sonal security must soon result from the blind rage or 
timorous do-nothingness of those in authority, both in 
the Confederate and State Governments, if the good sense 
of the masses shall find no means of controlling everits. 

From extensive means of collecting public opinion I 


1 Darius H. Starbuck, of Forsyth county, was a member of the 
Convention of 1861. He was an anti-secession Whig in politics, and 
after the war became a Republican. He was U.S. District Attorney 
from 1865 to 1870. 
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think there is no organ that now expresses it. That opin- 
ion is that we ought to accept peace on the basis of re- 
storing the Union—and the Constitution of the U. S., 
provided this can be done without any infraction of our 
rights under that Constitution. The Standard comes 
nearer expressing public opinion than any other Journal 
I see, but while it contends for peace, denies being in 
favor of re-construction. It is idle to talk of peace except 
on the basis of a restored Union, and I beleve an im- 
mense majority North and South, would gladly proclaim 
a universal amnesty and restore the Union—and that a 
peace on this basis would be as permanent a one as silly 
and devilish man will allow. This, I think, is public 
opinion—but there is no means by which this public opin- 
ion can make itself manifest. The best means is by pe- 
tition. If public meetings be held the authorities will say 
they are composed only of a few dissatisfied persons, and 
they will be suppressed by military force or disregarded. 
The proper mode is by petitions to be sent all over the 
State and to be signed by every body, noble and ignoble, 
who has a right to vote and who favors peace on the basis 
of re-union. I did not retain a copy of the petition I drew 
up, but think its leading position was that the Legislature 
be convened in order that the question of Convention or 
no Convention should be submitted to a vote of the peo- 
ple. In this shape it is unexceptionable, with a limitation 
that its action as to alterations or making peace, would 
have no validity until ratified by a vote of the people. It 
rests on the great principle of the right of the people to 
govern themselves and give no colorable ground to our 
opponents to charge us with unpatriotic motives,—the 
great weapon now used to repress free discussion. It does 
not indicate the basis of a peace. I rely on the peopie to 
elect delegates who will be proper exponents of their views. 

If you would have some four or five thousand printed 
at your office and sent to reliable men in all the counties, 
I think in a very short time they would be returned with 
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the signatures of 3 of the State 
force respect. 


and in this shape would 


I have expressed myself with perfect frankness—with- 
out reserve—but expect you, whether you coneur or not, 
in my views, to use this letter discreetly. I am conscious 
ot being impelled by as patriotic motives as ever governed 
man but know that it would tend to frustrate a [word il- 
legible} motive if I should be forced to vindicate these 
sentiments before the public. You will therefore regard 
this letter as confidential. 


SALEM. 


fo A. L. Lamb. 
Rarzicu eb. 3rd 1864. 

Yours of the 27th ult. is received asking my views on 
several matters as to which I would express myself fully 
if you were present: but though I am conscious that I love 
my State and desire to promote her prosperity and true 
glory as much as any man living, I entertain notions 
widely variant from those who now claim to be the only 
patriots in the land—and I deem it unwise to commit 
them to writing at this time, unless I had leisure, which 
I have not, to write a very long letter. 

I coneur, and at least two-thirds of the people at home 
concur, with the editor to whom you refer, with this differ- 
ence that they go much further in the same direction, than 
he does. 

I am by no means well informed as you suppose as to 
the views of your brigade or any other portion of the army. 

It will be most unfortunate if desertion increases by 
individual soldiers. So long as a majority of the soldiers 
of a State are willing to stand by their colors, it will be 
best for all to do so. Deserters, by individuals or squads, 
injure themselves and incur more danger than they do 
in the army. The army should act together. 


Relating to the 
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The position of the distinguished individual to whom 
you refer, is not clearly known just now:—but I trust he 
will continue to be the friend and champion of the great 
body of the people of the State. He is an honest and good 
hearted man, and if he is in error, it is because his judg- 
ment misleads him. 

Petitions are in circulation and, as I hear, being very 
extensively signed with the view of calling a Convention 
to ascertain on what terms peace can be had. 


To D. H. Starbuck. 
Rateten Feb. 4th 1864. 


Confidential. 
Matters relating 1 it] ink 
Pore pets ae I have received yours and a copy of the petition. I think 
movement, 


the form I prepared decidedly preferable in two impor- 
tant particulars—It makes Peace the prominent motive 
for the call of a Convention—and it contains the grand 
principle that the peace must be such a peace as a majority 
of the people approve. 

I have submitted it to Mr. Holden. He gives a decided 
preference to it—It speaks, too, of a “general” peace, and 
is not subject to the denunciation of a desertion by this 
State of the other Southern States. 

If you approve it, as I think you will, and can get it 
published im your paper as one of the forms of petitions 
being circulated, Mr. Holden says he will endorse and 
recommend it in his next issue. It will be much better 
than an original appearance in the Standard. It should 
have an endorsement like yours, for dissentients to sign. 
If it appears in your paper and is republished in the 
Standard with approval, it will give an impetus to the ball. 

I am persuaded that in my official position I am render- 
ing essential service to the State, and it would impair my 
ability to be useful, if I was understood as taking an 


CORRESPONDENCE OF JONATHAN Worru. 


active part in this movement. If you adopt the petition, 
let it go to the printer in some other handwriting. 

The following is a copy of it—Would it not be well to 
have the Press publish a copy of both petitions ?—as a mat- 
ter of public news showing the nature of the petitions being 
signed 4 


To his Excellency, Z. B. Vance, Govr. of N. Ca. 


We citizens of 2 2 ie 5 County, think that ‘all, save 
those who owe their riches to their Country’s ruin, suffer 
by the war,’ and that it is manifest that the authorities 
of the United States and of the Confederate States, author- 
ised by the power of the Government to make peace, will 
not appoint Commissioners to open negotiations for this 
purpose. We wish to know whether peace can be obtained 
on honorable terms;—and as this cannot be ascertained 
through the regular channels of the Government, we re- 
spectfully petition your Excellency to convoke the Genl. 
Assembly without delay, to the end that they authorise a 
vote of the people upon the question whether a Convention 
ought not to be called in this State; and to authorise the 
election of delegates at the same time, (such election to 
be valid only in case a majority of the people shall vote 
for a Convention) with power to put on foot measures 
looking to a general peace, and with all the powers with 
which the people can invest it, with the limitations only 
that the power of such Convention shall cease within two 
years after the election of the delegates ;—and that any 
action of said Convention, agreeing on a final treaty of 
peace; or altering the Constitution of the State shall not 
be valid until ratified by a vote of the people, at such 
time and under such regulations as said Convention may 
prescribe. 

We also pray your Excellency to lay this, our petition, 
before the Genl Assembly. 


February 1864. 
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You must not understand that I conceal my opinion on 
this subject—but I ought not to be understood as taking an 
active or prominent part. It must not be understood that 
I have drawn up a petition. 

[P. S.]—Col. Russ did not send the petition I drew up 
as I supposed. He heartily approves it. 


To John Pool. 
Rareicu Feb. 6th 1864. 


I desire, in the strictest confidence, to make an inquiry 
of you, which it may be unpleasant to you to answer. If 
so, I will not complain of your silence. 

I learn from one of my daughters that Major Bagley, 
Senator from Pasquotank and Perquimans, has asked leave 
to address her. I do not know enough of him to approve 
his suit till I know more about him. My daughter is 
young, intelligent, well educated and every way fitted to 
be the wife of an intelligent, energetic and virtuous hus- 
band. You will treat this as a just description, not spring- 
ing from excess of parental affections. My fortune is not 
large and I have many children, and consequently she can 
receive but a moderate outfit from me. 

Will you favor me, in perfect candor, and in the strictest 
confidence, with the information I ought to have / 

Sober and virtuous habits, intelligence and capacity to 
make a living are qualities without which no one is de- 
serving of my approval. 

If you abhor the war in which we are involved as much 
as I do, it is, perhaps, fortunate for your personal comfort 
that you have nothing to do with public affairs; but how- 
ever terrible and chaotic appearances may be they may 
be made worse by misrule and made better by wise and 
good rulers. For myself I retain my early convictions 
that the government established by our forefathers was 
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admirably adapted to promote the happiness and_pros- 
perity of its people, and that none is likely to be con- 
structed on its ruins so well calculated to effect these ends: 
I have uniformly believe that no sufficient cause existed 
to justify the rupture, and so strong were these convictions 
that I would not be a member of the Convention when -the 
demand seemed to be universal for a despoliation of the 
Union, and I now think, bitter as the animosity has grown 
to be, that a Union on the old basis will be better for both 
sections, than separate independence—and I am not sure 
this is not the opinion of a majority of the people of both 
sections. JI am sure it is the opinion of a majority of the 
people of North Carolina. It is an opinion, however, which 
the dominant powers of the Southern Confederacy de- 
nounce as traitorous—and which subjects the man who 
utters it to the monstrous imputation, of deserving to die 
by the gallows. The free expression of opinion is thus 
restrained. J believe, if a Convention were now called 
in this State, the people would elect delegates who would 
propose a general pacification on this basis. If it suc- 
ceeded, it would be a blessing to the whole land and would 
prevent that universal emancipation and the curse of an 
enormous free negro population making the country unfit 
to live in:—If the North would not make peace on this 
basis, it would produce a unity among us which would 
render us invincible. 

You must regard the whole of this letter as confidential. 
T am conscious of being as patriotic as any man who lives. 
Every thing dearest to me is in North Carolina: and I 
would be as far as any man from doing any thing which 
would, in my judgment, derogate from her dignity and 
honor. I would do nothing to weaken our military arm 
until it could be ascertained that peace could be made on 
this basis. 


WInNpbSsor. 
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To J. J. Jackson. 
Rarrien Feb. 8/64. 


Yours of the 4th—mailed the 6th—came to hand yes- 
terday. 

The Bk of C. F.* pays $1. in gold and $4. in Confederate 
for every five dollars of her currency. The Bk of N C 
pays $1. gold for every $4. of her currency. No other 
bank, so far as I have heard, is offering any inducement for 
the holders of its notes to bring them in. The notes of the 
two former banks are worth about 4-4 to 1—and the latter 
bank—all others 3-4 Of the notes you gave me to ex- 
change $10. were C. F. all the others on the last mentioned 
class of Banks. I sold the $100. for $350. Confederate— 
I had paid you $300. and to-day send you $50. by Lt. 
McLenchen. 

It is believed here that the act suspending the Writ of 
Habeas Corpus has passed.— 

All well.— 


To John M. Worth. 


Rarriew Feb. 8th 1864. 
As requested by your note to Mr. Blair I sent you the 
first installment due to Randolph for families of indigent 
soldiers, taking Blair’s reept on your letter. This is not 
a sufficient voucher. You will have the draft (which will 
have reached before this), signed and certified as directed 
and write your name across it and inclose it by mail and 
I will return your letter with Blair’s reept endorsed. The 
money had been placed, for your convenience, in the hands 

of Jesse H. Lindsay Cashr. I will use it another way. 
I think I shall find no time to write you the long letter 
I spoke of in my last. I will simply refer to what sug- 
gested the idea of writing it. There is nothing in the his- 


1 Bank of Cape Fear. 
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tory of our family in which each of us has felt so much 
pride as the uninterrupted sincere fraternal feeling, which 
from childhood up, has characterised every member of it. 
For a few months back I had been pained to hear of un- 
pleasant bickerings between Sam. and you and Shubal, 
which I had labored to repress, growing out of a difference 
of opinion about the accursed war in which we are involved, 
which if not soon stopped will destroy everything worth 
living for. A shade of difference,—perhaps a radical dif- 
ference of opinion—was growing up between you and me, 
the result of which was, as I feared, that you began to 
have a kind feeling towards Frank Hoover, Provs,[ ?] and 
others whom you and I once abhorred. Some weeks ago 
Albert was here.—He detailed in presence of the family, 
many harsh things—very offensive remarks of yours in 
reference to Sam’s extortion as a lawyer and his sympathy 
with the peace movements, and your apprehensions that 
I was not, according to your views, exactly sound. I 
learned afterwards in his (Albert’s) meeting with you, he 
was about telling you some of the remarks his disclosures 
had elicited from some of my family—when you stopped 
him and told him you didn’t want to hear him. This was 
so truly noble and sensible and was so felt to be by all of 
us, that we felt rebuked for allowing him to tell us what 
you had said. It crossed out the painful misgivings we 
had begun to entertain that the demon of dissention was 

insinuating himself into our family relations. I say it 
wiped it out.—I do not doubt things have been said on 
both sides, which ought not to have been said. I have 
cautioned my family against hearing or saying any thing 
in the future, which could be regarded as unkind. If this 
war must destroy every thing else worth living for, let it 
not mar what has been our chief happiness heretofore— 
the genuine brotherhood of the Worths. 

It would be more than unprofitable to mention the par- 
ticulars of what has been reported as being said. Let it 
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all be forgotten or understood as never having been ut- 
tered and if we differ in opinion about the war, it should 
not be suffered to grow into a canker destroying the enjoy- 
ments of our domestie relations. 

I do not think Albert’s conduct sprung from any bad 
motive, but from thoughtless weakness and I have no defi- 
nite idea wherein we differ about the war. I do not agree 
with either the Observer or the Standard. The Observer 
abhors peace on any other basis than Independence and 
scorns those who advocate the appointment of Comrs. to 
treat for peace, it being well known that the North will 
not grant it on this basis. The Standard insists on meas- 
ures looking to peace, but denies being for re-construction. 
I am for peace on the basis of the Constitution of the U. 
S.—but for maintaining the war with all possible vigor 
until such peace can be made. I believe while we exhibit 
a good military front such a peace could be made—and 
that it would be more likely to be more durable and to 
protect our rights than peace on the basis of independence. 
In this opinion I know very many of the most intelligent 
and most virtuous men of the State concur—and TI believe 
a majority of the State and of the U. S. concur: but ter- 
rorism prevents the avowal of it—and the authorities of 
both governments are unwilling to submit it to a vote 
of the people. The Northern Goyt is now a complete Mili- 
tary Despotism and the Administration at Richmond de- 
sires to make the Confederacy one.—I would therefore 
vote for a Convention in N. C., not to withdraw the State 
from the Confederacy, but to appoint Comrs. to ascer- 
tain whether a peace can be obtained on the basis of the 
Constitution of the U. S. and if so, to submit it to the 
people to say whether they would accept peace on these 
terms. 


[P. S.]|—I was not at home when I. H. Foust was here 
some weeks ago. I learned from Major Russ that he de- 
clined to act as Col. of the home militia with B. F. Hoover 
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as his Q. M.—I was not surprised ‘at this. My astonish- 
ment was how he came by an appointment from Govr. 
Vance, exempting him from conscription. None could 
have been made, as I think, so prejudicial to Govr. Vance 
in Randolph, both on account of the political and social 
position of the appointee. On asking the Govr. yesterday 
how he came to make such an appointment, he told me it 
was upon the recommendation of my “relation.” I would 
not ask what relation, fearing that you had signed the 
recommendation. As the Govr. could not remove him, I 
understand [he] relieved him from duty; and appointed 
one with whom Mr. Foust would act: so I suppose he is 
now in the happy condition of being free from conscrip- 
tion; and without duty in the militia, if he has the mean- 
ness not to resign. 

So this has run into a long letter at last. I am not well 
today—my hand trembles, ete. 


To Wd. Long. 
Rareien Feb 9/64. 


It. is reported here I believe that a bill to suspend the 
Writ of Habeas Corpus has passed or will pass very soon. 
If so 2 of the State will demand a Convention. <A large 
majority of the State would vote Convention now, if the 
question were submitted. 


Lone’s Mitts. 
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To Daniel Worth.’ 


Raveien Feb. 10/64. 

Relating tote, Lhe legislation on the currency in Congress is conducted 

eect in secret session. By accident the bill which has passed 
the Senate got into the hands of an agent I had employed 
in Richmond to collect claims due the State from the Con- 
federacy. He says it prescribes that from and after the 
passage of the bill, no currency now out is to be received 
in payment of any public dues—and all of it, not funded - 
in 4 per cent bonds, by 1 May next, is no longer to be re- 
ceived for any public dues. The currency is to be supplied 
by a new issue. It may not pass the House. Our mem- 
bers will tell him nothing about it because their pledge 
of secrecy forbid it; but they all advise him not to re- 
ceive payment of any claim to the State, until after the 
final action of Congress on the subject—showing that they 
expect that action to take away the little of vitality now 
in the present currency. I would not have this spoken 
of as it might expose my agent to censure, though he ob- 
tained the information by accident—and broke no confi- 
dence in disclosing it to me. 


Company's SHopPs. 


To David G. Worth. 
Ratrien Feb. 11/64. 


Relating to Con- I have information in which I have implicit confidence 
ederate currency . . . . 
legislation. that the Con. Senate has passed a bill, which if ratified by 


the House, will make all the present issues of Confederate 
money now out, worthless and uncurrent, from and after 
the ratification, except for funding in 4 per cent bounds. I 
am informed by Mr. Winston, my agent at Richmond, to 
collect claims of the State against the Confederacy, that 
he is emphatically advised by our representatives not to 
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receive for the State any more money till Congress shall 
have finally acted, which shows their belief that the present 
currency is likely to be very injuriously affected—the last 
spark of vitality extinguished by the action of Congress. 

Knowing that you and Green have recently raised large 
amounts of currency, I communicate this intelligence and 
advise you to have as little as possible‘on hand. Congress 
adjourns next Wednesday—leaving little time to do any 
thing. 

If our land trade is not consumated or made obligatory 
by writing and such Act pass, Reaves will fly and we 
shall lose all our money. If it is not already closed by 
a deed, no time should be lost in putting the contract in 
obligatory shape. If the deed cannot be made immediately 
a large part of the money might be paid and the contract 
reduced to writing, reciting that the residue is to be paid 
in the present issues of Confederate Currency. Show this 
letter to brother B. G. and to no body else. 

All well 


To George Makepeace. 
Rateieu Feb. 11/64. 


I have reliable information that the effect of the Cur- 
rency bill which has passed the Con. Senate in secret ses- 
sion, will be, if the House concur in it, to make all the 
present currency worthless, except for funding, from and 
after its ratification. And as to the probability of its pass- 
ing the House, I am informed by my agent at Richmond 
to settle and collect claims of the State against the Con- 
federacy, that our members of the House emphatically 
recommend him to receive no more money for the State 
until Congress shall have finally acted, showing their be- 
lief that the last spark of vitality in our present currency 
is likely to be extinguished by the legislation of Congress.— 
The plan proposes new issues for the currency and while 
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an enormous tax is imposed, allows none of it to be paid 
with present currency. The measures offers the holders 
of present currency the alternative to fund by the Ist 
May—or lose it-—The Congress adjourns next Wednes- 
day. I make this communication to you that you take 
such course as your judgment approves. 

[The remainder of the page cannot be read. | 


FRANKLINSVILLE. 


- 


To Daniel L. Russell.* 
Rareiecu Feb. 16th 1864. 


Yours of the 10th inst. was reed by this morning’s mail. 

The draft for your County as well as all the other Coun- 
ties for the first installment of the $1,000,000 appropri- 
ated for the benefit of the families of indigent soldiers, 
was sent, directed to your Co. Com. about the 28th ult. 
As I had paid the appropriation last year in 4 equal in- 
stallments—on first Feb., May, Aug., and Noy. which 
course, I believe met universal approbation, and as the 
Genl. A. knowing this did not require the whole to be paid 
at once, and for other urgent reasons, I deemed it expedi- 
ent to continue the same course. I asked the Com. on 
Finance if they deemed it expedient, to direct the whole 
amount paid at once. They seemed to be unanimous that 
it be left to the discretion of the Treasr. 

I presume the draft is in the P. O. at Smithville—If 
not, let me know and I will send a duplicate. 

You ask me my private opinion as to the propriety of 
calling a Convention and whether I think it probable that 


the Govr. will call the Assembly before May.—My opinion 


1 Daniel L. Russell, of Brunswick county, was a member of the 
Legislature in 1864 and in 1865. He was elected a Judge of the Supe- 
rior Court in 1868. He was a Republican member of the Legislature 
of 1876. He was a member of the 46th Congress. In 1896 he was 
elected Governor of the State. 


CORRESPONDENCE OF JONATHAN Wortu. 


on both these questions may be partly influenced by the 
final action ot Congress on the military bill—the suspen- 
sion of the Writ of Habeas Corpus and the Currency bill. 
Nothing definite is known as to the decision of Congress 
on either of these questions. 

It is certain that a very large portion of the people of 
this State, probably a large majority—disapprove the 
course of the administration—Very many believe that a 
continuance of the war will result in universal emancipa- 
tion, and that while we present a formidable military 
front, we could make peace on the basis of the Constitution 
of the U. S. whereby we would preserve our slaves, and 
save the further effusion of blood and destruction of every 
thing. Our Govt. will not negotiate on this basis. The 
North will not negotiate on any other. A large majority 
of the Northern Congress and probably a large majority 
of the Northern people would make peace on the basis of 
re-union, with all our rights protected. JI think three- 
fourths of the people of this State would vote for peace 
on these terms. Im sincerity and truth I am willing that 
the voice of a majority of the people shall rule: and as 
the proper authorities will not negotiate for peace and a 
Convention could appoint Comr. and ascertain whether 
some acceptable peace can be obtained, I am in favor of 
the question Convention or no Convention being submitted 
to the people as in 1861—-voting for delegates at the same 
time.—I would not have the Genl A. call a Convention— 
but I would submit it to a vote of the people—I would 
vote Convention: Not with the view of seceding from 
the Confederacy, but with the view of seeking to bring 
about a General peace. If it should succeed, millions of 
hearts would leap with joy: if the enemy should exact 
terms such as Lincoln offers, or otherwise degrading; then 
we should sternly buckle on our armor and unanimously 
and bravely make the war the arbiter. 

These are frankly my views. I know there is a class of 
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politicians who would denounce them disloyal:—and for 
this reason many who concur in them have not the moral 
courage to avow their sentiments. It is silly to charge 
me with disloyalty to my State. Every thing dear to 
me isin N. C. A very large part of the property of my- 
self and my children, consists of slaves. I wish to re- 
tain them as slaves, believing it best for them, as well as 
for me. I believe the provisions of the Constitution of 
the U. S. a better security to this property, than separate 
Independence; besides I abhor war and would rather sub- 
mit to any thing not degrading, than continue to force 
men to slaughter. 

Besides I believe that a peace on the basis of the Con- 
stitution of the U. S. would be likely to be durable. Men 
would not soon be willing to plunge again into civil war. 

I deem it impolitic, occupying my position, to take a 
prominent part in political questions. It would impair my 
usefulness as Treasurer—and you will therefore consider 
this frank answer to your questions as Confidential.— 

I have no idea that the Govr. will convene the Genl A. 
before May unless he shall be induced to do so by peti- 
tions generally signed by the people. Popular meetings 
will not influence him, because he can’t know who attends 
them :—or unless the legislation of Congress shall make it 
necessary. 


WILMINGTON. 


To William Brown. 
Rareten Feb. 18th 1864. 
Yours of the 10th inst. mailed the 16th is just received. 
Congress passed an Act some months ago exempting 
from conscription, such State officers as were then or might 
be thereafter exempt from military duty by the laws of 
the State. At the extra session of our Assembly in Novr. 
last, an act passed declaring certain officers of the State, 
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among them constables, exempt from military duty. If 
you are a Constable, you are entitled to exemption from 
conscription, unless the new militia bill just passed by Con- 
gress, and not yet published, makes you liable. You will 
probably see this act published in a day or two. 

I have found consolation in all our troubles in the course 
I pursued as the representative of Randolph. Events 
have proved the correctness of my judgment; and I am 
proud that I had the moral courage (at one time certainly, 
without the approval of any body) to do what I could to 
avoid this accursed war. 


NANTUCKET. 


Rarzeign Mar. 2nd 1864. 
My oLp FRIEND 


Mr. Jackson told me when I last saw him that you had 
paid him the amount of a little note I held on Jno. Moon 
and that you wished me to acknowledge the receipt of the 
money. I hereby acknowledge it. 

The continual and enormous changes of the currency, 
with the vast amount of money I have to manage leaves 
me no time to write social letters—scarcely time to give 
an occasional thought to the management of my own prop- 
erty, otherwise you would more frequently hear from me. 

I have time now only to say a few words. I have not 
seen Mr. Holden since he suspended the issue of his paper.’ 
He suspended his paper because he had good reason to 
believe that he could no longer publish it with safety to 
himself or to his property. It is well understood that all 

‘editors and judges and other persons occupying prominent 
positions must support the powers that be, or run the 


1The issue of the Standard was suspended February 24. An 
extra was issued in March to announce his candidacy for governor. 
Regular publication was resumed in May. 


299 


Situation regard- 
ing Holden and 
the Standard. 


300 


Opposing estab- 
lishment of a new 
paper. 


Norra Carorrna HisrorrcaL ComMIssIon. 


chance of arrest and imprisonment, without any chance 
of a trial according to law and until the executive of the 
Confederacy shall think proper. 

Hoke’s brigade were ordered to encamp near this city. 
No one could imagine any other motive for it except the 
suppression of the Standard and repressing the growing 
state of public sentiment. : 

Our destiny now depends entirely on the military power. 
The army generally has enlisted and it has all the power 
and those out of it can do nothing to bring about peace. 
Nobody can say ought against the administration without 
being accused of treason—and perhaps imprisoned. The 
whole North and South are under as perfect a military 
Despotism as ever existed in a civilized country,—I am not 
more depressed than I was at the beginning and shall be 
rejoiced if matters do not grow worse. 


To D. H. Starbuck. 


Rateien Mar. 5th 1864. 

The difficulties which the new currency bill present to 
me as Treas. and the consequent correspondence and con- 
sideration have so engrossed my time that I have been 
unable to give much of my thoughts to your suggestions 
in your letter of the 29th ult as their gravity requires and 
I have time now only to say a few words. 

On your project of getting up a paper I should coneur 
but for this insuperable difticulty—With the Writ of 
Habeas Corpus suspended the editor would be arrested if 
his paper was not a reflex or nearly a reflex of the views 
of Mr. Davis :—or the paper suppressed by a mob. Judge ; 
Pearson, as you will have seen, will not be sustained by 
Judges Battle and Manly. 

The army has been wrought up to enthusiasm. Its offi- 
cers almost unanimously are for a military despotism and 
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the veterans have acquired the habit of obedience to the 
will of their leaders. The will of the army must control 
every thing. If the ballot box be 


[No copy is found of the other sheet. |] 
SALEM. 


Brom D. G. Worth. 
Witmineton, N. C. March 17th 1864. 

I herewith, enclose drft on J. F. Hutchings, Esq. 
County Trustee of Wake for fifteen thousand dollars for 
salt sent to Thos. G. Whitaker, Salt Comr. for Wake. 
Whitaker writes me that he will try and be able to meet 
the dft before 1st April. I wish you to collect it and for- 
ward proceeds in 6 per cent Confederate Bonds of the 
class which the States are privileged to take under the late 
Currency bill. I wrote you some days ago that a party 
from whom I had purchased a lot of corn refused the 
money but offered to take these bonds. I want them to 
pay him. I wrote Whitaker today that he must without 
fail meet this dft in time for you to fund before 1st April. 
I send it in time so that there may be no mistake in its 
reaching you. I have notified him. that you will have 
the dft. 

I also enclose School Warrant No. 10. Deer. 18/63 for 
$1726.57 and H. A. Dowd & J. M.’s check Jany 7/64 for 
$1175.20 which please collect and forward to me by ex- 
press. Please forward in bills under $100. 

I have heard nothing from Genl. Beauregard yet. I 
am surprised at the delay and much worried and annoyed 
about it. One man from whom I purchased 1000 bush. 
corn has been notified not to deliver it until I obtain au- 
thority to export it. I have written Genl B. myself. We 
are all well. Love to all. 
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To P. H. Winston, Jr.* 
Rareicu, Mar. 28th 1864. 


I thank you for your two late letters. The fact I had 
heard before and which you state in your last, that solvent 
men are willing to borrow the present issues, promising 
payment in the new issues a few months hence, proves the 
conviction that the currency is to grow worse; a result of 
the late currency bill which will be far from surprising 
to me. Its basis, is dishonesty—a foundation on which 
all the Richmond authorities delight to build. LLawson’s 
decision adheres to it. The Judiciary is as truckling and 
subservient as legislative bodies. Lincoln and his hosts 
would reduce us to contemptible vassels and our own au- 
thorities seem determined to strip us of every vestige of 
civil liberty—and to reduce us to poverty and starvation. 
My maxim is however never to despair—and my efforts 
shall be employed to this end, both individually and off- 
cially to save what useful fragments I can from the gen- 
eral wreck. There seems to be some manliness left in 
Georgia and good may grow out of it. I think North 
Carolina is losing all spirit and I fear will soon command 
no respect any where, but possibly the iniquity contem- 
plated in attempting to pay us in the currency she deems 
most worthless a debt which in equity ought to be at least 
four-fold greater than we claim, may result in our turn- 
ing over our military and our clothing establishments, in- 
cluding our ships to the Confederaey—or a sale of them 
in some other way to replenish our Treasury. If so, it 


will probably save the State from ultimate insolvency and 


1 Patrick H. Winston, of Bertie, was a member of the Legis’atures 
of 1850 and 1854. In 1861 he was made a member of the State Court 
of Claims. He was later financial agent of the State in its relations 
with the Confederate government. In 1864 he became President of 
the Council of State. He was a member of the Convention of 1865, 
and opposed the candidacy of W. W. Holden for Governor. He was 
prominent in the movement which resulted in Jonathan Worth’s 
election. 
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repudiation. If Holden will withdraw and Govr. Vance 
will take bold ground, which I believe he would, for the 
rights of the State, the Richmond authorities will respect 
us. If Holden remains in the field and Gov. V. to insure 
his election should treat the Destruction with levity, we 
will be despised—and ruined. 

As the Genl A. does not meet until the 3rd Monday of 
May and Congress may take some action for the relief of 
the State, I shall await the benefit of intervening develop- 
ments to shape any recommendation to the Genl A. as to 
the ways and means of supplying the Treasury—and shall 
feel greatly obliged to you for any information you can 
give me from time to time, as to the workings of the cur- 
rency act, or any thing else which may let a ray of light 
into the murky darkness with which my position is sur- 
rounded. 

I am perplexed with some difficulties as to my personal 
affairs, growing out of the tax law, as to which you may 
be able to give me some information. 

I am Prest. of the Cedar Falls Manufacturing Co.— 
Cotton spinning and weaving. Full $ of the capital stock 
of this Co. (and I suppose of all like Companies) consists 
of real estate—factory buildings, machinery attached, 
dwellings for operatives, store-houses, ete. The 1st Sec. 
taxes real estate 5 per cent on its value in 1860 “not herein 
after exempted or taxed at a different rate.’.—The 2nd 
Sec. taxes the shares of stock held in such companies 5 
per cent according to the value of such shares in currency 
at the time of the assessment—Again—the 1st Sec. taxes 
all the personal property of the corporation—Is the whole 
stock taxed—and then the property in which it is in- 
vested—taxed again— ? 

IT have farms in two contiguous counties—the farms 
being near each other. The tithes for both farms were de- 
livered in one of the counties. Am I required to list these 
lands in the counties in which they are situated? If so, 
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I shall have the credit for my tithes in the county in which 
I paid no tithes. 

The tithes I have paid are worth twice as much as the 
taxes on both farms. I have an estate in another county 
of considerable value on which I made no crop last year 
and expect to make none this year. Am I entitled to any 
credit on amount of my tithes, towards the taxes on the 
last mentioned lands ? 

The last mentioned tract of land I [word illegible] is 
in that County. I made no crop on it last year—shall make 
none this year. The value of the tithes I have paid is 
more than equal to the taxes on all my agricultural estate. 
Can I get any credit for my tithes out of the County in 
which they were entered ? 


Ricumonp, Va. 


To David G. Worth. 
RatricH Apl. 21st 1864. 


Yr letter to the Govr in relation to the conscription of 
your croppers, cannot be found. The Govr is out making 
speeches at Fayetteville and elsewhere—will not be back 
before next Monday. His aid, Col. Barnes, would act in 
his behalf, if he could find your letter. He wishes you to 
write again immediately, furnishing the names of the 
hands who have been taken with your certificate stating 
that they are imperatively necessary to your operations, 
in such terms as you think proper. 

Col Barnes promised me that he wguld address Col. 
Mallett and ask that he will desist. 
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To James Russell. 


Rarzies Apl. 22/64 

I have not corn here to last me more than 10 days. I 
have made every effort in my power and cannot buy at any 
price for any sort of money or in exchange for any thing 
I have. I have felt sure till my last visit that my farm 
could have supplied me 300 bushels, and therefore did not 
provide while I might have done so. I have tried the fac- 
tories in Randolph since I saw you. I cannot get a bushel. 
I must keep from starving as long as possible. If you are 
called on for my tithes, I wish you to deliver only 50 
bushels till I further direct. I must try to get off by sup- 
plying 50 bushels of wheat after harvest for 50 bu. of 
corn, or pay the penalty which the government may re- 
quire. In the meantime not another bushel must be paid 
for work or any thing else and you must be as economical 
in the use of it as is consistent with keeping the stock alive 
and the horses in good order. By cutting shucks, etc., 
and grinding corn and mixing you can save some corn. 

When Mack returns I want 20 bushels of the corn 
ground and let Mr. Jackson take the team and bring it 
here. Let the corn be shelled and ground ready so the 
team may not have to stay and eat after it returns, before 
it can start here. Mack will be back soon after this 
reaches you, if not before. The horses Jackson drives will 
not be sent back to the plantation. 

If you have not measured out the 30 bushels of tithe 
wheat I wish you to do so without delay—and after taking 
part for your sow and pigs, let me know about how much 
is left. 


The 2000 lbs pork would make 1400 bacon, but say it 


PMIUNGAR TIER een.) = Se aes os cet 2 Oe Oe ae 1333 
ID acip Olea Os ePIC ee ee eee, es Ser EES aia Stel ee 180 
96 lbs per month for 12 months______---------- 1152 
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There is barely enough to last. It must last. I have 
as many to feed here as at the farm—and had only 1000 
Ibs here. What I bought at Asheboro will be required to 
make up deficiency here. I shall direct that Mack bring 
me 200 lbs middling from Asheboro, for which send me 
200 lbs hams by Jackson. He can bring 200 Ibs and the 
meal from twenty bushels of corn. 

Feed the cows no more with meal, unless to keep them 
alive. I give up the butter project. 


To W.W. Holden. 


Raveien Apl. 23rd 1864. 
W. W. Howpen, Esqr. : 

Dear Str:—The kind personal relation existing between 
Govr. Vance and myself and between you and myself and 
the firm conviction that a breach between you would be 
detrimental to the public good made me hope such collision 
would be avoided, until Gov. Vanee’s Wilkesboro speech 
was published and you became a candidate; and I have 
still hoped that some means of reconciliation might be 
found, and hence have avoided taking any part in the con- 
test. J presume the immediate cause of your declaring 
yourself a Candidate was the changed tone of the Govr. in 
that speech on the suspension of the Habeas Corpus—and 
the general drift of the speech importing to the Convention 
party the purpose of seceding from the Confederacy and 
re-constructing. This imputation, so far as apphed to 
you, or any considerable number of your friends, was not 
warranted by any thing you had said, so far as I know. 
You had a thousand times affirmed the reverse. A very 
small number, until lately, hoped for re-construction. You 
have all the time opposed it—None cam now entertain 
this. It is probable you may have felt that Gov. V. kas 
not extended to you the protection you had a right to ex- 
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pect. If your information [is] that Hoke’s Brigade was 
about to be stationed here with Gov. Vance’s approval just 
before you suspended your paper, the presumption was a 
probable one that it sprung from hostility to you.— 

I perceive you publish Stephen’s speech with approval. 
I regard it as the most statesman-like and conclusive argu- 
ment on ail the points he touches, which has appeared 
since the war began. I perceive by the editorial of the 
Governor’s paper and what I hear from other sources, that 
the Governor fully and heartily endorses it, and says his 
softened tone in his Wilkesboro speech was intended to 
soothe an excited community. From what I hear I pre- 
sume he will put himself right on the peace and Habeas 
Corpus questions by the publication of his correspondence 
with the President and his next message to the Genl As- 
sembly. If he should do so—the difference between you 
on the questions of public interest will be narrowed down 
to the Convention question, an issue at present, not war- 
ranting a contest; and as to any personal alienation, I 
trust the Governor and you might, by mutual explanations, 
be restored to your former relations. 

Now I submit to you whether the adoption by the Govr. 
of Stephen’s speech—and his explanation of his softened 
tone on Habeas Corpus in his Wilkesboro speech, espe- 
cially if accompanied by the publication of a manly remon- 
strance against the Habeas Corpus Act, made to the Presi- 
dent in anticipation of the passage of the Act, would not 
warrant you in withdrawing your name on the ground of 
his rectified position,—I have the highest possible respect 
for your judgment—and especially for your knowledge of 
public opinion in N. C. It appears to me, especially with 
proper explanations of my personal grounds of opinion, if 
there be any, that there is an opportunity for you to place 
yourself on higher grounds of personal popularity than 
you ever occupied, at the same time cementing the con- 
servative party and inflicting on your enemies a most. fa- 
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tal blow. The Destructionists have disapproved Stephen’s 
speech—have justified the suspension of Habeas Corpus— 
and if you and the Govr. were reconciled, would fall the 
flattest that ever party did fall—And your generosity 
would give you a popularity insuring to you any position 
you may desire—I think you might be elected our next 
Govr., almost by acclamation. At present I regard the re- 
sult of the election as dependent on the opening military 
campaign. 

I have had no conference on these views with the Govr. 
or any body else, save a few words with our friend B. F. 
Moore. I beg you to consider them and if there be any 
thing in them meeting your approval: or you can suggest 
any other mode of avoiding a contest which I am per- 
suaded is as unpleasant to you, as it is likely to be dam- 
aging to the success of our great and patriotic party, I 
shall be glad to give my aid in carrying it out—but if 
there be no mode of avoiding the contest, I shall feel un- 
willing, on personal and political considerations, to take 
a decided part in this most unfortunate division. 

Yours very truly and respectfully 
JonaTHAN WortTH 


I have not made known to any person whatsoever that 
I had it in contemplation to write this letter or in any 
other way to communicate with you on the subject. 


To J. J. Jackson. 
Rareien April 25 1864. 


* * * * * * * 

The Yankees made a raid a few days ago on the State 
Salt Works—burnt up the tools and houses—damaged the 
steam engine and carried of 47 of the hands. David 
writes that they were forced off. Rumors that they went 
willingly he says, are without color of foundation. They 
fired on those who escaped. 


a 
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To J. J. Jackson. 
Rarrien, May 30th, 1864. 


You will have perceived that the General Assembly has 
adjourned, but such a bill as [Name illegible] wishes ~ 
would not pass. It would be unconstitutional and our 
Gen’] Assembly still exhibits some respect for constitution- 
ality. 

After the publication of Gov. Vance’s letters to the 
Prest. on peace and the Habeas Corpus, I see no cause to 
H.* for continuing in the field, and I think V’s friends 
who were becoming alienated, have generally expressed 
their satisfaction. HH. had not ten avowed supporters in 
the Gen’] A. I now think V. will be elected by an in- 
creased majority. Unless you can make up your mind 
decidedly for V., I think you had better not be a candi- 
date. If you find that this will be right and that you can 
carry the county with you, I think the canvass will benefit 
you, and if you have a satisfactory assurance of not losing 
your office, I think you had better run. 

If you decide to run I will use my influence by writing 
to a few of my old friends. If you do not, I shall prob- 
ably remain silent. 


To Wilham A. Graham. 
Rareieu, June 8th, 1864. 
On 21st Apl. a party of sailors crossed the sound in 
boats, burned some of the stables etc. belonging to the 
State salt works and captured and carried off 47 of the 
hands. My son D. G. Worth is Salt Commissioner. He 
writes me that the damage done amounts to about $10,- 
000.00. The party departed in such haste, fearing an 
attack, that the damage was comparatively small and 


1 W. W. Holden. 
2 William A. Graham was at this time a Confederate Senator. 
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has been repaired. On the next day, Gen. Whiting had 
a notice served on him in the following words: 

“The Major General commanding directs that the State 
Salt Works will no longer be carried on on Masonboro 
Sound. That if it is necessary for these works to be car- 
ried on you will move them to such a point on the Cape 
Fear River as the commanding general may select. Signed 
by Jas.~H. Hill, Major and A. A. G.” 

My son-communicated this order immediately to Gov. 
Vance, stating that there was no place on the Cape Fear 
where the works could be carried on with success and con- 
sequently that obedience to the order amounted to an 
abandonment of the works. On the 27th, Apl. the Gov. 
replied, directing him to continue the work where he was, 
and at the same time he wrote to Gen. Whiting asking 
him by what authority and for what reason he had issued 
the aforesaid order. My son, supposing that he would 
not be interrupted, went on with his work with several flats 
by which he greatly cheapened the expense of getting wood 
and had everything going on harmoniously and success- 
fully, and heard nothing more from Gen. Whiting or the 
Gov. on the subject till the day before yesterday when Gen. 
W. had an order served on him, stating that he had learned 
the works, ordered to be stopped some time ago are still 
running and notifying him that they must run no longer. 
This order he has sent today to the Gov., who is in the 
western part of the State and probably will not receive it 
in some days. 

On going to the Goy’s clerk today I found a reply from 
Gen. Whiting, dated 29th, Apl. in which he states as the 
ground of his order that he had good reason to believe 
that many of the salt hands were in correspondence with 
the enemy, that the day’s capture was brought about by 
them, that with regard to the men employed at the salt 
works, whose place I think should be supplied by negroes, 
I have called the attention of the Conscript Bureau to 
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them. The authority to detail them is, I believe, vested 
im War Department, and by it in the commanding gen- 
eral. I do not find that the Gov. returned an answer to 
the letter, nor did he advise my son further on the sub- 
ject. 

In Gen. W’s letter of the 22, Apl. apprising the Gov. 
[next page illegible} And continue to produce it at a 
cost of about one half the market price. There are a large 
number of mules, wagons, ete belonging to the State. 
Those near the coast having been used up, individuals will 
not hazard the expense of making flats and little salt is 
now made by individual enterprise. 

If the old works shall not be captured and should pro- 
duce enough, it could not be distributed for want of trans- 
portation. The works can be immediately closed and re- 
imburse all the money the State has advanced and has 
supplied salt at prices saving $600,000.00 to customers. 

I know not what my son will do but suppose he will de- 
cline to remove the works until the Gov. can be heard 
from, and in the meantime may be put under military 
arrest. 

Whether you can do anything to arrest this high-handed 
proceeding I know not, but I have thought it expedient to 
inform you of the facts. 

T am more beset with the difficulties of managing the 
Treasury than I ever have been; and considering the 
cares and responsibilities of my position and that my sal- 
ary will not supply a half bushel of corn per day, I do not 
feel over comfortable. 


Ricumonp, Va. 
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To David G. Worth. 
Rareicu, June 8th, 1864. 


Gov. Vance is in the western part of the State and your 
communication may not reach him for some days. Col. 
Little says he has sent a telegram to him, apprising him 
of Gen. Whiting’s order. You ought not to obey the 
order till you hear from the Goy., and you ought respect- 
fully to insist on the Gen. that, as you are a State officer, 
that he ought not to require you to break up a great State 
work, until you have the sanction of the Gov. If he in- 
sist upon immediate obedience before you can hear from 
the Gov., respectfully decline to obey and let him put 
you and your men under guard, if he thinks proper. Keep 
cool !—And request him to bring the proof of any tamper- 
ing with the enemy by any of your men, and if such proof 
be made, turn them over. 

I will write you more fully tomorrow. AI] well. 

If you disband before you hear from the Goy. you will 
be censured. 


To C. R. Thomas. 


Raverau, June 10/64. 

I understood, and believe I saw in the papers, that the 
report of the State Salt Comr was ordered to be printed 
by the Senate, and learn from the State printer that it 
was sent down to him to be printed and the type partly 
set up, when it was withdrawn and not afterwards returned 
to him. It contains important facts in relation to these 
works, which Gen] Whiting is endeavoring to break up— 
if he has not broken them up. 

1 Charles R. Thomas, of Carteret, was a Whig member of the Con- 
vention of 1861. In 1864 he was elected Secretary of State. After 
the war he was President of the Atlantic and North Carolina Rail- 
road. In 1868, as a Republican, he was elected a Judge of the Supe- 


rior Court. He was elected to Congress in 1870 and again in 1872. 
After 1876 he was a Democrat. 
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I presume the document was withdrawn by the Com. to 
which it was referred—and by oversight not returned to 
the Printer. Can you not get it into his hands? If 
placed in his hands it should be done without delay. 


GoOLDsBoRo. 


To D. G. Worth. 
Rareren, June 10/64. 
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I feel much solicitude as to the progress of Genl Whit- Relating to aftains 
at the State salt 


ing’s high handed course. I think of no further suggestion works. 
that I can make but will send you copies of Genl Whiting’s 
letters to the Govr, so far as I can find them. From one 
of the copies, you will see that he refers to a letter of the 
22nd Apl. This is not recorded, as the others are, in the 
Govr’s letter book and his clerk says he has not seen it. 

If Whiting breaks up the works it will raise a storm 
throughout the State. I cannot suppose that the Govr will 
yield to his demand, because such yielding would bring a 
storm on him. It is his duty to see the laws executed. The 
pretext that the disloyalty of many of your hands endan- 
gers the safety of Wilmington, and therefore warrants 
him in breaking up a State work, will not do. With the 
Writ of Habeas Corpus suspended and the interpretation 
put on the Act by the Prest., Genl W. can order the ar- 
rest of any body whom he suspects, without any oath as 
to probable cause. He can stop the work by arresting all— 
or cripple it by arresting in part. Let him have those 
arrested whom he suspects, and if he can show that there 
has been any complicity by any of them with the enemy 
or any communication with the enemy or any other con- 
duct inconsistent with their allegiance to the State or the 
Confederacy, they would be properly detained—and you 
would not retain any to whom just grounds of suspicion 
should attach. 

I regard Genl W.’s order as a great injury and insult 
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to the State and that you ought not to yield obedience to 
it till the Govr shall be heard from, even if you are put 
under arrest. 

If the Govr should yield, still he has no power to re- 
move you and there would be much for you to do for some 
months to come in winding up the business and making 
what salt you can on the River. 

If the Govr should yield to let him take such part of 
your hands as he may choose as conscripts, (a supposition 
not at all probable) still you would have a right and it 
would be your duty to impress free negroes and hire 
slaves and do all you can until the Genl Assembly may 
act. The Govr. has no power over the Salt Works. He 
can’t order them discontinued. His sole duty is to see 
the law executed. So in continuing to execute your duty 
as well as you can, you will sustain your own dignity, and 
deserve the respect of the State. If the failure of the 
Govr to do his duty shall cause you to resign in disgust, 
the vacancy would have to be filled and would probably be 
filled by some tool of Genl W. and in a very short time 
you would be in the ranks of the army and mortified and 
derided for deserting an honorable and responsible duty 
to the State. Keep cool, therefore, and act prudently 
and all will round up right. 

I have written to Govr. Graham, giving him a full ac- 
count of the matter. 

We are all tolerably well. 


[P. S.J—It is remarkable that the Govr did not an- 
swer Genl W’s letter of the 22nd or 29th and never re- 
ferred to either of them in any of my interviews with him. 

I have obtained these copies from the Govr’s letter book. 
It is barely possible that he may consider the correspond- 
ence confidential. I communicate these only for your 
personal information. 


WILMINGTON. 
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To Ze Bi Vance. 


Rareien June 30th 1864. 

As your attention is necessarily distracted by imnumer- 
able cases, allow me to submit my views as to the Salt 
works—briefly and in writing because you are continually 
so surrounded with Company that I can see no other fit 
mode of doing it. If you deem them of any importance 
J will confer with you, if you desire it, at any time which 
may suit you. 

The Salt works are in operation under an ordinance of 
the Convention which contemplated the continuance of 
this operation so long as the war and the blockade con- 
tinue. It was well known that slave labor or other labor 
could not be had to carry on the work, and produce salt 
at prices in reach of the poor, except by the inducement 
of military exemption. The Convention therefore ex- 
empted them. 

The $100,000 appropriated for this object has all been 
drawn and salt has been made and distributed at prices, 
saving to the people over $600,000, and the works can go 
on at their present location without further aid from the 
Treasury, if the hands are not enlisted. There are some 
two hundred of them.employed in cutting wood, trans- 
porting it and the salt, procuring and transporting sup- 
plies, ete. The works must stop if the hands are con- 
scripted or the works removed, there being no other eligible 
location, and no means adequate to meet the expense of 
removal. 

Genl Whiting says the works must not be continued at 
their present location because he is satisfied the hands are 
disloyal and communicate with the enemy. 

The Salt Comr. says he has investigated this charge and 
that he can find no evidence on which it rests. If Genl 
Whiting has evidence warranting his belief, he should 
have the parties accused, arrested—and the evidence pro- 
duced. If the evidence is only strong enough to warrant 
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suspicion, then a small military force should be placed 
there to prevent intercourse with the enemy and to detect 
and bring to punishment any who may attempt it—and 
if Genl W. prefer it, let the State furnish this force. 

It will throw the whole operation into fatal confusion, 
if the present uncertainty hang over it. At present the 
hands regard themselves as under your protection. When 
enrolling officers threaten to conscript them, in violation 
of what they consider their rights, it begets hatred towards 
the Government. I understand that so far from being 
disloyal, they will almost unanimously vote for you; but 
if they are conscripted they will feel injured and may en- 
deavor by desertion or otherwise to escape service. If they 
were fighting men they would not be salt hands. They 
will make poor soldiers. 

The vital interests of the State seem to me to require 
that you exert your whole power and authority to protect 
the works, both by addressing Whiting, Mallett, and the 
See. of War. 

I mention that fact that the hands will vote for you, as 
an evidence of their loyalty—and not for the purpose of 
having any influence on your action. I know that it ought 
not and will not have any such influence. 


To D. G. Worth. 


Rarrien, July 4th 1864. 

From Mr. Collin’s letter to you of the 30th ult., which 
I opened, I perceive that he sent by Express on that day 
$22,500 to be exchanged for new issue. It has not come 
to hand. | 

Mr. Walton paid me to-day for you $1200 on acct of 
debt due you from Burke—says he will pay more as soon 
as he can collect. Shall I send it by Express—or can you 
realise by drawing on me? 


7 
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Send me 4 sacks salt to care of J. A. Worth—Fayette- 
ville—Unless you think it will reach me here by R. R. 
I prefer that it be sent here, if it is pretty certain to come 
through without delay. 

I have sent the two blank $3 bills to Lawson to sign 
and forward to you. 

Nothing new save what you will see in papers. 

The Govr. told me to-day that he would write to Sec. 
of War before he leaves on next tour. All well. 


[P. S.]—Just as I had finished this letter your package 
arrived, containing $22,500 old issue-——The amt you cer- 
tified as being on hand on 1st Apl was $41,300—half of 
which is $20,650, which sum, together with the $1200 
from Walton I send you this day by Express. You will 
have to send enough old issue to get your $15000 in Con. 
6 per cent bonds—to-wit $13,150 more. 


WILMINGTON. 


To Joseph A. Worth. 
Rarrien July 7/64. 
Yours of the 6th came to hand to-day. I will endeavor 
to write mother by the next mail which will reach her. It 
is not true that I am for Holden, but it is true that I feel 
no hostility to him, personal or political; and I do not 
believe he wishes to close the war by submission or other 
degrading concessions. Unhappily for me I have never 


been able to see, or to fancy I could see, any prosperity in 


the early future of this Country, whether our arms were 
successful or unsuccessful: but present universal misery 
and destruction stare every body in the face. I have as 
much abhorrence for war as any Quaker. I regard it 
wholesale murder—and hence I hate the accursed Abo- 
litionists and the scarcely less accursed Secessionists who 
brought on this war, and would trust neither. The election 
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of Goy. V. will be a triumph to the latter faction, and will, 
I fear, place them again in the ascendant in this State. I 
feel no zeal in the election and intend to take no active 
part in it. The most reliable and zealous supporters of 
Gov. V., ave the most ultra fire-eaters. J fear them in our 
camp. With these views I cannot view the election of H. 
with the horror you do. The affairs of State—its business 
affairs—-would be far better managed under H., than they 
now are. I could vote with zeal for Ramsey, Graham, 
Judge Pearson and others. I feel no zeal in this election. 
But for the past history of H. I should vote for him. The 
personal relations between me and the two candidates are 
cordial and I am influenced solely by my desire to pro- 
mote the publie good. 

I will write Roxana as to her taxes. The collection of 
taxes on agricultural property is suspended till the next 
tithes are paid and then a credit is allowed to the amt of 
such tithes, but nothing is to be allowed for the amt such 
tithes may exceede the tax. 

I wish I had time to write more at length, as there 
would be no danger of afflicting you with the gloom al- 
ways troubling me since this wicked war was begun. 

I think Genl Whiting will be allowed to break up the 
State Salt Works. The Govr. makes, as I think, but a 
feeble effort to prevent this calamity and insult to the 
State. He protests earnestly. This is disregarded. He 
is so engrossed with the election and the influence of his 
late opponents so essential to his suecess that he can be- 
stow little thought on the loss of salt works; and a col- 
hision with Richmond would dampen the ardor of his new- 
born friends.—So, I think the salt-works will be sacri- 
ficed—How then is the State to get salt? Whiting says 
negroes must make the salt, which you know is nonsense. 

I can’t go to Wilmington. 
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To Z. B. Vance. 


Raveicu July Sth 1864. 

I reed to-day from my son a letter in which he says he 
delivered to Genl Whiting your letter more than a week 
ago, and that he had heard nothing from him—and re- 
questing me to see if he had answered you. Col. Barnes 
read his answer to you. He says the works may go on till 
the Sec. of War can be heard from—but that wood must 
be supplied by other means than flats: that he is filling the 
channels of the sound with torpedoes: that while salt is 
necessary to the people of the State, that Wilmington is 
not only important to the State but to the Confederaey— 
and that all the population on the sound must be removed: 
that the State works ought to be carried on by slave labor 
as he says the works owned by individuals are. An indi- 
vidual may take a few of his own trusted slaves to work 
under his own government and with a view to enormous 
profits. The State can get none. So the substance is that 
the works are to be stopped by the holding of the flats 
and the hands conscripted if the Sec. of War shall not re- 
verse his orders—which upon the facts now before him, 
he is not likely to do. Col. Barnes showed me your letter 
to the See. of War. This does not explain why slave labor 
cannot be employed—and it does not show that the flats 
are indispensable—The See. upon the facts before him, 
will act on the supposition that the works can go on with- 
out the flats and without exempts. 

My son writes that the State is now losing $500 a day 
for want of the flats. 

T communicate these facts to show that something must 
be done immediately. If the Confederacy is to contemn 
an ordinance of the State Convention, establishing these 
works and exempting from military service the hands em- 
ployed, and in opposition to your will—what is the Comr 
to do with the mules, wagons and other property ? 

It was your wish that my son should go to Richmond to 
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make a full showing of the facts. It is said the Road is 
now open. Had you not better write to my son a letter of 
introduction to the See. of War and ask him to go at once 
to Richmond to make a full showing of the facts ¢ 


Dopson. 


To D. G. Worth. 
Rareies July 8/64. 

Yours of the 7th inst. is received. I have seen Col. 
Barnes who promises to write you to-day giving you the 
substance of Genl W.’s reply to the Govr.’s letter. He says 
the works may go on till the answer of the Sec. of War 
shall be received but that other means than flats must be 
used to get wood: that he is having the sound filled with 
torpedoes: this fact Col. Barnes deems a military secret 
and did not authorise me to communicate it to you. If 
it be true, you probably know it from other sources. 

I fear the permission to go on, coupled with the refusal 
to allow you the use of the flats, will amount to nothing. 
You may possibly be able to keep a part of your force em- 
ployed and let the rest go home on furlough or remain at 
home on extended furlough until the See. of War shall be 
heard from, to whom, on the 4th inst. the Govr wrote, a 
short but emphatic letter. It does not show the necessity 
of using the flats, nor the impossibility of having the work 
done by slave labor. If the Sec. of War shall act, it will 
be upon the facts furnished by Whiting—and his decision 
will no doubt be sustamed. The Govr. ought to request 
you to go to Richmond and see the Sec. of War. If the 
road is open and George Davis be in Richmond to intro- 
duce you, you had better go at once; or if Davis be in 
Wilmington, you could represent to him the Govr’s wish 
that you should have gone some ten days ago, which you 


would have done if the road had been open and I take it 


for granted that Davis would give you a letter of introduc- 
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tion and perhaps express his conviction that the works 
ought to go on, and that if so, that flats are indispensible 
and that military exempts must be used. 

The Govr will think little of any thing but the election 
till it shall be over and will not be here, nor at a point to 
be quickly reached by mail, for some time to come. 

You will see Moody’s letter in the Progress of to-day 
charging you with the attempt to influence your hands to 
vote for Vance as the consideration for their exemption. I 
merely call your attention to it, and make no suggestion 
as to what-attention, or whether any, it is expedient for you 
to give to it—as I am ignorant as to his motives, or the 
color he may have for the charge. 


To Jos. Newlin. 
Rareren July 12th 1864. 


Likes and dislikes are always mutual—Randolph has 
always honored me and [I shall always feel a deeper interest 
in her welfare than any other people. I know nothing as 
to the views of any of my Randolph friends in the coming 
election. I lament the collision between V and H.—It is 
painful to me to be forced to choose between them. I 
would vote for many men in the State greatly in preference 
to either of them. The choice being narrowed down to the 
two I expect to vote for V—but I would not, if I could, 
influence others. In my present position I deem it un- 
wise to take an active part, but I deem it of the utmost 
importance that able and virtuous men should be elected 
to the Genl A.—and I regard it as probable that a ma- 
jority of Randolph will go for H.—as I should be, if he 
had always been a consistent and fair politician. If they 
are for H., will this preference make them vote against 
Robins and brother Milton? It ought not. The prefer- 
ence of the County candidates as to Govr. ought not to be 
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the sole point on which votes should turn. It does not be- 
come me to urge the claims of my brother—but as to Rob- 
ins whom I know better than you I will say that 1 should 
deem it most unfortunate if he were not re-elected. IL 
think he is as honest and honorable a man as I know any 
where and a man of excellent understanding and acquire- 
ments, and considering his diffidence and modesty he ac- 
quired an enviable standing among the members of the last 
Assembly, capable appreciating merit. I think I know 
that he views with as much horror as I do, those who 
brought on the wicked and silly war which has desolated 
this once happy country. If you cannot concur with him 
in his preference for V., it alone ought not to make you 
cast him off. 

You are a ready newsman and a cool man. If you have 
leisure, let me know how my old friends are disposed to 
act in this election. 


To A. M. Tomlinson. 


Rareieu July 13th 1864. 

Happening to have a little leisure this morning I avail 
myself of it to inquire of you how you think Randolph 
will go in the coming election. I inquire of you because 
I know you always keep cool. I abstain from using any 
influence, if I have any, in the Govr’s election. It is with 
great misgivings that I can decide for myself. I would 
influence nobody else. Goy. V. has always been a Whig. 
I believe the old Whig party contained more virtues and 
intelligence than any other. Democracy I abhor. Holden 
has been on all sides and has abused every body distin- 
guished for virtue or intelligence, but for the past three 
years and at present I find more to approve, and less to 
disapprove in his course than that of Govr V.’s. I am 
satisfied the business operations of the State would be much 
better conducted under H. than they now are. I am on 
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terms of personal friendship with both. All the wicked 
men who brought on this ruinous war are for V—zealously 
for him.—I¢ he shail be elected principally by their votes. 
he will necessarily use his patronage and influence to give 
them influence in State affairs. If the old Whigs stand 
by him, he will probably respect their views. I owe V 
much for a great personal favor which he granted to me 
which was not only consistent with the public good, but 
decidedly promotive of it. Under all the circumstances 
I think I shall vote for Govr. V.—but I am not willing 
my name should be used to influence others:—but I feel 
anxious as to your representation in the Genl Assembly. It 
was never more important. I am confident that many of 
the friends of Robins and Br Milton will disapprove their 
advocacy of Goy. V. but they are certainly able to render 
more service to the public than their opponents, and unless 
their views on momentous questions are disapproved, their 
vote for Govr ought not to operate for or against them. 
It does not become me to speak even to you in favor of my 
brother—but I may not improperly say that I know no 
citizen of the County superior to Robins in intelligence, 
judgment and aequirements—and I know no one any 
where more honorable and upright. 

As to the Senate, Mebane is my personal friend and in- 
tellectually superior, I presume, to Dr. Black, but ex- 
cessively lazy and inefficient—and as Speaker of the Sen- 
ate, very unacceptable to many of our friends, on account 
of the manner in which he constitutes committees—for in- 
stance on the Habeas Corpus question, the exemption from 
military service, etc., he appointed, as I learn from Mr. 
Boyden, a majority favoring Prest. Davis’s views. If 
Black is a man of fair intelligence the district, as I think, 
would not suffer by a change; but this is in strict confi- 
dence. 

I am utterly indifferent as to members to be elected in 
reference to myself, I have no anxiety to be re-elected 
Treasr. and am undecided whether I will again accept the 
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appointment. If the Genl A. shall continue its suicidal 
policy of keeping up a large military force at the expense 
of the State, including its commissary and other military 
bureaus—and shall continue the clothing establishments 
and blockade running the finances of the State will not 
long be manageable. I shall show up their operations and 
demonstrate in my next annual report, that they are un- 
necessary in a military point of view, and disastrous in a 
pecuniary one—and if the State choose to continue them, 
I think I shall not be voluntary helmsman when the Legis- 
lative power forces the Ship of State into the breakers. 
My salary is as nothing and I am totally indifferent as to 
re-election. , 

I have spun this longer than I expected. Randolph has 
always honored me and I feel more interest in her people 
than I do in any other—and would like to hear from you 
at your convenience. 

If you speak of this letter, not intended for the public, 
what you say will be perverted. 

If not inconvenient to you, please make and send to care 
of Danl Worth Co. Shops the following shoes for my ne- 
groes: 


1 pr man’s No. 8 
9 ce “ e 9 
ah “ “ “ 10 
1 “ oe as ath 


Liss WwoMmaIs< sod 


I will pay in currency—or if you prefer you may have 
pay in cotton yarn or factory sheeting, at what you deem 
an equivalent. 
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To Dr. J. J. Hamlin. 


Raxrieu, July 13/64. 

I mean that the note which I receive must be payable in 
good and lawful money. I would of course receive any 
good money—specie or the notes of our Banks when they 
resume specie payments. I would not expect payment til! 
a reasonable time after a treaty of peace and the restora- 
tion of a sound currency. 

You could have the wheat straw and the last stack of 
hay on the place, if we trade. 

I can give you no news except what you will see in our 
daily papers—and the fact that we sent from Wilmington 
a few days ago some 4 armed steamers with some 500 sol- 
diers and a large supply of arms to go round to Fort Look- 
out and take the place by surprise and liberate some 12000 
of our men held there as prisoners. Our steamers got 
safely through the blockade. 


ASHEBORO. 


To I. Jarrett. 
Rareien July 16th 1864. 


I requested you to send me the keg of whiskey, without 
regard to price, but it did not occur to me that it would 
cost so much as $100. per gallon. JI have no income which 
will warrant me in indulging in the luxury of drinking 
good whiskey at this cost. If you have not sent it off, 
please don’t send it. I can’t pay my taxes, etc. and con- 
tinue my habit of an occasional drink. If I have ocea- 
sioned any inconvenience or cost to you in procuring a keg, 
let me know the amount and I will remit it. 


HunrtTSsvVILLeE. 
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To John M. Worth. 
Raveieu, Aug. 3/64. 


* * * % * % * 

Forecast of the I don’t believe you and Robins* will be beaten. Hol- 
election. ; 
: den’s strength is every where weaker than was supposed. 
I now doubt whether he and his ticket will carry the State. 
All well. 
To D. G. Worth. : 
Rarrieu, Aug. 6th 1864. 

Relations of I have not heard a word as to the status of your works 


Vance and Worth. 


since you left here. I asked the Govr. He said he had 
heard that you and Whiting had got matters settled, but 
that he said nothing to Whiting on the subject when he 
was in Wilmington. I am anxious to hear how the matter 
stands. 

The Govyr. is quite cordial with me. Has been and taken 
a sitting with me two or three times within the past three 
days. He said he had seen a statement that the salt hands 
had voted 53 for Holden and 3 for him. He considered 
this shabby in them after all his efforts to protect them. I 
told him of your surprise and mortification. It was un- 


fortunate. 
* * + x * * * 


Br. Milton wrote me this week that he would take my 
Cane Creek place on my terms and I have answered ac- 
cepting. Whether I will buy a place near here or what I 
will do, is undecided. 

All well— 


™M.S8. Robins, of Randolph county. 
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To J. J. Jackson. 


Raveteu August 16/64. 

[The first part of this letter is illegible. ] 

I see no notice of the kind in the papers and doubt 
whether he has issued them. It will be characteristic if the 
Mills, Rail Roads, gin shops, factories, salt works, ete. are 
all stopped. I would see Mallett—but deem it useless. If 
Govr. B. and Govr. V. could not operate on him, my inter- 
ference would be worse than idle. If the order is not re- 
voked, it will be. Insanity alone could sustain it: but I 
think it would be best for the parties to yield obedience— 
he will probably disapprove every petition when the peti- 
tioners disregard this order. 

Gov. V. says he claims exemption under the act of last 
session for all State officers irrespective of the date of his 
appointment. 


To D. G. Worth. 
Ragen, Aug. 20th 1864. 


The delays of the Govr are exceedingly annoying to you. 
They spring from no indifference but the want of business 
habits and the pressure of many responsible duties. He 
seems determined to protect the works. 

It is not probable that I can meet you at Roxana’s. I 
will try to send Corinna and Dr. Roberts down and should 
be delighted to go myself. I have bought a place about 6 
miles from here. I must get hands, tools, etc. moved to 
sow wheat and oats. Removals are annoying pie I think 
I am getting fixed about right. 

The Govr. told me he had reed your letter and had or- 
dered one Company of troops placed under Whiting’s 
order—but that he required two companies. He says he 
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will have it fixed somehow. Be patient as possible and 
write him so often as you can consistent with your sense of 
propriety. 

My place is about 6 miles from here—188 acres—about 
half cleared and fenced into 5 fields—plenty of good oak 
and hickory and pine wood—good peach orchard in bearing 
condition—a few bearing and many recently planted apple 
trees—a small neat frame dwelling and all needful out 
houses in good order—the soil nice to cultivate and mod- 
erately productive—about 8 or 10 acres first rate bottom— 
the road to the place excellent. Can have excellent meadow 
with little labor. I paid $15,00Q. Confederate for it. 


WILMINGTON. 


To W. F. Brookshire.* 
RareicuH, Aug. 27/64. 


Yours of the 20th inst was reed yesterday and the requi- 
sition filed for your friend R. A. James—and to-day I 
got the cloth and shirts which are in my office, subject to 
your order. I paid for the articles $75 by drft on Geo. 
MeNeill for this to be on your account, and I have written 
to him appraising him of the draft. 

I paid for the making of a suit for a son of Andrew 
Hunt (I forget his rank) $350. I mention it, because our 
tailors may have less money than others whom your friend 
may find. 

I shall always be glad to serve you or any other North 
Carolinian in the service. We are rejoicing over the vic- 
tory of the 25th inst. won almost exclusively by N. C. 
troops—and extremely solicitous to hear from our friends 
in the fight. 


Pretersspure, Va. 


1A member of the 50th N. C. Regiment, then in Kirkland’s Bri- 
gade, Holt’s Division, A. N. V. 
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7 0 Jo. L. Brown. 


Rarries Aug. 29/64. 
Yours of the 29th inst has been recd. Sn ALA 
Judge Person’s old seat is labeled for him for Session '? esis!ature. 
1864-65. 
I hold [legible] for you the seat situated closely on 
Judge Parson’s left. The seat on your left had a label 
lying loose on it. You had the name of one of your col- 
leagues on it—E. C. Grier. Presuming it had been se- 
leeted for him by some friend and knowing the label would 
be blown away I took the liberty of attaching it with gum 
arabic, and selected and labeled for W. T. Shipp, that seat 
on [tlegzble] left, being one seat from the South and which 
is labeled for [zllegible]. The seats in front of your view 
are all secured as well as a very large number throughout 
the Hall. Mr. Cunningham had neglected Col. Young’s 
request. I am glad to have succeeded in securing for you 
and Mr. Shipp the seats you desired. 


To his Daughter. 
Rareren, September 12th 1864. 


% *% % % % % % 


I have a strong impression that Lincoln will send Far- Predicting, 
ragut and his fleet before long to capture Wilmington; and mington. 
if I were David should want few negroes in Wilmington. 
Danl Worth wanted to buy such a negro as Wesley some 
years ago. He has plenty of cotton on hand and other re- 
sources. He might buy him or hire him. 
We are all well and no news save what you will see in 


the papers. 
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To Capt. R. Bingham. 
Raxeieu, Sep. 16th 1864. 

Yours of the 10th inst. came to hand yesterday and I 
immediately filed your requisition for clothing which is re- 
turned to me with the following endorsement “Capt Bing- 
ham can purchase 12 months from date of first purchase 
or Feb. 15th 1865.” 

If I can do anything further for you in this or any other 
matter, I will gladly oblige you. 

The military sky does not look bright. An expectation 
has got abroad that Gen] Lee will shortly attack Grant 
with the view not only of dislodging him from his position, 
but of capturing his army. Such a result would probably 
end the war, but cannot be hoped for unaccompanied by 
the loss of many of our soldiers. We shall feel intense 
anxiety on account of our friends and Country. 


To H. E. Colton. 


Rareieu Sep. 20/64. 

Yours of the 18th inst is received. I am much obliged 
for the brandy sent in as well as that you propose to send. 
Having none on hand I deemed that which was delivered 
very good. 

If you still want any lead pipe you may have it for what 
you deem an equivalent in scuppernong brandy, which I 
like better than the blackberry. 

If you run for clerk of the Commons I shall wish you 
success and you will have my influence, as far as I can with 
propriety exert it. J had not heard that Tucker was a Can- 
didate or that you had any other opposition—but I have 
heard complaints as to your dilatoriness in supplying your 
Journal to the Printer—and the expression of the opinion 
by several that you could not be re-elected. I will make 
further inquiry. If it is not necessary to keep you out of 
the army I should think the position very undesirable to 
you. 
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To Worth and Co. 


Raxeten, Sept. 23 1864. 

A part of the $45,000. in Confederate 8’s will be sent 
you from Fayetteville—the rest from here. Tucker & Co. 
hold them at 127. 

I inclose 6 per cent certificates with my endorsement, 
issued for $600. on 29 May by W. G. Broadfoot to pay 
my S. C. tax. I think I heretofore wrote to you that W. 
I. Graham, Conway’s, S. C., would list our land for us 
and pay the tax, and I hope you have written him to do 
so. It should be listed at the amount paid Reeves, $30,- 
000. for the whole land and still. If so this certificate I 
inclose will pay my half. Ask Graham to list it for us 
for County and State taxes whenever necessary and to 
appraise you of the amount to be paid—and to draw on 
you for the amt, including the fee he may charge us, if 
any thing. If you have not attended to it, don’t delay. 
We may subject ourselves to heavy penalty by delay. 

Govr. Vance never mentions the Salt Works and I 
presume never thinks of them save when the subject is 
brought to his attention, which I have forborne to do lately. 
It is now less than two months till the meeting of the Genl 
Assembly, when it is to be hoped something efficient may 
be done. 

I fear you have failed to list our land and that we may 
have incurred the forfeiture—but I think it is not to late.— 

Dr. R. and C. left here to-day for Murfreesboro. I 
was not positive that I construed your letter right as wish- 
ing me to make the contract for the purchase of the $40,- 
000. Con bonds, but thinking such was your intentions and 
having a chance to buy within yr limits, I made the con- 
tract. I would have postponed closing the trade till you 
could be heard from if I could. 

All well. 
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To H. K. Burqwyn.* 
Rariecu, Oct. 17/64. 


My mare did not get here till after dark on Saturday 
night. I sent her to your house yesterday but you had 
left for your plantation. The servant reported verbally 
that your brother would like to buy the mare. I will hold 
her until you see her and let you take her at $2100., if you 
like her—or reject her, if you do not like her. 

As it is among possible contingencies that the military 
operations may result adversely to us, whereby you might 
not be able to deliver the 100 bbls corn for me at Garys- 
borough the middle of Novr, I will take it at any earlier 
day when you may deliver it. I have a large barn and 
can spread it out on the floor so that it will not damage. 
If you decline to take the mare I will pay for the corn $10. 
per bu., the price agreed, on delivery, and return the bags © 
to you. Let me know when it will be ready and I will 
get Mr. Askew to go over and see it through. 

I am not quite well and my heart tremulous. 


GARYSBURG. 


To D. G. Worth. 


Rarrien Oct. 24th 1864. 

I reed to-day from Dr. Jackson the deed for the Dismal 
Swamp land and the reept of J. R. Beasley for the $1200. 
to pay our tax, to which he promises to give attention as 
soon as a successor to Mr. Graham, who was the collector 
and is dead, shall be appointed. I perceive the deed does 
not discriminate the amount of interest held by each of 
us, from which the legal deduction is that we hold equal 
interests. I inclose a paper to be signed by you and 
Green to correct this error. Send it by mail. 

We hear nothing from Wilmington to-day. Our anxiety 
is intense. 


‘Henry K. Burgwyn, of New Hanover county. 
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I shall probably be re-elected Treas. without opposition. 
f all other things keeping you out of the army fail, would 
you accept the position as my chief or assistant clerk ? 
Wiley speaks of running for See. of State. If he should 
not be elected I could get Mr. Steel to take another position 
and resign his clerkship in my office. Your heart disease 
and the state of your family make it honorable and proper 
for you to keep out of a war you didn’t contribute to bring 
on, by any lawful means. 


To Joseph A. Worth. 


Rauzieu, Nov. 12th 1864. 

Your letter relating to the impressment of our boat is 
received. The Govr. has been gone all of this week to 
Wilmington. He returned last night, but is surrounded 
with officers, old women, etc—and as I think he has no 
power to act in the premises and that he would not inter- 
fere I have not held any conference with him on the sub- 
ject. If I can find him at leisure I will call his atten- 
tion to it hereafter. The only colorable ground for his 
interference is the transportation of the State salt. At 
the instance of Whiting and Bragg he has abolished the 
salt works—by what authority I do not know. He pro- 
poses, I understand, that we have the works removed to 
S.C. This cannot be done without an appropriation, and 
I suppose the Genl A. will hardly make one. It would 
be an instance of State servility to military arrogance and 
nonsense, to which I think the pride of the Gen] A. would 
not stoop. 

The impressment law extends to property of every de- 
scription and the officer in command has unlimited dis- 
cretion. The only relief will be in appeal to the Sec. of 
War. If they impress the boat, crew and furniture, I 
suppose it will amount to a total loss of the property. I 
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presume Capt. Hart would rather the boat were blown 
up than to command it under the direction of the arrogant 
officers who would command him. If it should be im- 
pressed the company should send a memorial tu the Qr. 
Master Genl or the See. of War (I do not know which), 
showing there was no necessity for the impressment. You 
had better write to Fulton to know certainly the proper 
mode of proceeding to obtain the restoration of the prop- 
erty. 

The President’s recommendation that nobody able to 
bear arms is to be exempted from service save those who 
may be detailed by the Sec. of War or Prest., that the 
system of collecting tithes is to [be] a fixture, and corn, 
hay, pork potatoes, ete., to be a basis instead of specie for a 
proper currency and the scheme of buying 40 000 slaves 
and using them as teamsters, etc., under a promise f free- 
dom to them, their wives, children, etc., to remain slaves 
while the enemy promises freedom to all—ceaps the cli- 
max of tyranny and nonsense. 


To Giles Mebane. 
Rareieu, Nov. 18th 1864. 


My report is ready for the Genl A. It shows that the 
State debt was increased last year more than five millions; 
and that if our military operations next year on their pres- 
ent basis, our expenses will be greatly increased. My 
means now, excluding our own Treasury notes, (the issue 
of which would increase our State debt), are three millions 
short of demands, payable whenever presented ut the Treas- 
ury.—If there be no retrenchment, the ways and means 
required for this fiscal year will require about $10,000,000. 
We can make no further loans except at a most ruinous 
rate. A bond for $1,000. payable in gold, will now bring 


aes: | 
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about $1750. worth in gold:less than $75.00. The State 
has thrown no bonds on the market for the past 10 months. 
If we were to attempt to supply the Treasury by the sale 
of bonds, they would go down at once to or below par for 
Confederate money. We are consequently forced to raise 
the money by taxes, or go into bankruptcy. 

The only chance for retrenchment is in the Military 
Department. 

The two all important committees of the Session are 
the Military and Finance. 

You will doubtless be re-elected Speaker of the Senate 
and will not take it amiss for me to suggest the names of 
gentlemen, whom I deem suitable. You will, of course, re- 
ject them if others seem to you more fit. Certainly the 
best ability in the body should be on these committees. 


MiuitTary. FINANCE. 
Stubbs Courts 
Pool Patterson 
Winstead Berry 
Wiggins 
Harris, of Franklin 
Powell 
Odom 
Bagley or 
Dick. 


Bring me a few pounds of your good Tobacco. 


MeEBANESVILLE. 


To R. 8S. Donnell.* 
Rareieu, Nov. 18/64. 


The crisis which is upon us as to our Finances, requires § 
that the best ability in the Assembly, shall be placed on 'es'lature. 


1 Richard S. Donnell was a member of Congress in 1847, State Sen- 
ator in 1858, a member of the House of Commons in 1860, 1862 and 
1864. At the latter session he was chosen Speaker. He was a Whig 
member of the Conventions of 1861 and 1865. 
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the Military and Finance Committees. The only Depart- 
ment in which any important retrenchment can be made 
is the military. And after all possible retrenchments shall 
be made, very large additional means will have to be pro- 
vided. 

Allow me to suggest the following names. If you deem 
others more fit, you will of course substitute them. J am 
taking it for granted that you will be re-elected Speaker— 
without opposition, I hope and believe. 


Miitrary. FINANCE. 
S. D. Pool Shepherd 
Fowle Harris 
Person Brown 
Cowles Long 
Grissom McGehee 


S. F. Phillips 
Jno. W. Cunningham 
Murphy 


To A. G. Foster. 
Rateicu Dec. 20th 1864. 


The federal fleet i % : = : * \ 
es ces The Govr. informs me that the enemy’s fleet is off Wil- 
and that Genl Bragg calls for our in- 
vincible home guards. 


I can see no bright spot in the military situation. 


mington—certain 


THOMASVILLE. 


To D. G. Worth. 


See elias Rarzteu Dec. 21st 64. 
Yours of the 19th reed. Steve has returned from planta- 
tion since you left—says Wesley would not say whether 
he would go to shops or not.—Was still at my place where 
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there was nothing whatever to do. I shall leave Friday, 
if weather will allow, to go up and close up business. From 
what I can learn I think he will not leave voluntarily. If 
sold for Confederate money you get nothing. I would 
rather have him run away, than $5000. Con money. Mil- 
ton will give 50 bu. corn for his hire next year. I think 
it will be better to take it, but will not feel justified in 
making such contract under your instructions. 

I had information three days ago from my stock-broker 
that our State bonds would bring 250. The rapid decline 
of Confederacy currency may carry them up. Confiden- 
tially 1 regard the investment, in view of the extravagant 
appropriations made and about to be made by the present 
Gen] A., I regard as very undesirable. I think your in- 
vestment of $8,000. can be made to a far better advantage 
in the purchase of our treasury notes. I will try to find 
time to think and say more. At present I am hurried in 
every direction. 


To John M. Worth. 
Rareicu, Jan ist 1865. 


“ With all my proneness to see the bright side of things, 
I can see little in my personal affairs, nothing in the affairs 
of my country—to make my heart glad. JI mean as to 
my personal affairs, my property and business affairs. The 
course pursued by our rulers, must, as I think, result in 
total ruin to all of us. 

I write from home—have not seen a letter at my office 
which reached here after I had left for Cane Creek. I 
do not doubt you failed to meet me for sufficient reasons— 
but I greatly regret that you could not. 


All well. 
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To Josiah Turner, Jr. 


Rareren, Jan. dth 1865. 

I have been compelled to look out for a living the past 
10 days, my salary not being equal to } of my expenses— 
and there has been some delay in answering yours of the 
1st inst. ° 

Bank notes are worth 7 for 1—Gold 43, State bonds 
250—refundable N. C. Treasury notes 10 to 40 pre 
mium—fundable now 150 premium—and all these have an 
upward tendency. Con. thirties are worth about 60 to the 
dollar and the tendency for these and all other Confederate 
securities is downwards. 

Such are the fluctuations in the market that I am re~ 
luctant to venture any opinion as to what is safest. At 
present all N. C. securities are rapidly going up in pref- 
erence to Confederate money and securities. I think it 
safe to invest in N. C. stocks at present—N. C. bonds 
have gone up within four weeks fully 75 per cent. 

If your late speech has been published, send me a copy 
of it. J have seen only a brief synopsis of it. 

| Remainder illegible. | 


Ricumonp, Va. 


RarrieH Jan. 8th 1865. 
* gg he * * * * * 
Randolph is in a deplorable condition. Some other 
counties are in quite as bad fix. Theft, robbery and al- 
most every other crime are common in almost all the rural 
districts, and are lately becoming more common. To shoot 
them in the act, as Leak did, is perfectly justifiable.— 
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To D. G« Worth. 
Raterien Jan 13/65. 


339 


I am glad you have taken the renting of Round Swamp Business matters. 


in hand. We must not let our devotion to the public ser- 
vice absorb our whole time to our entire impoverishment. 
You ought to take time to go and look after the renting. 
Charge me half the expense. It is much better to rent it 
for the taxes than to get nothing. I hope you may be 
able to do this and get some rent corn besides. If we 
had a start of a little corn, we might be able to send hands 
to it. 

I have written Roxana that I will go down as soon as 
the Genl A. rises. I did not know till I got yours of the 
11th this day that you would not go. It is now impos- 
sible for me to go and return by the 17th when the A. 
meets and do any good. 

My troubles are terrible—but as a set off all my chil- 
dren are well and out of the army—and in good health. 
I have meat, corn, and wheat enough to feed me and my 
dependents one year more. 

These comforts ought to make all others weigh hghtly. 


To J. M. Parrott. 


Rareien, Jan. 18th 1865. 


I have news from Cedar Falls Co. They say the goods 
were sent soon after my order of 28 Nov, directed to you 
at Kinston per freight train. I directed them put up at 
the very lowest factory prices, and that the freight to 
Goldsboro, as well as the transportation to the Road, be 
prepaid and charged to me. I directed $1000. worth of 
goods put for you. I chose to pay the charge to Goldsboro 
in consideration of the low price you charged me for the 
corn. 
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I write to-day to the agent at High Point to know 
whether the goods were forwarded and when. 

If you goods have not reached you, you had better take 
such further steps as you may be able to employ, to expedite 
their delivery. 

When you get the goods you will oblige me by letting me 
know it, and in the mean time, will do any thing in my 
power to expedite the delivery of the goods. 

The feeling seems to be growing around here that we 
have about fought out. 


IXInsTon. 


To A. V. Sullwan. 


Rareien, Jan. 18/65. 

Mr. J. M. Parrott, of Kinston, accommodated me this 
Fall by selling me 200 bu. corn for which I was to put 
on the R. R. for him Factory goods directed to him at 
Kinston. 

Mr. Odell writes me the goods were sent up to you, so 
marked, some three or four weeks ago—and Mr. Parrott 
writes he has heard nothing of them. 

Are the goods still in your depot? If they were sent 
off, when? If not sent, is there any probability that they 
can be sent soon ? 

Mr. Makepeace writes me that he sent up for me on the 
12th inst two bales of cotton yarn. I am dependent on 
it for means of living, my salary being as nothing. You 
will greatly oblige me by expediting its delivery here. 

If any comfort can be drawn from the present aspect 
of affairs, it can be drawn only from the old adage that 
“the darkest time is just before day.” 


Hieu Port. 
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To J. M. Odell. 
Raxeien, Jan. 18th 1865. 
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12th, arrived yesterday. I presented your acct against 
Major Dowd to-day. He asks till tomorrow to compare 
this account with his books and promises to pay. No N. 
C. Treasury notes can be bought here at less than 100 per 
cent—tendency rapidly increasing upwards. State bonds, 
in the face of every thing to depreciate them, bring 150 per 
cent premium more than they commanded two months 
ago—and tendency rapidly upwards. This is not owing to 
their increased value—but to the worthlessness of the cur- 
rency. At the highest price you charge for drawers, you 
are getting, at the best estimate, about 7 
opinion the factory should deliver no more goods to the 
State or Con. Govt. for currency. If they will not pay 
cotton im advance, we had better stop. There is not the 
slightest ground to hope that the currency will get better. 

As to the money due from the Prison, I see little 
ground to expect payment in even the worthless currency— 
and soon Major Dowd’s dept. must stop payment. If I 
get full payment of the present acct I shall not be less 


cents. In my 


surprised than gratified. 

The money, if obtained, should be immediately used 
in some way. I could have invested it last Monday in 
cotton in Cabarrus at $2 per lb. I believe at this, or even 
a higher price, it would be a better investment than any 
other that can be made. 

Mr. Wiley will send you some $2000 in our notes which 
he has purchased for you by Express to High Point as 
directed in your letter. 

Extreme depression prevails here. I understand a bill 
for a Convention will be brought forward—but its passage 
cannot be expected by this Assembly, unless the enemy 
pushes his suceesses further—or unless Georgia takes the 


initiative. 
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I intend this letter for Mr. Makepeace as well as for 
you, but not for the public. 


FRANKLINSVILLE. 


To J. J. Jackson. 
Rareieu, Jan. 24th 1866. 


* %* 5 * * * * 


Let me know how much Con. money I must send you, 
ut you can’t make a drft on me answer as well. 

The two houses go into secret session to-night—to con- 
sider—it is said—some plan of attaining peace— 

All. well. 


To Worth and Co. 


Rareten Jan. 30/65. 
resco moverent, Bb. Moffitt deposited with me, a few days ago, $2028. 
Conf. for you. What shall I do with it? 

[P. S.]—The peace feeling is dominant here and much 
confidence is generally felt that it will be brought about 
by the Comrs. now conferring in Washington. I doubt 
whether there is enough of virtue or sense in the two ad- 
ministrations to agree on any thing rational. 


From S. 8. Jackson. 
Asnesoro, N. C. February 1st 1865. 
Exile bute I shall send forward to High Point in the morning five 
bales of my sheeting containing 1277-5 yds. One 
bale having 626-$ and the other 641. The bales are 
marked to J. Worth, Raleigh, N. C.; care of Tucker, An- 
drews, & Co., Raleigh, N. C. I am going to make a strong 
effort to get them on the Express to-morrow night; so 
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they can go forward right away and be sold. I have got 
in debt by the purchase of the books, negroes, ete. and 
must now endeavor to push the sheeting through, if pos- 
sible, before a decline takes place. My. Makepeace thinks 
it will go down, and if there is anything substantial in 
this decline of gold I think things will tumble. I shall 
write a letter to Tucker, Andrews, & Co., notifying them 
that I have sent forward the goods and that I want them 
to sell right away and then turn over the money to you: 
and if you get it, please forward by Joel Ashworth by 
the first opportunity. Things are changing so rapidly 
that I can’t keep up and now I wish to get straight. I 
changed 6000 lbs of cotton with Makepeace today for 
3000 yds of cloth to be delivered in the future. I have 
now on hand about 5000 lbs of cotton as much as I choose 
to risk. I would be obliged if you would call and see 
Tucker & Co. to see when the goods come and explain it 
to him, ete. 
All well. 


From W. H. Foust. 
Hittszoro, N. C. Feby 3rd 18685. 


I have been thinking ever since the death of my father 
that I would write to you for advice. As you were his 
friend and counsellor, I know you will not hesitate to 
be mine. I do not know what is best for me to do, I had 


343 


Request for advice. 


to leave my mother and sister without any protection and - 


come back here to school or do worse, go into the army. 
The deserters were becoming perfect outlaws in our 
County. Not longer than two weeks ago, they went to an 
old widow’s by the name of Mrs. Curtis who can neither 
see nor hear but very little, and plundered the house of 
all its valuable contents. Now men who are brutal 
enough to do that will not hesitate to do worse. I am 
living in constant dread and fear to hear from home. You 
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know what is best to be done. Can I be detailed to stay 
at home? If not, is there any place vacant in Raleigh 
that I could get that would exempt me from the army. 
I do not want to go into the army again, if I can help 
it; I have some little brothers and sisters at home and I 
want to be of as much service to them as I can, they have 
no pa to provide for them as I had and I feel it my duty 
to protect them. Give my regards to your family. I wish 
I could have gone to see you during vacation but I was 
so busily engaged about the farm. Let me hear from 
you as soon as convenient. 


From Benj. Moffitt. 
AsHeBoro, N. C. Feby. 4th 1865. 


Yours of the 1st just duly to hand. I am truly glad 
to hear that you have succeeded in purchasing me a man. 
I see there is a probability of the Legislature adjourning 
on Tuesday. If so please see Mr. John Hill or Mr. Ash- 
worth and send the man by one of them. I would come 
down immediately myself if it was not that I am obliged 
to be at our Court. If the Legislature should not adjourn 
I will come down on Friday next 10th just after him. I 
will send up a lot of sheetings on Monday to ship to 
Messrs. Tucker, Andrews, & Co., Raleigh to be sold and 
will direct them to pay you the money. I have already 
sent one Bale to them that will reach Raleigh to-day. I 


am indeed under many obligations to you besides com- 


pensating you for your trouble. 


[| P. S.|—I will write you again when I send the goods. 
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From I. H. Brown. 


AsHEBorO, Feby 4th 1865. 

Mr. Jackson advised me as soon as he returned from 
Raleigh to sell some sheeting and buy a negro. I have 
been rather slow to get in the notion and learn that they 
are going up and that sheetings are likely to come down 
otherwise | would like to get you to advance the money 
but for fear sheetings might come down before I could 
forward them for sale, I have concluded to write to you 
to see whether you could exchange sheeting for a negro 
boy about 17 years of age a little under the conscript age 
for fear of an accident and not to deliver the boy until 
the sheetings arrive at Raleigh. You will please make 
the inquiry and see how much sheeting it will require to 
buy one. I should like to get off for less than 800 yards 
if possible. I have some 1200 yards in all but don’t want 
to sell all of it for that purpose. Pa has no one to work 
for him and my object is to let Pa have him. I would 
much prefer your judgment as I would know nothing 
about judging them at all. In fact I have all confidence 
in your judgment upon any subject whatever. Mr. and 
Mrs. Jackson are well as are the citizens generally. We 
hear nothing now but the prospect for peace and hope 
we may soon enjoy it, but have some fears for the pres- 
ent. You know what kind of a boy would suit Pa, a boy 
of good character and a stout fellow and will greatly 
oblige me by attending to the above request remember me 
to your family. 


[P. S.]—If in your judgment you had better close the 
trade before writing to me you can do so and if it will 
require more than 800 yards please drop me a line and 
I will reply immediately. 
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From Worth & Co. 


Witmineron, N. C. 4th Feb. 1868. 
Every body here is hopeful about peace. Produce has 
declined wonderfully. Pork selling at $3.75 to $4. and 
sold ten days ago at $8. Gold $30, but no transactions. 
All well here. 


To John M. Worth. 


Rareieu, Feb. 9/65. 


It is becoming extremely doubtful whether I can get- 
feed to keep my cattle alive. As a last resort | must drive 
them back and feed them on my remaining two stacks of 
hay. If your people manage with any economy you will 
not need them. 

If you are going down, remember my instructions about 
the flax. If you are not going, let me know, and I will 
get somebody else to attend to it. 

Taking the report of our Comis. and the Northern ver- 
sion together it is clear that our Comrs made independence 
an indispensable basis and Lincoln made Union indispens- 
able—Just what I expected. The result is a continuance 
of the war, under circumstances rendering it nearly cer- 
tain that we are to be conquered and at the mercy of the 
enemy. Reconstruction is the only practical remedy and 
this with our present rulers is impossible. 


From 8. 8. Jackson. 
’ Asueporo N. C. February 11th 1865. 
Dear Mr. Wortu 


I have seen Captain Wm. Purnell as to your sheeting. 
that was taken to Ingram’s. Here is his statement. He 
carried it over the River and could not find the old man— 
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so he brought it back to Starbuck’s on this side the River 
with the understanding that Starbuck would take it across 
to Ingram. In a few weeks he was down again and found 
that Starbuck had not carried it over so he took it over 
himself and delivered it to Ingram—and in a few weeks 
I got him to go down with the sewing thread from the 
Factory to Bale up the Cotton. And Ingram then told 
him that he had opened the goods and cut it up into pat- 
terns and that the amount didn’t correspond with the mark 
on the Bale of goods, falling short according to Purnell’s 
recollection about 25 yds. Purnell thought that the mis- 
take must have happened at the Factory, when it was 
put up. 

I received a note from Manleff Jarrell at High: Point, 
saying that my 2 Bales of sheeting went forward on the 
Local Express, on the 6th inst. If you recollect I had it 
marked J. Worth, Raleigh, care of Tucker Andrews & 
Co. I would be obliged if you would eall by and see 
whether it has arrived or not and take charge of the money 
when it is sold, ete. 

I have been more depressed about the condition of 
things for the last few days than I have ever been before 
and one of the only hopes that I have is the misrepresenta- 
tion by our Commissioners of the true position of the Lin- 
coln Government, as they could not procure a Peace on 
the principle of Independence. It seems to me to be 
preposterous to be holding war meetings over the country, 
at this late day, as the people are depressed to such an ex- 
tent, that they can’t be made to appreciate the motives 
of those who lead in getting them up. I have no idea 
that Washington, if he could spring again into life, could 
assure the people, so as to again get them to volunteer, and 
therefore I fear that our Congress will be guilty of some 
hasty Legislation on the subject of Conscription ; that will 
produce a counter Revolution. I would like to get your 
views about the future prospect of the Country, ete. 
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To D. G. Werth. 
Rareicu Feb. 14/65. 


Sauer ae) I am still negotiating for the Coltrane mules. I greatly 
prefer a first class pair. Mr. Rickett’s mules are too small. 
I will give him $5000. for them and wagon and gearing, 
and break off my negotiations. If he will take this, elose 
the trade and pay him. I would rather give $10,000. for 
the Coltrane mules. If I fail to contract for the Coltrane 
mules I will give Mr. Rickett his price—$6000. 

I opened the inclosed letters thinking they might relate 
to matters I might attend to for you. I retain among 
your money the $45 inclosed in one of them. I have not 
answered either of them. 

Instead of the resumed war spirit which the Richmond 
papers represent as having sprung up about Richmond, 
dispondeney prevails in this community. 


All well. 


From J. M. Worth. 
Asuesoro N. C. Feby 16th 1865. 


Conditions in “here is . i “ 
ee There is no spot upon this earth more completely sub 


Alarming increase 4476 ? , is 
ofsympathy win Jugated than Randolph County. There is not a day or 


a ; 
coer night passes but what some one is robbed of all the parties 


can carry away. They are in bands in nearly all parts 
of the County unless it is stopped we shall be uttterly used 
up. My object in writing is to suggest whether some ar- 
rangement cannot be made with the military authorities 
to offer the better class of the deserters some terms if they 
will organise and drive the robbers from the country or 
exterminate them. In a late call for the Home Guards 
many failed to appear and what did come up disbanded 
immediately on finding that Genl Gatlin declined to fur- 
nish rations for them. I am fearful that they will not 
come up for reorganization. Many of them are afraid and 
many more are in heart with the deserters. I do hope that 
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something may be done. It is a horrible condition. There 
never has been any efiicient head to the efforts to put the 
thing down. Lately some cavalry was sent here from Cas- 
well and placed under the command of the enrolling off- 
cer who never leaves his office. In a few days a Major or 
Capt. Pryor was put in command. He went to Montgomery 
for a few days and left for Salisbury, the Cavalry was di- 
vided, part sent to Chatham and thereby the whole made 
entirely inefficient, and so it is all the time. Now what I 
want is something like this: let the Home Guard for the 
County understand that if they will go to work and put 
this thing down and keep them down that they will be 
allowed to stay at home and if possible to get permission 
to make some terms with the better class of the Deserters 
and if possible to get a better officer than Bush at the 
head of the concern—unless we get some such thing we 
are utterly used up. ‘The deserters that are in the woods 
will never be worth a — unless they return voluntarily 
which they will never do. I feel that I cannot possibly 
make you appreciate our horrible condition. I have 
studied the matter in all its views and I know that noth- 
mg but a larger force than we can get or some terms with 
the Home Guard and the better class of deserters will 
save us from utter ruin. It is terrible to have to offer 
terms to Deserters but it would relieve the County and 
State of great trouble and save life and property and allow 
the citizens a quiet sleep. I hope you may have time to 
talk to somebody—the Goy. and Genl Gatlin and perhaps 
Genl Holmes. The subject occupies my chief thought and 
is of the utmost importance to the whole citizens of this 
County it would take a full blast from Gabriel’s horn to 
bring life and a war spirit into them. The deserters are 
so bold as to frequent the Public Roads and have friends 
that visit this and all other places and keep them informed 
on all subjects at all times. Help if you can to devise 
ways for our relief. 
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To David L. Swain.* 
Rareicu Feb. 18th 1865. 


Yours of the 13th inst. is received. 

[. saw Mr. Kerr soon after I wrote you on the 10th 
inst and was gratified to find that he highly approved of 
the act giving the Geological cabinet to the State. I have 
taken an active part in bringing about the act with the 
double of object of making a vacant room for Mr. Brog- 
den and of placing this valuable mineralogical collection 
where it would be prized and taken care of, and where 
it would be likely to do most good. It encountered vio- 
lent opposition from Mr. Brogden and drew from him a 
silly, unbecoming and offensive communication to the 
Senate. It is manifest to any man of common sense that 
in my crowded room, which is now a great banking house, 
that the duties cannot be safely conducted to say nothing 
of the uncomfortable condition of my clerks and the un- 
dignified necessity I am under of holding all my confer- 
ences with the Comrs. of the Sinking Fund, Com. of Fi- 
nance and others in the presence of my clerical force and 
every body else having business in the Treasury. I have 
to conduct the not inconsiderable correspondence of my 
office, subject to continual interruption. Mr. B. chose 
to attribute my desire to have another room to mere pride 
and “‘erandness” as he expresses it. I was gratified that 
you and the Geologist approved and were pleased with 
the transfer of this Cabinet to the University. 

Mr. Kerr immediately, in company with Mr. Emerson, 
examined the Cabinet, and found as I expected, many of 
the labels lost—and that it would require much time to 
replace them and pack them in proper order for trans- 


' David L. Swain was a member of the House of Commons from 
Buncombe county in 1824, 1825, 1826, 1828, and 1829. In 1827 he was 


elected Solicitor of the Edenton District. In 1830 he became a Supe- 


rior Court Judge, and two years later, Governor of the State. In 1835 
he was sent to the Constitutional Convention, and the same year 
made President of the State University, where he remained until 1868. 
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portation. He could not stay to do it, but promised to 
return as early as possible and put it in order for removal. 
He thought he could not come short of four weeks. I re- 
gret the delay. He seemed to undertake it with alacrity. 
There will be no difficulty with the auditor. The State 
will pay all expenses. 

I now think, owing to the want of bridges over Haw 
River, Deserters, etc.—that some of you had better go up 
to Cedar Falls—get your goods put up—and after con- 
ference with Mr. Makepeace, send a wagon for it—or 
get him to have it hauled to High Point. He is a good 
and sensible man, with an aversion to writing which makes 
it impossible to convent measures with him by correspond- 
ence. If you cannot do this (which I think is the best 
way) I suggest that you get S. S. Jackson to attend to it 
for you. 

It is understood here that Sherman occupies Columbia. 
He appears to march on without hindrance. Nearly all 
the gold of the South, belonging to the Banks, is in Char- 
lotte, which I fear will attract the enemy. The prospect, 
military and political, has nothing cheering in it. The 
renewed war spirit exhibits itself only in speeches and 
resolutions. Despondency and gloom are the prevailing 
feelings. 


To J. J. Jackson. 


Rauzrieu, Feb. 19/65. 

Sherman occupied Columbia. He seems to meet no 
hindrance in his march. The war seems to be rapidly 
tending to the most disastrous catastrophe. The humili- 
ating terms exacted by Lincoln, more humiliating than 
subjugation, so far as I can see, have produced no re- 
newed spirit of resistance, except the noise of war meet- 
ings held by bomb proofs. The country is now subjugated 
in spirit. If the army, with its present strength, cannot 
win an important victory, the country is vanquished, and 
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immediate emancipation and sweeping confiscation will 
follow. Under these circumstances, the country would be 
roused but for the bitter hatred they feel toward our own 
rulers. They feel as Milton represents Satan: “Which 
way I fly is death” ete. 

The Genl. Assembly gave me a gratifying evidence of 
respect in giving me Brogden’s room. He addressed a 
silly and offensive remonstrance against it to the Senate. 

The increase in my salary,’ though comparatively lib- 
eral, still leaves my pay outrageously inadequate. It is 
not equivalent to $120 a year specie. Levi Cook, with 
one arm, asks me $150 a year to oversee for Roxana. 

I fear you will find your ingenuity taxed to provide 
for your family this year. It takes all my income, of 
which my salary is not one-fourth, to support us. 


From J. M. Worth. 


AsHesoro, N. C. Feby 20th 1865. 

I send to High Point to-day one bale 609-3} sheeting 
directing Sullivan to send it by first chance by freight or 
Express. The yarn was not gone a few days ago. I am 
doing all I can to get your goods through—will send the 
other bale in a few days. 

[P. S.J]—I am anxious to hear from you whenever you 


learn any thing reliable on the Peace subject. 


' His salary had lately been increased largely but as it was in ‘Con- 
federate money he was not greatly benefited. 
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From Lewis Hanes 


CLEMMONSVILLE, N. C. Feby. 20th 1865. 

Just before leaving Raleigh I called on Mr. Cowles to 
whom I had loaned it, for Genl. Lee’s letter on the subject 
of arming and freeing the negroes. He informed me that 
he had left it at your house and as I have never seen it 
since, I suppose it is still in your possession. 

S. F. Phillips Esqr has written to me for a copy of it, 
and I have directed him to go to you and get the letter, 
take a copy and send me the original, so that if he makes 
appheation for it you will let him have it, or if it is not 
too much trouble you may mail it to him at once, after 
letting Mr. Holden take a copy which he has requested 
of me. Tell Mr. Holden for me if you please, that as I 
was forbidden to do so, I cannot give my consent to its 
publication. 


From D. G. Worth. 


Witmineton, N. C. Feby. 20th 1865. 


I have purchased the Rickett mules at $5000 for mules 
wagon and gears. I enclose an order on Major Devereux 
for their delivery to you. 

We are to all appearance on the very eve of evacuation. 
The enemy are either six miles of town both by land and 
water. I fear there will be awful scenes here during the 
evacuation and occupation. There are 5 or 600 thousand 
Yankee prisoners here who were brought here for ex- 
change. I see nothing doing in the way of exchange. I 
fear the enemy will get here and release them before any- 
thing is done. If they do, the result will be terrible to 
the town. 


1 Lewis Hanes, of Davidson county, an editor and close friend of 
Worth. He waselected to Congress in 1866 but was not seated. He 
took strong ground during the war In favor of peace. 
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I shall not leave till the last moment. I have charged 
the above $5000. to you on Worth & Co.’s Books. 


To John M. Worth. 
Rareieu, Feb. 20th 1865. 


Relating so Eee I have had a full conference with the Govr. on the sub- 
RendcLhccunty, Ject of your letter. 

He says he will excuse the home-guard of Randolph 
from going into the field, on account of the defenceless 
condition of the County against the robbers and deserters, 
provided they will immediately reorganise—and all the 
efficient officers go to work with determined resolution to 
suppress the disturbances. 

He will authorise any person you may design to form 
a company of the better class of deserters to drive the rob- 
bers from the country or to exterminate them as you sug- 
gest. 

You are the best judge of the plan to be adopted—but 
it seems to me there will be no reliance on any deserters— 
and that the home guard will become efficient on the terms 
of being excused from the field. 

Whoever may be elected to command them should notify 
them that he will report every delinquent with the view 
that he be sent to the field. When you capture a dan- 
gerous deserter he should be turned over to the military 
authorities and the names of witnesses given by whom 
some of his depredations can be proved. If proper at- 
tention be given to this some of them will be shot by order 
of a military court.—It will be very unsafe to put them 
to death after the Ben. Northeut mode. If the enemy 
subjugate us, or even if they do not, there is danger of 
prosecution after the war ends. 

The men who were employed at the State Salt Works, 
now at home on Furlough, will be protected from con- 


CoRRESPONDENCE OF JONATHAN WorTH. 


scription, provided they join the home guard and give 
an honest effort to taking up the robbers and rogues who 
infest the County. I am authorised to say this by the 
Govr. They will probably be sent to the Va. Salt Works 
in May or June. 

Communicate freely with me and I will give you every 
assistance in my power to aid your object—but I cannot 
approve the committing of murder even on a felon, un- 
less it be done while he is in the act of committing the 
felony. 


From 8S. 8. Jackson. 


AsnEeporo [eby 21st 765. 
Enclosed you will find the statement your suit receipted 
and returned. I spoke to Mr. Worth about the Bale of 
Sheeting, he sent it on way to be sent to High Point this 
morning. The times are getting still more gloomy to me. 
Mary Worth and Elvira send love to all and say that the 
girls must write. 


Mr. Worth to 


S. S. Jackson Dr; 
Cash of Tucker, Andrews & Co. for sheeting as 
Perimilicenclosed 97 a hee _--- $8,739.20 
Cash due from Mary to Elvira__s_-_-.__._- 30.00 
$8,769.20 
Cr, 
By cash paid for tea__-_------- $125. 


“amt retained for D. G. W. & 
Worth & Co. as per your letter of 
eG MA OR eee Pe ee 762.10 
pC ASI MAOPA ON oe 4 ane = 7882.10 $8,769.20 


Received in full the above a/c. This the 21st of Feb- 
ruary 1865. S. S. Jackson. 


355 


356 


Conditions in 
Randolph county. 


Norru Carormna HisrorrcaL CoMMISSION. 


From 8. 8. Jackson. 
Asneporo, N. C. February 25th 1865. 

Mrs. Worth wants you to let her know, whenever you 
may think, that there is danger of her being cut off from 
home by the enemy, either from the West or Hast. We 
are all beginning to fear greatly that the State will be 
overrun. There has been no mail to this place in Several 
Days. No trains passing High Point. We hear, how- 
ever, that the enemy are in Charlotte, Wilmington, and 
Kinston. 

The deserters are getting bold and defiant. They had a 
fight late last night with our Cavalry. The (D_) killed 
one dead wounded another mortally and one other slightly. 
They are here in considerable numbers and I learn are 
coming from the army. I would be obliged if you would 
make inquiry and see whether I can buy $2000 in Con- 
fed. 7 per cent bonds with all the Coupons on them. I 
would like that there should be several of them $100. 
bonds. 


From J. J. Jackson. 


Prrrssoro, Feby 27th/65. 

Yours of the 19th inst reached here when I was at Deep 
River. I regret exceedingly I bought the corn for specie. 
But it was done in pursuance of your instructions. L 
have referred to your letter. I have referred to my esti- 
mate and find the corn valued a fraction over $22. per 
bushel. I gave in your cured hay. 6000 lbs. The + 
600 valued at $33. being $5.50 per hundred. Your wool 
22 Ibs. The », 2% valued at $17.60 being nearly $8. 
per pound. Your rye 15 bushels the 7, 128 the whole 
valued at $15. We are well as usual. 
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From John M. Worth. 
Asueporo N. C. Feby. 28th 65. 


Since I wrote you the Deserters attacked the Cavalry 
at their Camp at Julian X Roads on Sandy Creek killing 
two of them. They were there to protect the Tithes col- 
lecting at that place. The supporting force, a part of the 
force for the 6th Congressional district at this place under 
the command of Capt. Lilly of Anson on hearing of the 
battle at Julians ran off from here without orders and left 
about 100 Guns without any protection. Last Friday was 
the day for the Home Guards to organise. It was a bad 
day and was as I expected. There was not one 5th of 
them here. Major Rush received orders that day that they 
should stay at home if they promptly organised, ete. and 
sent word all over the County that the deserters not en- 
gaged in robbery would be let alone if they would help 
put down the Robbers and fixed another day—next Sat- 
urday—what effect it will have is yet to be seen. Nearly 
every one is disposed to stand hands off and unless the 
masses encourage the Home Guards it will be another fail- 
ure and I am afraid that every body has become cowards. 
We have just got a new Enrolling officer Cato Brown— 
fresh in all the duties appertaining to his office—and I 
am afraid the hardest case we have ever had, he wants to 
do his duty—if he but knew it. If we fail with our pres- 
ent attempt I shall be at the end of my string. If I could 
get away I would leave the County—but that being out 
of the question I shall have to face the trouble as mat- 
ters now stand. I could not leave home. I still intend 
to go to Chatham. Mrs. Jordan don’t intend to leave 
that place and I am afraid the old man is never going 
the deserters are having their own way down there—at 
present it is unsafe to send any meat or anything else 
from here there. I had a waggon robbed of 4 bbls salt 
near the burnt mill on Saturday. I will not trouble with 
further details. I sent you the other Bale of sheeting 
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last week to High Point 628 yds. I omitted to charge 
the first Bale and don’t know the number of yds. It 
was over 600. If you have it report it tome. I made a 
full effort for Coltrain’s mules and nothing but the specie 
would do or enough of something else that would get the 
Specie. Hugh McCane Jun. offers to sell a pair of small 
mules; they are good but small. 


To John M. Worth. 
Rarrien, Mar. 1st 1865. 


You describe the deserters in Randolph under two 
classes—the one concealing themselves and thus avoiding 
the field, from the want of courage or religious scruples. 
This class you say do no mischief and would do no good 
or would escape to the enemy if captured and sent to the 
army :—the other class consisting of lawless desperadoes 
who rob promiscuously and occasionally commit murder 
and other outrages to justify malignant feeling or get 
money. 

The former class know much of the hiding places and 
plans of the latter, and could furnish information by 
which these lawless bandits could be captured, and this 
information you think they would impart if they had 
some assurance that their disertion would be winked at by 
the authorities.— 

You say that these lawless men, when captured and 
turned over to the Civil or Military authorities, are not 
punished, but generally are allowed to escape and return 
with increased malignity, and you therefore think that 
self preservation requires that they be summarily executed, 
whenever captured without form of trial. 

You say that many of the Home Guard were robbed 
when they were out of the county in service—and that 
consequently when they were last called out many of. 
them refused to respond to the eall, and those who as- 
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sembled, for want of rations and because their comrades 
did infest them, returned home. I further understand 
that they have not been organised under the recent act. 
You think they would reorganise and elect officers and 
go vigorously to work to exterminate these lawless men, 
provided they, were assured that they would be allowed to 
remain in, the County for this purpose, and were sup- 
plied with rations. 

Another suggestion you make is that the enrolling offi- 
cers be of age and discretion and sober habits—and not a 
boy,—be sent to the County, conniving at the class of 
such. 

You think if these suggestions of yours ean be carried 
out that order can be restored in the County. 

I have recited: your suggestions because I propose to 
submit this letter to the Govr. and perhaps to Genl. Holmes 
with the hope of getting. them to endorse their approval 
of such of them as they may think deserving it. 

Whatever may be the personal views of the Govr. and 
Genl Holmes, you cannot expect their official approval of 
shooting these robbers and murderers after they may be 
captured and prisoners. Surely the military tribunals by 
this time see the necessity of ridding the country of such 
men by summary military trial. 

I entertain no doubt, owing to the terrible state of 
things in the County, but that the Govr. will readily as- 
sent to the Home Guards staying at home, upon the con- 
ditions that they immediately organise, elect efficient offi- 
cers and go immediately to work in real earnest to cap- 
ture or expel the vicious deserters. 

As to the rations, I learn from the Adgt. Genl that the 
requisitions of the Qr. Master will be met for money, but 
rations cannot be sent. The Qr. Master must provide the 
substance or the men furnish their supplies and receive 
compensation in money. 

As to conniving at the class of deserters who are doing 
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no mischief and who would do no good as soldiers on the 
condition of their betraying the vicious ones, I do not 
suppose actual instructions to this effect could issue—but 
as it seems to be the only effective plan of accomplishing 
the object, your officers, I presume, would hazard nothing 
in trying the plan. 


[ Endorsement. | 


Ex. Office 
Raretien March 1, 1865. 

I have read this letter and approve the suggestions it 
contains. If the H. G. will organize promptly, elect loyal 
and efficient officers, I will order them able to remain at 
home to protect and arrest deserters and will send 200 good 
troops to their aid—but the citizens must show a disposi- 
tion to help themselves. No half way business will suit 
me. If you are unwilling to risk any thing in your own 
defence I shall not take troops from the front to protect 
them. TI shall also send in a few days an officer there with 
authority to enlist 200 of the better class of deserters who 
shall receive my protection and will place as condition that 
they clear their county of the others and keep it clear. 


I hope for your assistance in the matter. 
Respt. Z. B. Vance. 


To J. J. Jackson, 
Raxreieu, Mar. 1/65. 


The information here leaves the impression that Sher- 
man, is advancing by way of Cheraw, Fayetteville and 
this place. Beauregard and Jo Johnston have their head- 
quarters in Charlotte. 

The general opinion here is that Lee will shortly evacu- 
ate Petersburgh. I do not hear that Richmond is to be 
evacuated. The rumor may have no foundation. 
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David’ left Wilmington one day before the army occu- 
pied the place and came here via Fayettesville. His wife 
and children remained. He said she preferred to remain 
as did about all the rest of the inhabitants. The Rev. 
Hepburn staid in the house with her. She bore it heroic- 
ally. 

I am full of cares and duties and have no time to say 
more. 


To J.J. Jackson. 


Rarerien, March 2nd 1865. 

I have this day paid my tithes of corn 21 bushels and 
one bushel and 34 lbs. more corn in lieu of the 1-14 bu. 
of rye—and hold the receipt of the tithes collector here. 

He says he has the right to receive the corn in commu- 
tation of the rye. 

The Fayetteville factories are all burned and the arsenal 
blown up. 

[P. S.]—The enemy cross the C[ape] F[ear] twelve 
miles this side of Fayetteville—at least part of the army. 
Our opposing forces are at Summerville, all consternation 
here. 


Rerep Creek, N. C. March 2nd 1865. 


Is it possible for anything to be done to arrest the rob- 
bers in our county. They will ruin us all if something is 
not speedily done. Can you not use your influence with 
our Gov. to make some attempt. Our house tonight is a 
scene of confusion. Every thing is torn to pieces. My 
dear father’s safe broken and a large amount of money 
taken, besides so many other things that it is impossible to 


1 David G. Worth. 
2F¥rom some member of J. H. Foust’s family. 
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ennumerate. When the widow and orphans are thus 
treated (when no provocation has been given even) what 
can we expect. Do not let a human being know this let- 
ter was written. 

I will not even sign my name. 


To J. J. Jackson. 
Rareicu, Mar. 4th 1865. 


I have not a bu. here, nor 20 days supply of flour. I 
would have not exceeding 20 bu. sent to the R. R. I pre- 
fer that the balance be carried to Pittsboro—for the rea- 
son that I have reason to believe that Lee will evacuate 
Richmond and Petersburg and leave all N. C. East of 
Greensboro to the occupation of the enemy. The guage of 
the N. C. R. R. from Charlotte this way is being changed 
to conform to the S. C. R. R. and the Road from Danville 
to Richmond. 1000 hands are employed in this and the 
work is nearly completed from Charlotte to Salisbury. I 
deem Pittsboro the safest place in my knowledge. If you 
will undertake to have these views carried out, take as 
much of the wheat as you would charge a stranger for 
your trouble. 


From 8. 8. Jackson. 


Asuesoro, Mar 4th 1865. 
Censors Night before last about 50 Deserters went to Mrs. I. H. 
Foust’s broke open the safe with axes, and got about $1000. 
in Specie—about $7000. in Confed. money, about $9000. 
in Bank notes and a good deal in State Treasury notes—1 
Barrel of Sugar, leather and various other articles. Locked 
Mrs. Foust and Sallie up in a room while the plundering 
was going on. They took off all the keys. They went to 
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Alfred Smith’s same night and took 70 pieces of meat; 
Smith got 20 pieces back by giving some Brandy. Rob- 
bing up this way is becoming a daily occurrence. I learn 
this morning that there are about 700 troops at High Point 
from Gen. Lee’s army headed by Col. McAlister, supposed 
to be coming this way for the purpose of shooting down 
and catching them. I learned also, confidentially, that 
there is a letter here in the Post Office at this place, di- 
rected to the ‘‘Provost Marshal of Randolph County, N. 
C.” What this means J don’t know. I got a letter in con- 
fidence last night from a member of Congress at Rich- 
mond, and here are his words which I communicate to 
you in confidence. “That the thing is up with us and so 
regarded and admitted privately by every thinking man 
and many of the Jeff Davis extreme Secessionists. It is 
obliged to be so and the sooner we go back the better. It 
is perhaps too late now to save the negro. Certainly so 
unless an early move is made—but ten of thousands of 
precious lives and loss of all property, and ruin and bank- 
ruptey and at last whipped back will probably be our fate 
by holding on (if perchance we can possibly do so) six 
months longer.” All this I say to you in the strictest con- 
fidence. 

Our little boy is doing quite well. Elvira and Mrs. 
Worth have concluded that he favors Judge Murphy and 
I hope he may be half such aman. We are all well. Mrs. 
Worth has received no letter from you as yet. All send 
love. 


From J. M. Worth. 
Asueporo N. C. March 6th 1865. 
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positive information of Sherman’s Cavalry crossing the 
Peedee on Saturday at Dumas Ferry, if they come this 
way will be here in a day or two—we are not advised as 
to the number. I send this to High Point today. 


From J. M. Worth. 
Asneporo N. C. March 9th 1865. 


I want to urge with all my power I can that Gov. Vance 
send a man as promised to take charge of what I have 
been calling the better class of deserters. If he does not 
do it we are gone. The army that is here cannot submit. 
The County is full of all sorts of folks moving from Sher- 
man and we are being swallowed up. If the Gov. will 
send at once a man authorized to enlist the deserters I 
shall still have a little hope except I am bothered with all 
sorts of trouble sick, wounded and hungry, robbers and 
Rangers and every other sort of trouble. If the Gov. will 
send the man promised now all the wavering would be 
driven in by the forces here and then they could be sent 
away. Ihave no time to write more. 


To J. J. Jackson. 
Rateten March 11/665. 


The information received here and believed is that 
Fayetteville is to be evacuated and is probably now occu- 
pied by the enemy. From the Clerk having the care in 
Richmond of valuable papers belonging to the State I 
learned that he and all other public officers are ordered to 
pack up all their papers in readiness for removal. Said to 
be out of mere caution but probably looking to evacuation. 

I was about to send my wagons up fearing that you 
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might not be able to get my wheat away from Cane Creek. 
On reflection I think I should be more likely to lose my 
teams than to save my wheat. If it be not got off from 
Cane Creek, I shall lose it all. Try to save it if you can 
and keep as much as will satisfy you. Exercise the wisest 
discretion. 

I have got leave to pay my tithe corn and rye and wool 
here. Let the 25 bushels of corn you brought remain 
where it is unless you deem it safer to remove or to resell 
it for specie. 

I have awful responsibility—am calm and doing the 
best I can. 


From J. J. Jackson. 
Pirrssoro, N. C. March 12th 1865. 


Your letter came to hand when I was away on Deep 
River. I found it here when I returned on Friday even- 
ing. I had been to the River for several days shucking 
and shelling out corn to bring up here. I thought it would 
be greatly exposed on the South side of the River and 
wished if possible to get some up here for bread. I have 
brought off 7 barrels, and if there is no rain on this place 
and it is not destroyed, I may have bread until the sum- 
mer. I have since had it brought away. I immediately 
went out to try to find waggons to bring down your wheat 
and thought I had engaged one. But the Home Guards 
being ordered to come here to-morrow I failed in getting 
him. The roads are in wretched condition and I failed 
in getting anyone. I was going up to-morrow but have to 
leave with the H. G.s.* I have written to Alfred Lindly 
and if he will not haul it, I may get some one else when 
the roads dry off and I return. People in the community 
are trying to hide their provisions, expecting the enemy or 
the deserters. It is hard to tell where the safest place is. 


1 Home Guards. 
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There are 100 cavalry here now—they are in the old 
academy in my stable lot and in the end room of Briny’s 
House and the Col. T. Folk and Capt. Council are stay- 
ing with us in the office. I found them here when I got 
back. The Court House is full of them. Folk says he 
knows you very well. Served with you in the Legisla- 
ture. Every thing is in confusion although they are a 
remarkably well behaved set of men. Lucy told them 
they could occupy the end room of Briny’s house if there 
was no drunkenness, etc. etc. I will do the best I can 
with your wheat. But am so tied up that I can’t leave for 
Cane Creek. 

We got no news last night, only a report that the enemy 
were at Carthage and expected on Deep River and the 
coal fields. Love to all. 


P. S.—By the provisions of the late act I am bound 
to do Home Guard duty in the County. I am satisfied it 
will be a hard and exceedingly dangerous duty, but it 
can’t be helped. 


To J. J. Jackson, 
Rateten, Mar, 13/65. 


Tne advance of Fayetteville is occupied by the enemy. Bragg is re- 

Fre eer a) eeauine. Goldsboro being evacuated. Kinston probably 
occupied. The public stores are being removed from here. 
The Council of State meet to-da; to decide which or 
whether all the Executive officers shall remove and to 
what point. The Gov. favors Statesville, and so the Coun- 
cil will probably decide. TI think after the valuables are 
removed that I and the other State officers whose duties 
are purely civil, ought to remain here for the protection 
of the capitol. The Gov., I think, does not agree with me, 
and the Council will probably let him do their thinking. 
If I am ordered to leave I may go, but my convictions of 
duty to my State and to my family may take precedence 
to their orders. They have no legal right to order me. 
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All sensible men know the days of miracles are past— 
and that nothing but a miracle can save us. The contin- 
uance of the contest, without a miracle, is but to add to 
the hecatombs of slain and further destruction of property. 

This is probably the last letter I shall be able to send 
you. 

I am self possessed and putting all my affairs, State and 
personal, in the best posture I can. 


All well, 


To 8. 8. Jackson. 


Rateieu, Mar. 14/68. 


David was at Roxana’s Sunday night. A small party 
of mounted Yankees appeared there in the afternoon. It 
being understood that they captured all men able to bear 
arms, at Roxana’s earnest request, when they appeared in 
sight, David took to the bushes. They took 6 of her 
horses and mules, telling the negroes they would burn the 
house if they didn’t bring up all the mules. They brought 
up all they could. Six were away. These, I fear, they 
have got since. D. left at 9 o’clock Sunday night. They 
robbed Jack Williams and Dr. Williams. They went south 
of Little River Sunday night. I fear they returned Mon- 
day morning and robbed R. of the balance of her mules 
and corn ete. They took but little of her bacon. 

They took four of the negroes, Jim, Frank, Jesse, and 
young Sam to help them off with the horses, promising to 
send them back. Sam was inthe rear. The Yankee with 
him alighted to burn the bridge toward Bettie Walker’s. 
Before he got it on fire some concealed person shot him, 
wounding but not killing. The Yankees mounted and 
fled and Sam dismounted and ran home. The horse came 
home. 

The negroes were faithful. Dr. Williams took the 
bushes. The Yankees frightened his wife, made her dis- 
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close the hiding places of her valuables, stole them and 
departed. The Dr. came in, took his wife and children 
in the carriage and abandoned his house, furniture, ne- 
eroes, and everything. David left them 8 miles from 
here last night, his wife nearly a maniac. I fear they 
will be here to quarter on me. 

The best information here leads to the conclusion that 
Sherman’s main army will pass east of here—probably by 
Goldsboro. You are probably safe except from domestic 
robbers. 

March 15. 

Failed to finish, but overwhelmed with care. Nothing 
further from Roxana’s, except that the Yankee raiding 
parties are this side of her. I suppose she is stripped 
entirely of mules and provisions. Immense forces here 
and below here—and still they come. If the troops will 
fight Johnston will arrest Sherman—and they will fight 
under him if they will fight at all. 

Yours of the 12 is received. I thought it probable you 
would be able to do nothing as to my wheat. 

If, as is still believed by our military men, Sherman’s 
main army passes east of here, Chatham will escape, and 
then save my wheat if you can. 

All well. 

Beauregard arrived here yesterday. Dick Taylor and 
his command expected. A vast force is accumulating 
under Johnston’s command. 


From Elvira Worth Jackson to Mrs. Worth. 
Asnueporo, March 16 1865. 


We have had more peaceable times with the deserters 
since you left. I hear of no robbing being committed 
since these troops came in, and a large number of cavalry 
and wagons, etc. have passed here on their way to Raleigh. 
You ought to have seen us hiding meat, corn, etc. the other 
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day. We heard that 4000 Cavalry were to pass here and 
we knew if they did we would be eaten out and so we went 
to hiding hay and provisions. Fortunately for us the 
Cavalry turned off and went by Thomasville. We ex- 
pected a train of 150 wagons a day or two ago and they 
turned off at Page’s toll house and went to Franklinsville, 
and yesterday 100 Cavalry and 100 wagons passed here 
and they went to the same place. I guess they are about 
eat out at the Factory now. I hope you will write to me 
as long as there is any communication for I shall con- 
tinually be uneasy. William Stanton arrived here from 
Fayetteville yesterday—says Uncle B. G. Worth’s house, 
barn, provisions, ete. were all destroyed—lIs it not hor- 
rible—said brother was at Roxana’s. I hope he may 
escape. Don’t you suppose Sis Julia is in the greatest 
trouble about him? Not knowing where he is, ete. Rox- 
ana had not been pressed for provisions up to that time. 
Uncle Addison said he intended to stay and tough it out. 
Pittsboro is full to overflowmg with refugees from Fay- 
etteville. I think it is getting time now for this war to 
cease. It will never be settled by the sword. Peace now 
would be more acceptable to the people than all the wealth 
of the world even a peace on Lincoln’s terms. I fully 
concur with the great Dr. Franklin that “there never was 
a good war or a bad peace. 


From 8S. 8S. Jackson. 


Asueporo, March 16 1865. 


Your letter of the 13th has been received and it makes us 
all feel so bad to think that all will soon be in the enemies 
lines, or in the midst of large and hostile armies that 
must desolate and destroy the whole country—Would it 
not be best for all or a part of the family to come up here 
and stay with us? If you think it best we would like so 
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much for them to come up and remain with us during the 
trouble. We have alarming accounts from Fayette. Wm. 
Stanton came up by Sister Roxana’s on Saturday. David 
was there. He didn’t think that any provisions, etc. had 
been impressed from her at that time. He came out of 
Fayette on one side as the enemy came in on the other. 
B. G. Worth’s property was all burned in the country— 
dwelling, barns, forage, ete. J. A. Worth is going to re- 
main. The enemy arrested Col. Walter L. Steele and 
other prominent men in the route and drove them into 
Fayette before them bare footed and in their shirt and 
drawers. Our forces burned the bridge at Fayette. The 
enemy destroyed all the Factories. Burned the store, 
dwelling and Factory of Murchison. Took off all his ne- 
groes; and they say made Mose Murchison ride into 
Fayette on a mule. Our army took all the provisions that 
McDiarmid had and left the people in Fayette only three 
months rations allowanced them. LE. J. Hale and son are 
in Pittsboro. They didn’t get off the Printing Press— 
and a great many other refugees are there. It is reported 
that a part of Sherman’s army is moving up the Coal 
Field R. KR. 

A wagon train and cavalry are continually passing 
through this place and the neighborhood on their way to 
Raleigh, as they say, pressing horses, forage, etc. 

If you have the time write us how things are getting 
on—whether there will be a stand at Raleigh and how 
many troops we have, when Bragg forms a junction with 
Johnston; and if you have not the time we hope one of the 
girls will write. 

I hope you will remain at home if the authorities will 
permit it and think about the girls coming up here and 
let me know if you think it best, they had better come 
right away. 
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To J. J. Jackson. 
Raterten, Mar. 20/65. 


We have no more reliable account of the fight near 
Averysboro than that you will see in this day’s paper. All 
accounts represent that we gained a large advantage. Only 
Hardee’s corps was engaged, which, under Johnston’s 
orders, fell back during the night to get a better situation 
and fight again. From the humblest soldier to the high- 
est officer the most undoubting confidence is reposed in 
Johnston. Our men are confident under his lead. He 
seems to be the Greene of old. 

We are all packed up—I mean the officers of State, and 
ready to fly. My family will remain here. It is unde- 
cided where we will go. I hope however, and my hope 
amounts almost to a belief, that the city will not be taken. 
Johnston has an immense force and Sherman is confront- 
ing him near Smithfield. Unless Johnston should risk a 
general battle and sustain defeat, Raleigh will not immedi- 
ately fall. ; 

Rumors believed to be reliable, coming from various 
sources represent heavy fighting yesterday and a resump- 
tion before day this morning. Wounded soldiers who 
came up on the train say the sound of the cannonade re- 
ceded from the road, from which they infer that the enemy 
was being driven back. 


Voed sd. J ackeson. 
Rareien, Mar. 21/65. 


For the double purpose of securing my horses and mules 
and saving my wheat etc. at Cane Creek, under a passport 
from the Gov. and David’s convoy my wagons will leave 
here to-morrow morning and will go to Pittsboro via Hay- 
wood, if he deem it safe, and go down to advise and assist 
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Roxana. Persons who live in the line of march of either 
army generally lose all their horses. I know Roxana has 
lost half of hers and presume she has lost all. If I lose 
mine we shall be ruined. I wish them detained in your 
care and kept out of the line of march of the enemy until 
Sherman shall be repulsed or shall have passed us. Should 
they be detained for some time, I hope they can be em- 
ployed in some way to cover expenses—possibly sent to 
plow at Roxana’s if there is no further danger there. I 
hope Davis will be able to communicate with you. 

I deem everything of mine very insecure there and want 
all but the hay taken to Pittsboro. I shall have to ask 
you to go with them. They will have to make two trips 
unless you can hire help. 

I will write you every day as long as I can. I know 
not what hour I will have to fly. 

We have no reliable news for the past few days. The 
rumors are all favorable to our arms. All well. 


To J. J. Jackson. 


Ratzicu, Mar. 22/65. 

No reliable news from the army since the fight of Sun- 
day, excepting the uncertain information received by our 
wounded sent to this Hospital who report all our com- 
bats resulting in our favor. No general battle has oc- 
curred. We still have hopes this city will not be captured, 
but all heavy stores are removed and the light ones ready 
and cars in waiting to remove those of the Treasury on 
brief notice. 

We may be able to check or repel the enemy for a few 
months—but all the Gulf States disregard the acts of con- 
scription, taxation, ete.—and the other States are mani- 
festly unable to maintain the contest long. The Presi- 
dent holds that he has power only to negotiate to preserve— 
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not to annihilate the Confederacy. He will negotiate only 
on the basis of independence—and sees that this is im- 
practicable. He concedes the only reasonable hope of 
avoiding confiscation, pains and penalties—in short total 
ruim—is reunion, which on his theory, can be effected 
only by the separate action of the States in convention. 
With the connivance of the President and his coadjutors, 
an effort will be made for the prompt calling of State 
conventions. This is being done by a sort of Congres- 
sional caucus. Gov. Vance has called his council. I do 
not doubt that our Genl. A. will be immediately convoked 
and that they will take prompt measures for a convention. 
This is the only hope of saving anything from the wreck. 
We may avoid further abolition, confiscation, and prose- 
cutions for treason by this measure. 

I know confidentially that Gov. Graham deems the 
calling of a convention with a view to reunion on the best 
terms we can get. I hope your judgment will approve 
and that you will take your stand for it. I think it will 
be called by acclamation if the Assembly can get together 
in time. 

My wagons and horses will reach you tomorrow to try 
and secure my effects at Cane Creek. 

David started to Roxana’s today by way of Haywood. 
I have heard nothing from him since I wrote you. 


Awfully hurried. All well. 


To J. J. Jackson. 
Rarzicu, Mar. 31/65. 

I got home at 2 o’clock this morning from Greensboro, 
leaving my clerks in charge of the State valuables until 
Sherman’s plans shall be developed. In what direction he 
intends to move from Goldsboro is now deemed uncertain. 
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I shall remain here until new developments shall indicate 
where I ought to go and will write you every day. It is 
generally believed that Sherman will not move on this 
city. As soon as this shall become certain I shall want 
my teams sent home and in the meantime, hope you can 
so employ them that they can save what they consume. 
If you have already sent them, it will be all right as I 
can send them off again if Sherman approaches. 

As to Roxana, Addison, and Barzillai, I enclose Jetter 
to me from Adelaide giving all the reliable news I have. 
I think we shall lose our boat. It is not burned but the 
Yankees have it. It is reported they will return it or pay 
for it. I do not credit this. All our boat hands went to 
the Yankees. 

A letter has got through from Julia. She has not been 
molested. 

Judge S—’s cowardice in not holding the court at Pitts- 
boro and Asheboro is criminal. It is an acknowledgment 
to the deserters that they have overawed the courts. There 
was no danger which would alarm a man not excessively 
timorous. Mr. Gilmer and I went to Court. Jurors, wit- 
nesses, and parties were not afraid to attend and were 
there. The cowardly conduct of the judge invites mob 
law. 

We are beginning to see the natural fruits of civil war— 
thus far not more bitter than the history of the past led 
me to expect. If we can get through with life I shall 
feel grateful. 

Johnston’s army is strong and still receiving heavy rein- 
forcements from the fragments of Hood’s army, but Sher- 
man is in position to receive any amount of reinforce- 
ments and he will only move when he has a crushing force. 
We have nothing to rely upon but a miracle, and our 
statesmen exhibit their natural sagacity in relying on one. 

You inquire my views whether it would be “safe to 
buy a few thousand dollars worth of property and pay for 
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it in Con. currency.”’ The question is too general to enable 
me to advise. Ifa man has the currency on hand beyond 
what he needs for necessary expenses, I think it should 
be invested in the purchase of some property, or converted 
to specie. 

I shall feel extremely solicitous about Steve and Mack. 
If Lindsay does not protect them they will almost infallibly 
be robbed. 

I learn this evening from Adj. Gen. Gatlin that Stone- 
man with his cavalry has passed through Caldwell county, 
directing his course towards Wilkesboro. It is feared his 
object is to strike Salisbury or Greensboro or some other 
point where he may destroy our stores and cut off our com- 
munications. If his object be frustrated, Johnston’s force 
must be essentially weakened. 

On the question of the immediate call of the Genl. A., 
with the view of calling a convention, the Council (four 
members only being present) was equally divided. So 
the A. will not be called 

We are all well. 


To J. J. Jackson. 
Rateien, Apl. 1/65. P. M. 

The Gov. received a dispatch today that Stoneman with 
an estimated force of 3000 reached Wilkesboro via Cald- 
well county on last Wednesday, supposed to be aiming to 
cut the Piedmont road. The Gov. thinks proper steps have 
been taken to frustrate the design. I think the measures 
are inadequate, if Stoneman’s force is half as great as 
supposed. 

We have a telegram today that Grant attacked Bushrod 
Johnson’s command yesterday and drove them 15 miles, 
when Johnson was reinforced and drove them back with 
great slaughter beyond their first line, and captured 700 
prisoners. Our loss not stated. 


375 


376 


Conference at 


Fortress Monroe. 
Stoneman’s raid. 


Evacuation of 
Richmond. _ 
Private affairs. 


Norru Carortmna HisrorrcaL COMMISSION. 


All quiet about Goldsboro. I am anxious to hear from 
Steve and Mack. 

Greensboro is now in more danger from Stoneman than 
Raleigh is from Sherman, as I think. 

All well. 


To J. J. Jackson. 
Rauzicu, Apl 2/65. _ P. M. 


No news to-day excepting an article in the V. Y. Herald 
that Lincoln and Seward were at Fortress Monroe meeting 
anew peace commission—which I do not believe. We are 
too near whipped for Lincoln to treat on the basis of our 
Independence and Davis will not treat on other terms. 

We have nothing new from Stoneman and only press 
telegrams as to the late fighting near Petersburg on which 
little reliance can be placed. They represent Bushrod 
Johnson as being first driven back 1-$ miles as being then 
reinforced and driving the enemy back with great slaugh- 
ter to and beyond the station from which he started. I 
am extremely anxious about my team—have heard nothing 
save your letter written about the time they started from 
your house to Cane Creek. 

All quiet about Goldsboro. 


To J. J. Jackson. 
GreEnsporo Apl. 3rd P. M. 


The report that Stoneman was at Huntsville and prob- 
ably marching on the place induced me to come here. Stone- 
man has moved North towards Wytheville and the place 
is now deemed safe. 

Richmond was evacuated on Sunday after a bloody bat- 
tle in which we lost many men. It is not known whether 
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Lee is still at Petersburg but it is believed he is flying, but 
ot course this is conjecture. 

Stoneman will certainly move on Raleigh and almost 
vertainly capture it. If Lee escaped with a respectable 
part of his army I suppose all the State east of here will 
be abandoned. If any other resistance can be made it 
must be by the junction of Johnson and Lee in the mid- 
dle portions of the State. Looking to the want of sup- 
plies the vast superiority of the enemies’ forces and the 
repugnance of the people to a further resistance, there 
is no ground of hope, save to those whose superstition sus- 
tains them. 

If it were possible now I would have my team go home 
and take each a load of my most valuable property which 
could be best spared by the family, including some meat 
and corn—and go with my hands to Roxana’s and make 
a crop there. JI feel certain that Raleigh will soon fall 
into the hands of the enemy. This however is imprac- 
ticable, unless David should come up and accompany the 
team. In this case if the danger should not be too press- 
ing the teams should haul some wood before leaving and 
Stone should return with one horse to tend my lots and 
go backwards and forwards to take care of my stock. 
Should David come up and approve the scheme, he should 
take my new bellows and Smith tools and bury the anvil— 
and let Jo work in the shop at Roxana’s—If I plant a 
crop at Raleigh I have little hope that I would be allowed 
to cultivate it. 

This is the best scheme I can think of. If Roxana has 
force enough to cultivate all her good land, it is probable 
that good land could be rented of somebody in that region 
who has lost his horses. 

If David comes up submit this scheme to him and if he 
approves the general idea and can carry it out he may 
make such modifications as he thinks proper. 

Zylpha and Evander might tend a few acres of the best 
of my place, Steve and Julius doing the ploughing. 
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I now feel exiled from home in real earnest. 
I am quite well—Dined to-day at Gov. Morehead’s with 
Genl. Beauregard. 


To J. J. Jackson. 
GREENSBORO, Apl 8/65. 

I left home last Sunday, to meet the threatened raid 
from Stoneman. On my arrival my Wiley went home. 
He has just returned bringing up your letters. I had not 
heard a word from Stone and Mack until this morning. 
I hear from Mr. Wiley that it is not probable that Johnson 
will make a stand East of Raleigh. The place may fall 
into the hands of the enemy very soon. It is expected at 
any time. I have grown extremely anxious to have Stone 
and Mack go home with the view of sending my stock of 
horses and hands and as many of my valuables as we can 
spare to Roxana’s and making a crop there, but I can do 
nothing till David comes with them and fear it will be 
too late. . 

I go home to-night and will remain there till the enemy 
gets near. 

I have some 200 bu. of corn at Raleigh. I shall be 
unable to move it. I will lend you a load if you need it 
and will send for it. It is shelled. You would have to 
come or send white man with your team. I am much hur- 
ried and have time only to say that little is known—noth- 
ing certainly—as to Lee’s army. There are reports here 
that he has had another great fight and won a victory. The 
report is generally believed—but I can: trace it to no re- 
liable source. If it be true it only postpones the catastro- 
phe, with the loss of thousands more of lives. 

It is indispensable to my plans that David come soon 
to Raleigh with my teams. It will do no good for them 
to come without him. I ardently hope I may find them 
at Raleigh when I get home. 
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I have not heard of the 11 bu. of wheat used by Hanni- 
bal and I never thought of leaving the fan, or cornsheller. 
I am well and as cheerful as possible. 


To J. J. Jackson. 
Rauzrteu, Apl. 9/65. 


The reports as to the immediate danger of this city are Raleigh in no 
nger. 

not well founded. J am just from an interview with the 
Governor, who returned yesterday from Gen. Johnston’s 
headquarters. The signs are that Sherman will move very 

soon, but whether it will be for Raleigh or to unite with 

Grant is very uncertain. Johnston has ordered the burn- 

ing of the bridges over the Roanoke at Gaston and Wel- 

don, and the removal of all the food for man or beast lying 

between Goldsboro and those bridges. This indicates his 

belief that Sherman may move in that direction. If he 

move toward Raleigh, our army will probably fight behind 
temporary breastworks at every eligible place and retard, 

if unable to arrest, the advance of the enemy. 

In this state of affairs, I deem it best that Steve and ee business 

Mack come home at once. I have got my affairs so ar- 

ranged that I shall not leave home again until the danger 

is near. In this event I could go with them to Roxana’s. 

In the meantime I could employ them to much advantage 

here. Let them come at once. As to their load I can give 

no very precise directions. You have not said, but I sup- 

pose they have hauled to Pittsboro my stack of oats and 

a part or all my stack of hay. I prefer that they bring 

the oats and as much wheat as they can haul in addition 

to the oats. I hope they can bring 10 bushels of wheat 

in each wagon and all the oats. If they cannot, they must 

bring less wheat. Ifthe enemy should move towards Wel- 

don or be repelled so that I can make a crop here, it is im- 

possible to get rough food. If they did not get the oats, 

let them bring hay. 
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They can come safely under the pass from the Goy. and 
me. Let them come by such route as Steve, with your ad- 
vice, may deem best and bring as much load as they can 
haul. The roads are now firm and they can haul fair loads. 
If the ford over Haw river is a good one, I suppose the 
usual road will be best, but Steve has been over both routes 
and can best judge. I want them also to bring the flax. 
I now have some faint hopes that I may be able to retain 
them here and make a crop, and if not, I want them here 
as soon as possible. 

Not a particle of reliable information has been received 
since the battle resulting in the evacuation of Richmond. 

If I find the enemy advancing in this direction, I shall 
go with my teams, taking all my light furniture of value, 
and make a crop at Roxana’s or thereabouts. 

I do not believe Pittsboro in much danger, but if I 
ean still control my teams I will move my wheat should 
it seem to be endangered. 

Brothers B.* and A.’ have sustained enormous loss. A. 
writes me he wishes he had been Sampson with a cart load 
of the jaw bones of asses and he would have made piles 
of Yankees. 

All well. 


To J. J. Jackson. 
Co’s. Suops Apl. 21/65. 

Last Wednesday week at 9 P. M. I left Raleigh. The 
enemy entered the city next morning. I had left the train 
containing the State valuables at Greensboro. Stoneman 
had eut the R. R. 10 miles west of Greensboro and the 
Danville road 7 miles north of Greensboro, by a sudden 
dash on last Monday week. Our train fled to Hillsboro. 
On Stoneman’s disappearance we returned to Greensboro 
and when negotiations for peace commenced last Thurs- 


' Barzillai G. Whort. ® Joseph Addison Worth. 
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day week and a suspension of hostilities took place we 
came here. I think the terms of peace are agreed upon 
subject to ratification. I do not know what they are, but 
understand they are favorable—the old constitution of the 
U. S. the basis. Lee’s army being destroyed—and as a 
consequence, Johnston’s demoralized, the whole army 
would have dissolved by desertion, but for the commence- 
ment [suspension?] of hostilities. If the terms of peace 
are favorable we are indebted to the clemency of the enemy 
for them. 

Govs. Graham and Swain, as commissioners of Gov. 
Vance met Sherman before his troops reached Raleigh and 
secured good treatment to Raleigh. He allowed all the 
State officers with their effects to return to Raleigh, with 
assurance of protection with a sort of prison bounds 24 
miles in diameter, Raleigh being the center. Davis then 
at Greensboro, ordered the arrest of Graham—but by the 
rapid advance of the enemy he and Swain were in the 
enemy’s lines and taken prisoners before the order reached 
Hampton. Sherman treated them politely—decided as 
they had got into his lines on good faith they should re- 
turn in good faith. Johnston evaded the order to arrest, 
after Graham got back. Our commissioners were exposed 
to great personal peril in getting back through our lines. 
Davis with 300 cavalry, left Greensboro last Wednesday. 
T have heard nothing of him since. It is supposed he is 
gone west of the Mississippi. Lee was handsomely treated 
by the enemy. Grant would not accept his sword, nor 
even exact any parole from him. Both shed tears. Lee 
is with his family in Richmond. Lincoln shot by an as- 
sassin in the theatre at Washington died a few hours after- 
wards—and Seward and his son dangerously wounded by 
another assassin. 

The Confederate Government will not let the State offi- 
cers return to Raleigh. All would return if our authori- 
ties would let us, excepting the Gov. who thinks it would 
be unbecoming in him to become a quasi prisoner. 
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I have had a dreadful diarrhea for two days past—am 
very feeble and not yet well, but think I am a litle better. 

I am distressed as to the prospect of making any crop. 
From what I hear, I fear you did not get off my teams in 
time and I fear, and almost believe, that I have lost my 
teams and wheat. If this be so, it is desirable that I 
should know it as soon as possible. I could perhaps buy 
some army mules or horses to make a crop. Try to let 
me know how you have fared and whether my teams and 
wheat are gone? How you can do it I cannot suggest. Per- 
haps you can get word to my family. I have not had a 
word from them since I left but have no doubt but they 
and my property in Raleigh are safe. 

If you can, forward this letter to brother Addison who 
will get it to David and Roxana. 

I met opportunities to send verbal messages to Sam and 
Jas. Cotton and others. 

The vast stores on this road have been destroyed, stolen, 
and wasted and the army is subsisting by ruthless im- 
pressment. 


To Dr. Pugh. 
RareieH July 23rd 1865. 


I have just returned from Washington where I have 
been laboring for three weeks to save a little of the wreck 
of the old North State. I have succeeded to an important 
extent. I hope to be able to raise $200,000 to $400,000 
which would have been lost but for my efforts. The U. 
S. Govt. has seized 1100 bales of our cotton since the peace 
proclamations of Sherman and Schofield. This has not 
been surrendered as erroneously announced in the Stand- 
ard. I do not despair as to this. 

The vast accumulation of letters and business makes it 
impossible for me to answer your inquiries at present with 
precise accuracy. An approximation to exactness may 
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answer your purpose. ‘The entire indebtedness of the 
State is about $31,000,000 of which about $12,000,000. 
was contracted before 20th May 1861. 

About 19,000,000. is war debt—all of which is funded 
or bears interest except about $5,000,000. non-interest 
bearing Treasury notes. The State has about $4,500,000. 
in stocks in R. R.s. and a debt of about $2,500,000. from 
R. Rs. with which the State has exchanged bonds, and 
about $2,000,000 of the debt belongs to the Comrs. of the 
Sinking Fund; making a set-off of $9,000,000. and leav- 
ing a balance of $22,000,000. of State debt. 

If this statement be not satisfactory I can make it more 
accurate and will do so upon your request, but it would 
require much time to make it exactly correct. 

The statement that I have written to Alf. Brown or to 
any body else, that I would probably be candidate for 
Govr and that I expected to be supported mainly by the 
Secession war-party is false. There is no public man in 
N. C. whose whole public record is so completely at va- 
riance with the principles of that party. No one who so 
utterly opposed them in the zenith of their power. That 
I should feel any affiliation for them when time has dem- 
onstrated the correctness of my views and the folly of 
theirs, would prove me deficient in common honesty or 
common sense. 

As a constant advocate of civil liberty and republican 
government, I would have the State government reorgan- 
ized by the call of a Convention by our Genl Assembly 
and every body allowed to vote for delegates who is en- 
titled to vote by under our constitution immediately prior 
to May 20/61. I have no fear that the Secessionists 
could have carried the elections. If they could it would 
prove that the people are too foolish to be trusted with 
the elective franchise. I would at present vote for no man 
to any legislative office who was a Secessionist. 

I suppose my quamdam friend Trogden finds that 
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many—perhaps most of the Secessionists—respect my con- 
sistent opposition to their doctrine and give me credit for 
honesty—and hence would vote for me in preference to 
any one whose political course was less consistent. 

I thank you and my old friends for your complimentary 
endorsement of my political consistency and assure you 
I am now what I always have been—one who seeks pop- 
ularity only by trying to do right. 


To C. B. Dibble. 
Ratreieu, N. C. July 26/65. 

Your letter of the 5th imst. was duly recd by me in 
Washington City and I was advised of the arrival of the 
bagging and rope in Wilmington—but it has not yet gone 
up the W. C. & R. R. R., the repairs to the road not being 
completed. It is hoped the road will be ready for freight 
about this time. When the bagging goes up I shall lose 
no time in getting my cotton in shipping condition and 
forwarding a part or all of it to you for sale. 

I think there is no bank in this State which can pay its 
issues.—If the State shall repudiate all her debts made 
since the war, the best of our Banks cannot pay more than 
¢ of their liabilities. Many of them cannot pay «4 if 
the whole war debt of the State shall be repudiated, which 
is a rather probable event. 

New Yorx Orry. 


To N. H. D. Wilson. 


Rarrieu, July 26/65. 
I left here for Washington City on the 27th ult. where 
I was detained for more than three weeks on important 
business for the State. On my return I found such an ac- 
cumulation of business and so many letters to answer that 
I have been quite unable to bring up everything. This is 
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my excuse for the delay in answering yours of the 30th 
ult. 

Since the occupation of the capitol by the U. S. troops, 
all my reports have disappeared. I have not a copy of 
my last report nor of the Comptroller’s. 

The State owes about $12,000,000 contracted before the 
war. 

Since the war about $19,000,000. Of this about $5,- 
300,000. due by Treasury notes—and about $3,000,000 to 
Banks. 

The last tax was about $2,000,000—and the State tax 
of Guilford was about [Line missing]. I have not at 
hand the means of making my guess more accurate. If 
this does not answer your purpose, let me know, as I hope 
in a few days I can find time to hunt up the documents 
and make my answer more satisfactory. 

GREENSBORO. 


To Swepson, Mendenhall & Co.* 


Rarerien, N. C. 
July 28th 1865. 


I have ordered the shipping to you, for the State, of a 
considerable lot of cotton, and will order to you other large 
lots of Rosin, ete.—provided you send me immediately by 
Express ten thousand dollars, to be retained with interest 
out of your first sales. The State has no money and must 
have this sum to pay expenses of getting her stuff ready 
for transportation. If you can’t make the advance I must 
ship to a house that will make it. Answer immediately. 


New Yorx Crry. 


1 A firm composed of George W. Swepson, later to become noto- 
rious on account of his connection with reconstruction frauds, and 
Cyrus P. Mendenhall. 
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To Joseph A. Worth. 
Rareieu, July 30th 1865. 

The State has sundry lots of rosin in beds which must 
go to market by the Cape Fear—to-wit 

7000 bbls at Smith’s in Harnett County. This was pur- 
chased for the State by J.C. Hood, who can tell what 
Smith. 

22000. in Harnett in charge of R. Godwin. 

It is necessary that this be barreled and got to market 
without delay. I think it best to let out the barreling and 
getting it to the river to the lowest bidder, but if you will 
undertake to manage this matter with a view to the best 
interests of the State, I will leave it to your discretion to 
adopt the plan you deem best. We have no other means 
out of which to pay the expenses of the Convention and 
expedition is necessary. If you will undertake to let out 
this job to a contractor you will be paid a fair compensa- 
tion. Can the C. F. Steam boat Co. send up flats for it ? 
I want to ship it all to N. Y.—care of Worth & Daniel, 
Wilmington, Swepson, Mendenhall & Co. N. Y. Give me 
a prompt answer—If you decline the job recommend some 
man of capacity and honesty who would be likely to be 
willing to undertake for me to contract for the doing of 
this job. 


To D. G. Worth. 


Raxeieu, Aug. 3/65. 
You have nothing to do in relation to your salt commis- 
sion, unless there be State property in your hands, or in 
the hands of others, in which case you will report to me 


of what such property consists and where it is. 


We are all well. 
I write to Mr. Wilkes Morris. 
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To Rev. C. H. Wiley. 
Rareien, Aug. 11th 1865. 


Your letter reached me during my long absence at Wash- 
ington City. On my return I found such an accumulation 
of letters and pressing and important business, and the 
Govr., when well, has been so busy that I could not get 
his attention to it so promptly as I could have wished. 

He instructs me to say to you that you are laboring 
under an entire misapprehension—that he has no unkind 
feeling toward you, and has no wish whatever to break you 
down: that he felt a little on account of your apparent re- 
sistance towards him after you took sides in his run for 
Govr—but says he has no unkind feeling towards you. 

I never saw the newspaper article to which you refer. I 
infer it reficcted on you in some way, but I never heard 
how, nor did I ever hear of it at all, except your allusion 
to it. 


GREENSBORO. 


To B. G. Worth. 
Raurien, Aug. 11th 1865. 


The decision that the U. 8S. govt. would not pursue or 
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eapture property bona fide sold and delivered by the Con- u.s 


federate authorities, I heard Genl Schofield declare to one 
of his subordinates. It was, as I understood him, so or- 
dered by the authorities at Washington City. I since learn 
the same thing on all hands. 

I suppose your course should be to apply to the officer 
having charge of this property and exhibit to him Col. 
Child’s transfer of this property to you. It would be best 
to make this application in writing, accompanied with a 
copy of Col. Child’s transfer. If the officer should doubt 
his right to return it to you, which I deem improbable, 
he would refer the application to a superior authority; or 
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if not you could then lay before the military Commandant 
of the State, (at present Genl. Ruger) your claim, show- 
ing a copy of the petition you had preferred to the in- 
ferior officer and asking for an order on him to restore 
the property to you. 

I have ordered the Daily Sentinel to you till 1 Jan. next. 
I am sure it will suit you better than the paper ordered. 
The subseription is $4. Dr. Pell is editor. I have not 
paid for it because I have no money. I have had to bor- 
row about all the money I have used for the past 4 months. 
Send it to him when you can. The Richardson circular 
is inaccurate. I will send a more correct one soon. 

I don’t think you will be any safer by getting your tan- 
ner to give his receipt to you. You should notify him that 
you hold this order and its date and get Bunkringer to 
state the fact to any officer who may apply for them. I 
think the U. S. will not take them from you. 

I will write further as soon as I get accurate informa- 
tion as to the whereabouts of the rosin. 


To J. L. Bason. 


Ratziew N.C, Aug. 12/65. 

Yours of the 10th inst. received. JI will address Mr. 
Springs as soon as I shall think he may be at home. 

In reply to your inquiry as to your State bonds, you 
know all will depend on the Legislative power—and I think | 
the class of bonds you hold are likely to be provided for, 
if the Convention shall confine itself strictly to amending 
the Constitution and such other acts as are necessarily 
preliminary to our full restoration to the Union. Tull this 
is done there can be no free legislation. If the Conven- 
tion act on the State debt it will repudiate all the debt 
made since 20 May 1861, and if the whole of this debt, 
due to our own people be repudiated, it will not be strange 
if it become popular to refuse to pay the debt contracted 
before the war, much of which is not due to our citizens. 
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To N. H. D- Wilson. 


Raruieu, Aug. 12th 1865. 
Yours of the 8th inst. came to hand to-day. 
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issued since May 20/61 to the amount of $2,234,500. 

The management of the Literary Fund was transferred 
from my department to a special Treasurer some 18 months 
ago, and I cannot answer your inquiry as to the amt of 
State bonds held by the comrs of this Fund, at present. If 
I can possibly find an hour’s leisure shortly, I will hunt 
up for you this information. The amount, I think, is 
about $300,000.—Most of the Literary fund—about $1,- 
100,000. and all the funds of the University, are invested 
in the Banks of N. C. and C. F. and these two banks hold 
a yery large amount of the bonds and Treasury notes of 
the State, issued since the war. If the State pay no part 
of its debts contracted since the war, the stock in both 
these Banks will be worthless and a small part of their 
circulation only can be paid from the their assets. I do 
not know what amount of State bonds may be held by the 
Rail Roads. 

I have no official information as to your second in- 
quiry—as to the arms and ordinance stores of the State. 
If turned over to the Con. Govt. I presume it is not ma- 
terial whether paid for or not—The Confederate Govt. 
owed the State some $8,000,000. in one way and another, 
for war expenditures made by this State. I think all the 
arms and ordinance stores have passed away from the State 
either to the U. S. by capture or surrender or to the hands 
of individual citizens. 


GREENSBORO. 
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To Z. B. Vance. 
Rareieu, Aug. 12th 1865. 


Yours of the 8th inst. is reed. 

Some of its expressions led me to fear that you feel an- 
noyed at my inquiries as to the furniture of your mansion. 
If in the fact of making the inquiries or the manner of 
making them I have given occasion for surprise I regret 
it, since I am sure nothing could be more foreign from my 
purpose than to be guilty of unbecoming inquisiveness 
or in any way to annoy you. You speak of two letters to 
Mr. Simonton and one to yourself in relation to this fur- 
niture. I do not remember writing but one letter to Mr. 
Simonton in relation to the furniture. In one authorising 
him to sell the mules, I mention that he is not to sell the 
furniture of the Governor’s mansion, showing that if I had 
heard that it had been captured, I had forgotten it. You 
referred, when I saw you in Washington, to some news- 
paper article or report you had heard in reference to some- 
thing sharp Mrs. V. had said to some Yankee official, as to 
which I had heard nothing. It may be that you then spoke 
of the seizure of this property. If so I do not now remem- 
ber it. You seemed to fear that it might be possible Mrs. 
V., in a moment of irritation might have said something 
imprudent. If the capture of the property was spoken of 
I presume it was incidental. At all events I don’t remem- 
ber to have heard the property had been captured until 
Gov. Holden asked me to write to Mr. Simonton in rela- 
tion to it. My letter to you simply asked for a list of it. 
I did not want it sent here, or taken from your possession, 
there being at present no use for it here. 

In using the word “capture” in relation to your letter 
book I did not mean that it was taken against your will. 
I knew you had not retained it from any desire to conceal 
it from any body and have often said the publication of 
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it would be your most effectual vindication against the 
attacks of your enemies. 

Mr. McPheeters, as I understand, says the great seal 
was in the box containing your letter book—and I sup- 
posed you might know whether it was taken off with the 
letter book. 

I have no intention to pursue money which has been paid 
to officials by your orders, as compensation for salary or 
service. I desire to avoid disturbing any irregularity 
where the intent was all right, and I know of no act of 
yours of a contrary character. I did not understand from 
Mr. Shober’s certificate whether you had received it or 
not. If you had caused it to be paid into the Treasury and 
drawn it out by your warrant, I think it would have been 
better. I know your compensation as well as mine, was 
vastly inadequate and hope you may be paid something 
sometime. 

You ask “T should like to know how far back it is pro- 
posed to go in compelling State officials to refund.” I 
am not aware of any intention to require any official to 
refund any thing paid him for salary or services. If 
money was placed in the hands of any official to be ex- 
pended for the State and not so expended, he ought to be 
required to refund. No case of this kind has been brought 
to my notice excepting Mr. Hayes. According to my pres- 
ent information he has a large bal. of gold placed in his 
hands to buy rosin which he did not expend. If on fuller 
inquiry I shall be satisfied that such is the fact, I shall 
endeavor to make him refund. He admits to me there was 
some $2000. of this gold unexpended but claims to be en- 
titled to set it off by a like sum which he alleges he loaned 
to Mr. White in England. I reject this set off, because 
I know nothing about it. 

In all cases similar to this the official ought to be com- 
pelled to refund. 

If you are under the impression that I have umneces- 
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sarily annoyed you in any of the matters as to which I 
have written you, I regret it. I never entertained an un- 
kind feeling towards you, but the very contrary. I have 
differed in opinion with you, as you have with me, in some 
public affairs, but I have always had and expressed the 
highest regard and respect for you. 

Collie & Co. got all the property in the West Indies and 
the vessels in which the State had an interest towards a 
debt they claimed against the State. 


STATESVILLE. 


To D. G. Worth. 
Rareieu, Aug. 16th 1865. 


My measures for getting off the State rosin work very 
slowly. I can’t tell with any certainty when I can get 
any of it off. I fear it will be some weeks—Will notify 
you as soon as I can. J am making considerable progress 
in getting cotton—have secured some 300 bales. None of 
it will pass through your place. I have hopes of getting 
a good deal in Robeson, Columbus, Richmond, Anson and 
Stanley. JI am in hourly expectation of Mr. Jackson on 
his way, via Wilmington, to look after it. 

* * * * * * * 

My duties are very onerous, but I am gratified with 
the conviction that I am rendering most important service 
to the State which I think will be appreciated. 

All quite well. 


WILMINGTON. 


To Andrew Johnson. 
Ratzren, N. C. Aug. 18th 1865. 


I learn that the Hon. Thomas Ruffin Sr is about to file 
his petition for pardon under the provisions of your proc- 
lamation of the 29th May. 
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From the interest you are believed to have always felt in 
the affairs of your native State, you doubtless know that 
he was long the ornament of the Supreme Court of this 
State, as its Chief Justice, which position he resigned many 
years ago on account of old age, retiring to his farm and 
declining to take any active part in the political conflicts 
of the times. 

In the winter of 1861 he was sees one of five com- 
missioners to meet like commissioners on the part of the 
other States of the Union, commonly called the Peace 
Congress, where he labored to preserve the Union. 

After war actively commenced, he was elected a mem- 
ber of the Convention of 1861 and voted as did many other 
members of that body, for the ordinance of Secession, and 
afterwards, without violence, acted in conformity with this 
vote. 

He is now a very old man. By industry and judicious 
economy he had acquired prior to the late war, an ample 
fortune, consisting mainly in investments in stocks and in 
slaves, both of which are now of no value. 

I entertain no doubt, if he shall be pardoned, that he 
will be a loyal and law-abiding citizen. 

He has always been distinguished not less for talent 
and legal learning than for strict probity and virtue, and 
I earnestly hope your Excellency will promptly grant his 
pardon and free him from solicitude, which I am sure 
will meet the hearty approval of all good men in this State. 


To Rk. 8. French. 
Rateten, Aug. 18th 1865. 


Yours of yesterday’s date, setting out $5150. as due you 
from the State on account of arrearages of your salary 
as Judge—in which sum is not embraced your salary 
for Quarter immediately proceeding 1st Oct. 1864, which 
you are in doubt whether you have received or not. 
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You desire my opinion whether this claim, or any part 
of it, will be paid. 

It is understood that the Prest. and Cabinet are un- 
willing that any debt contracted by the State since 20th 
May 1861, be paid. 

If the Convention undertake to pass upon this question, 
which I think they ought not to do, I have no doubt the 
whole debt made during the war, will be repudiated. If 
they confine themselves to amendments to the Constitution 
and such legislation only as is absolutely necessary to our 
full restoration to the Union, leaving all other acts to the 
Legislation to be acted upon after they can legislate with 
the independence properly belonging to one of the United 
States. I think the war debt will be scaled to its specie 
value at the time it was contracted and paid. I think 
there is a growing sentiment that the Convention do noth- 
ing save what is required to do, preliminary to our being 
admitted into full communion with the United States. 


To W. B. Stephens. 
Rarrien, Aug. 21/65. 
Relating to State Yours of the 16th inst. eame to hand to-day. I have 
reed no communication from Mr. Hanes on the subject. 
The bonded debt of the State created under acts passed 
before May 20/61, is $11,119,500. on which the coupons, 
due and unpaid, probably amount to $2,000.000. 


Total ante-war debt about_i2_2----_ se $13,119,500. 
The total war debt deducting amt held by 

comrs of Sinking Fund and $1,500,000. 

sent to Europe and not used is about_-_ 19,500,000. 


Total: ciciee2 alsa oe ele ele een $32,619,500. 


I shall make to the Convention a report, which is now 
being prepared, more in detail and more accurate. This 
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statement is as accurate as I can now make it and may be 
relied on as substantially correct. 

This statement does not embrace an account of our in- 
debtedness in England, as to which I am officially ig- 
norant. From all I can learn, I think we owe about $800,- 
000. specie in England. 

It is said we have considerable money, perhaps prop- 
erty—in England. I have applied to every person in this 
country from whom there is any reasonable hope that in- 
formation could be obtained. I ean learn nothing reliable. 
I wrote some months ago to Mr. White in England asking 
for a full exhibit; and I hope to have an answer by the 
meeting of the Convention. 

I think every intelligent candidate for the Convention, 
ought to hold himself entirely unpledged and uncommitted 
as what debts the State will pay, ete. The Convention 
ought to do nothing except amend the Constitution and 
such other acts as are necessarily preliminary to our full 
admission into the Union and to cause full information to 
be laid before the public as to our debts. The condition 
of our Banks, Rail Roads, ete. My ideas are fully set 
forth in a late editorial in the Sentinel, beginning with 
the inquiry—What ought the Convention to do? Read 
it. I am so incessantly oeeupied from morning till night 
every day in trying to glean up the fragments of our State 
property which is scattered from the mountains to the 
sea shore and every where smuggled, that I have not time 
to answer fully one quarter of the inquiries which are 
submitted to me. From this resource I think I shall be 
able to raise enough to pay the expenses of the State for 
one year. There is no need of jumping at conclusions as 
to what ought to be done in relation to our State debt, 
State Revenue, etc. Let information be spread before the 
Country and let the Genl Assembly act on these matters 
after we are fully a State and free to act—and possessed 
of the needful information—and after time is allowed to 
consider this information in all its bearings. 
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Read the Editorial referred to for a frank expression 
of my views. 
SALEM. 


To H. G. Reade.* _ 
Rareien, Aug. 22/65. 
Relating to State In compliance with your request, made through Mr. 


pate Smith, I will give you an idea of the State debt, near 
enough to accuracy for your purpose. 


AntO-WarDOUie 0 eee ee Se $11,119.500. 
Supposed amount of unpaid coupons now 
omeneditet pla ean te eg oe eee ee ee 2,500,000. 
Totaliante-ware debt... a $13,619.500. 
War debt 
6 per cent. bonds______~ $7,328,000. 
ih Sains, satis Gyles! “alee 5,793,500. 
Debt to Banks and indi- 
WLS oe Se a 508,428. 
Treas. notes in circula- 
(rtey (uN poe ale pies Dare A 245,326.25 


Supposed amount of un- 
paid coupons _---_-. 1,551,132. 


The amt of unpaid coupons is $4,151,132.07 but my 
books furnish no means of ascertaining what proportion 
of them are due on the Ante war—and on the war bonds— 
My distribution above is conjectual. 


1 Edwin G. Reade, of Person county, was a member of the 34th 
Congress and of the Confederate Senate. In 1863 he was elected 
Judge of the Superior Court. He was President of the Convention of 
1865. The same year he was elected to the Supreme Court. In 1868, 
although a Republican, he was elected by the vote of both parties 
to the Supreme Court. 
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Of these war bonds the comrs. of the Sinking Fund hold 


OS Ce a eed ee al $735,000 
Gyperr cont. 22s 2 bt 1,637,500. 
$2,372,500. $2,372,500. 


And $1,500,000. of 6 per cents were sent 
to England to be used as collaterals for 
our cotton bonds, which I am informed 
were not used—and should therefore be 
ed TChE ame ed kee es ee eee 500,000; 


$3,872,500. 
This amount being deducted from the war debt $20,- 
526,891.25—3,872,500.=16,654,391.25. 
Biro nurate Guntet 2 1c: Tye ee Te vt $13,619,500. 
hs ADR eS ei ic ane Sloe 16,654,391.25 


Total State debt 
(excluding English debt) $30,273,891.25 

As to the English debt I know nothing officially. From 
the best information I can obtain, (by no means reliable) 
I suppose it to be $700,000. 

I wrote Mr. White, from Washington City, some months 
ago, asking him to give me full and accurate information 
in relation to this English debt and our resources in Eng- 
land. You know, I presume, that he was Gov. Vance’s 
agent in England. I obtained his address from Gov. V. 
and hope to have his answer in time to lay before the Con- 
vention. 

To meet the present wants of the State I am using the 
following measures— 

We had at the date of Genl Schofield’s proclamation an- 
nouncing to the army and people of N. C., that “peace 
existed” about 600 bales of cotton at Graham and about 
500 bales at Manson, small lots in other localities in this 
State—much rosin in pits in several counties and other 
property of less value scattered everywhere. 
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The U. S. since the war, passed an act, authorising the 
military and naval officers of the U. S. to capture prop- 
erty from “hostile possession.” None of this 1100 bales 
had been captured at the date of this peace proclamation, 
but some time afterwards the whole of it was captured. I 
went to Washington City and remonstrated against the 
capture, as unwarranted, in my opinion, by the act of 
Congress and not sanctioned by the law of nations—but 
at all events savoring of the rapacious and highly impol- 
itic. The Prest and Cabinet held that my positions as 
to the rights of capture were questionable—but ultimately 
agreed to desist from further capture and to allow the 
Provisional Govt. of the State to collect and use all State 
property not already in possession of the U. S. officers. 
The gleanings left us to furnish the only means of supply- 
ing the immediate necessities of the State, such as pay 
of members of Convention, Genl Assembly, support of 
Asylums, Judiciary, ete. 

This branch of my duties is most onerous, but is being 
vigorously executed with reasonable hopes that I shall be 
able to realise enough to pay the expenses (excluding all 
debt) to 30th Sept. 1866. I can go no further into de 
tails. I would gladly go more into details, but cannot 
find leisure. I hope this General Summary may be of 
use to you. The Convention, in my opinion, should not 
complicate the question as to our re-admission into full 
communion with the U. S. by taking up the question of 
State indebtedness, the validity of laws passed since May 
20/61, or any thing else, save amendments to the Consti- 
tution and such legislation as is indispensably preliminary 
to our representation in the Congress of next winter. Let 
us legislate on all these matters with some feeling of Inde- 
pendence. 

I was never more oppressed with my duties and present 
this as my excuse for my apparent short coming in re- 
sponding to your request. 


Roxporo. 
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To J. L. Hathaway & Sons. 


Rareieu, Aug. 23rd 18668. 

My brother B. G. Worth lately requested me when I 
had oceasion for a commission merchant in N. Y. to make 
you my agents. 

I am Treasurer for the State during the Provisional 
Government and required to hunt up and put in market 
such property of the State which we save from the general 
wreck—among which is a large quantity of rosin now in 
pits. As soon as it can be barreled and transported, by 
the most energetic efforts, I shall send it to N. Y. to be 
sold, say 20,000 bbls at least. Would it be in your line 
to sell it for me. 

I have of my own some 15,000 Ibs cotton, which will 
be on the W. C. & R. R. within 20 days which I propose to 
send to your City for sale. Do you sell cotton on com- 
mission ¢ 

I could invest $6,000. more in cotton on the same road, 
at 30 cts. per lb. if I had the money. 

Can you not supply it to me, at 7 per cent—say for 90 
days’, to be reimbursed out of cotton sales, all of which 
J would forward to you. 

I am worth more than $20,000. more than all my lha- 
bilities as principal or endorsee—have filed my petition 
and been pardoned and would if required give my brother, 
B. G. Worth as endorsee. 

I could raise the money here on your sight check. 


New Yorx City. 


To G. W. Swepson. 


Rauerien, Aug. 23rd 1865. 
My agent in Georgia telegraphs me that he got 165 
bales of cotton in Macon which he had sent to Savannah 
and which I suppose will shortly reach you. 
I sent 10 bales some ten days ago, the cotton obtained 
from Graham. Have you recd it? 
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I have 17 bales here which will be forwarded as soon 
as I can get it re-baled. I have the bagging and rope. 

I have the written relinquishments of the U. S. agent 
for the loose cotton at Graham. I have the rope and bal- 
ing there and men engaged in baling it. It is supposed 
it will make some 30 or 40 bales. It will be sent soon. 

My agent on the R. & G. R. R. reports that he will soon 
have 100 bales ready. 

An agent is sent to Bladen, Robeson and Anson where 
I have good reason to hope for some 400 bales—and I have 
some hopes of other lots in Georgia and elsewhere. 

There will be a very large quantity of rosin, which with 
every possible exertion will require some time to barrel 
and transport. 

I have expended all the money I can raise on personal 
account, some $3,000. for cotton on the W. C. & R. R. R. 
at 30 cts. the lb. It will be ready in twenty days to start 
to Wilmington. I could buy to the amount of $6,000. 
more if I had the money. I am not liable on my own 
account or as endorsee for others for more than $2000. IL 
have bonds on parties of undoubted responsibility for four 
times the amount, payable in specie. My real estate is 
worth $10,000. my stock in factory and steam boats 
$5,000. besides much other valuable property. The Presi- 
dent has granted my pardon. My credit ought to be as 
good as any body’s in the State for $6,000 or $8,000. for 
90 days. If you can’t loan it to me to be invested in cot- 
ton and sent you for sale, let me know at once, as I am 
determined to get it somehow. 


To EH. Ingram. 
Rarzien, Aug. 24th 1865. 


You are aware, I presume, that the cotton bought of you 
on the 7th Sept. 1863 was purchased for me by S. S. Jack- 
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son, my son-in-law. The written contract is in his riame 
and hence you address him on the subject, in your letter 
without date, sent by Mr. Roberts. 

In this letter “you have thought proper under the cir- 
cumstances not to deliver the cotton to your agent Dr. 
Roberts”. The reasons you assign is the want of validity 
in the funds you received. 

I claim to be willing to do unto others what I would 
have them to do to me under like circumstances, and from 
your reputation hope you govern yourself by the same 
rule. 

How are the facts? On the 7th Sept. 1863, we were in 
the midst of war. We had a currency, the value of which 
it was known, was dependent on the issue of the war. It 
was well known it would be worthless if the South was 
conquered. It was equally well known that the troops on 
both sides were procuring cotton wherever they thought 
proper. It could be placed in no safe locality. There was 
mutual hazard. The cotton was liable to confiscation, 
seizure by the enemy, destruction by fire, etc. The money 
as in all cases of paper currency, was liable to become 
worthless. There is no protest that there was any decep- 
tion practised by either of us. We weighed the hazards, 
each for himself, and traded. I sent sheeting soon after- 
wards to bale it, which you accepted. I have been paying 
taxes on it as my cotton without the least intention that 
you contemplated repudiating your contract—indeed ‘I 
supposed you intended to fulfil your contract up to the 
day when you wrote your letter to which I am replying, 
for Dr. Roberts told me you allow him to proceed in pack- 
ing and putting on the new baling and rope he carried 
over, until he got 26 bales ready to be sent off and the 
wagons ready to be loaded before you intimated your un- 
willingness to deliver the cotton. I had risked all the 
danger of losing the cotton. If it had been destroyed by 
our troops or the enemy it would have been my total loss. 
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We took our risks—fortune favored me. If you lose all, 
there was no need of such loss. The currency and bonds 
you received were worth more or less at all times up to 
the surrender of Genl Lee. The price paid to you was 
vastly greater than any body would have thought of pay- 
ing in gold or sound currency. Do you consider it right 
after the contingency had turned out unfavorably to you 
to refuse to fulfill your contract? I hope on reflection 
you will perceive that you do yourself and me great wrong. 

From your known character for probity and honor I 
had relied confidently on getting the cotton after I had 
ascertained that it was safe, after the proclamation of 
peace—and my business arrangements are sadly deranged 
by your decision which all the cireumstances lead me to 
believe, you have been induced to make by injudicious 
counsel, 

You ask for a proposal of compromise—from which I 
infer that you are willing to deliver a part. 

I propose that you send the 26 bales to A. S. McNeill 
at or near Old Hundred Station on the Wilmington, Char- 
lotte & R. R. R. subject to my orders, with the under- 
standing that the delivery of this quantity shall not preju- 
dice you in any lawsuit or submission to arbitration here- 
after, hereafter about the matter. Please answer whether 
you will do this? 


W ADESBORO. 


To Wm. C. Smith. 


Raurien. Aug. 25 1865. 

I invested all my disposable means in the 25,000 lbs of 
cotton bought of E. Ingram. He has acted in bad faith 
and I am greatly incommoded by my disappointment in 
getting this cotton. 

The law, and justice and equity of the case are all on 
my side—but we have no tribunals to which to resort for 
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redress for breach of contract. I have seen the Military 
Commandant of the State, Genl Ruger, who is a good 
lawyer and an intelligent and upright man. He will 
take no cognizance of breaches of contract except to this 
extent—If a party is about leaving the State, or dispos- 
ing of or removing property, so that the civil Courts when 
restored would be disabled from affording redress, he will 
stop the party about to remove, or take care that the prop- 
erty, the subject of controversy, be not sold or placed be- 
yond the jurisidiction of the Courts when restored. 

Understanding that Mr. Ingram is a man of great ec- 
centricity and that relatives of his in expectancy of his 
estate are less controlled than he is by a sense of honor 
and honesty, will employ every means to defeat my rights, 
I fear the cotton will be sold or removed or so exposed as 
to be ruined before I can have the benefits of the Civil 
Courts to protect my rights, I desire to get you to give me 
prompt information should he be about to sell any of his 
cotton or take other steps to defeat the power of the 
Courts to give me redress [7'wo words illegible] or agency 
in my behalf will not be known without your consent. 

If from any cause you should be unwilling or unable 
to do me this favor, I ask will you suggest the name of 
someone who you think would oblige me? 

His written contract bound him to deliver the 25,000 
Ibs of cotton when called for, 16 bales of it being then 
properly baled up—the residue in the seed—I to find 
baling and rope and he to pick and bale in good order 
and he to “keep the cotton well stored till called for”. 
He carried some 30 or 40 bales into the fields, as I un- 
derstand, in March last, where it has laid exposed until it 
is ruined or greatly damaged. This I will not take. 

He will be liable to interest by way of damages from 


the date of my demand. There can be no reasonable doubt- 


as to my ultimate recovery, and hence his refusal to deliver 
it will probably damage him as much as me. 
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If you can by any instrumentality, induce him to de- 
liver the cotton, I will give you 1000 lbs of it, to avoid 
litigation—delay in getting it, ete. 

Please read inclosed letter to Mr. Ingram, seal it— 
and send it to him by mail or otherwise. 

If you should in any way induce the old gentleman to 
make delivery, I have at Asheboro in care of S. S. 
Jackson the baling and rope required, which will be deliv- 
ered to your order; and I will re-imburse any expense 
you may incur in sending for it—and in having the cot- 


ton hauled to Old Hundred—Care of A. S. McNeill. 


W ADESBORO. 


To D. Starbuck. 
Rateieu, Aug. 30/65. 


Yours of the 28th inst. (without signature) is before 
me. 


The bonded debt of the State is_____--_____ $24,241,000. 
Issued prior to May 20/61_~-11,119,000. 
“ since “  “ __/13,122,000. 
Notes to Banks and individuals.......... 508,423. 
Treasury notes in circulation_______-_____ 5,246,336. 
Coupons; duerand unpan_o2 sae 4,151,132. 
$34,146,891. 


From this should be de- 
ducted $1,500,000. bonds 
sent to England to be 
used as collateral securi- 
ties for our cotton bonds, 
and which Goy. Vance 
says were not used and 
will be! Teturned.)./5 22 $1,500,000. 
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Bonds held by comrs. of S. 
2 Fit Se an Sen ne Oe Ne oe 2,372,500. 


3,872,500 


eral sotamesdeti st) cae) $30,274,391. 


I can give no reliable information in relation to our 
English debt. I suppose it to be about $500,000. 
As a set off the State holds stocks as follows 


yeu Bll 9, G8 1 0-Ne 8 Rea MANURE era een ee Pane $3,000,000. 
oe inaleish-and, Gaston, Ro Risen 208 2, 2ee 682,000 
BGs SA Goer, RE OTR aaa ae Sa aE 1,077,500 
“Albemarle & Chesapeake Canal_________ 350,000 
5,098,500 


And bonds on the following corporations with which 
the State exchanged bonds—to-wit— 


Cityoot Raleich oe) aes $ 48,000. 
Interest due on these bonds. 7,200. 
Pe CR ete ee 20,000. 
Interest due on these bonds.. 600. 
ve emrecekt. Bue Res eerie 2,000,000. 
Interest due on these bonds.. 112,500. 
Western (coalfield) R. R.... 600,000. 


Int. due on these bonds__-_~~_ 148,325. 2,936,625 


8,035,125 


The State owns other stocks and bonds amounting to 
about a million of dollars in and on other companies in 
less reliable condition which I omit. 


Total State debt forwarded............ $30,274,391. 


Deduct these stocks and bonds__-------- 8,035,125. - 


HFA ATE C tetarg) so eee eve os Rtas ee aya $22,239,266 
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How far this amount would be reduced by scaling the 
war debt to its specie value I cannot tell; and having at- 
tempted no estimate I submit no guess. 

I could not find my Sentinel containing the editorial 
headed, What Ought the Convention to do. Mr. Pell 
did me the favor to adopt it as an editorial and it should 
not be spoken of as my production. I hope your editor 
will find and republish it. 

I wrote an article appearing in the Standard to-day— 
headed Convention, Banks, ete.—Signature N.—Examine 
it—I will write others, over some signature, if I can pos- 
sibly find time. My official duties are most onerous. 


SALEM. 


To 8S. S. Jackson, 
Rareriew. Aug. 31/65 


I have Telegram from Swepson, M. & Co. dated yes- 
terday, notifying me that Swepson is on the way here 
with $6000. for me. It will probably reach me tomor- 
row. How shall I get it to Phillips? Mr. Robins must 
come here very soon about making up his report as late 
Treasr of Literary Fund? Why not let him come im- 
mediately and carry it up ? 

If yr health will admit I want you to go to Anson and 
see if Ingram can’t be induced to let me have my cotton. 
Gen]. Ruger will not interfere in mere matters of civil 
contract—but his subordinates in Wilmington and else- 
where have interfered in many similar cases and caused 
cotton to be delivered. I hope, in some way, you might 
get it. It is a sad derangement of my plans if I can’t get 
it soon. I wrote to him and W. C. Smith on the subject. 

If you can go I will send you copies of these letters. 

If you go over you would probably meet J. J. J. there 
and might help him. I have not heard from him since he 
left Wilmington. 

All well—overwhelmed with work. 
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To Nereus Mendenhall. 
Rareriew Sep. 1/65 


Gov. Holden says he sent yr. memorial to the Prest. 
some 6 weeks ago—that two weeks ago he urged the mat- 
ter again—has had no answer—says he will try again by 
Telegram. 

You are quite mistaken both as to my having no 
money and little to do. I have plenty of money and much 
more to do in the Treasury then I ever had before. 


New GarbDeEN. 


To Rev. C. H. Wiley. 
Raxeieu, Sept. 2nd 1865. 


Write out your plans for reviving Com. Schools. Con- regarding pro- 
& 0 ; posed revival of 
dense as much as you can consistent with propensity and public schools. 


I will endeavor to get it before the Convention. 
The Govr. has your letters in relation to the McAden 
affair and I suppose will answer. 


GREEENSBORO. 


To Rev. F. L. Hawks.’ 
Rateian, Sept. 2nd 1865. 


ject ieving our University was originally Relating to 
The project of relieving Jt U e My § Di taaticlal condition 


conceived by B. F. Moore and by him submitted to me. oftheState 

1 Nereus Mendenhall, the most prominent Quaker in North Caro- 
lina, was at the head of the school at New Garden, which became 
Guilford College. 

2 Francis L. Hawks, a native of Craven county, was a member of 
the House of Commons in 1821. For five years before that time he 
had been Reporter of the Supreme Court. He entered the Episcopal 
ministry, and in 1827 went to Connecticut. He was never again a 
resident of the State. He was elected a professor in the State Uni- 
versity and declined, but his interest in his alma mater was unfailing. 
He was the author of a history of North Corolina and a number of 
other works. 


408 


Norra Carortina HisrorrcAL ComMMISsION. 


It has since been considered by the Executive Commit- 
tee of the Trustees—and Govr. Swain was requested to 
correspond with you and other friends in N. Y. with the 
view of ascertaining its feasibility. 


Govr. Swain requested me to open and read your let- 


ters—and if necessary—to reply. As I do not know when 
I can get them to him, I will answer so far as I can. 

The University owes the Bank of North Carolina about 
$90,000. _When this Bank was chartered we all thought 
it rested on the most solid foundations. The University 
then had $100,000. stock in old Banks, readily convertible 
into coin—and the annual receipts of the institution ex- 
ceeded its expenditures about $10,000. The Trustees de- 
cided to take $200,000. of stock in the present Bank and 
give a note for $100,000. which it was expected could be 
readily paid out of this surplus income—the Bank agree- 
ing to take the note to be paid at the convenience of the 
University, the interest being paid every 90 days, I be- 
heve. After this subscription an addition was made to 
the college buildings, which cost about $40,000. I believe. 
When the war came the note was reduced to about $90,- 
000. and so stands now. The other debts of the institu- 
tion are small and there are debts due the U. from re- 
sponsible individuals more than equal to all other liabili- 
ties. 

During the war the Bank made large loans to the State, 
allowed its debtors to pay in Confederate currency and 
invested in Confederate bonds. The specie and_ real 
estate of the Bank at specie value amounts to about $400,- 
000.—its circulation and debt due to depositors made be- 
fore the war amount to $1,600,000. The effects of the 
Bank, other than its specie and real estate are of small 
value and very unreliable. It is regarded as certain that 
bill holders will lose largely and that the whole stock is 
lost. 

The Bank is bound by its charter to accept its bills, 
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whether issued from the principal Bank, or any of its 
Branches, in payment of debts due it. These bills can 
now be purchased with U. 8. currency at from 35 to 40 
ets on the dollar. The project is to buy up its bills to 
the amount of $90,000. It is supposed $36,000. in Na- 
tional Currency will be ample to buy the $90,000. in the 
notes of the Bank. 

It is proposed that the University borrow say $36,000. 

in National curreney—at 6 per cent int. 'payable semi- 
annually—principal payable in 10 years or sooner at the 
option of the Trustees of the University—and to 'give a 
mortgage to the person or persons loaning the money, on 
all the corporate property of the ‘institution to secure the 
payment. 
_ It is believed that‘no loan could be made on more re- 
liable security.—Besides the extensive buildings, the in- 
stitution owns some 800 acres of land in and contiguous 
to the village and I believe some 10,000 acres of land in 
the Western part of the State. Govr. Swain can give you 
more accurate information as to this, than I can. There 
ean be no safer loan. Let it be assured that the lender 
upon inquiry, will be satisfied as to the security. If so it 
was hoped that capitalists could be found, who would be 
glad to make so safe an investment, at the same time 
they were saving this noble institution of learning. There 
ean be no doubt but the Trustees, either through the aid 
of the State or otherwise, would pay off the debt before 
the maturity of the mortgage. 

Can the money be borrowed on this plan or any simi- 
lar one ? 

You are at liberty to submit this letter to any capital- 
ist. We will hear any proposition looking to the same end 
and answer any inquiries from any one disposed to con- 


sider our scheme. 
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To General Ruger.* 
Rateren, Sepr. 5th 1865 


Allow me to inform you that the State officers are 
much annoyed by the occupancy of a part of the capitol 
by the military. The privies are kept in such filthy 
condition that the odor fills the building. The large num- 
ber of disorderly persons from the country who visit the 
officers distributing certificates for rations and who (as 
I am told) occupies one of the rooms on the second floor 
of the building, keep the building littered: and are noisy 
and:disorderly. The keeper of the building says he can- 
not have the house kept in order while this promiscous 
crowd are allowed ingress. Will you not favor us by or- 
dering all the military to leave the building / 


To J. J. Jackson. 
Rareiau, Sept. 5th 1865. 

Yours of the 29th ult. came to hand yesterday. I an- 
swer though I presume you will have left for Anson be- 
fore this can reach you. 

I approve all your ideas with the exception that I 
deem it best, as to all the cases requiring military aid, 
that Sam repeat the facts to me on your return and upon 
this report I will ask for military coercion. Your first 
letter in relation to Danl B. Shaw, has not reached me. 
In this ease, owing to its urgency, I inclose process. You 
have failed to give the County in which he lives and the 
names of the witnesses by whom the necessary facts can 
be proved. You will fill the blanks and hand the process 
to the Sheriff, unless he pay you 30 cts per lb for the 
estimated weight of the cotton. He has forfeited all 


' Major General Thomas H. Ruger who was in command in North 
Carolina. 
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equitable claim to commission or liberality in fixing the 
price, by his obstinacy and refusal to account. 

As to the man who hauled off 10 bales and distributed 
6 to parties who are too poor or reed it in quantities too 
small to be worth pursuing, if you still think he makes a 
truthful representation, let him off as to all but the four 
bales. He ought to pay 30 ets per Ib. and get pay for his 
trouble from those among whom he distributed the 6 bales. 

I consider you fully empowered to make the specula- 
tors account—and if they fail to do so on demand, fur- 
nish me the names and residences and the names of the 
witnesses and I will summon them here and make them 
disgorge. 

It will be more efficient to compel the party to come 
here and answer than to invest you with power to sue 
them. This power would have to be a personal one to 
you, and might embarrass me. 

Fill the blank as to witnesses. All well—Lucy and 
children start home to-morrow morning. 


To Rev. Nv H. D. Wilson. 
Rauzien, Sepr. 7/65. 

Yours of the 5th inst. to Dr. Craven is just handed to Relating the 
me by him with request that I furnish you the informa- Gi ge 
tion asked for. 

The stock held by the Banks of N. C. and C. F. for 
common schools is about $1,100,000. This will certainly 
be lost if the State pay no part of the money borrowed of 
these Banks by the State in 1861 and 1862—principally 
in the former year. 

The Bank of C. F. has not yet filed its report with me 
—but even after it shall have filed it as well as all other 
Banks, it will be impossible to know their real strength, 
because a very large amount of all their assets consists of 
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notes discounted, before and since the war and nobody 
can tell you will be able to pay and who will fail—but 
it is to be hoped and I incline to the belief that both these 
banks will save much of the stock if the State pay an 
equitable part of the debt she owes them. 


GREENSBORO, 
To Z. B. Vance. 
Rareren, Sep. 9/65. 
Relating to State = Your letter, expressing that you did not feel agrieved 
accounts with j ; 2 7 2 : 
SLE ea ke by any action of mine towards you was recd in due time 


and was gratifying to me. 

I have a letter from John White, dated Aug. 6th 1865. 
He says he returned to Londan last Decr, he not only 
found no money but large debts claimed against the State 
by Collie & Co. Flanner was in Paris and in reply to a 
letter from White asking him to go over to London, said 
he had £12,000. or £13,000. but it was not then conve- 
nient for him to go over. Has remitted £5,000. but has 
not been over to settle—is about to make a tour of Eu- 
rope, ete. We had large amt of goods in the West Indies 
when the Confederacy caved in—Collie & Co. got all these 
—and have not yet made up their account. 

White has probably left for U. S—A bad state of 
things. 

I deemed it best not to show your letter relating to 
yr furniture to the Govr. or any body else, and shall not do 
so except upon your special request. I have not deemed 
it my duty to say to the Govr. any thing about the specie 
you got from Salisbury. I think it was equitably due you 
—and that I may with propriety say nothing about it. 

In searching after State mules—that Mr. Price, A. G. 
M. Mecklenburg, to take charge of your poney. Have 
you got the poney ? 
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All the receipts taken for the horses and mules dis- 
tributed by Capt. Hildesheimer read thus “Reed at Greens- 
boro 25 Apl 1865 of Capt. J. Hildescheimer one (first, 
2nd or 3rd class mule or horse) belonging to the State of 
N. C. for which I promise to pay on demand of the. State 
a fair value.” 

I feel it my duty to send an agent to collect. 

I write this letter presuming the information it con- 
veys would be agreeable to you:—I mean that you would 
like to know the facts. 

I have succeeded in a silent way in impressing on our 
leading men and Journals here, that the discussion of the 
questions growing out of our State debt is premature, and 
that the Convention should confine itself to constitutional 
amendments and such legislation as is strictly preliminary 
to our representation in the next Congress. 


[| P. S.]—Did the State put up the telegraph wire from 
here to Fayetteville ? 


STATESVILLE. 


To Mr. Jackson." 
Rarzien, Sept. 9/66. 
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Yours of the 5th inst, post-marked Raleigh Sept. 4th is In regard to the 


just recd. 

You are right in yr position that the debt is void un- 
less brought to some stand by legislation. At least this 
is the ruling of the powers that be, but the material ques- 
tion is ought the State to pay any of its debt? Will it be 
reputable to plead that is founded on an illegal consid- 
eration? J think it will be remiss and disreputable— 
And that it is [word illegible] expedient to discourage- 
ment [?]and suppose I am wrong in this, will the ag- 
gregate wealth of the State be diminished by paying it. 


1 Hither S. S. or J. J. Jackson. 
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I incline to think it will not. The whole war debt is a 
domestic debt—at all events nearly all of it is held by 
North Carolinians. It is more equitable that the holders 
lose all, than that the loss be distributed among the whole 
people. What you lose by repudiation to the whole State 
you take from the pockets of individual citizens who con- 
fided in State honor. The whole State aided by her rep- 
resentatives made the debt. If you pay nothing you break 
all the Banks. If you break the Banks you break up 
Com. Schools and bankrupt the University. Besides you 
corrupt public morality. Individuals will jump to the 
conclusion if the State dont’ pay, Z ought not to pay. If 
the break the Banks the holders of the currency of the 
Banks lose-—Honestly always has been the best policy. 
It is so now—always will be. 

Nobody fully understands the facts—and consequently 
every body ought to have reserved his judgment till he 
got the required knowledge of the facts and considered 
them in all their bearings. There is no need of action by 
the Convention or Genl Assembly for months to come. I 
have brought the Journals and all the prominent men to 
the position I assumed in my speech at Asheboro, that it 
is unwise for any man to commit himself on this sub- 
ject before it was possible he could know enough of the 
facts to enable him to come to judicious conclusion, that 
therefore for these as well as other reasons, the Conven- 
tion ought not to act on the question of State indebted- 
ness or any thing else save amendments to the Constitu- 
tion and such legislation as is necessarily preliminary to 
our being represented in the next Congress. I know of no 
prominent man, to whom this view has been expressed, 
who does not endorse it. 

I may possibly, after fuller knowledge shall have been 
acquired and the subject more thoroughly considered, go 
for not recognizing any of the war debt—but if I do it 
will be on a different ground than the illegal considera- 
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tion. This is properly a good loyal defense between in- 
dividuals, but enlightened counsels where money has been 
lost at fair gaining will not advise his client to avail him- 
self of defense which will certainly degrade him among 
honest men. If the debt be so large that we can’t pay it, 
then let us distribute assets pro rata among all our credi- 
tors. The old debt is held, as for the greater part of it, 
ainong those who have annihilated 3 of our property. 
ict them lose as our people, if we can’t pay all. These 
are my present views, but on such a question I will not 
trammel my judgment by the announcement of my con- 
clusions till I shall get all the facts—hear the matter can- 
vassed and obtain all the aids I can to enable me to judge 
with discretion. I regret that you have committed your- 
self but would not have you withdraw. Every man 
should act on his own convictions. Perhaps you can get 
out of yr dilemma as plausibly as the Standard has. 

I ean give no attention to the buying cotton here or 
elsewhere. The laboring, ete. I leave with you and such 
aid as you may employ. You will have recd another let- 
ter from me inclosing one from Hathaway & Sons au- 
thorising me to draw on them for $6,000. for 90 days at 
7 per cent int. This and the other loan from Swepson 
are on the same terms. The amt is dangerous if the 
whole be not skillfully managed and will keep me uneasy. 
Would you like to have Dr. Roberts join us in the enter- 
prise? JI have not hinted it to him and will not till I 
hear from you. Jack was at Lumberton a week ago. He 
had got a little cotton and was in good spirits—was going 
early this week to Sampson. I can buy gold here at about 
50 per cent or a little short of it. It may be expedient to 
convert it to specie. 

I wrote Springs, Oak & Co. on the 17 Aug. a full 
blooded letter for Ben Moffit, setting forth all his creditors 
and the amount due to each of them—with request that 
they would confer and report—I have had no answer. I 
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will try to find time to-morrow to address a like one to 
one of the other houses. I think he had better wait till 
he hears. 

I write David as you request. 

If I felt certain I could advise you discreetly as to 
withdrawing from the contest, (which I do not) this let- 
ter would not reach you in time—So you will consider 
me as endorsing the course you may have adopted. 

We are all well. Lucy Jones left for home to-day. 


To J. C. Skeen. 
Raxeien, Sepr. 9th 1865. 

In regard to action Yours of the 6th inst is just to hand. 

Randolph county. You say “some of the magistrates of Randolph are 
causing persons to be arrested and bound over to Court 
for acts done by the militia while in service hunting de- 
serters under orders before the surrender of the army”. 

You further say “The militia were ordered to hold a de- 
serter when found. If he did not stop they were ordered 
to shoot. In some cases shooting was done because the 
party did not halt and a few were killed.” 

I have submitted your letter to the Governor who au- 
thorises me to say that he wishes the magistrates to de- 
sist from such arrests—that in authorising the Justices 
of the peace to bind over offenders against the criminal 
law he did not contemplate having parties arrested who 
were acting as soldiers under orders nor did he econtem- 
plate conferring on him civil jurisdiction to try matters 
of civil controversy between man and man. He desires 
that questions of either character may be reserved until 
the Convention or the Genl Assembly shall have acted on 
them, and until the Courts shall be restored. While act- 
ing as Civil Governor he wishes to exercise no doubtful 
powers—but simply to preserve order until civil govern- 
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ment shall be restored—Allow me to say for myself that I 
shall be truly sorry if my old friends shall allow them- 
selves to run into extremes. You are going off half-cocked 
on the question of State indebtedness. JI am sure there 
is not one of you has the requisite information to come to 


a just conclusion. It is wholly unnecessary for the Con-' 


vention to act on this matter and no discreet man will 
form and declare his opinion on so grave a question be- 
fore it is necessary, and before he is as fully informed as 
possible as to facts essential to conducting him to a wise 
conclusion. 

In arresting militia for obeying orders, take care you 
don’t get to standing so straight [Line aleqible]. 


ASHEBORO. 


To B. G. Worth. 
Rarrien, Sepr. 11th 1865. 


I have reed two letters from you since your arrival in 


N. Y., in one of which you mention that you are consid- {1ture of the 


ering the expediency of going into business in N. Y. 
You are more competent than I am to decide on this mat- 
ter—I have no hesitation that it would be better for you 
and for every body else who is a white man to leave North 
Carolina. The South is never again,—at least for several 
generations—to be the happy and prosperous country it 
once was. We who were born here, will never get along 
with the free negroes, especially while the fools and dema- 
gogues of the North insist they must be our equals. This 
will not be tolerated. As an inferior race they will de- 
generate and retard all prosperity.—If the Yankees come 
here they will be allowed to kill them. This we are not 
allowed to do, and would not do if allowed. While the 
two races remain here in any thing like their present. pro- 
portions, there can be neither comfort nor prosperity here. 


7a 
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The doubt is whether there will be good government even 
in N. Y. I think your scheme a good one—but you must 
keep wide awake as to the currency. A smash must come. 


All well. . 


To Wm. H. Oliver.* 
Rateien. Sepr. 11th 1865. 


In a book containing the receipts of some 150 individ- 
uals for horses belonging to the State, to be paid for on 
demand at a fair value, I find a reept signed by Geo. S. 
Attmore in the following words. 

“Reed. of Capt. J. Hildesheimer for Capt. Oliver this 
25th of April 1865 at Greensboro N C the following Q. 
M. Stores viz 

14 horses 

52 mules—” 

Please explain what became of these horses and mules. 


New Bern. 


To James A. Bryan.” 
Rarerien. Sepr. 11th 1865. 


I have deferred answering yours of the 3rd Aug. till 
I could see the receipts taken by Capt. Hildesheimer. 
They are now before us. All of them excepting yours 
obligate the receiver to pay to the State a fair value for 
the animal on demand. Yours recites that you had re- 
ceived a horse and mule, belonging to the State of N. C. 
“to be turned over to some farmer in Wake County by 
me’. Immediately under this receipt is one signed Jno. 


. D. Whitford per Jas. A. Bryan for a first class mule for 


which he promises to pay “a fair value’’. 


1 A prominent citizen of New Bern. 
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It appears clear to me that the two animals recd by you 
belong to the State and I request that they be surrendered 
to me to be sold for the benefit of the State. I will sub- 
mit this letter and the receipt book to the Govr, for his 
reversal of my judgment, if he thinks it erroneous. 


New Bern. 


To Andrew Hunt. 
Sepr. 14th 1865. 


The duties of my office have been excessively laborious 
for many weeks past. I directed my clerk to answer your 
first letter in relation to your coupons on yr old State 
bonds. I did not see his answer. From yours of the 
21st ult. which is before me I fear he did not express 
himself clearly. He was directed to say that under the 
Provisional Govt. I neither had funds or authority to 
pay any State [debts?] whatever. The utmost we can do 
until money is raised by taxation, which the people could 
not now pay, is raise enough out of the fragments of State 
cotton, rosin ete. to pay the indispensable expenses of the 
Provisional Government. The amount of old coupons 
now due is about $2,500,000.—more than three times as 
much as we ever raised, in sound currency, in any year, by 
taxation. I hope the State will not repudiate. 


To Jesse Walker. 


Rareten, Sepr 14th 1865. 


I reed and filed with my recommendations endorsed yr Relating to State 
application for the appointment of Newton Newlin as P. 
M. at New Market. 

I am sorry to learn that my old friends in Randolph 


have gone off half-cocked on the State debt. Many of 
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them, no doubt, thought they were following the lead of 
the Standard.. It now occupies exactly my position— 
that the Convention take no action on the subject. The 
State can pay nothing,—not a coupon,—under the most 
favorable view, for more than a year from this date. Why 
hurry to a conclusion. The best informed among you 
have not the knowledge of the subject necessary to conduct 
you to a judicious conclusion. If you repudiate the 
whole war debt, you break every Bank in the State, you 
destroy the University and common school, which own 
about + of the stock in these Banks,—you beggar nearly 
a thousand widows and orphans whose all is invested in 
the Banks and State bonds—and as to orphans, so in- 
vested by a law passed long before the war—and you 
blot out of our constellation its brightest star—Honesty. 
You encourage Dishonesty by State example. 

The old maxim—Honesty is the best policy” is true 
now as it always has been and always will be. 

The whole of this war debt is due to our own citizens. 
If the State pays none of it every body who holds a note 
on any Bank of this State—a N. C. Treasury note or N. 
C. bond loses in the ratio that the State gains. What the 
State gains her citizens lose. Nothing would be gained 
as to the aggregate wealth of the State. It is just as po- 
litic to make those who have confided in the honor of the 
State, lose all, or should all the tax-payers bear their share 
of our folly ? 

I own no Bank stock—no State bonds. I have a good 
deal of property left. As to getting into the war or get- 
ting out of it, I have a better record than any man in the 
State. I am not willing to disgrace my old mother by 
making her repudiate her debts—especially when she 
makes nothing by it. The war debt ought to be scaled. 
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To S. Whitaker. 
Rareren, Sepr 15th 1865. 


Yours of the 16th Aug. is recd. 
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I failed at Washington to get the Govt. to give up the Relating to State 


State property captured after the proclamation by Genls 
Sherman and Schofield to the army and people of N. C. 
that peace existed. This capture was rapacious and il- 
legal, as I think, and consequently impolitic. I sueceeded 
however in getting an order forbidding further captures. 
I have succeeded in securing a good deal and hope to 
raise enough to pay current expenses of the State one year. 

As to your inquiries— _ 

1. I think the State will pay hcr ante war debt—but 
when JI cannot answer. There is about $2,500,000. of 
due unpaid coupons on this debt. The accruing interest 
is a little above $660,000. annually. If the state resume 
payment soon, the arrearages of interest will have to be 
paid by the issue of new bonds. The war debt, including 
5-4 millions of Treasury notes, is about $19,000,000. 
The State holds bonds on R. Rs. and stock in them to amt 
of about $10,000,000. This stock is probably as good as 
the State bonds. The war debt will be scaled if paid at 
all. I think it a balanced question whether any of it will 
be paid. The opinion I entertain that honesty and policy 
require that we pay it (scaled) is gaining ground. There 
is danger of repudiation once begun, it will reach the 
whole debt. 

2. No interest will be paid before Feb. 1866, if at all. 

3. The Treasury notes and bonds issued since the war 
will fare alike. 

I think there will be not the least doubt as to our Con- 
vention yielding to the demands of our conquerors, by 
abolishing slavery. We are nearly unanimous in the Con- 
vention that the measure will disappoint its friends—that 
it will be ruinous to both races—but particularly to the 
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blacks. No intelligent man sees any bright future. The 
Yankees who settle among us will kill out many of the 
negroes—a still larger number will perish by indolence. 
There can be’no more supreme nonsense than the idea of 
making them the equal of the white man. The negru, as 
the white man’s inferior, will not be taken care of—they 
will perish out and be destroyed—and in the mean time 
will terribly clog our prosperity. I think our people do 
not maltreat the negro. Generally we look on him with 
compassion—a compassion little felt by the Yankees 
among us. We will co-operate with our conquerors as far 
as we can, but we all know the scheme of [ Word illegible | 
the negro by this same [ Word illegible] insolent nonsense. 

I am much oppressed with my duties and cannot find 
time to write more at length. 


Davenport, Iowa. 


To C. B. Mallett. 


, Sepr. 15th 1865. 

I have 12 bbls of blasting powder belonging to the State 
for sale. Itis here. I would like to sell it at N. Y. price. 
I communicate the fact, hope you may be able to aid me 
in selling it. If I could sell it all, say 1200 lbs, I would 
send it to Egypt at the expense of the State and take N. 
Y. cost. I mean by cost its value in N. Y. at the time of 
the delivery. 


FAYETTEVILLE. 


To S. Whitaker. 


Sept. 20th 1865. 
The impression seems to be general that the State will 
pay her ante war debt. Some however openly declare for 
straight out repudiation of the whole State debt—others 
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for compounding. All the men of character and intelli- 
gence whom I have seen are for paying the old and new 
debt, scaling the latter to its specie value when created. 
I caunot speak with great confidence as to the final deci- 
sion, 

The State cannot, ‘at best, pay any coupons under a 
year. 

If the State can re-instate her credit, she will probably 
pay her outstanding coupons by the issue of new bonds 
sometime next year. The amount of coupons on our old 
6s is about $2,500,000. This amt, is too heavy to be 
paid by a tax. 

All the reports as to the mal-treatment of the negroes in 
N.C. are lies outright. 

DAVENPORT, Jowa. 


To B. Moffitt. 
Sepr. 23rd 1865. 


We have not heard a word from the election in Ran- 
dolph. Three Old Whigs elected by an immense majority 


in Democratic Wake. 
* + * * + * % 


To Geo. W. Dill. 
Raveien. Sepr. 24/65. 
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Yours of the 21st inst. is received. When I last saw Explanation of 


should deem it expedient to ship through your port. I 
desired for the State’s interests to adopt the best lines and 
not being able to ascertain satisfactorily whether it was 
best to ship at Newbern or Morehead City, I sent the first 
lot or two of cotton to Newbern. The cotton, sent from 
here in good order, arrived minus one bale in bad order in 


é j failure to employ 
you it was my intention to ship through you so often as [ Pil. 
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New York, as reported to me by my agents in New York. 
I learned that you were agent for a line of steamers owned 
by the same company which owned the line by which I 
had shipped from Newbern. I wished to avoid that line 
and therefore addressed another agent. 

I do not recognize the considerations you mention as 
imposing on me any obligation to employ you. The in- 
terest of the State will be the primary consideration with 
me. Personally I desire to oblige you, but the question 
whether you lost or gained by the salt works (as to which 
I am ignorant) or whether your remaining within the 
lines entitles you to a preference over others; (whether 
Ramsey remained within the lines or not I do not know) 
is not very clear to me. 

Previous to the receipt of your letter, resting your 
claims on your remaining within the lines and on your 
connection with the salt works, my personal prepossessions 
were strongly in your favor, but no personal consideration 
will be allowed to interfere with the discharge of my duties 
to the State. My present information is that you have an 
interest in the line of steamers to which you refer: that 
the same Co. own a line from Newbern with which I 
have reason to be dissatisfied—and if I must ship by this 
line I prefer an agent who is not interested in the line. 

If I have been misinformed and can arrive at the con- 
clusion that the interests of the State will be as well sub- 
served by shipments from Morehead City through your 
agency as in any other way, I shall prefer you, on account 
of old acquaintance, and not on account of your remaining 
within the lines—or your connection with the salt works. 


Morennran Crry. 
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To William Clark. 
Rarerieu. Sepr. 27/65. 


Your letter of the 18th inst. is just reed. Your letter 
inclosing one to Br. Milton came promptly to hand and 
very soon thereafter I handed him the letter inclosed to 
him. Your long letter, in reply to my long one, has not 
come to hand. 

I have written to Manning today asking him for a full 
statement of evidence of debt due you, in his hands; and 
also for a statement of any collections he may have made 
—and from whom. 

I learn from Dr. Woolen that you are under the impres- 
sion that Jesse Walker bought in your real estate for your 
benefit. This is a mistaken impression. Br. Milton and 
I held a consultation at the time of the sale and determined 
to buy it in for you if it went at a nominal price. We 
had no confidence in the title and had no idea of paying 
much. At the date of the sale Confed. currency had con- 
siderable value and the property went off at a price far 
above we deemed it expedient to bid. We believed (at 
least I did, and I think he thus thought) the war would 
terminate as it has. You owe no obligation to any body 
here for the protection of your property. I think you 
ought to come here. If you do, stop here and let me post 
you fully before you go to Randolph. J am now oppressed 
with so many urgent duties that I can’t write you fully. 
The Convention meets on the 2 proximo and I have many 
voluminous reports yet to prepare for it. 

I saved yr old negro man from being sold under the 
confiscation law. 

B. G. and daughter were in N. Y. when I last heard 
from them. In his letters to me he has not mentioned 
whether he would visit Ia. 

Sam Jackson and Zebulon Rush are the delegates from 
Randolph. Frank Caldwell, R. P. Dick—and_ friend 
Jonathan Harris from Guilford. 
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Br. Milton has filed his petition and through my influ- 
ence it went on with a favorable endorsement from the 
Govr. No action seems to have had on that and thou- 
sands of others from this State. 

It was held at Washington that I had been a traitor by 
holding a seat in the rebel Legislature. I filed a petition 


for pardon and it was promptly granted. 


To I. G. Lash. 
Sepr. 29 1865. 

Hore oftonmons On receipt of yours of yesterday I went into the House 
eee and found very many of the most eligible seats already 
labeled—and one labeled for you by yr. friend Hanes, L 
presume. The seats adjacent to the one selected by him, 
had been labelled for others. I found three adjacent seats 
on the first row to the extreme left of the speaker’s chair, 
which I deemed quite as eligible as the one selected for 
you by Mr. Hanes—and I pulled off his label and seated 
you, Starbuck and Patterson together in the location indi- 
cated, which I deemed as good as I could find unoccupied. 
Hoping to profit much by your suggestions in my pres- 

ent important and embarrassing position— 


SALEM. 


To D. H. Starbuck. 
Sepr. 29 1865. 
ie eraenations I have confined myself to your instructions—simply in- 
quiring for “a good boarding house and the terms; and 
making no election of a house or a room for.— 
The Planters’, Yarborough and Cooke’s are good houses. 
The price at the Planters’ for a single room is $3.00 per 
day—at the Yarborough $4.00. There may be some 
abatement at the Planters’ if two occupy one room. 
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I have had no chance to see Cooke. I used to board 
with him and like his House. 
Really oppressed with my duties. 


SALEM. 


To J. J. Jackson. 
RarzeicH Sepr. 29/65. 

I inclose copy of D Heaton’s answer—would like to have Relating to ool- 
copies of the evidence taken to prove that the 65-4 bales property. 
were not reported or taken into possession by an officer of 
the U.S. till after the 8th July 1865. 

I am informed by a treasury agent (U. 8.) that H. C. 

Michaux, King’s Mountain, Gaston County, N. C., re 
ported to him 400 bales at Cherryville, Cleveland County, 
35 miles from Charlotte; and 12 bales at Oat’s Factory, 
Lincoln County. This was probably Confederate cotton. 
If the evidences were made out against the holder the 
State could make a generous settlement with the holder 
and both parties be benefitted. 


CHARLOTTE. 


To Geo. Makepeace. 
Ratzicn Sepr. 29th 1865. 


I am truly vexed that you have made out no statement Demanding a 
of the accounts between Cedar Falls Co. and the State. account 
My attention has been repeatedly called to the 100 bales 
of cotton you got just at the close of the war. From what 
you told me I supposed you could show that it. was trans- 
ferred to and was the property of Cedar Falls Co., but that 
something was due to the State. I get no State property , 
of any consequence except by summoning the parties here 
and extorting the evidence upon oath. Notwithstanding 
my interest in the Company, I shall resort to the same 
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course with you, if a written exhibit be not made very 
soon. Your delay in making this showing, without any 
explanation, seems to me inexcusable. 


FRANKLINSVILLE. 


To J.J. Jackson. 
Oct. 6th 1865. 


Relating to I have hopes that the efficient measures to compel Richd. 
private business E 3 
affairs. Harris and others to give up cotton to the State bought 


with Confederate money, may wake up E. Ingram to the 
necessity of letting me have my cotton. 

His failure to comply with his bargin has damaged me 
more than $100. Dr. Roberts and my two wagons and 
teams have spent more than two weeks after the cotton and 
got nothing. Sam. saw Ingram last week. He seemed 
inclined to let me have the cotton, but thought I would 
give lim something more. Rather than be annoyed with 
a controversy, if he will pick and pack good cotton, in 
goo] order and deliver it, will pay him $400. more as 
soon as I can get the cotton to N. Y. and I will send it 
forward as quick as transportation can be had. To this 
end you may employ teams and of the 26 bales now packed 
and the rest as fast as he gets it baled. The baling and 
rope is at Sam’s house in Asheboro and would have to be 
sent for—and if there is not enough, notify me and I will 
send enough from here. 

Should he agree to put it up for me, get off the 26 bales, 
and hire an agent for me to superintend the picking and 
packing of the rest. He has damaged cotton in bales and 
I fear fraud. 

I do not desire you to make at once the offer to pay 
$400. After you see him and converse with him adopt 
the course you deem best—showing him my letter to the 
Govr. and Genl Ruger’s order may not be amiss. He will 
show you a letter I wrote him after Dr. Robert’s return. 
I may send you a copy of it to-morrow. 
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I inclose powers of atto. The quantity of cotton he 
owes me is 25000 lbs. 

Mr. Hammond has handed me package of affidavits 
taken by you which I will try to read to-night. All well. 


CHARLOTTE. 


To General Ruger. 
OGt. 10th 1865. 
My agent at Greensboro reports to me that Capt. Lyons 
had not reed from you the telegram you told me you would 
send him in relation to State property (other than cotton) 
in his hands. Presuming you have forgotten to send it, I 
take the liberty of reminding you of it. 


To M. Jarrell. 
Oth IIGh BSG: 
Did you get a box from me containing some empty bot- 
tles and a letter asking you to fill them with some good 
whisky or brandy and to send them to me by R. R. I am 
particularly dry. 


Hiegu Point. 


To John Pool & Lewis Thompson. 
Oct. 16th 1865. 


I have been in most painful uncertitude for some days 


Candidate for Govr. Many of my cherished friends, and 
chief among them, yourselves from prudential motives, as 
well as personal regard for me, have earnestly pressed 


Announcing his 
decision to run for 


past, whether I should allow my name to be used as a s0vernor. 


ico) 
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me, not to consent. Love of quiet, an earnest desire to 
conform to your views, and the personal kindness I have 
for several years experienced from Mr. Holden have been 
weighed against the questions of principle involved. 

One of those principles is that it is expedient to yield 
to the supposed wishes of the Prest. 

Believing the Prest. to be a genuine Union man, I 
deem him incapable of desiring that his preferences should 
control the vote of the State and for good reasons, he 
would rather a Union man, of any consistent record, were 
elected over Mr. Holden. 

The course Gov. Holden has pursued in refusing even 
a hearing to so steadfast a Union man, as Turner, and in 
recommending the suspension of a pardon to Graham, 
Gilmer and others of like stripe, while he favored the 
pardon of Bridgers, Arrington, Cameron and other seces- 
sionists, has produced indignation in the minds of many 
of the best men in the State. With the utmost deference 
to your views, and with painful misgivings, as to the cor- 
rectness of my judgment, when differing from you, I think 
the real interests of the State require that the name of a 
consistent opponent of disunion ought to be run; and be- 
leving that a large number of consistent Union men have 
their minds fixed on me than on any other man for the 
present, I deem it my duty to allow them the use of my 
name, and I assent to this sense of duty with the painful 
feeling with which I recorded my vote in 1861, against 
the call of a Convention. If the result shall be now, as 
then, against the popular will, I shall have now, as then, 
a consolation of which nobody can deprive me—and which 
I value above all other things—the conviction that I have 
done my duty. 

I have not made known this decision to any person 
whatever, and announce it to you first of all, on account 
of the friendly solicitude you have exhibited to induce me 
to adopt a different decision. 
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In casting your votes against me, which I infer you 
will feel it your duty to do, I beg you to feel assured that 
I accord to you the right I exercise for myself, to vote 
according to your convictions of duty, and shall feel for 
you and other valued friends who may concur in your 
views the same sincerity of friendship which has always 
existed between us. 

To avoid the collision I would willingly submit to a 
majority of the Convention a decision of the question 
whether Goy. Holden or myself shall be the Candidate. J 
do not know the wishes of one half the members. I have 
made known this suggestion to no one. 

[P. S.J]—In my last interview with you I had a strong 
disposition not to allow my name to be run and so ex- 
pressed myself to you, but I have never peremptorily de- 
cided on the matter till now—and have not even announced 
this decision to any person whatever, excepting yourselves. 


To W. W. Holden.* 
Rareieu, Oct. 17th 1866. 


Ihave reluctantly yielded to the pressing solicitations of 


North Carolina, and as I presume you intend to be a eandi- 
date for the same office it occurs to me as possible that you 
may [prefer] on this account that another should fill the 
position of Provisional Treasurer during the continuance 
of your present administration: and I therefore respect- 
fully tender to you my resignation, to take effect at any 
time when you may make known your wishes to this effect, 
assuring you however that in the mean time, I will dil- 
gently attend to all the duties of the office. I do not propose 
to make any Canvass, or otherwise withdraw my attention 


1 This letter was never sent. 
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432 


Announcing his 
candidacy for 
governor. 


Norru Carorma HisrorrcaL COMMISSION. 


from my responsible official duties. I am determined that 
on my part, nothing shall be done which shall furnish any 
just cause for any personal estrangement between us; and 
I am willing, if it be your pleasure, to continue to dis- 
charge my duties as I have hitherto done. 

I desire that the personal rivalry between us as may be 
generous, furnishing no occasion for marring the friendly 
and personal and official relations which have existed be- 


tween us. 


To John Pool. 
Rareieu, Oct. 17th, 1865. 

I have decided that it is my duty to yield my assent to 
the earnest wishes of my friends, to allow my name to be 
run for Governor. 

On many accounts I have yielded with positive pain. 
It grieves me to take a step against the wishes of such 
valued friends as yourself, Thompson, Reade, Caldwell & 
Donnell: but I am certain that Mr. Holden cannot be 
elected Civil Governor without extreme dissatisfaction to 
a very large number of the voters of the State. I am 
deeply sensible to the expediency of harmony, but this 
harmony can be attained only in one way, the withdrawal 
of Govr. Holden. 

If he would come out in a ecard declaring his willing- 
ness to withdraw, for the sake of harmony, I think there 
would be no bitterness of feeling against me and he would 
place himself in a far more enviable position, than he 
would occupy, elected Govr. with so animosity existing 
against him: or, if deemed best, both of us might with- 
draw, under an agreement that the name of Judge Reade 
should be run. This, in my opinion, is the only practica- 
ble plan of procuring harmony. 
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To B. 8. Hedrick. 
Rareren, Oct. 18/65. 


Can any thing be done to counter-act the impression 
which Holdens’ friends mainly rely upon, that my election 
over him would be disagreeable to the South and the 
North? It must be done quickly, if at all. 

Wasuineton, D. OC. 


To A. W. Ingold. 
Raueren, Oct. 18/65. 

Yours of the 17th has reached me to-day too late for a 
reply by to-day’s mail. 

I have no reason to believe that the Prest desires Mr. 
Holden’s election as Civil Govr, and have not the least idea 
that he or any other disinterested Union man has any re- 
pugnance to my election. The whole course of Prest 
Johnson forbids the idea that: he would, by the expression 
of his will, or otherwise, interfere with the free right of 
the people to vote. It is a very efficient and ‘unworthy 
expedient, based on the idea that the Prest is a tyrant and 
the people servile—but it'is inexpedient, as I think, for 
me to say more for the public than I have said in my cir- 
cular published in the Sentinel of to-day. 

You will see that 53 members of the Convention signed 
an invitation to Gov. H. to be a candidate. Every mem- 
ber was approached. The inference is that 67 refused. 
Many of those who signed were induced to do so by its 


1 B.S. Hedrick, a native of Davidson county, was a graduate of the 
State University, and professor from 1854 to 1856, when he was forced 
out by the trustees, public opinion being much aroused by his aboli- 
tion sentiments. He became Chemical Examiner of the United States 
Patent Office in 1861. W. W. Holden had been the first to call the 
attention of the public to his anti-slavery doctrines, and vehemently 
demanded in his paper, the Standard, Hedrick’s dismissal. As might 
be supposed Mr. Hedrick bore him no great amount of good will. 
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being represented to them that I would not run. Whether 
I can be elected or not, with so many men silenced by 
favors from the Govr—and so many who felt his iniuence 
is to be seen: but you may rely on this, that I have numer- 
ous and influential men ardently supporting me through- 
out the State. I know not what support I shall have from 
the press. I am gratified at the expression of yr intention 
to support me. 

You will understand that no portion of this letter is 
intended for the press. 

I am satisfied that the Prest would prefer my election 
over Holden but I have not such evidence of it as I can 
give to the press. 


GREENSBORO. 
To W. W. Holden. 
Rareien, Oct. 18th 1865. 
QncrTe eaeses I decided two days ago to allow my friends to run my 
treasurer. name as a Candidate for Civil Governor of the State. As 


you are a Candidate for the same position, and I hold the 
office of Public Treasurer under your appointment, it oc- 
curs to me as possible that it may not be agreeable to you 
for me to continue in my present position. I therefore 
tender to you my resignation to take effect whenever you 
shall appoint my successor, assuring you however that in - 
the mean time I will diligently attend to all the duties of 
the office. I do not propose to make any canvass or other- 
wise withdraw my attention from my responsible official 
duties. I am determined that on my part nothing shall 
be done which shall furnish any just cause for any per- 
sonal estrangement between us: and I am willing, if it be 
your pleasure, to continue to discharge the duties of my 
office as I have hitherto done, so long as it may be agree- 
able to you. 

I desire that the personal rivalry between us for a 
highly honorable position, may be generous, furnishing no 
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just occasion for marring the friendly, personal and ofti- 
cial relations which have hitherto existed between us. 


To A. M. Tomlinson. 
Rateiau, Oct. 18th 1865. 


Your neighborhood was the first in the State to propose 
my name as your first choice for Governor. I am no 
manager for political preferment, and though gratified by 
the compliment, had little expectation then that,such a 
pressure would be made upon me as constrains me to allow 
my namie to be used as a Candidate. When you see 53 
members of the Convention soliciting Gov. Holden to run 
you may think him a volunteer. Remember there are 
67 more who would not sign it—And of the 53 many 
were induced to sign by assurance that I would not con- 
sent to run. I yielded with extreme reluctance, very 
many of the 53 who are my particular friends, were under 
obligations to Gov. Holden for favoring their pardons, 
giving them or their friends appointments, ete. These 
wished to vote for me of choice, but felt under constraint. 
Some of these among them, Pool, Thompson, Donnell, T’od 
Caldwell and others, begged me not to run, because they 
greatly preferred me but felt their hands tied. The most 
of the straight out old anti secession men, would not vote 
for Holden, who had taught disunion so long. All who 
would not vote for him with one voice centered on me. 
The pressure was irresistible. My record is the best in 
the State, as all concede. 

I inclose my card to the public and snatch a little time 
to say that my mortification would be great indeed, even 
if I were elected, if Randolph should not stand up to me 
as in times past. If she does not, it will be because Ran- 
dolph has changed and not I. Not one of those who will 
vote against me contends that I am less competent than 
my competitor. They insist that an old Secessionist—a 
new convert to Union, will be preferred by the Prest and 
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Congress over one whose life is consistently for Union. I 
need not say to you that this is all guess work. 
May I hope for a rally of my old friends? I hope so. 


Mr. Worth’s Circular.’ 
His Record As a Union Man. His Consistency, &c., &c. 

For some time past, I have been earnestly pressed by my 
friends in all parts of the State, who respect my constant 
opposition to the doctrine of secession and my adhesion to 
the Union, to allow my name to be run as a candidate for 
civil Governor of this State. 

I have listened reluctantly to these solicitations for sev- 
eral reasons. I love quiet, and desire to avoid the vitu- 
peration which is unfortunately the common consequence 
of being a candidate for political position. 

A further consideration which has operated upon me, 
has been the fears of many that rivalry for this position 
might produce angry discussion at a time when it is de- 
sirable that we should quietly and harmoniously resume 
our place around the board of the old Union. 

If I thought my being a candidate would be prejudicial 
to our full restoration to the Union, I would be the last 
man to countenance the use of my name. Why should 
the President or Congress object to my being elected Goy- 
ernor of North Carolina? 

The journals of our General Assembly of 1831, when 


‘Mr. Calhoun’s splendid talents gave prominence to Nulli- 


fication, show that I introduced a resolution in the House 
of Commons, denouncing that doctrine. This resolution, 
after a violent debate, was adopted by a large majority, 
and gave the quietus to this doctrine in North Carolina. 
When it revived in this State under the new name of se- 


‘ Published in the Sentinel of October 18, 1865. 
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cession, and was advocated by some of our prominent pa- 
pers in the session of 1860-61, the journals show, and most 
of you will remember how, in a forlorn minority, I con- 
stantly combatted it. 

When at last, in January, 1861, a majority passed the 
bill submitting it to the people in a time of terror and 
excitement, to decide whether they would have a Conven- 
tion, the action of which was to be restricted to national 
affairs, I voted against it, and addressed a circular to my 
constituents, giving reasons why I thought they should 
vote “No Convention.” The immense majority by which 
they sustained my views gave me more satisfaction than 
any event of my political hfe. This circular was inserted 
in most of the newspapers published west of Raleigh. 

In May, 1861, after the war had commenced, the Gen- 
eral Assembly was called in extra session, and on the first 
day of the session a bill for the calling of a Convention 
passed its three readings. The journals of the Senate 
show that I offered an amendment, providing that no action 
of the Convention ‘amending the constitution of the State 
or annexing or confederating us with another government 
should have any validity until ratified by a vote of the 
people; and upon the rejection of this amendment I voted, 
on the third reading, with only two others—Turner, of 
Orange, and Sharpe, of Iredell—against the bill. 

The immense majority of my countrymen (above two 
thousand five hundred votes “No Convention” to forty-five 
votes “Conyention”) evinced their approval of my con- 
duct. I was earnestly pressed to allow my name to be run 
for the Convention of 1861. In a public address to a vast 
assembly of my countrymen, they will remember how 
earnestly I besought them not to vote for me. I knew the 
Convention would secede. I seemed under surrounding 
circumstances, inevitable; but I apprehended the terrible 
consequences which has followed and was unwilling to 


participate. 
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I could not get the assent of my mind or heart to take 
part in the beginning, of what I was sure would be one of 
the most terrible convulsions in history. I have at all 
times since looked back on its course in all these instances 
with great satisfaction. How then can my election as 
Governor of North Carolina give offense to the President 
or to the Congress of the United States, or to any friend 
of our glorious Union ? 

The pretense constantly pressed that no other man 
whom you can elect, excepting an appointee of the Presi- 
dent, would be satisfactory to the President, does him 
great injustice. He does not demand of us a surrender 
of our manhood. Every act of his and the military offi- 
cers in this State under his command proves that he 
wishes you to cast your votes for men of your free choice. 
Witness his action in Mississippi, where the Confederate 
General Humphreys was elected over the nominee of the 
State Convention, and the President immediately granted 
his pardon. : 

The President is a great and sagacious statesman. 
When we promise our allegiance to the United States, he 
believes us. He knows that confidence on one side begets 


confidence on the other. When Governor Sharkey of 


Mississippi lately ordered the organization of two compa- 
nies of militia for each county, to preserve order, and in- 
vited the young men lately disbanded as Confederate sol- 
diers to join said companies, General Slocum, the United 
States officer in command in that State, forbade such or- 
ganization, on the ground that men so lately in the army 
of the Confederacy ought not to be trusted with arms. 
The President directed General Slocum to revoke his 
order, and sustained Governor Sharkey. 

In this he showed that he is not a narrow-minded man. 
He knew that the soldiers who had been true to their eol- 
ors when fighting under the Southern flag, would not for- 
feit their military honor when they entered service under 
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the flag of the United States. Nobody now meditates 
further resistance to the United States, and I hope the day 
is not distant when a general amnesty will be granted. 

I trust the action of our Convention now sitting, will 
satisfy the whole nation as to our earnest desire to return 
to full communion with the United States. 

In consenting to be a candidate for Governor, I have no 
intention to assail any one. Nothing shall be done on my 
part which can be justly offensive to any person. I hope 
that any rivalry for a highly honorable position which 
may occur, will be manly and generous, and that nothing 
will take place to mar the friendly personal relations which 
now exist between myself and any other citizen. 

J have endeavored as Provisional Treasurer, under the 
appointment of Governor Holden, to discharge all my 
duties for the best interests of the State, and consequently 
for the success of his administration, and he has promptly 
given me all the aid I have asked of him, in securing the 
public property, and in the execution of all my duties. 

I know of no other matters not embraced in my reports 
to the Convention, and the ordinances of the Convention, 
which I approve, about which you may wish to know my 
opinion. 

If it should be your pleasure to elevate me to the hon- 
orable and responsible position to which I aspire, my past 
life and conduct are the best guaranty I can offer, as to 
what may be expected from me. As far as my official po- 
sition would enable me to do it, both from inclination and 
from conviction of duty, I should endeavor to soften the 
animosities which have grown out of the horrible war now 
happily ended. If some of us have grievously erred, 
grievously have all of us atoned for it. I should endeavor 
to encourage a spirit of mutual forgiveness—a return to 
the habits of law and order and steadfast attachment to 
the Union, which made us so great and so prosperous a 
people whilst we adhered to the counsels of Washington. 
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If the great body of those whom we lately called our ene- 
mies shall concur, as I hope and believe they will, in the 
generous policy of the President, the wounds we have mu- 
tually inflicted will heal, and fraternity of feeling return. 
JonarHan WorrTH. 


To Z. B. Vance. 
RaxeicH, Oct. 20th 1865. 


Yours of the 13th inst. came to hand by to-day’s mail. 

I thank you for the fact it evinces that you have confi- 
dence in my honor and in my personal regard for you. 

I wish I had time to go largely into the subject of your 
letter. 

In the first place let me assure you that if any suspects 
you of any species of peculation, the suspicion is confined 
to the band of a very small number of very ignoble men. 

Even Lewis Thompson, whose prejudices have allied 
him with Mr. Holden, admitted to me last week that there 
was no ground to charge you with peculation or the least 
connivance at it in any body else. 

The proposition to investigate sprung chiefly out of the 
report of White as to Flanner’s detention of a large sum— 
and the account exhibited by J. T. Hughes as to the dis- 
bursement of the $10,000. gold placed in his hands to 
buy rosin. His vouchers for rosin bought would not 
cover $700. of the gold, but vouchers for traveling expen- 
ses and other business than the purchase of rosin,—some 
thirty or forty thousand dollars, for corn, paid Power, 
Lane & Co. for repacking cotton,—some $2200. in gold 
paid to Major Devereux and Dowd and for freight on cot- 
ton from Wilmington to Fayetteville—some $1500., re- 
tained on account of an alleged advance of this amt to the 
crew of the “Advance” on his return from Europe, and 
about $72,000. of Con money, reed for the sale of gold. 


This showing, on its face, doesn’t look well. He rests 
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such of these expenditures as are not warranted by his 
commission, on alleged verbal orders from you. 

You will have seen what White says of Flanner. It 
seems that he has 7000. or 8,000 in his hands which White 
could not prevail on him to pay over. 

No one abhors the tyranny which oppresses you more 
than I. do. It must be distressing to you, but there is 
certainly a brighter day ahead for you. I need not say 
to a man of your determined will, that you must not be- 
come dispondent. You have hosts of friends and when 
they can speak with safety they will speak. 

Having been constrained to be a Candidate for Govr., 
I have tendered my resignation as Public Treas, offering 
however to continue in my present office until Govr. 
Holden shall choose to appoint my successor. On sev- 
eral accounts, none of which are personal, I would prefer 
to remain in office—but I am mistaken if my sin be not 
visited with swift decapitation. 

Give my kindest regards to Mrs. Vance. 


STATESVILLE. 


To H. M. Welborn. 
Raveieu, Oct. £0/65. 

I sent to the R. R. a hasty note to you and some circular 
tickets, ete. Whether a suitable agency was found by 
which they could be sent is uncertain,—and Mr. Bynum 
having agreed to carry a bundle for me, I send another 
small lot. If from any cause you should be unwilling to 
support me, I know you will oblige me by placing the in- 
closure in the hands of some friend who will give the the 
right direction.. 

P.S. The press already teems with lies, such as that 
I am in favor of paying all the war debt—that nobody but 


Goy. Holden can get us into the Union, ete. They are 
frightened and will resort to every means to prejudice me. 


WILKESBCRO. 
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To B. G. Worth. 
Raueren, Oct. 20/65. 


When I saw you last I inferred from what you said 
that you had money you were not likely to use for a few 
months. If so, lend me $500. to be paid on call. 

I have tendered my resignation and think it will be 
accepted. 

It sounds here like I was going to be elected Govr. by a 
large majority. If not, I shall listen favorably to your 
propositions. 

I will be at Roxana’s next Monday and Tuesday. 
Would like to get the $500. there. If it were $700. or 
$800. it would suit better. 


To B. S. Hedrick. 


Rareien, Oct. 21 1865. 


I inclose the last Standard. Read it—particularly the 
brief article headed “the issue.” It will be hard to re- 
sist the effect of the will of the president, as expounded 
by Mr. Holden, that the issue is Holden and “Go Back”— 
or Worth and “Stay Out” of the Union. As the Standard 
is edited by a son of Gov. Holden, it is understood as ex- 
pounding the President’s will. I am persuaded the Pres- 
ident would allow us a free election. The impression is 
made that the Prest. requires the election of Mr. Holden 
as a condition precedent to our re-admission into the 
Union. This is the only obstacle to my election. 


Wasuinerton, D. C. 
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To F. E. Shober. 


Rareren,; Oct. 21/65. 


I thank you for your encouraging letter of the 19th 
inst. 

I entered the contest with extreme reluctance, knowing 
how unscrupulously I would be assailed by my vindictive 
opponent, and the immense odds the use of his late patron- 
age gives him over me: but the accounts thus far received 
from every direction are most cheering to me and I now 
have hopes of beating him largely. 

You will see that the Standard is itself again. 

In this short race every thing depends on the activity of 
my friends and I am glad to know that they generally en- 
ter the race with much more zeal, than the other side does. 

It is generally conceded that I will beat him largely in 
the East. 


[P. S.J—Can the Iredell paper be induced to go for 
me 4 


SALISBURY. 


To J. W. Payne. 
Rareten, Oct. 23/65. 


I found to-day among some papers which reached here 
with the executive papers from Greensboro the annexed 
right of Jno. R. Hancock for two-horse State wagon. I 
don’t know Hancock. 

Did Col. Ruger have the wagons turned over to you? 

What do you hear as to my prospects of beating Gov. 
Holden ? 


1 Francis E. Shober of Rowan, was an opponent of secession, and 
was a conservative member of the Legislatures of 1862 and 1864. In 
1868 and in 1870 he was elected to Congress as a Democrat. He was 
acting Secretary of the U. S. Senate from 1881 to 1883 
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It is conceded here that I will get a large majority East 
of here. 

IT am told that Mr. Dick gave it as his opinion that 
Guilford and Randolph would go against me. God for- 
bid it. 


GREENSBORO. 


To P..R. Harden. 
Rateienw Oct. 23/65 


I have inquired of the officer who has charge of the 
pardoning department in the Governor’s office, as to your 
pardon. He says your pardon has not come to hand—that 
it has been advertised as having been received, it was a 
mistake. 

Can you give me any information as to what the peo- 
ple say about voting for or against their old school-man 
for Governor ? 


GRAHAM. 


Thomas Branch & Sons. 


Rareien Oct, 23/65 
No notice has been specially served on the Pub. Treasr. 
so far as I am informed, forbidding the payment of the 
Floyd bonds or the coupons thercon—nor can I perceive 
how the State could justify the with-holding of payment, 
if such notice had been served. They are all payable to 
bearer. 


Prerrrssure, Va. 
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To Jno. L. Brown. 


Rareiew. Oct. 25th 1865. 

Your encouraging letter is reed. for which accept my 
thanks. Knowing the power with my opponent wields, 
the patronage by which he has bought up so many and 
the vindicative and unscrupulous assaults which will be 
made on me, I consented to be candidate with extreme re- 
luctance. I am now much cheered by all the intelligence 
reaching me from every part of the State. I feel confi- 
dent, if my friends are active, that I shall beat him badly. 

I am surprised that Mr. Yates should prefer Mr. 
Holden over me. ; 

I think repudiating ordinance does not apply to any of 
the internal improvement bonds. 


CHARLOTTE. 


PO DT WAP Pugh. 
Rareieu, Oct. 28/65. 

Yours of the 26th inst is reed. I thank you for your 
candor. That there should be division and _ hesitation 
among my life-long political friends is painful, and I lke 
to understand facts as they are. That old Union men 
should prefer a recent convert to one whose whole life has 
resisted Disunion is strange. J infer from your letter that 
this division is attributable to my supposed advocacy of 
assuming the war debt. My position on this is my late 
speech at Asheboro—and in my report to the Conven- 
tion was distinctly this—that there was no necessity for 
immediate action—and that I preferred for myself and 
the people to have time to consider it in all its bearings. I 
declared in that speech and my report submitted to the 
Convention that I had arrived at no satisfactory conclu- 
sions and could then submit no recommendations. The 
Standard had taken the same ground. The Governor sent 
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in my report with his approval. He and I stood on the 
identical same ground on this subject until my name was 
announced for Gov. Since then the burden of the Stand- 
ard’s song has been that I wanted to oppress the people 
with taxation to pay this war debt. Why should I? I 
don’t own’ a dollar in Bank or State stock. I have prop- 
erty and must pay my part of the taxes: The question is 
now forever settled. I am for letting the matter rest where 
it is. Why should a dead issue prejudice me? even if I 
had taken a different position from my competitor; but in 
fact we agreed out and out on this question till I became 
a candidate. Then the Standard, with its usual dexterity, 
brings this charge against me and by continual reiteration 
is prejudicing me.— 

I am what I always was. If an adroit electioneering 
paper shall sueceed in alienating my life-long friends on 
an eve of an election, I can only regret the mutability of 
popular favor and fall back on the resource which has 
often been my chief comfort—a conscience which assures 
me I have always done what I thought right and for the 
best interests of my country. 


To J. J. Jackson. 


Rarxieu, Nov. 2d, 1865. 

Hedrick says the Attorney-General assures him the 
President wishes the people of N. C. to vote as they please 
for Governor. If he did not, the granting us an election 
would be a mockery. If our people have become so ser- 
vile that their choice is controlled by the supposed dicta- 
tion of the President, then I do not want to be governor. 
The pretense that the President requires the election of 
Holden is based entirely on the affirmation of Holden. If 
the people are to be thus controlled, an independent man 
can feel no pride in popular favor. 
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I have not time to have Hedrick’s letter copied. 

I send facts for the people, my circulars and Turner’s 
speeches. 

On Friday last, Faircloth of Wayne, who was one of the 
members of the convention who signed the petition asking 
Holden to be a candidate, in a public speech in Wayne de- 
elared he did not feel bound and would not vote for him. 
The news is that I will beat 2 or 3 to 1 in Wayne. Allen 
Tomlinson writes me all is coming right in Randolph. I 
hear nothing discouraging except from Chatham. The 
issue is whether Demagogueism shall hereafter stalk about 
on stilts. 


From Jos. L. Cannon.* 


Rauerten, Nov. 15th 1865. 
Sir 


I am directed by the Governor to inform you that your 
resignation is accepted, to take effect from to-day and to 
request you to turn over the records and effects of the office 
to the Dr. William Sloan, your successor. 


To B. G.and J. A. Worth. 
Raveteu, Nov. 18/68. 


I reed yours of the 31st inclosing your check on J. L. 
Hathaway for $500. J! deface and return it, having sup- 
plied my wants before it came to hand. 

We have heard from so nearly the whole Staté that there 
is no no doubt of my election by some 6000 or 7000 ma- 
jority. The mountain district, for want of time to enable 
the people to get information, generally went against me 
on the idea that it was the only chance to get favor from 
the Prest. 


” Private Secretary to Governor Holden. 
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The Govr. has exhibited his crafty malevolence by re- 
moving me as Treas. and appointing his friend Dr. Sloan 
who was so disastrously beaten for Congress in the Char- 
lotte District. 

There is a bed of rosin in Sampson supposed to contain 
some 6000 bbls about 25 miles from the W. & W. R. R. 
and about the same distance from Fayetteville. I think 
the same contract and at the same price could be made for 
its delivery either at Fayetteville or on the R. R.—Perhaps 
you could contract for its delivery in Wilmington at what- 
ever it may cost per bbl to deliver the Conwall Stuart bed 
in Wilmington. It would be a good job for our boat. If 
anything be done, it cannot be done too promptly. 

All well. 


To B. G. Worth. 
RareieH Nov. 21/68. 
Yours of the 18th reed. I am elected beyond all doubt 
—there are however some 25 counties not yet heard from. 
It is almost certain that 10 of these will give me majori- 
ties—15, nearly all in the extreme West, will probably 
give majorities against me. My present majority is about 
7000. The Standard at last concedes that I am elected by 
from 3000 to 5000. It will probably be about 6000. 
When the Provl. Govr. will be directed to vacate is un- 
certain but I presume it will be soon after the meeting of 
the Genl A. 
pe beoie busines In my judgment only those who have made themselves 
responsible to the building of the boat have any right to 
participate in the profits of the sale—and the amount of 
stock which is taken in the duplicated order ought to be 
fixed at once in writing. If the enterprise prove a bad 
one, none will feel bound share the loss—and even if will 
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ing to share it, it would be impossible to ascertain the 
quantum of loss which each one should bear. You under- 
stand, however, better than I do, all the facts—and I am 
willing to abide your judgment in the premises. It seems 
clear to me that no one is entitled to share profits who 
would net have been liable for loss. 

We are all well and I am getting used to being called 
Govr. Worth. 

I hoped to have visited Wilmington this week. I find 
that I can’t leave here. 


To P. R. Harden. 
Rareien. Nov. 21/65. 


If all the operations of your agency for the State be 
complete, as I suppose they are, it is desirable to have a 
final settlement with you very soon. Since the result of 
the election the Govr. has notified me of his willingness 
that I retire from this office and has appointed my suc- 
cessor. J had made known my willingness, if he desired 
it, to continue in the office. So it is a virtual removal. 


GRAHAM. 


To J. M. Worth. 
Raueten Nov. 28/65. 


Your letter and package of Bank notes arrived to-day. 
I got separate bids from the brokers and sold at the highest 
price I could get. There were several inaccuracies in the 
count. I write from home—expected to have gone back 
after dinner and sent you check and statement to-night— 
but felt unwell and did not go back. I will inclose check 
and statement in the morning. My majority, so far as 
heard from is about 7300. The counties of Currituck, 
Hyde, Gates, Tyrrell and Onslow will probably give me 
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large majorities. The counties of Yadkin, Ashe, Mitchell, 
Jackson, Cherokee, Macon, and Watauga and Beaufort 
will probably give majorities against me. My final ma- 
jority will exceed 5000—and may possibly not be di- 
mished below the present majority. There is this pecu- 
liarity in the result. My friends are greatly rejoiced 
while those who voted against me are either pleased or not 
much chagrined at the defeat of their Candidate. Many 
of Holden’s friends curse him outright for his infamous 
statements which have appeared in the Standard since the 
election to deceive the North into the belief that his defeat 
and my election indicate hostility to the Govt. of the U.S. 

Most of the old Whig Union counties (excepting Ran- 
dolph and Wilkes) gave me large majorities—and the ultra 
secession counties gave me large majorities also. I got 
the Secession vote, because they hate Holden, their late 
associate who mainly contributed to getting up the strife 
and then deserted them while they respected me as a con- 
stant and honest opponent. 

I propose to inclose my draft on C. F. Dibble and get 
you to buy for Dr. Roberts and Roxana a small siock of 
groceries. I have ordered for them from Suckett, Borden 
& Co. coffee, sugar, cheese, fish and butter—and pepper 
and spice and pr seales and weights for counter and the 
firm will be known by the name of W. C. Roberts & Co. 

I have made out no bill. You can judge as well as I 
can what they can sell. The chief business of the neigh- 
borhood will be making turpentine and getting tar timber. 
There are numerous negroes in the neighborhood. They 
will have to buy clothes, shoes, ete. Whether it will be 
better to buy coarse ready-made clothing or material to 
make them, you can best judge. Buy very moderately of 
fancy goods. 

Buy 1 doz. Collins axes—heavy—1 doz. Turp. axes, 1 
doz clippers—1 doz. best saw mill files. 1 full set white 
tin ware for Roxana and assortment crockery for store. 
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Also one good cooking stove for Roxana, a fair assortment 
of shoes, hats and common drugs, hardware and cutlery, 
dry goods, ete. I would not have the purchase much ex- 
ceed $2000. Buy them in N. Y. or Phila. as you may 
deem best. Insure them to Wilmington. 

I have sent 38 bales of cotton to Dibble, which I pre- 
sume have reached them—and have other cotton in Wil- 
mington which will go forward to them soon, so I presume 
they will not hesitate to honor my draft. If he should not 
pay the draft try to get Hathaway and Utley to advance 
$2000. The cotton belongs to me and Sam Jackson and 
may be sold on our joint acct. I furnished the money 
and he purchased the cotton on joint shares. I will sign 
the draft Worth & Jackson. _______-. 

I enclose drft of J. G. Williams & Co. on Natl. Bk of 
the Republic for $2148.93 a counterfeit $1. bill and state- 
ment of the whole transaction which I hope will be intelli- 
gible and satisfactory. 


To Col. Whittlesey. 


Raueieu, Nov. 23/66. 


My daughter Roxana C. McNeill residing 16 miles 
North of Fayetteville, is a widow with three small female 
children with no male relative living near her. She owned 
the freedmen herein after named prior to their late eman- 
cipation. Not knowing what was best to be done, when 
they were proclaimed free; after the planting of her crop 
last spring, she told them if they would go on and make 
the crop, she feeding and clothing them as before, they 
would be paid what might be deemed right. They have 
what seem to me to be extravagant ideas as to what they 
ought to receive. The family, as a whole, could barely 
make a comfortable living before the war. I desire that 
you fix the compensation, on the assumption that the facts 
herein after stated, are true, and she will endeavor to com- 


ply with your award. 
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[One page not copied. | 

In behalf of my daughter I lately notified him to take 
his corn and leave the place and stay away and to expect 
nothing more. 

5. Dick—aged 35—fair field hand. Made about 15 or 
20 bu. corn, some fodder and peas for himself. 

6. Frank—aged 20—left repeatedly without leave dur- 
ing the making of the crop and since same notice given to 
him as to No. 4—David. 

7 Bet—aged 65—milks cows—has had pr of winter 
shoes cost $2.50. 

8. Chat—aged about 50—He has worked faithfull and 
has been chiefly relied on as foreman. Has brought his 
wife and child on the place, who were not wanted. He 
made for himself 15 or 20 bu. corn, a stack of hay and 
fodder and has been paid in cash and winter clothes $15. , 

[Neat page not legible. | 

11. John Ann with her two small children. Her hus- 
band lives on another place and has had notice to move 
his family. The expense of maintaining them has mate- 
rially exceeded their earnings. 

12. Maria—Very weakly—an expense to the estate for 
many years. Her husband living on another place is able 
to maintain her and promises to take her away. 

13. Pleasant and her children—no husband—Jesse, who 
has run away repeatedly during the past summer—aged 15 
years 

Ban aged 13 years 

Merinna aged 11 “ 

Gaston WAC peed 

Anne Maria “=>.3-—.* 

Adelaide - 5, de F 
She has had pr winter shoes and coat for Jesse $7.50 
and pr winter shoes for herself 2.50 


[Another page left out.] 
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17. Young Sam—aged about 25—a good hand—lost 
one week by sickness. He wishes to leave. Has been 
paid $18.50. : 

I can make no satisfactory settlement with these freed- 
men. They have done little work since the corn crop was 
made—have sowed no small grain and made no prepara- 
tion for another crop. None of them have exhibited a 
vicious disposition but all want to go off, and my daughter 
prefers that they do so—but is willing that Pleasant and 
Amey No. 13 and 14 with their children, remain and 
work for their subsistence and clothing, for another year, 
or until such time as a more suitable arrangement can be 
made. 

One of late slaves, Jim, who had a wife on the place, 
went to Wilmington last March, leaving his wife. He re- 
turned about the middle of May having contracted pul- 
monary disease in Camp at Wilmington. He was unable 
to do any labor afterwards and died a few days ago. The 
doctor’s bill for attendance on him and his wife who also 
took sick and died and on others of the foregoing freed- 
men is $65. He would not attend them except on the 
promise of my daughter to pay his bill. 

My daughter is very desirous that her late servants shall 
be satisfied that she has acted fairly towards them since 
they became free, and as they look to you now as their 
friend, they will probably be satisfied with your award. 
If you shall be unwilling to make an award, will you sug- 
gest some other mode of making the adjustment. 


Rareien, Nov. 24/665. 


T. J. Hughes, since the making of my report of the 2nd 
Oct. last to Gov. Holden which was submitted by him to 
the Convention, has filed sundry certificate from persons 
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entitled to credit, tending to confirm his account of sale 
of Gold. He has also filed the letter of Govr. Vance, a 
copy which is hereto annexed for the purpose of justifying 
said sales of gold and sustaining vouchers filed by him for 
payments made by him for other objects than the pay- 
ment of Rosin—And since the ordinance of the Conven- 
tion repudiating the State debt, he has paid into the 
Treasury in U. 8. currency $2180.07 in lieu of the credit 
claimed by him for gold advanced some 18 months ago to 
pay the crew of Advance (as claimed by him in his ac 
count). In view of these facts 1 hope no impression un- 
favorable to the reputation of Mr. Hughes as a business 
man or man of integrity will be allowed to take hold of 
the mind of any one. Both he and my successor in office 
concur that his account ought to be submitted for adjust- 
ment to the tribunal established for the purpose by the 
Convention.—And in the mean time no conclusions preju- 
dicial to Mr. Hughes ought to be indulged. 


To OC. B. Dibble. 
Rateieu Nov. 27/65. 

I have been so fully occupied in the discharge of my 
public duties that I have neglected my personal affairs 
somewhat, for the past few weeks. 

Worth & Daniel notified me some two weeks ago of the 
shipment to you for me of 38 bales of cotton. It may 
have been sent in the name of Worth & Jackson, my son- 
in-law J. J. Jackson being interested in it. 

I have drawn two drafts on you, the one dated 16th 
inst. in favor of J. G. Williams & Co. for $600—The 
other in favor of J. M. Worth for $2,000. dated 23rd 
inst. When you shall have sold the cotton, made up and 
render me your account, charging me with the above 
drafts which I hope you have honored and also your bill 
for cotton bagging and rope last spring. 
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You will have seen that I have been elected Civil Govr. Explanation of 


conditions in 


of N. C. I perceive that certain Northern papers, prob- North Carolina. 


ably taking their cue from the Raleigh Standard, treat my 
election over Mr. Holden, as evidence of hostile feeling in 
N. C. against the Govt. of the U. 8S. Exactly the opposite 
conclusion is the just inference from it. While the old 
Union Whig Counties generally gave me large majorities, 
it is also true that the ultra Secession Counties also gave 
me majorities upon the well known principle of human 
nature that we hate those who have deserted and betrayed 
us more than we do our consistent and manly opponents. 
Holden, for long years, had taught Secession. He de- 
serted and reviled his associates; and hence they hate him, 
but respect me as an unvarying opponent of Secession. 
I refer to this in a business letter because I suppose you 
have known my political status, and that you may be able 
to contribute something to the correction of public opinion 
North. 
New York. 


Dec. 6 1868. 
The vote of the people has conferred on me the honor 
of being Governor whether Gov. Holden and the Northern 
radicals allow me to act or not. 


To A.B. Hall, 
Raxeieu Dec. 6/65. 


Yours of the 1st inst. is recd. 

I was elected Pub. Treas. of N. C. in the fall of 1862 
and moved here and cannot give you satisfactory informa- 
tion in relation to the Gray mine. If you will address 
my brother J. M. Worth, who still resides at Asheboro he 
can doubtless inform you more fully. 
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I have heard that all the belts and other small matters 
had been stolen. The buildings had not been burned 
when I last heard from the property. 

I do not think the property has been sold for taxes. If 
such sale has been made, I presume the sale would be held 
invalid. It is liable for the U. S. land tax which will be 
collected, as I understand, sometime this winter. 

I thank you for your congratulations at my election as 
Gov. I fear the North will deprive me of all but the 
honor of the approbation of my State. A strange illusion 
prevails at the North. My election is regarding as indi- 
cating hostility to Prest. Johnson’s plan of re-construction. 
The old Whig party of the State to which I always be- 
longed, was the real Union party of the State. Govr. 
Holden was a dangerous secessionist in 1860 turned upon 
and deserted his associates. The old Union party pre- 
ferred me for my consistency and the democrats hated 
the renegade from their ranks—hence both voted for me. 


Anwapo.uis, Mp. 


To General Ruger. 


Ratrerien, Dec 15, 1865. 


The soldiers in the capitol square are supplying them- 
selves with fuel from the ornamental trees in the square. 
I am not in authority and this communication must not 
be the basis of any action on your part—but entertaining 
no doubt that you would restrict this conduct, if known 
to you, I request that you inquire into it—and make such 
orders as you deem expedient. 
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Governor Worth’s Address to the People. 
State oF Norra Carorina, 
Executive DrparTMent. 
Ratrieu N. C., Dec. 80, 1865. 
To the People of North Carolina: 


I congratulate you on the discontinuance of the Pro- Congratulations on 


457 


end ‘of Provisional 


visional Government in this State, by order of the Presi- Government. 


dent of the United States, and the restoration of Civil 
Government. This announcement has diffused joy through- 
out the State. We are now under laws of our own enact- 
ment. 

In the transition from military to civil government, hap- 
pily for our country, our past history has furnished us 
with no precedents to guide us, and hence you will not 
expect that the whole machinery of the newly organized 
government will be in perfect order at the start; but in 
your joy at the return to the form of government to which 
you have been accustomed, I hope and believe all classes 
will strive to preserve order, the more because all officers 
necessary to enforce the laws have not been appointed. 
The General Assembly will soon convene and finish up 
the work of reorganization. Under existing laws, it is 
believed, that the powers of all officers appointed under 
the authority of the Provisional Government ceased with 
the discontinuance of the Government. 

Where clerks and sheriffs, elected in November last 
under the ordinance of the Convention, have been quali- 
fied, they have power to execute the duties of their offices. 

As no Justices of the Peace were appointed by the Gen- 
eral Assembly, it may happen in some of the Counties, 
that the next term of the County Courts cannot be legally 
held; but where such courts shall be held or other acts 
shall be done by such Provisional officers, their acts will 
probably be validated by an act of the General Assembly. 


The Judges of the Supreme and Superior Courts will pare of neces- 


be qualified without delay, and will hold the Courts at 


action. 


‘ 
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the times prescribed by law; and in the event of the com- 
mission of any high crime, upon proper information there- 
of, they will provide for the apprehension or detention of 
the offenders. 

In the incorporated towns, where the Mayor and other 
officers were appointed by the Provisional Governor, these 
corporations can proceed, under their charter and cor- 
porate laws, to appoint others. In cases where these elec- 
tions cannot be promptly held in strict conformity with 
such charters or laws, the election must be deferred for 
proper legislation; or irregular elections may be held in 
the expectation that such elections will be legalized. 

The ordinance ratified 18th October last, provides that 
in all cases of appointments made by the Provisional Gov- 
ernor, of directors in any corporation, they shall continue 
untill the regular election of its officers. 

The ordinance of the Convention providing for the col- 
lection of Revenue, authorizes the Provisional Sheriffs, to 
carry out the same.—They derive their powers to collect 
these taxes from this ordinance, and their office, as to this 
duty, is not determined by the termination of the proyi- 
sional Government. 

In a short time all these irregularities will be remedied 
by the General Assembly; and in the meantime, I am 
sure you will maintain the enviable reputation of our 
people as to the observance of law and order, and prove 
how groundless is the calumny, that there are still among 
us persons who are disloyal to the Government of the 
United States. 

We did not go voluntarily into the late calamitous re- 
bellion. The action of coterminous States forced us to 
take sides in the strife. We elected to go with our sec- 
tion; and having taken our position, we acted with good 
faith to our associates and bore ourselves gallantly in the 
fight. Being vanquished we submit as becomes a brave 
people. The President, as commander-in chief of the 
military powers of the nation, magnamimously trusts us. 
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I do not believe there is a citizen of the State, who is un- 
worthy of this confidence. 

I confidently rely on your cordial co-operation in rem- 
edying the irregularities which embarrass the beginning 
of my administration. 

JonatHan WorrTH. 
Governor of N. C. 


From C. Pylie. 
Wirxessoro N. C. Jan. ist 1866. 


I have the honor to ask you if you cannot do something Appeal for aid m 
for the citizens of this County. Gen] Sherman in passing 
through here last spring left the country very bear of stock. 
The citizens picked up worn out horses and succeeding in 
raising a part of a crop, barely a sufficiency for the County. 
Most of the horses would have died, if not all, if it had 
not been for the constant care of these good people. Now 
the horses are called for and if taken will leave good men, 
with large dependent families, and no horse and no money | 
to get horses. What will they do. Can you not influ- 
ence his Excellency President Johnson to countermand the 
order calling in the horses and get his answer here by the 
18th. If you will do thus, you will oblige your consti- 
tuents. We look to your excellency for help. 


Wm. H. Bagley to Dr. J. F. P. C. Cohoon. 
Rarerieu, Jan. 6th 1866. 


Your letter to the Governor of the 1st inst. in regard Frovislonal officers 
to the municipal affairs of Elizabeth City, and the reor- Powe 
ganization of its government, has been received: and he 
directs me to say in reply that all the officers, appointed 
by the Provisional Government, cease to have any au- 


thority to act, upon the discontinuance of that Govern- 
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ment. Your town is therefore and will be until the as- 
sembling of the Legislature on the 18th inst. without any 
corporation officers—the Governor of the State possessing 
no power to appoint them. 


EvizaABetu Crry. 


To 05 €,. Cire. 
Rareren, N. C. Jan. 8th 1866. 


I would be traveling out of my duty as Governor to 
undertake to decide that an ordinance of the Convention 
is unconstitutional. Each tax payer must act on his own 
convictions, with or’ without legal advice, and look for his 
remedy, if he feels wronged, to the Judicial Tribunals of 
the State. . I have no right as Governor, even if I enter- 
tained the opinion that an ordinance was unconstitutional, 
to declare it void. This is a power which belongs to the 
Courts. I must regard it as constitutional until the Courts 
shall adjudge otherwise. And I deem it inexpedient for 
me to give any personal opinion of mine on a purely judi- 
cial question. 

With every disposition to oblige you and all others, as 
far as I can do so with propriety, I deem it my duty to 
refer you to the Courts on this matter. 


Rock Crrex, Alamance County. 


To W. A. Caldwell & others. 


Jan. 8 1866. 
Your petition for the appointment of Mr. Trotter as 
Collector for the 2nd ‘District accompanied by the letter 
of C. H. Carpenter has been handed to me this morning. 
Some three or four days ago T was notified that unless 
I immediately recommended somebody for Collector in 
your district, Col. Estes (of Genl Kilpatrick’s staff) would 
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be appointed. I was requested to make a nomination by 
Telegram, and then knowing of no one who wanted the 
position and who could take the test oath excepting Wm. 
H. Thompson of Alamance (a sure and good man I am 
informed) whom I was informed had been recommended 
by Govr. Graham, 8. H. Phillips, and others, I recom- 
mended him. 

I make the most favorable endorsement I can under 
these circumstances. 


GREENSBORO. 


To Wm. A. Albright. 


Jan. 8th 1866. 

Yours of the 1st inst. by some unaccountable delay has 
just reached me. 

I can confer on you no power to issue a marriage license 
or do other official acts—but if you exercise this power I 
do not doubt that the Legislature will approve and validate 
your action. 


GRAHAM. 


To Dr. D. W. C. Benbow. 


Jan. § 1866. 

I have no hesitation in recommending you as every way 
a fit man for Collector in the 2nd U. S. Collection district 
of this State, if you can take the test oath, which, so far 
as I know, you may conscientiously do. Some days ago 
I was requested by B. S. Hedrick by Telegram to recom- 
mend some person immediately, as otherwise a non-resident 
of the State would probably be appointed. I recommended 
Wm. H. Thompson of Alamance, knowing at that time of 
no other suitable man in the district who desired it. 

Whether Mr. Thompson or any other person has been 
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appointed, you are at liberty to use this letter in any way 


‘ you may choose. A petition has also been sent me from 


your place recommending Mr. Trotter, who, I infer from 
the names endorsing him is also a fit man. If my recom- 
mendation was respected I suppose Mr. Thompson, whom 
I believe to be a fit man, has been appointed. 


GREENSBORO. 


To Dr. Powell.* 
Rareieu, Jan. 9th 1866. 


The pressure of my duties gives me time only to say 
that I am truly gratified by the receipt of your late 
friendly letter. The sentiments it expresses are patriotic 
and I concur in all its leading suggestions you make, and 
beg you to accept my thanks. 

I entertain no doubt of your ability to render important 
services to the State and of your ardent desire to be of 
service to all of us. 

At present, as you know, I have no authority to appoint 
an agent for the State at Washington City—and think 
with you the appointment should be made by the Genl. A. 

I have not had notice of my daughter’s appointment 
as P. M. at Mill Grove. The contractor carries a daily 
mail by her house and she keeps a pair of horses for him. 
He stops there to exchange horses. There is no office in 
many miles and the inhabitants are anxiously awaiting 
her appointment. 

None of the pardons granted recently before the elec- 
tion in this State and announced in the news-papers, have 
arrived. People are here after them every day. Will 
they be sent to me soon ? 


Wasnuineton, D. C. 
'Dr. R. J. Powell, a native of North Carolina, had held a position 


in the United States Patent Office. He had been State Agent under 
the Provisional Government. 
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To G. W. Logan.* 
Jan. 9th 1866. 

Yours of the 3rd inst. is received. 

There will be Supr Courts in the spring as formerly, Explaining state of 
unless the General Assembly otherwise order, which I ie ae 
deem very improbable. 

I suppose the judges will ride under the old arrange- 
ment, having heard of no contemplated change. 

As to your general question whether “the State is in 
full and complete operation,” I cannot answer categori- 
cally. I think it not while the Writ of Habeas Corpus 
is suspended. The military, as I understand it, may but 
will not interfere, except in cases where a negro is a 
party. This exception, I presume, will be withdrawn if 
negroes shall be allowed to testify. Martial law still 
prevails but allows the civil law to operate generally. 

In great haste. 


RuTHERFORDTON. 


To Malcolm Pawasend: 


Rareien, Jan. 9th 1866. 
In compliance with your request asking me for my 
autograph with a sentiment, I give you— 
Universal amnesty—and amity among all parts of the 
Federal Union. 
New Yorx Ciry. 


Lo (,.Badipole; 
Rartrienu, N. C. Jan. 9th 1866. 


Yours of the 1st is received. I hope and believe your 
exposition of Northern sentiment is correct. I am sure 


1 George W. Logan, of Rutherford, had been a leading member of 
the Peace Party during the war, and as such had been elected to the 
Confederate Congress. He was elected a Superior Court Judge in 
1868 after becoming a Republican. He was at this time a member of 
he State Convention of 1865-66. 
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universal amity is the general sentiment of the South. L 
pray that the Northern Disunionists, such as Sumner, 
Wilson, Stephens & Co., may not be allowed to chill the 
good feeling seeking to gain the ascendant. 

The pressure of my duties restrain me from a fuller 
response to your interesting letter, for which I sincerely 
thank you. 


New Yorx Crry. 


To William W. Holden. 


Jan. 9th 1866. 


As I know nothing of Wm. P. Fuller or his father or 
Jas. C. Reid who appear to be personally known to you, 
I request that you make such endorsement on their ap- 
plication inclosed as may be some warrant for my action. 

Upon your suggestion I sent for Col. Richardson who 
says he knows nothing of the certificates of election in 
the 3rd. 5th and 6th Congressional Districts last Novr. 

I do not feel warranted in issuing my certificate on 


any other information excepting the official certificates of 
the Sheriffs. 


To Thos. Branch & Sons. 


Rareieu, Jan. 9, 1866. 

Yours of the 5th inst. reed. to-day. 

I think the Genl A. will authorise bonds to be issued 
for outstanding old Coupons but do not believe provision 
can be made this year for paying interest hereafter fall- 
ing due. Our people can’t pay this year more than a 
tax for current State expenses and the U. S. taxes. 

The Internal Improvement bonds to which you refer 
are not repudiated and I hear of no disposition to repudi- 
ate them. 

My respects to yr Senior. 


Prererssure, Va. 
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To Damel R. Goodloe. 
Ratrieu, N. C. Jan. 11 1866. 


I inclose my recommendation of Mr. Pigott,’ as re- 
quested by you and Mr. Hedrick, having the further as- 
surance of Mr. Rumley, of Cartaret, that the appoint- 
ment of Mr. Pigott would be satisfactory. 

Has a collector been appointed in the Greensboro Dis- 
trict—If so, who is he? 

Fearing the Prest. may have imbibed the prejudice 
against me which Mr. Holden has endeavored to instill, 
I have, by the inclosed letter, assured the Prest. that he 
may confide in me as his sincere supporter. I do this. 
because it is true, and because I deem it necessary to en- 
joy the confidence of the Prest., to enable me to be useful 
to our people. Will you deliver the letter ? 


Wasuineton, D.C. 


To B. 8. Gaither.” 
Jan. 12th 1866. 


Your petition for pardon is found in this office and 
this day forwarded with my recommendation that the 
prayer thereof be granted. 


MorcGanton. 


1 Jennings Pigott was a native of North Carolina, who had resided 
in Washington for many years. He returned to the State in 1862 as 
private secretary to Edward Stanly, who had been appointed mili- 
tary Governor of the State. Atan election held by the military goy- 
ernment in December, 1862, he was elected to Congress but was not 
seated. 

2 Burgess S. Gaither, of Burke, had been Clerk of the Superior 
Court, member of the Convention of 1835, Superintendent of the 
Charlotte Mint, State Senator in 1840 and 1844; at the latter session 
he was Speaker. He was Solicitor of the Seventh Judicial District 
for eight years, and during the whole war was a member of the Con_ 
federate Congress. He was a Whig in politics. At this time he was 
practicing law in Morganton. 
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From B. 8S. Hedrick. 
Telegram. 
’ Wasurineton Jan. 12 1866 

No collector has been appointed for the Greensboro Dis- 
trict since the nomination of Lash who declines, Estes’s* 
friends are still pushing him. It is possible that no ap- 
pointment will be made till after the division of the state 
into seven districts. 


From Josiah Turner, Jr. 


Hitissoro Jany 12 1866. 


I am truly glad you did not act upon Moore’s sugges- 
tion and continue the provisional government. : 

It would have been a sad killing blow to Clark, Win- 
ston, Turner and company, in fact I inline to the opinion 
they would have rebelled against your administration if 
you had allowed Holden to remain in office one hour longer 
than was necessary to oust him. 

Your commission was as a member of the 39th Congress 
with all the rights, privileges and immunities conferred 
by the Constitution on members of the House. Now let 
me say Governor I am not likely soon to come to my 
rights and if you should be forced to call out the Militia 
to enforee your commands let me name Holden and Bed- 
ford Brown as Captains to lead the States-rights host. If 
there is any man willing to die for States-rights it ought 
to be Holden or Brown. If there are two men unwilling 
to die, but who should be coerced into Marterdom for 
States-rights it is Holden and Brown. 

The Standard’s last upon Vance is most vilenous and we 
have no editor who properly combats him. 

I am greatly disgusted at Southern laudation of Andy 
Johnson—when he is governing us as Warren Hastens 
governed the East. 


1L. G. Estes. 
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T enclose two dollars [for] Mr. Bagley please hand it to 
him. With good wishes. 


To Willtam A. Graham. 
Rareieu, Jan. 12th/66. 


T am greatly at a loss on some of the graver matters 
which I shall be expected to discuss in my message and 
shall be much obliged to you for any suggestions from you 
on these or other matters. 

First—the negro question. 

I think—per se—that the testimony of negroes ought 
to be heard in a case where a negro is a party. I am not 
sure, but incline to think, the cause of few would be pro- 
moted by allowing their testimony to go to the jury with 
no other instructions than those applying to white wit- 
nesses—and I think policy affirmatively requires that we 
at once remove the restrictions in the first [ word illegible | 
of cases where a negro is offered. 

I have no confidence that the condition of our negroes 
will be elevated by emancipation—but in our present con- 
dition I fear we shall have a Freedman’s Bureau and mil- 
itary rule over us, if we make discrimination—as admit- 
tance in Common Schools. I mean if we educate white 
children at public expense, we will be required to educate 
the negroes in like manner—and your school fund being 
reduced to nothing and our people impoverished, I think 
the Com. School system had better be discouraged, for a 
time, and thus avoid the question as to educating negroes. 

Is it expedient for me to say anything as to the Consti- 
tutional powers of this Govt. to keep up the Freedman’s 
Bureau? If so, I have not enough constitutional learning 
to write currente calamo what ought to be said and ask 
your aid. My duties leave me no leisure. 

Or shall I pass over this whole negro matter, putting it 
on the ground that an able commission having it in charge, 
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by order of the Genl. A. and Convention, it would be ob- 
strusive for me to present my views. 
Relating to State My next great difficulty is the State debt—the old debt— 

When the due coupons are funded it will require about 
$900,000. a year to pay the interest and say $200,000. to 
pay other expenses. This will be about double what we 
ever paid before the war when our property was worth 
three times as much as it is now. We have this year to 
pay a land and Internal tax to the U. §., of the amount of 
which I am ignorant—but I suppose more than $1,000,000. 
With little to raise money, no Banks, and deranged labor, 
I regard it as out of the question to raise any thing this 
year with which to pay interest. What then is to become 
of the coupons falling due this year? Nothing better an- 
swers the question than selling new bonds at par, thus for 
the holders to take these bonds, if they will not bring par, 
—or to hold on to his coupons—And as to the ultimate 
provision for payment, wait for the development of the 
future. 

K. P. Battle has a plan of starting a National Bank, to 
which the Bk of N. C. should subscribe its means and pay 
out its annual profits to the creditors of the present Bank. 
I incline to favor his scheme. 

With these general hints before you I shall be obliged 


to you for any advise you may feel willing to give. 


From B. 8. Hedrick. 
WasuineTon, D. C. Jan. 12, 1866. 


I received this morning your dispatch asking whether a 
Collector had been appointed in the (2nd) Greensborough 
district of N. C. and answered at once that no appoint- 
ment had been made. The facts are these. Just before 
the meeting of Congress Mr. I. G. Lash of Salem was 
nominated by the President for Collector. As this nom- 
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ination was before the assembling of Congress Mr. Lash 
might have given his bonds and gone to work without wait- 
ing a confirmation by the Senate. I urged Mr. Lash to do 
this. But Forsythe County is now in Helpers district. 
But it would have been easy for Mr. Lash in name to 
change his residence to Greensborough for the time, and 
when the new districts are formed Greensborough and 
Forysthe would have been in the same district. But Lash 
refused to yield to the reasonable request and insisted on 
the district being changed, which could not be done with- 
out upsetting all the appointments already made. 

When I returned I found that a Col. Estes of Maine 
had gone to Holden and got a recommendation to be ap- 
pointed in the “2nd District”. I went to the Sec. of the 
Treasury and protested against the appointment of a man 
from another State and then wrote to you. When I re 
ceived your dispatch recommending Mr. Wm. H. Thomp- 
son of Alamance I took it to the Com. of Int. Revenue 
who laid it before the Sec. of the Treasury. Thereupon 
Mr. Thompson was nominated and the nomination sent to 
the President. Estes’ friends, including Senator Fessen- 
den and Morrell of Maine with a number of influential 
men went to the President and had the nomination 
stopped and there it is now. I fear there is no way of 
preventing Estes’ appointment. In the Int. Rev. Bureau 
they are now in favor of redistricting the State, making 
7 districts and giving the 2nd (Newbern and Wilming- 
ton) to Estes. There are several good loyal men in that 
district who would be glad to take the place. But it looks 
as if the citizens would be overborne by the Maine in- 
fluence here with Holden’s backing. 

I think it would be well for you to make out recom 
mendations for such men as you prefer in the several Con- 
gressional districts and send them to me at once. Be 
sure to recommend no one who cannot take the oath. It is 
possible that Dr. C. W. Woollen will be the best man to 
beat Estes with in the 2nd Congyessional dist. 
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I will try and see the President soon, and find what can 
be done. Matters look quite blue just now. 


From B. 8. Hedrick. 
Wasurneton, D. C. Jan. 13, 1866. 


Col. Estes has recommendations from Holden, Leach, 
and many other North Carolinians. Besides he has Sena- 
tor Fessenden chairman of the Finance Committee to 
back. him, with nearly all New England besides. I do 
not see that there will be any use in opposing him further, 
as Fessenden is bent on his appointment. It may be that 
as a sort of a compromise the State will be divided into 
seven districts. Of the persons recommended who can 
take the oath I think the inclosed list will be most accept- 
able or least objectionable to North Carolinians here. 
They are all natives except Estes and Piermont. What 
do you think of the lst? The friends of Andrew Jack- 
son Jones of Bladen (I believe) press him instead of Wm. 
Worth for the Fayetteville district. Wm. H. Thompson is 
the only one that I ask as a personal favor. I do not 
know Wm. B. Reid, but he is said to be a young man of 
intelligence now living in Raleigh. His mother is Mrs. 
Reid of Raleigh. The men put down for the 7th or 
Mountain district were named by Mr. Jones, the member 
of Congress elect. I send you the list as it seems likely 
to be made up. If you would wish any material altera- 
tions made please say so. I think it important that the 
places should be filled without saying much about it, for 
if it is once known that there are to be a few new places 
every Northern Member of Congress will be demanding 
it for some friend of his. 


The appointments will hardly be made before Tuesday 
NeXt. 
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From D. F. Caldwell. 
GREENSBORO Jan. 14 1866 


Since the Convention adjourned I have received letters 
from the most influential sources pressing me to write the 
communication enclosed. I wish you to have it published 
as corrected in the Sentinel. Mind my prediction, if five 
millions of new bonds are issued to pay the couponds now 
due on the old bonds and for other purposes the whole 
debt of the State will be repudiated. So thoroughly satis- 
fied are the old bond holders of this fact in this section 
that I know of no one but is in favor of my plan and 
seems to now jump at the chance to exchange these bonds 
for concilitory notes of this kind I have proposed to have 
issued. It might be best as has been suggested to my 
mind, in view of one decision on the Supreme Court of 
the United States to call on the bond holders to deposit 
their bonds for ten years in the public treasury and issue 
to them certificates of deposit somewhat in this form— 
This is to certify that John Smith has deposited with the 
Public Treasury ten dollars which will be paid to the 
bearer at his option within ten years and to bear one per 
cent per annum until then. The bonds deposited thus for 
credit resources and all else to be pledged for their redemp- 
tion at the end of ten years. This would give us a good cur- 
renecy, which we must have and would enable the State 
by selling our R. R. stock to reduce our debt to a small 
sum if the proper taxes were collected. In the name of 
the people of the State—our credit and prosperity—I call 
upon you to immortalize your administration by aiding 
this Legislature to adopt a financial system that will re- 
lieve laboring and down-trodden humanity and difuse 
new life and vigor into all the diversified interests of so- 
ciety. Bankers, Banks and Stockholders have long enough 
controled and dictated the policy of the State—now if 
ever is the time for relief and reform. Tyson H. Lind- 
say and every banker I have seen says I have hit the nail 
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on the head. A gentleman of the finest financial ability 
sent me word that he should soon back up what I have 
said in the Patriot. Another will soon make a proposi- 
tion to the legislature which I think will not vary much 
from what I have written. He favors the depositing of 
the bonds as I have and issuing certificates all the out- 
standing circulating certificates to be redeemed at the end 
of 10 years by the issue of six per cent new cupon bonds, 
etc. This is to give more credit and to meet some fine spun 
constitutional objections, which may be well enough. If 
you make any recommendation to this Legislature I would 
advise this plan—You will find-it safe and popular and 
highly beneficial and if it serves not I had rather be right 
that Governor of N. C.—I desire to see a new order of 
things begin in N C under your administration. The 
people like a bold and independent man one that is honest 
and is willing to do and dare for them and the State. I 
room to say no more—But pray God to bless inspire and 
direct you during your administration and make you a 
blessing to us all. 


From B. 8S. Hedrick. 
Wasuineton, D. C. Jan. 6, 1866 


I received your dispatch recommending Mr. Sol Pool, 
and I will put him down for the assessor in the Raleigh 
Dist. If you think it all right I will put A. J. Jones of 
Columbus for assessor in the 3rd or Fayetteville Dist. 

With those changes I think it would be best to let the 
rest of the nominations stand as I proposed in my letter 
of Saturday last. I have seen Gen. Estes and have agreed 
to withdraw ell opposition to him. He said he had al- 
ready determined to identify himself with N. C. and as 
Holden and Pool and Crews with others have already en- 
dorsed him, I do not believe it was well to oppose him 
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further. If we can get all the rest of the nominations 
for North Carolina and get them confirmed we will do 
well. Every Northern Congressman will be pushing his 
particular friend unless the places are filled soon. Today 
I feel a little alarmed about Starbuck’s confirmation. 
Holden with his fiendish malignity tried hard to get Star- 
buck’s name withdrawn by the President but did not suc- 
ceed. He may now try his hand on the Senate on the 
ground that Starbuck is in favor of paying the rebel war 
debt. I will try and see some of the Senators at once. 
Goodloe is confirmed as Marshal. He yesterday handed 
your letter to the President. Judge Brooks is here. 

It is probable that an agent of the Treasury Dept. will 
call on you in a few days about the nominations to be 
made of Internal Revenue officers. As I said before, it 
will be well to have the appointments made as soon as 
possible, and best to have them all on one list. The ap- 
pointment of Asst. Assessors must then be looked to. 

I find that Calvin J. Cowles of Wilkes is the man that 
Holden tried to put in the place of S. H. Wiley, and he 
put a man named Nowell of Chowan for Collectorship of 
the 1st Dist. in place of Col. E. W. Jones. 

A. J. Jones is Holden’s nomination for the 3rd. He 
can take the oath and is said to be a very worthy man. 
Not one of the new men recommended by Holden can take 
the oath. Wm. M. Powell who is on my list for Collector 
of the Raleigh Dist. lives in Warren County and is 
strongly recommended by Mr. Goodlie. Powell is good 
to be the only man of influence in Warren County that 
was Union throughout. He can take the oath. 


473 


474 


Regarding saying 
of stock. 


Nortu CaRroLina HisToriIcaL CoMMISSION. 


From D. H. Starbuck. 
Satem, Jany. 16, 1566. 


Our people are much gratified to learn from the papers 
that you are taking steps to prevent them from having 
wrestled from them stock which was abandoned by the 
union forces, and which have been recruited and fattened 
up by our people. When General Stoneman’s forces 
passed through this section along their whole route for 
miles wide took every servicable horse that could be found 
often leaving broken down stock in their stead which have 
been by good nursing and feeding recruited up by our 
people so as to very well answer their necessities on their 
farms, ete. Now there are persons professing to be act- 
ing under authority of Genl. Ruger or his subordinates 
gathering up all these horses about here and taking them 
to Lexington to be sold. They took a few days since from 
our friend Genl. Joseph F. Poindexter two of these horses 
which had been left with him and recruited: this when 
Stoneman’s men had taken last April from him 3 valuable 
ones and large amounts of bacon, corn, and done him be- 
sides considerable damage to property. This is all wrong: 
and it seems to me it might be remedied so as to do justice 
to the Government and the citizens by the Government ap- 
pointing a commission to visit each county and pass on 
the claims of all citizens for their losses of property by the 
Union forces and to investigate their claims to abandoned 
Union stock and decide according to justice and equity be- 
tween them, and where a balance is found due the Gov- 
ernment from the citizens so award it, and where a bal- 
ance is found due any loyal citizen so award it and give 
a certificate accordingly. While you have this matter un- 
der investigation I wish you would submit a proposition 
of this character to the United States authorities. I think 
a citizen should be required to establish his loyalty to the 
Government, for no loyal man should be taxed to make up 
losses sustained by secessionists who involved the country 
in war and brought the injury on their own heads. 


CoRRESPONDENCE OF JONATHAN WortTu. 


[P. S.]—Also citizens were often induced to swap 
horses to the Union troops by force of persuasion that 
they were getting a good title. In all such cases where the 
citizens have given a consideration for the Union stock 
he ought to be protected. 


From 2). Ef Starbuck. 
Satem, Jany. 16, 1866. 

If you have not already noticed it, I beg leave to call 
your attention to an act of Congress passed in April 1862 
granting to each State thirty thousand acres of land for 
each and every senator and representative in Congress 
but providing that no state while in rebellion should be 
entitled to it; being for the purpose of establishing 
a College to encourage the Agricultural & Mechanical 
arts. This act required each State to accept the grant 
within two years from the date of its passage. In July 
1864 Congress extended the provisions of this act to any 
State that might thereafter signify their acceptance of 
this law by their Legislatures. Therefore it is becom- 
ing vastly important that this Legislature should accept 
this act and secure thereby 270,000 acres of land to our 
State, for if it is delayed until after July we lose it. Also 
it ought to provide for your Excellency to appoint a Com- 
mission to locate this land. 

I hope you will urge this matter to the consideration of 
the Legislature. I have named it to Dr. Wheeler of the 
House of Commons and requested him to call the atten- 
tion of the Legislature to the matter and I promised him 
that I would draw up a Bill for the case, but it will come 
with more weight if recommended by your Excellency. 
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From Burgess S. Gaither. 


Morcanton, January 17th 1866. 


I have the pleasure to acknowledge the receipt of your 
note of the 12th instant, informing me, that you found my 
petition for pardon in the Executive Office, which you 
had forwarded to the President, with your recommenda- 
tion that the prayer thereof be granted. I am very greatly 
obliged to you for your kindness and fully appreciate 
the favor you have conferred on me. 

I was greatly surprised to hear that my petition had 
not been forwarded by Gov. Holden, and was under the 
impression that. my application had been filed long since 
and was with the superior courts at Washington and am 
really gratified that Gov. Holden did not consider my ap- 
plication worthy of his notice. He and myself entertain of 
each other similar opinions, and any contempt which he 
can possibly entertain for me, is more than reciprocated 
on my part. I enclosed my application for pardon to Mr. 
Caldwell while he was in Raleigh, last August, acting as 
one of Holden’s aids, with the request, that he would 
present the same to Holden for his endorsement, and in 
ease he did not recommend it, to enclose it back to me. In 
our course of mail, the petition was returned to me with- 
out endorsement, in a letter from Mr. Caldwell, inform- 
ing me that Holden could not recommend it. I put my- 
self to no further trouble in the matter, until the Western . 
members of the Convention were passing through this 
place on their way to Raleigh, some of them enquired if I 
had obtained my pardon and I gave them the information 
of Holden’s conduct. Some of them insisted that I should 
send it back and I gave it again to Mr. Caldwell, and 
I understood from some of the members of the Conven- 
tion on their return, that ten or fifteen of them had joined 
in a written communication to Holden enjoining him to 
recommend my application. Since which time I have 
heard nothing, until I received your note. I had written 
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to no one upon the subject, either at Raleigh or Wash- 
ington or elsewhere and was quietly waiting the result, 
with no great anxiety in the matter. I have lost every- 
thing by the war, have nothing to confiscate, and if it is 
thought necessary to prosecute me for treason and hand 
me, I do not know that it is a matter of much importance 
to me or the public, in the present state of the country. 

Permit me to congratulate yourself and the country 
upon your suecess in the recent election, and assure you 
that you have no friends in the State who feels a deeper 
interest in your administration of public affairs, or who 
will give you a more decided support and confidence. 


To B. 8. Hedrick. 
Razeten, N. C. Jan. 17/66 


Yes—I protest against the nomination of any non- 
residents. J can nominate men who live in the State who 
ean take the oath. 


Wasuinerton, D. C. 


From B. 8. Hedrick. 
Wasuineton, D. C. Jan. 17, 1866. 


I have just received your dispatch saying that you 
“protest against the appointment of non-residents”. None 
of the names on my list were non-residents, and only two 
were natives of other States. Gen. L. G. Estes states that 
he has been a resident citizen of N.C. for the last 7 
months; that he has purchased property there and in- 
tends to make North Carolina his home. Dr. Piermont 
is a native of Virginia but has long lived in Elizabeth 
City. I did not prefer him, but as he has b2en appointed 
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since Holden was Gov. I thought best to leave him, un- 
less the citizens of the 1st Dist. objected to him. 

As you are aware, Estes was not my first choice. But 
I sincerely believe that it is for the interest of the State 
and of your administration that under the circumstances 
he should be appointed. Mr. Thompson’s nomination 
with your endorsement was sent to the Senate last week, 
but was withdrawn on the remonstrance of Senator Fes- 
senden who insists that Estes is a citizen of N. C. and 
must have the place, yours and my recommendation to 
the contrary notwithstanding. I wish I could tell you 
how matters are here. Holden has still power to deform 
you and the State. He with many others have pressed 
Estes’s nomination. With all the N. C. nominations be- 
fore the Senate is it well to provoke an issue just: now ? 
Would it not be better to yield the point, especially as 
Estes seems really to be a resident ? 

All the other new names on the lst are worthy men, 
natives of the State, who will in all things have the greatest 
sympathy with our people. 

I understand a special messenger from the Treasury 
Dept. has gone to Raleigh to consult you. He will ex- 
plain matters as they relate to the Treasury and the Presi- 
dent. I do not know whether the matter of the Senators 
will be referred to. 

I have put down Prof. Sol Pool for Assessor in the 4th 
Dist. and A. J. Jones for the 38rd Dist. Dr. C. W. Wool- 
len is now Asst. Assessor in the present (old) 2nd Dist. 
and knows something of the work. Mr. Wm. Powell lives 
near Warrenton. 

I fear very much that your dispatch: today will pro- 
duce serious trouble. If Holden had been an honest man 
the whole matter would have been settled long ago. 

Some orders have been issued on the “horse question” 
which I hope you received. 
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From B. 8. Hedrick. 
Wasuineron, D. C. Jan. 28, 1866. 


I received on the 21st yours of the 18th inst. and have 
tried to see the Attorney General in regard to the matter 
of pardons, but so far without success. But will try again 
tomorrow. I would however say that I know that the 
President is reluctant to issue pardons just now, mainly 
for the reason that there are other very important’ mat- 
ters pressing upon him and it is not well to ask him to 
do more just now in the way of pardons until Congress 
shall give some expression of opinion in regard to what 
has been done. I would say to the pardon seekers that 
it would be best to wait a litte while. There is no dis- 
position to put them on trial or hang them, and the Presi- 
dent has so clearly indicated his policy im’ regard to the 
South, that it seems to me that no one can doubt his desire 
to restore peace and harmony with as little harshness as 
possible. And in Congress while there are many that mani- 
fest a degree of savage ferocity which is well calculated 
to alarm the whole country, still I think there are even 
among the Radicals many who only desires that the South 
shall have peace on a sure basis. If I believed that the 
overwhelming radical vote in Congress was given by those 
bent on ruining the South, I would indeed despair. But 
something must be done to make the better part of the 
radicals vote with the real national party that is yet to 
grow up. I hope a few months will indicate how this is 
to be done. In the meantime the so-called friends of 
the South, the copper-heads, will lose no opportunity to 
drive all sorts of Republicans into what is called the ex- 
treme radical wing. 

Yesterday Geo. W. Brooks of Pasquotank was con- 
firmed by the Senate as U. S. Dist. Judge for N. C. and 
D. H. Starbuck as U. S. Dist. Attorney D. R. Goodloe 
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was confirmed a few days ago as Marshal. So the U. S. 
Dist. Courts in N. C. are now duly organized. I think 
N. C. is the first State since the collapse of the rebellion 
to reestablish the U. S. Courts. All the principal officers 
are natives of the State. 

Nothing positive has been done about the appointment 
of the Internal Revenue officers. Last week the Secretary 
of the Treasury sent an inspector to N. C. to visit the 
offices already open and he was directed to call to see you 
on his way, and report. It is expected that his report 
would have reached here ere this. I hope he will bring 
word that the list, substantially as handed in, is approved 
as a whole. I understand that A. J. Jones declines the 
place of Assessor in the 3rd Dist. According to the origi- 
nal agreement in case Jones declined, then Wm. Worth, 
who is now Assist. assessor at Fayetteville was to have 
the place. A young man, Pendleton King has written 
that he has applied to you for a recommendation for that 
place. King would make a good officer, but I do not know 
that he is any better than Wm. Worth. They are both 
unobjectionable, and I think both about equally deserving. 
I hope your report by the Inspector will be received soon 
for every days’ delay will make it more difficult to se 
cure the appointment of as good a list as that now before 
the Secretary. 

I have carefully read your message to the legislature 
and most heartily approve it. The only part that can be 
objected to at the North will be that relating to the Freed- 
men’s Bureau. I believe there is but little of N. C. that 
could not deal justly by all classes of citizens as soon as 
the Courts are established, but still there is some uncer- 
tainty in the matter. And very great uncertainty in re- 
gard to other Southern States. Congress will not discrim- 
inate between the several Southern State lately in revolt. 
It is quite probable that Trumbull’s bill will pass both 
houses of Congress very soon. I have not had time to | 
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As the South must have the Freedman’s Bureau 
in some shape, it has already seemed to me the best plan 
to make the commissioners partly local, so as to give them 
a chance for more intelligent action, and to act as a check 
on abuses. 


read it. 


Now everything depends upon the character 
of the particular individual who happens to be sent to a 
neighborhood. 

Nominations for Collectors and Assessors as sent to the 
Secretary of the Treasury. 


1st Dist. E. W. Jones (appointed) Collector 
aie $ R. Piermont (appointed) Assessor 
CS Amana L. G. Estes Collector 
“s ES Jenning Pigott Assessor 
Br = Chas. W. Woollen Collector 
s 5 Wm. Worth Assessor 
4th “ Wm. M. Powell Collector 
= f Solomon Pool Assessor 
LS eae Wm. H. Thompson Collector 
oh a Jesse Wheeler (appointed) Assessor 
6th?) * Sam H. Wiley (appointed) Collector 
“3 H. H. Helper (appointed) Assessor 
ee John B. Weaver Collector 
if e Wm. W. Andern Assessor 


From William A. Graham. 


Hitissoro, Jan. 26th 1866. 
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the United States is about to send a clerk of the Treasury 
department to Raleigh on business, and choses to ad- 
vertise his advent as such, there is no objection. But 
if he has no authority as State Agent, and I presume he 
has none, there is an arrogant assumption in gazctting 
him by that title, which the press of the State ought to 
correct. 

Your message is, I think, very well received at home. 
I take no paper abroad but the National Intelligencer, 
which has only a negative kind of notice. JI fear the 
Bureau of Freedmen is to be fastened upon us for some 
time: and if so, there can be but little security to the 
white men in any asserted rights. Thefts are of daily 
and nightly occurrence in this vicinity, and negroes with 
arms are traversing the country under pretence of hunt- 
ing but really for stealing. The Legislature might change 
the law of homicide, so as to excuse whenever there is 
a trespass on the curtilage in the night time with intent 
to steal. Indeed the attempt to commit crime ought in 
all cases to be indictable and punishable. 

I hear nothing from Washington except what is con- 
tained in the papers. The temper of Congress is not 
more favorable to justice to the Southern States since the 
recess of Congress than it was before. But the discus- 
sions: if they are published at the North will, I think be 
favorable to us. The speech of Rev. G. Johnson, which 
has been sent me in pamphlet, and of Doolittle against 
treating the States as conquered provinces, must have ef- 
fect where any sense of truth remains. 

I may visit Raleigh in the course of next week. 


To General Ruger. 


Jan. 27th 1866. 
I inclose extract from a letter from A. Mitchell, one 
of the Circuit judges of the State to Judge Fowle of this 
City. 
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I especially call your attention to it and wish to know 
whether if the facts be as cited, you will deem it your 
duty to have the matter investigated. 

I learn that one of the parties released from the prison 
is a terror to the orderly citizens of that part of the State. 
I get this information from Judge Fowle. 


Enclosure. 


(Eatract from a letter to Judge Mitchell from Judg 
Fowle.) 


SraresviLiy, Jan. 25th 1866. 

“A detail of U. S. soldiers from Salisbury under com- 
mand of Q. M. Sergeant assigned to the duty getting up 
Government stock in the surrounding country, on Sabbath 
evening last, constrained the jailer (as he alleges) to sur- 
render to them his key and they released the prisoners 
committed by you, Cook and Blackwell, and escorted 
them out of town, and they made their escape and they 
remain at large. JI cannot say their commander was 
privy to it but by some it is said he was inclined to ex- 
tenuate the outrage. A representation of the transaction 
has been made to Genl. Packard, Commandant at Salis- 
bury, but he has given us no response—Such an act nat- 
urally causes irritation and tends to paralyze the influence 
of the Judicial administration.” 


From B. 8. Hedrick. 


Wasuineaton, D. C. Jan. 27th, 1866. 

I have just seen the Attorney General in reference to 
the 300 applications for pardon” mentioned in your let- 
ter of the 18th inst. He directed his clerk to make out 
pardon papers for the whole of them, and said he would 
sion them. They will then go at once to the President 
and be signed I presume. They must not be published. 
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I have just seen the list of Collectors and Assessors as 
you finally sent it in. I feel a good deal mortified that 
Wm. H. Thompson could not have the place of Collector 
for the 5th Dist. I have worked so hard and so long to 
get it for him that it is too hard now to fail. He would 
have had it last October, but Holden out of spite to me 
kept him out of it. I thought that now you had recom- 
mended it, that it was to be considered good. I do not 
know what influence Lash may have had to embitter him 
to over-ride Thompson. But this I know. If Mr Lash 
had only accepted the nomination tendered to him just 
before the meeting of Congress, we should never have got 
into the Estes business. I begged Lash to accept the 
place, just to have the matter settled. But he would do 
nothing. The fact is Lash eares little about the place, 
as he is a man of wealth, an old batchelor, and can do 
much better for himself and the State by taking care of 
the Banking System for the State. But what is done is 
done. I understand the list as sent in will go to the Sen- 
ate on Monday. It is very important that it go through 
as soon as possible, for every day there is some new ap- 
plicant turning up for one of the places, some outsider. 
There is a fellow here named Steadman, formerly of New 
York, late of Beaufort who thinks he is entitled to some- 
thing. From sources worthy of the highest credit I learn 
that he is a good deal of an imposter, and has been bor- 
rowing money from nearly everybody about Beaufort. 

I suppose Sol. Pool does not want the place, as Mr. 
Harrison is put in the place for what you formerly nomi- 
nated him. 

I see that old Powell telegraphed from this city on 
the 24th inst. that he was still “State Agent”. He and 
some others started the story here soon after Holden was 
relieved that Holden was to have all the patronage of the 
office of Goy. and on that condition you were permitted 
to go into office. 
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From D. F. Caldwell. 


GreEensporo N. C. Jan. 27th 1866. 

As I feel unusually solicitious for the success of your 
administration I trust you will pardon me for troubling 
you again with my views on an financial policy. There 
is unusual anxiety and solicitude throughout this section 
of the State I give it as my decided opinion that if the 
legislature funds the bank interest on the old bonds of 
the State, as provides for the payment thereafter as Gov. 
Graham’s (Berry’s) bill provides; or attempts to have a 
desire to pay it, very few who vote for these, any one of 
these measures well considered worthy of the confidence 
of their constituents hereafter. This repeal or modifica- 
tion of our usuary laws will be still more distasteful to 
a large majority of our people. Honestly believing that 
the above is a correct statement of public sentiment among 
influential as well as the more humble in life I do hope 
for your sake if nothing else. Your friends will delib- 
erate long and well before they are prevailed upon to 
adopt any of these measures. I can name many of the 
old bond holders who think with me that if such a course 
of policy is adopted repudiation will of necessity follow 
—why not pass a bill.to sell out all the State’s stock for 
these bonds as you recommended. This measure is ex- 
ceedingly popular with the people. I have, in fact, heard 
but one man oppose it and he was Thomas Fuller the for- 
mer President of the N. C. Rail Road. Then get the legisla- 
ture request all the other bond-holders to deposit the re- 
mainder of the old bonds with him and issue to the holders 
thereof certificates of deposit for the same redeemable and 
fundable in new coupon bonds bearing six per cent in- 
terest payable in Raleigh in 5, 7 or 10 years as may be 
thought best. The bonds ought not to be exemp from tax- 
ation when reissued (I mean the six per cent coupond 
bonds). These certifficates should be made redeemable for 
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all publie dues and all other demands that may be made 
on the State and county treasuries. Let the holders of 
these certifficates have the power and authority to loan 
them at seven per cent per annum. If this is done we will 
soon have currency a plenty but not too much. Then let a 
good and judicious tax be levied and collected gradually 
increasing at every year and thus reduce the indebtedness 
of the State. If the certifficates depreciate in value let 
the tax be increased in proportion. And my word! every 
bond holder will get nearer par value for his bonds by 
this plan than any other. I have little faith in the Na- 
tional Bank and currency. This Finances are likely in my 
opinion, with other fillabusters to get us in a foreign war 
if so good bye to National Bank and Greenbacks. I have 
and I think all reasonable men would soon have greater 
confidence in our Treasury Certifficates than on the old 
bonds—deposited—though for safety they should be de- 
stroyed—and this faith and credit of the States than any 
paper currency that has been put in circulation in the 
State since it has been organized. For this single reason 
it rests on a better and more reliable basis as I can dem- 
onstrate to the satisfaction of any reasonable intelligent 
mind in the State I press this matter upon your consid- 
eration from the purest and best of motives. I under- 
stand Jesse H. Lindsay is going down to night. There 
is litterally no money in the country. This Legislature 
will be compelled to give us some sort of paper Why not 
adopt the measure proposed it will not be obligatory on 
any one to comply with the terms proposed. If any of 
them can provise. to get pay for their bonds on the in- 
terest due on them more certainly or at an earlier day I 
have no objection. 
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To Wm. Foy. 


Raretau, Jan. 29th 1866. 


Immediately upon the receipt of your letter of the 20th 
inst. I communicated a copy of it to Genl. Ruger, solicit- 
ing his aid in remedying the grievences to which you call 
attention. As the State is not permitted to arm _ its 
militia, I feared our embryo civil authorities would be 
unable to suppress the armed robbery you describe. 

I inclose a copy of my answer which would have been 
sent sooner but for pressure of urgent business. 

New Bern. 


From B.S. Hedrick to Kemp P. Battle. 


Wasuineron, D. C. 
Jan. 29, 1866. 


Inclosed please find a letter for the Governor, which 
please read and lay before him as soon as convenient. If 
the Gov. should substitute Thompson for Lash please tel- 
egraph me. I shall not delay the appointment on account, 
of the change for I think it very important that the ap- 
pointment be made with as little delay as possible. 

We are all well. I have not yet had time to pack up and 
send the Finance Reports, but will do so soon. I have 
spent so much time of late over N. C. matters that I am 
behind with my office work. Did you see the Progress 
of the 26th in regard to Powell? 


1 Kemp P. Battle was at this time Public Treasurer. His previous 
public service had been as a member of the Convention of 1861. 
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From Geo. Stronach. 
Moreneap Crry Jan 29th 1866. 


At the request of the firm (Henshaw and Thorburn) 
with which I am at present connected, and other firms of 
this place, I respectfully ask your views on the follow- 
ing, viz 

Whether or not Merchants who have been transacting 
business during the war, in the State of North Carolina, 
and who have been paying the tax required to the U. S. 
Govrmt. for Mdse recd (prior to the end of the war) will 
be required to pay the same tax again under the “Tax 
Bill” passed by the Convention. 

It is a matter of much importance to Merchants who 
have been located here for 2 or 3 Years and they would 
like very much to hear your views on the subject. 

The net amt of Tax (Rev. & Gov) paid by our firm to 
the Govmt of the U. S. prior to the end of the war was 
over $1000 and they consider it very unjust for them to 
be compelled to pay the same again. Many other Mer- 
chants are similarly situated. 

Hoping that you will favor us with your views. 


To Lewis Hanes. 


Jan 29 1866. 

No return can be found in this office of the Congres- 
sional election in the 3rd 5th and 6th Congressional Dis- 
tricts. Consequently I have no basis on which to rest 
a certificate of election verified by the great seal of the 
State. 

I have called on Goy. Holden by a written note ap- 
praising him of this fact. He replies, offering no explana- 
ticn as to the absence of official evidence, but giving his 
opinion that I may well give the official certificate, be- 
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cause it is notorious that Fuller and Walkup are elected 
—and that Col. Brown admits that you are elected. This 
opinion seems to me to be absurd. 

I am not aware of any precedent for a case where the 
official certificate of the Sheriffs is wanting. It seems to 
me that I might be warranted, in the absence of the best 
evidence in resting my certificate on the next best evi- 
dence, and the next best evidence I think would be the 
certificate, under seal, of the Clerks of the several County 
Court Clerks, showing the vote of his County for Con- 
gress. 

I submit this state of facts and suggestions for your 
ecnsideration. 


To General Ruger. 


Rarzien, Jan. 30th 1866. 

Yours of this date covering copy of a communication 
to me of the 26th inst. the original of which has not come 
to my hands, is before me. You say “orders were given 
through Headquarters District of Newbern to the Sheriff 
of Craven County restraining the collection of taxes on 
business done by the following named persons under per- 
mits granted by the United States Treasury Department, 
and for which they paid the required tax to the Treasury 
Department until its legality can be determined by the 
proper legal tribunal. 


A. G. Craven Philo Z. Malloy 
Evernon & Co Taylor & Wheaton 

T. S. Stale Fisher & Hascall” 
Taylor & Daniels Garrelson & Vanveruck 


The fact that a citizen has paid to the United States any 
tax imposed for the support of that Government has 
not been regarded as relieving him from paying a tax on 
the same subjects, for the support of the State Government, 
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and I do not deem it expedient to discuss the constitution- 
ality of our Revenue law; and I regard it as important 
that the anomolous relations now existing between the 
United States and this State be as well defined as possible. 

As you have arrested the collection of this tax, I of 
course assume that you have examined the ordinance em- 
powering it which requires that the Sheriff shall have. 
collected, paid into the State Treasury and completed 
their duties under said ordinance on or before the 1st 
day of February 1866. 

Your order arresting the collection was not reported to 
me till yesterday except in the indirect way of a telegram 
from the Sheriff of Craven. 

I am not now informed whether the order restraining 
the collection contains instructions protecting the State 


in ease the “proper tribunal” shall decide that the tax is 


lawfully imposed, whereby the tax payer on his property 
shall be forthcoming—nor am I furnished with a copy of 
the ex parte statement of facts on which your order rests. 

Your order, as I conceive has deprived our State Court 
of jurisdiction, the only provisions in the ordinance for 
enforcing the payment of tax, being rendered nugatory 
by the order having issued just as the time was expiring 
when the powers of the Sheriff cease,—I am at a loss there- 
fore to know to what tribunal you refer as the “proper 
legal tribunal”, your action has deprived the State of 
the only remedy provided for enforcing the payment of 
the tax. I learn however that an amendment to the ordi- 
nance has been prepared within a few days extending the 
time of collection to 20th of February 1866. So that 
if you would now make by your order the matter might 
yet be brought before our Courts. 

I admit that the remedy of the tax-payer ought to be 
more expeditious, but I trust the interference with the 
civil government is not to rest on the opinion of the Gen- 
eral who may at the time have Military command whether 
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a law be constitutional, or unconstitutional, or the remedy 
proposed an adequate or an inadequate one. 

I learn that all of the parties who have obtained these 
restraining orders have recently settled in the State while 
those who have long resided in Newbern have paid their 
taxes. I proposed to-day to the General Assembly a sum- 
mary trial on cases agreed, in the Supreme Court for the 
purpose of getting a decision on the constitutionality of 
this ordinance from which decision either party, may 
appeal to the Supreme Court of the United States. 


To B. 8. Hedrick. 
Rareieu, Jan. 30th ’66. 


I regret with you the substitution of Lash for Thomp- 
son—and Harrison for Pool. I could not have acted 
otherwise than I did (the assembly being here) without 
much criticism and censure. It was the right course. 

Not a pardon shall be published which passes through 
my hands—and the plan I have suggested will strengthen 
the President’s popularity here, without prejudicing him 
anywhere. 

Dr. Powell has not been re-appointed State agent by 
me—and if there has been any understanding as to his 
patronage, I am not a party to it. I have requested the 
Sentinel to correct the impression, made in the telegram 
that he is agent for the State. If Holden has reserved 
any patronage on leaving his position as Prov. Govr. I am 
neither a party nor privy to it. In haste. 


[P. S.]—I earnestly hope the pardons will come. 
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To Mr. Yates.* 


I have recd a communication from yourself and the 
soldiers in service of the United States, from the counties 
of Randolph, Guilford, Davidson, Yadkin, Sampson, Cra- 
ven and Forsythe in which you congratulate me on my 
election as Gov. of North Carolina, and expressing your 
hope that thorough Union may soon be restored and each 
of you allowed to return to peaceful homes. 

I am one of those who always believed that extremists 
North and South had driven the better portion of the na- 
tion into unwise strife. The extremists of the South, 
with whom I never had sympathy, are conquered and gen- 
erally ready to become loyal citizens. The triumphant ex- 
tremists and disunionists of the North are more potent 
and more intent on domination than ever. If peace— 
and quiet—and prosperity are to return extremists must 
cease to govern. The brave men who have periled their 
lives on either side of the terrible strife, have generally 
magnaminity and respect for each other and I hope will 
place themselves as a break-water between the mad ele- 
ments which still threaten stability of government. 

Let us all now seek by some concession a forebearance 
toward each other to restore the amity and concord between 
the parts of our great country in which alone the happi- 
ness of the greatest number is to be attained. 

With an earnest desire in all ways, personal and official 
to restore our unhappy country to friendly relations and 
you to your home and friends, I subscribe myself. 


To Bedford Brown.* 


Rareten. Feb. 5th 1866. 
I do not find on the files in this office the joint returns 
of the Sheriffs of the 5th Congressional District, showing 


1 A member of Co. D, 4th United States volunteers. 
® Bedford Brown, of Caswell, was a member of the House of Com- 
mons from 1815 to 1818, and again in 1823. He was State Senator in 


CORRESPONDENCE OF JONATHAN WortTH. 


the result of the election for a member of Congress o1: 
the 9th Nov. last. Mr. Hanes has filed your letter of 
the 19th Dec. last admitting his majority of 24 votes in 
the district, but in the absence of the general certificate 
of the Sheriffs, I do not feel authorised to certify his elec- 
tion. Govr. Holden does not know where this certificate 
is. In your letter to Mr. Hanes you say that you have 
the certificate of election signed by the returning officers. 
Tf you still have it, will you send it to me to be filed in 
this office. 

With the best wishes for your health and prosperity, I 
am, 


To General Walkup. 
Rareieu eb. 5th 1866. 


I learn from Govr. Graham and others that the cer- 
tifieate of the Provl. Govr. will not be recognized as to 
the election of a member of Congress. The certificates 
of the Sheriffs of the 1st 2nd—4th and 7th districts are on 
file and I have issued my certificates. The others are not 
on file and Gov. Holden knows nothing about them. I 
presume they are in possession of the gentlemen in whose 
favor they were issued. I hope you will suddenly get 
notice of your admission to your seat, and if so, you 
would prefer the Danville route I presume. On produc- 
ing the certificate I will make out my certificate and for- 
ward it to you, as you may direct. 


Monroe. 


1828, 1829, 1842, 1858, 1860, 1862, and 1868 In 1829 he was 
Speaker. He was United States Senator from 1829 to 1840, when 
he resigned rather than obey instructions from the Legislature, 
He was elected to Congress in 1865, but was refused a seat. He was 
throughout his life a Democrat but was not a secessionist. 
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To Thos. Fuller. 
Rareien Feb. 5th/66. 
T learn from Govr. Graham and Mr. Pool and other 


members elect to Congress that your certificates, given by 
the Provl Govr. will not be recognised. Upon your pro- 
ducing the certificate of your election I will issue the 
certificate required of the Govr. I find the certifi- 
cates on file as to the election of Stubbs, Clark, Turner 
and Jones. The other three are not filed and I presume 
are in possession of the gentlemen in whose favor they 
were issued. The law does not require the filing of them 
Govr. Holden knows nothing about them. 


FAYETTEVILLE. 


To Hugh McCulloch.* 
Rarzrieu, Feby. 5th 1866. 


I herewith inclose a memorial from the inhabitants of 
the town of Plymouth, which presents a great grievance 
applicable to many other individuals and places in the 
State. : 

The land tax is now being collected in Plymouth. When 
the taxes are collected on the valuation of 1860, on real 
estate, the chief value of which was the improvements 
since destroyed, the hardship is grievious. I have not had 
time to examine the Revenue laws, and it may be that 
you have no power to relieve the petitioners and others 
(many others) in like conditions. If you have not, I 
earnestly request you (as we have no representation in 
Congress) to ask for such legislation as may be necessary 
for the relief of the petitioners and the others similarly 
situated. If anything can be done for their relief, it must 
be prompt, as the collectors are now exacting the taxes 
upon the assessment of 1860. 


Wasuineton, D. C. 


1 Secretary of the Treasury. 
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To T. L. Russell. 
Rarziau, Feb. 5th 1866 


Yours of the 2nd inst is received. The unanimity with Co ! 
den’s record with 
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which my constant friends at Crawford’s sustained me as his own. 


a candidate for the elevated position I now fill is most 
gratifying to me. I am conscious of having served my 
country through a long life with what ability I could 
and hoped to have retained their confidence and respect 
to the end of my life. It was deeply mortifying to me 
when I learned that the result of the late election in- 
dicated that a majority of my old friends preferred Mr. 
Holden over me. No public man more constantly opposed 
Secession and Disunion than I did. When war came 
no one was more solicitous to restore us to peace. All 
Randolph—the whole State knows that at the beginning 
I predicted and did my best to avert the calamities which 
have befallen us. They knew my opponent had for long 
years taught secession—and fomented the sectional strife 
which ended in war. They knew when he pretended to 
favor peace, he uniformly denounced any peace not based 
on Independence, which all sensible men knew was not 
attainable. That a man who had been all things to all 
men should beat me in my own County, was mortifying. 
While the old Whig counties, which knew me best— 
Richmond, Montgomery, Stanley, Anson, Davidson, Guil- 
ford, Orange, ete. gave me overwhelming majorities it 
touched me deeply when the vote of Randolph was cited 
as proof that those who knew me best did not confide in 
me. I am persuaded, however, that they were misled by 
the fear that my election would retard or prevent our res- 
toration to the Union and that now that they perceive this 
was a mistake, very many of them regret the votes they 
gave. I forgive them, believing and knowing that I de- 
served their confidence, if I ever did. 

[P. S.]—If the election between me and Holden were 
to come off now I should beat him 30,000 votes. 


New Hore Acapemy. 
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To Geo. Stronach. 
Raueiecu, Feb. 5/66. 


Relating tocertain The extreme pressure of official duties has prevented 
or otaeon an earlier reply to yours of the 29th ult. 

B. F. Moore has given a written opinion that mer- 
chants trading in insurrectionary districts under a license 
from the Secretary of the Treasury, are not liable to the 
convention tax during the time they were so trading. So 
thinks Genl Ruger, who has issued orders restraining the 
Sheriff of Currituck’ from collecting from 8 merchants in 
Newbern who had so traded. 

I deem it very doubtful whether this opinion will be 
sustained by the Supreme Court: but for the benefit of 
both the State and the merchants I am endeavoring to get 
an Act through the Genl. Assembly whereby an opinion of 
the Supreme Court may be promptly obtained to settle the 
question. 

In the mean time merchants will have to pay under 
protest—or apply to Genl Ruger or refuse to answer and 
be bound over to answer for a misdemeanor. If they pay 
under protest, if the Supreme Court decide against them, 
it will be all right, and if for them, I think the money 
will be promptly refunded. 


Morenpap Crry. 


To G. W. Swepson. 
Ratzieu, Feb. 6th 1866. 


The Sat defrau mat oe ae padre e ne ao gentlemen you men- 
ea by A.J. Jone at and Swift, which I trust will be 
Bu satisfactory to them. They left by the mail a day or two 

ago. 
To-day I reed C. P. Mendenhall’s letter showing a vil- 
lainous transaction. I have taken no action on it as yet, 


but must do so. I deem it best before acting to have cer- 


‘Governor Worth probably meant Craven. 
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tificates from your employees, who can speak from their 
own knowledge, fully explaining the transaction. C. P. 
M. communicates what he learns second hand from them. 

A large quantity of cotton, (besides the 37 bales on 
hand) seems to have been sold by Dr. Sloan to A. J. Jones, 
which had been shipped from Macon Ga. and which had 
not arrived. Did this purchase money pass through your 
hands. How many bales were thus sold and what price. 
Were the insurance, freight and other charges paid by 
Jones ? 

Let the statements be made by those who know the facts 
and let them be full and clear. 


New Yorx Criry. 


To Willianv Sloan. 
Rareien, Feby. 7th 1866. 


I received on yesterday a communication from a gen- Jones-Sloan cotton 
tleman in New York City, setting forth that you as late 
Provisional Treasurer of ois State had sold to A. J. Jones 
Esq. a large quantity of State cotton at prices much below 
the market value. The character of the gentleman from 
whom I have received this communication imposes on me 
the duty of making inquiry into the alleged transaction. 

I deem it due to you and to the relations you have sus- 
tained to the State, to appraise you of this fact, and to say, 
if you made such sale under the circumstances alleged and 
you think proper, that I shall be glad to have from you 
any communication you may desire to make. 


To B. 8. Hedrick. 


Rateten, N. C. February 7th 1866. 
I have been so excessively occupied with indispensable Belen te 
duties for the last two or three months that I have not 
been able to answer all your letters. 
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I beg you to accept my heartiest thanks for your atten- 
tion to all my requests. 

If you can help Mr. Mason engineer through the par- 
dons for this State so that I can get them to distribute 
through the agency of the members of the Assembly, you 
will do me, the parties pardoned and the President a great 
favor. Very many of them are obscure persons who al- 
ways abhorred Disunion, but were Post-masters or held 
other petty offices or were $20,000 men. They complain 
when they know so many prominent secessionists have been 
pardoned. 

I approved for pardon all the petitions presented to me 
because none of them were men more culpable than many 
who had been pardoned. 

No rule to guide me has been laid down and I said in 
my letter accompanying the large lot of petitions which L 
found in the office that in view of the pardons which had 
been granted in this State I could think of no rule of dis- 
crimination which would warrant me in recommending the 
rejection of any of them. T. L. Clingman, hearing of 
this, appealed to me and I recommended his pardon to 
make myself consistent, but I have since though I ought 
not to have done it. He did more than any body else 
(except Holden) to foment discord between the South 
and the North. He and Asa Biggs and a few others should 
wait for the General Amnesty. 

I have written to Lash, asking him to give Wm. A. 
Thompson the best appointment within his gift. 


Wasuineton, D. C. 


To Dr. Nathan Stanton. 
Rateten, Meb. 8th 1866. 


Denial of reports Yours of the 25th inst. is received. 
injurious to the 
tate. The reports you hear as to the dangers here of being 


killed on the high-ways are greatly exaggerated. A man 
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may travel in North Carolina with as much security as in 
any State in the Union. This does not mean the same 
security as before the war—Cases of disturbances, save in 
the chief towns, are almost unheard of and in the cheif 
towns they are much less frequent than in your cities. 

If a man demean himself with propriety he has little to 
fear. 

I hope you will return—My mother was here to visit me 
a few days ago in fair health. 


Even Pratrriz, Minn. 


Feb. 13th 1866. 

The bearer, Mr. Button, visits the Southern States for 
the purpose of giving a wider circulation to the World, a 
news-paper published in the City of New York. 

The tone of such numbers of the paper as I have seen, 
is National in its character. It is a Union paper, ably 
advocating the admission of the Southern delegation to 
seats in Congress, in contradistinction to the Disunion 
Press of the North which treats the South as a conquered 
province and taxes us without allowing us representation. 
The World sustains the President in his efforts to do jus- 
tice to the South. 

I hope Mr. Button may succeed in his object. 
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To Reverdy Johnson.’ 
Rareicu, Leb. 15th 1866. 


As the South has no representation in Congress, you 
will pardon me for calling your attention to a matter re- 
garding legislation for the relief of many of our citizens. 

The United States land tax is now being collected in 
this State. The assessment of land made in 1860 for the 
purpose of raising State taxes, is taken by the United 
States Collectors as the basis, and the tax demanded is 80 
cents on the $100. valuation. 

It is known that throughout the South since 1860 whole 
towns have been destroyed by fire, as well as great num- 
bers of dwellings, plantations, mills, etc. in the rural dis- 
tricts. Lots with the structures on them in 1860, are now 
rendered comparatively useless by the destruction of the 
buildings then on them. The collection of the tax under 
this rule is exceptionally oppressive on many. The inhabi- 
tants of one of the towns of this State (Plymouth) where 
the taxes are now being collected and which has been al- 
most totally destroyed by fire since 1860, sent me a me- 
morial a few days ago praying for relief. I sent it to 
the Sec. of the Treasury, requesting him, if he could give 
me no relief, as we have no representation in Congress, that 
he would ask for legislation. He replies that he has no 
power to relieve, and adds that in his annual report, a 
copy of which he incloses, he has made such recommenda- 
tions, as in his opinion, he could with propriety make, 
and that he hopes for early action of Congress carrying 
out his suggestions, and granting other effective relief. 

On examination of the report I do not find any sugges- 
tion for the relief of the very numerous class, the value 
of whose real estate has been diminished by the destruc- 


' Reverdy Johnson, of Maryland, formerly Attorney General of the 
United States and now United States Senator. He was a member of 
the Joint Committee on Reconstruction. 
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tion of the buildings on it since the valuation of 1860. 
Some expeditious mode of re-assessment ought to be pro- 
vided for such cases, and I hope our peculiar situation will 
be deemed a justifiable excuse for asking your interference 
in our behalf. 

In the Eastern District of this State the tax collected 
was 60 cents on the $100. valuation, and I learn that at 
various places it is 27 cents. If you can inform me to 
whom I may address an inquiry for an explanation of this 
seeming inequality I will be oblized to vou. 


Wasuineton, D. C. 


To A. M. Tomlinson & Sons. 
Feb. 17th 1866. 


The notes you hold on the Banks of N. C. and C. F. 
are the best in your list and are both worth a good deal 
more than Brokers are paying for them. The specie and 
real estate at gold value held by the Bank of N. C. are 
sufficient to pay 25 cts on the dollar on all the indebtedness 
of the Bank. It has other assets in the shape of debts 
due it, equal as I think to 25 cts to the dollar. I would 
not take less than 50.cts on the dollar in present cur- 
rency, for notes on the Bank of N. C. 

The C. F. notes ought to bring in present currency 40 
ets in the dollar. 

The other N. C. Banks on your list are of unequal 
value—the Farmer’s Bank the best of them, but all not 
only insolvent, but very largely so—and I attach no im- 
portance to the provision in the charter of all of them 
(excepting the Bank of N. C.) making the private property 
of the stockholders liable to twice the amount of the stock, 
in case of the insolvency of the Bank. The insolvency 
must be established by some judicial proceedings before 
the stockholder can be held liable and after that the remedy 
is uncertain—probably by bill in Equity at which all bill 
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holders and creditors must be made parties, and the decree 
in favor of all in possession to the amount of their re- 
spective claims. The stockholders don’t intend to pay 
and will resort to any measures to avoid payment. 

The Banks of Fayetteville, Clarendon, Washington and 
Yanceyville are almost worthless—and not likely to im- 
prove their assets as compared to their debts being nominal. 

I think none of them will get worse soon, and if you do 
not need money I would hold on—but the Banks last men- 
tioned are not likely to improve much. 

T can give no information in regard to the Banks out of 
this State. 


Isesine Johaeib: 


To Scott Welborn. 
Feb. 20th 1866. 


Yours of the 19th inst. is received. 

Neither the Genl Assembly or State Convention can 
make any law or ordinance impairing the obligation of 
contracts because the Constitution forbids a State to pass 
any act impairing the obligation of a contract. 

I know not what law the Gen] Assembly may pass as 
to sealing existing contracts, but am satisfied that no 
binding rule can be established which will not do great 
injustice. 

My views on stay-laws are well known to the public and 
the Genl Assembly. They are condensed in the old maxim 
that honesty is the best policy. 


Trinity CoLiEGE. 
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To John Baxter.’ 
Raleigh, Feb. 26th 1866. 


* * * * * * * 

The resolutions in N. Y. on the 22nd inst and Mr. 
Seward’s speech cast a damper on my hopes founded on 
the President’s veto, message and speech. If the Freed- 
man’s Bureau is to be kept up another year upon the 
absurd assumptions that war exists now; and if nobody 
is to be received into Congress from the South save those 
who can take the test oath it is a substantial exclusion. 
The N. Y. platform is only a shade less obnoxious than 
that of Sumner & Co. 


To J. M. Worth. 
March 8rd 1866. 

Yours from Shops is received. 

A pill has passed the Commons and I think will pass 
the Senate, authorising the holders of coupons over-due 
from our old State bonds to take a new bond for them. 
If this bill passes the value of your coupons will go up. 
I have therefore deemed it best for you not to sell them 
for the present. 

Send me a check on S. M. & Co.” for as large amount 
as you can conveniently. If it be for more than enough 
I will pay interest at 7 per cent. on the excess until I can 
fully refund which I shall be able to do very soon. 

[P. S.J—I owe S. M. & Co. $6000, subject to credit 
for 13 bales of cotton. 


ComMPaNny’s SHOPS. 


1 John Baxter, a native of North Carolina, had been a member of 
the House of Commons in 1842, 1852, and 1856. He was Speaker in 
1856. He moved to Tennessee and was there a member on the Con- 
vention of 1870. In 1877 the President appointed him Judge of the 
Sixth United States Circuit. 


2 Swepson, Mendenhall & Co. 
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To Swepson, Mendenhall & Co. 
Mar. 5th 1866. 


JonesSloan cotton The trade between Sloan & Jones & Company, as to 
State Cotton will not be recognized. Pay no more money 
on account of sales of State Cotton, except to Kemp P. 
Battle, Pub. Treasurer, or by his order. 


New York Crry. 


To Andrew Johnson. 
Rarerean, Mar. 6th 1866. 


Asking for retwn The letter book of Ex. Gov. Vance, the great Seal of 
the State, and probably other documents belonging to the 
Executive Department of this State were captured by the 
military authorities of the United States last spring and 
were sent, as I understand, to Washington City, with the 
exception of the great Seal, which I presume was lost or 
kept by the individuals who captured it. 

If there be no reason for the longer detention of this 
letter book or other documents belonging to this State, IL 
respectfully ask that they be put in possession of Gov. 
Swain to be returned. 

Any book or document belonging to the State can be 
examined under your orders at any time or copies fur- 
nished if requested by you. 


To David L. Swain. 
Mar. 9th 1866. 
oe porion I do not know the rules of action which govern the 
action of the President in granting pardons nor the prin- 
ciple which governed the Provisional Governor. Many per- 
sons who held seats in the State Convention of 1861 have 


been pardoned. N. W. Woodfin was a member of that 
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Convention. He is an aged man and, so far as I know, 
did nothing in bringing on or conducting the war making 
him more culpable than those who voted for the act of se- 
cession. I entertain no doubt that Mr. Woodfin is now 
loyal to the Government of the United States and a sin- 
cere and ardent supporter of President Johnson’s policy— 
and would be gratified if the President would pardon him. 


Wasuineton, D. C. 


To B. 8S. Hedrick. 
Rarrieu, Mar. 15th 1866. 


The pressure of my duties has prevented an earlier re- 
ply to several communications from you for which I am 
much obliged to you. 

I inclose a list of names, in compliance with your sug- 
gestion, for which I make special application for pardons. 

Our Convention passed an ordinance allowing all par- 
ties who have failed on petition for a pardon to vote in 
the elections of the 9th Nov. last provided their pardon 
had been advertised by the Prov. Gov. as having been 
granted, although the pardon had not come to hand. Im- 
mediately upwards of 500 were advertised as having been 
pardoned, whereby they became entitled to vote. Of 
course each of these is importunate for his pardon. From 
what I can learn, they had not been pardoned. Their 
names were probably passed for pardon by the Atty. Genl. 
Is there any reason why these would not come at once ? 
There has been an official advertisement in the Standard 
that they had been pardoned. If necessary I will send a 
copy of the paper containing the announcement. I state 
the fact in order to get the pardons and make a commen- 
tary on the motive of his premature announcement a few 
days before the Governor’s election. How the Prest. is to 
be prejudiced by the issue of these pardons already offi- 
cially announced, I cannot understand. 
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It is not possible that I can tell whose cases are most 
urgent. I inclose a list of applicants to whose pardons I 
think there can be no objection, all of whom, I have reason 
to think will be much inconvenienced by delay. I dis- 
like to annoy you with this pardon business. 


Wasuineron, D. C. 


To E. Beckerdite. 
Raxueiau. Mar 15th 1866. 


Yours of the 9th inst. asking me to recommend you as 
Depy Collector in your district. 

Before I had received your letter I had given a recom- 
mendation to another applicant. But for this there is no 
man whose fitness for the position I would more cordially 
certify. 

You are at liberty to use this in any way you may think 
proper. 

I would write you at large if pressure of duties would 
allow. 


SaLeM CHURCH. 


Loli I Hale. 
Rarerieu, Mar. 15th 1866. 


Relating to the Yours of the 13th is just received. 
Sioa nae ake Although the taxing of us while we are denied represen- 
tation is a flagrant violation of an axiom in our system of 
government and the President has declared his disap- 
proval of it, the land tax has been in course of collection 
in this State for more than six months. In the Newbern 
district 60 cents on the $100. valuation in 1860 was col- 
lected. In this district and in others from which I have 
heard 80 ets on the $100. has been collected. In Virginia 
27 cts on the $100. Of course the Prest is not ignorant 
that this tax is being collected: Further, he recently sent 
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here an agent requesting me to give my opinion whether 
the State ought to be divided into seven instead of three 
districts for the collection of the internal revenue—and 
requesting me to suggest the names of suitable men in 
each district as collectors and assessors, restricted to those 
who could take the teste oath. I refer to these facts to 
show that these taxes are being collected with the assent 
of the Prest. Whether he refrains from interference be- 
cause of want of power or from motives of expediency I do 
not know. I strongly impressed on the Prest, in a per- 
sonal interview in July last the impoverished condition of 
the State, and endeavored to get him to postpone the col- 
lection of the land ,tax. 

The land tax is collected on the State valuation of 1860, 
since which in a large number of cases throughout the 
whole South Factories and other structures have been de- 
stroyed ;—the lot on which they stood being now scarcely 
worth as much as the taxes. I recently asked the Sec. of 
the Treasury to grant relief if he had power—and if not, 
to call on Congress to provide a remedy. He answered 
that he could not give relief and that he had asked Con- 
gress in his regular message to make all needful modifica- 
tions of the law. He inclosed me a copy of his annual re- 
port. It had no reference to this manifest wrong. I 
then wrote to Reverdy Johnson, presenting the grievance 
and asking him, as we were unrepresented, to have the act 
modified—and also to ascertain for me, if he could, why 
less was collected in the Newbern district than in other 
districts of the State. I have had no answer, though more 
than enough time has elapsed. 

Govr. Swain has now gone on a public mission for 
myself and the Pub. Treasr. to Washington City with 
written instructions to look into all these matters and put 
measures on foot for our relief, if possible. I fear noth- 
ing can be effected. If he accomplish any thing, I will 
appraise you on his return. 


FAYETTEVILLE. 


F 
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To J. Parker Jordan. 


RareicgH Mar. 16/66. 

I saw Genl Ruger and endeavored to bring him to my 
conclusion that upon the evidence Mrs. Ball was not guilty 
of manslaughter. It seemed to me to be a clear case of 
justifiable homicide. I failed to convince him. 

I know not whether there is a right of appeal from his 
decision. If there be not, I would sign a petition for her 
pardon, believing that the finding was not warranted by 
the evidence. 


HENDERSON. 


To Sion H. Rogers. 
Rareten, Mar. 16th 1866. 


I ask your opinion as to the salary due to the State Supt. 
of Common Schools. 

He was elected to this office in 1862 and the law creating 
the office provides that the incumbent continue in office 
until his successor shall be appointed. He was probably 
re-elected in 1864, but at all events he has not been 
ousted by the election of another. 

By the 5 See. Chap’ 76 Rev. Code all officers elected or 
appointed to any office of trust or profit is required to take 
an oath to support the Constitution of the United States 
and by the 4th See. of same Chap. he is required to take 
an oath of office. 

By an act ratified Sept. 21/61 all such officers are re 
quired to take an oath to support the Constitution of the 
Confederate States. 

The ordinance of 19th Oct. last declares vacant only 


‘Sion H. Rogers was a member of the Legislature of 1860, of the 
Thirty-third and Forty-second Congresses. He was Attorney Gen- 
eral of North Carolina from 1862 to 1868. He was for a short time 
Colonel of the 47th North Carolina Regiment, C. S. A. 
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those offices whose incumbents may have taken the oath to 
support the Constitution of the Confederate States. 

The State Supt. calls on me to issue a warrant for $150. 
in part payment of his salary, averring that he never took 
the oath to support the Constitution of the Confederate 
States. 

I desire your opinion whether he is entitled to such war- 
rant? He has been paid nothing towards his salary since 
May last. 


To David L. Swain. 


Rarereu, Mar. 16th 1866. 

I inclose the negro testimony act. I am at a loss to 
know what is to be the effect of the first proviso to the 9th 
section. I used every legitimate means to have this pro- 
viso stricken from the bill, but a large number of the mem- 
bers who had pledged themselves to their constituents to 
vote against negro testimony—now convinced that both 
justice and policy required the opposite vote,—thought 
this proviso a necessary shield between them and their 
constituents. But for these pledges the bill would have 
passed almost unanimously without the proviso. 

My object in addressing you is that you and Goy. 
Graham, if he still is in Washington, confer as to the ex- 
pediency of asking the Prest. to make the 9th section ope- 
rative, by requiring the chief of the Freedman’s Bureau 
to make an order to his subordinate in this State (com- 
municating the same to me to be communicated to the 
Judiciary) that “Jurisdiction in matters relating to freed- 
men is fully committed to the Courts of this State.” You 
may probably be able to devise some better means of pre- 
venting this proviso from defeating the effect of the 9th 
section. 


Wasuineton, D. C. 
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To George R. Ricketts. 
Raxteien, March 17th 1866. 


* * % * % * * 

Your Northern friends—many of them—seem still to 
regard all of us alike. Sherman’s army had two distinct 
organizations—the one fighting men—the other the mean- 
est set of thieves—who stole and destroyed and who 
seemed to be licensed and encouraged to steal and destroy 
without discrimination. They robbed and stole from 
black and white, rich and poor, the widow, the halt, the 
blind—they destroyed what they could not steal from non- 
combatants. 

All our people feel conquered and not one thinks of any 
further resistance. Nobody is now disloyal in the proper 
sense of the term—but it would be false to assert that 
many of our people love our conquerors—their discontent 
is not lessened by the refusal of Congress to receive our 
representatives, while they keep the tax collector busy 
among us. 

I could not tell formerly which I most abhorred: the 
abolitionist who wanted to break up the Union to destroy 
slavery—or the secessionist who wished to break it up to 
preserve slavery. Your Northern Disunionists who now 
look to accomplish what the secessions could not effect, 
are the most detestable of the human family. 

If the schemes of Thad. Stephens & Co. are sustained 
by the North our whole Country will be ruined. I hope 
the great body of the Northern people is not impelled by 
the unstatesmanlike and malignant feelings which govern 
Congress. 

I very much fear that the Congress represents truly the 
feeling of those they represent. 


New Yorx Crry. 


CoRRESPONDENCE OF JONATHAN WorTH. 


To W. J. F: Miller. 


Raxeieu, Mar. 20/66. 

I have not a copy of the order issued by Genl. Ruger 
upon my remonstrances. It was published in the Sentinel 
and I believe, in the other news-papers of the State, about 
14th January last. 

1. It forbade the employment of citizens in hunting 
up the animals. 

2. It forbade the seizure of unbranded animals, ex- 
cepting on special orders from Head Quarters based on 
evidence that the U. S. owned the animals. 

3. It limited the time within which animals branded 
C. S. could be seized to 1 Feb. 1866. 

4. It required that the animals captured should be sold 
(unless for special reasons) in the county where captured. 

Fearing I might not remember the provision of this 
order I have sent for the paper and had a copy prepared 
which I inclose. 


SHELBY. 


To John Bazter. 


Ratricu, Mar. 20/66. 

Yours of the 2nd inst. came to hand to-day. 

J have read with hearty approval the resolutions you 
offered on the 22nd ult at Nashville. 

I had often heard your views at the beginning and dur- 
ing the progress of our late troubles—and believe there 
was uniform concurrence in our views. I am glad to find 
that now actual war has ceased most of us can exercise 
a forbearance towards our erring neighbors which recent 
converts to our views do not exhibit. The culture of ani- 
mosity and hatred among our people is equally repugnant 
to Christianity and Statesmanship. 

I inclose you a copy of my late annual message. 


Kwoxvit_e, TENN. 
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To Calvin H. Wiley. 
Rarricu, Mar. 21/66. 
Regarding Wiley's On receipt of yr letter of the 15th inst I addressed a 
ea note to the Atto. Genl, then in the City (of which I in- 
close a copy) asking his opinion whether I would be war- 
ranted in issuing the warrant asked for. I have not re- 
ceived his answer. The Treas. had propounded some 
questions to him and being required to be on his circuit, 
I suppose he had not time to answer my inquiry. As 
soon as he shall answer, I shall take pleasure in granting 
the warrant, should he decide that I may lawfully is- 
sue it. 
I greatly deplore the suspension of the Public Schools 
and the consequent discontinuance of your office. 


GREENSBORO. 


To Lows P. Griffith. 
Raxrerien, Mar. 21/66. 
Relating to state Yours of the 19th inst is before me. 
aoe oe The Genl Assembly has passed an Act authorising the 
Pub. Treasr. to sell the 6 per cent coupon bonds running 
34 years (provided that they shall not be sold at less 
than par) in sums of $100.—$500. and $1000. to raise 
money for the payment of all her bonds now due and 
falling due this year, and for the payment of coupons now 
due and falling due this year. As these bonds may not 
bring par the holders of these securities will have to take 
them. This is the best the State could now do for her 
creditors. The issue of these bonds will raise our State debt 
to about $15,000,000. We have stocks in our R. Roads 
and bonds on R. Roads secured by mortgage to the amount 
of $9,000,000. If Congress would receive our members, 
leave us to manage our Internal affairs, and allow us to 
believe that our Northern brethren cared anything for our 
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welfare, whereby apprehension that all we hold dear is 
in danger, might be removed, the State could pay this 
debt—and would pay it. As most of this debt is held 
North and our debt continued during the war, which was 
a domestic debt, has been repudiated as a condition pre- 
cedent to full restoration to the Union, and new condi- 
tions are being imposed, and we are taxed without repre 
sentation and our loyalty still suspected in the face of 
our renewed oath of fealty and our known impotency to 
resist, the difficulty of getting our people to provide for 
this debt is daily increasing. We have no disloyal men, 
in the proper sense of this term and if Congress would 
act like Statesmen all would be right.— 


New Yorx Crry. 


To P. H. Winston. 


Rareien, Mar. 21 1866. 

Yours of the 12th inst. is just received. 

In the contingency to which you refer it will give me 
pleasure to nominate you alone to the Council and I do 
not apprehend any hesitation as to the ratification of the 
nomination. 

Two members of the Council of State, Mr. Yeates’ and 
Mr. Cowles*—may have voted for Mr. Holden—I presume 
they did—but I think each of them willing to sustain 
my administration. All the others were my straight out 
supporters. 

[P. S.]—My Council is called to meet on the 14th prox- 
imo to make a Literary and Int. Impt. board. 


Wuypsor. 


1 Jesse J. Yeates. 
2 Calvin J. Cowles. 
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To Nereus Mendenhall. 
Rarzicu, Mar. 22/66. 


If you read the Standard and Progress you will have 
perceived that the alleged cause of the recent removal of 
Jarge numbers of Quakers from this State is continued 
persecution towards them since the close of the war, and 
that the names of Goy. Graham and myself have been 
mentioned as somehow responsible for this oppression. I 
am persuaded that this insinuation could not be more 
unjustly made against any men in this Country, each of 
us having uniformly been their outspoken defenders, pub- 
licly and privately all our lives. 

I think it a misfortune to the State that they leave us, 
and if this exodus is attributable to any cause which I 
ean control, I desire to know what that cause is. 


GREENSBORO. 


To Henry C. Bullmy. 
Raverieu. Mar 23/66. 


I have no right to replace the mules so cruelly taken 
from you during the war. If you can find them, you can 
recover them from the person having them in possession. 

The signature to your letter, according to improved 
modern fashion, is illegible, by any one not knowing the 
name independent of the writing. I imitate as well as 
I can. 


TARBORO. 
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To John H. Wheeler 
Rareren, Mar. 26th 1866. 

Yours of the 14th inst. was delivered to me by Gov. 
Swain. the latter part of last week. 

As we have no representative in Congress I wished for 
authority to appoint or that the Genl A. would have ap- 
pointed an agent until our representatives shall be elected. 
Dr. Powell desired this agency and his friends introduced 
a bill proposing the appointment of such an agent for a 
term of years, with a large salary $2000. or $3000. a 
year.—stationery and other perquisites. The bill failed 
and no other was brought forward. I have no authority 
to draw on the Treasurer to pay such agent for his serv- 
ing and hence feel reluctant to trouble any friend. The 
pardon question is the one which gives me most trouble. 
Some 800 petitions are pending. The Convention passed 
an ordinance allowing any petitioner to vote at our last 
Noy. election provided Gov. Holden should have adver- 
tised such petitioners as having been pardoned. A few 
days before the election he advertised the names of 500 
as those actually pardoned. I have tried in vain to get 
these pardons. I found over 300 petitions for pardon 
which have laid in the office for months. I forwarded 
them early in January last. I got my friends Mason and 
Hedrick to make an effort. J am satisfied they have done 
their best but in vain. I have been in office about three 


1 John H. Wheeler’ was a native of Hertford county. He wasa 
member of the House of Commons in 1827 and 1828. In 1831 he was 
Secretary of the Commission on French Spoliation Claims, and in 
1836 Superintendent of the Charlotte Mint. In 1842 he was elected 
Public Treasurer and served one term. He was a member of the 
State Senate in 1852. In 1853 he was made Minister to Nicaragua; 
he returned in 1857 and resided in Washington. When the war came 
on he returned to North Carolina, and in 1863 went to England to 
collect material for a new edition of his History of North Carolina, 
published in 1851. This appeared in 1884, entitled Reminiscences 
of Eminent North Carolinians. Wheeler was a warm friend of An- 
drew Johnson. 
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months. Only one pardon has been sent to me, excepting 
a few—some dozen—brought on about 1 Feb. by Dr. 
Powell. I have no authority to pay an agent. If you will 
get our archives—among them the letter books of Gov. 
Vance and as many of those pardons as possible, I will 
recommend and I do not doubt but the Genl. A will pay 
you. 

I understand the 500 were recommended for pardon by 
the Atty. Genl in October last and therefore advertised 
as pardoned by Goy. Holden. 

Gov. Swain assured me he could have got the pardon 
of Weldon N. Edwards, but the petition could not be 
found. It appears to have been forwarded by Gov. H. and 
recommended for suppression on the 1 Aug. 1865. I saw 
Dr. Powell since the return of Gov. Swain. He says it 
and all others were duly filed. 

My regards to your family. 


Wasuineton, D. C. 


To Hugh McCulloch. 


Rareicu, Mar. 26th 1866. 


I sent to you by Govr. Swain my certificate that the 
weights and measures belonging to this State had been 
lost and asked that we be re-supplied. This was nearly 
a month ago. He reported to me on his return that he 
had left my certificate with the proper officer and was as- 
sured they would be immediately sent. They have not 
come to hand. We are incommoded for want of them, 
many of the Counties having lost their weights and meas- 
ures during the war. You will much oblige by causing 
them to be forwarded soon. 


Wasuineton, D. C. 
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To Sion H. Rogers. 


Rarzicu, Mar 26/66. 

I call to your attention Chap. 3 Sec. 13 Rev. Code, pro- 
viding for appointing State Geologist. 

The office became vacant in 1864 by the death of Pro- 
fessor Emmons, and on the 28th Nov. 1864 W. C. Kerr 
was appointed by the Govr. 

Did the Govr. have authority to fill such vacancy ? 

If the Govr. did have the power the question arises 
whether the incumbent is still in office by virtue of said 
appointment. 

He avers that he has never taken the oath to support 
the Constitution of the Confederate States, and that con- 
sequently his office was not vacated under the ordinance of 
the 19th Oct. 1865. It is admitted he did not take the 
oath to support the Constitution of the United States, as a 
qualification to said office. Chap. 76 Sec. 5 Rev. Code 
requires every officer before entering on the execution of 
his office to take an oath to support the Constitution of the 
United States. 

The preamble to the ordinance of our Convention, rati- 
fied 19th Noy. last page 63, declares that no one can right- 
fully claim any vested interest in any office until he shall 
have taken an oath to support the Constitution of the 
United States. 

Are the Supt. of Common Schools and State Geologist 
officers required to take an oath to support the Constitu- 
ticn of the U. S.? 

In view of all these facts is Mr. Kerr State Geologist— 
or is he entitled under his appointment in 1864, now to 
take the oath of his office? and demand induction into 
office ? 

You will see that no form of oath of office for State 
Geologist is prescribed in the Revised Code. 

An early answer is desirable. Should you be in doubt 
on the question presented, in what way can the question 
be brought up so as to be decided by the Supreme Court 


at its next session ? 
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From A. M. Tomlinson. 


Busu Hirt, Ranpoitew Counry. 
27th of the 3rd month. 1866. 

I am acquainted with nearly all the Friends residing 
in Guilford, Randolph and Davidson counties, and I have 
heard of no prosecution or ill treatment whatever, and 
there have but very few removed since the close of the 
war, and none from oppression that I know of. There 
have some two or three companies of people moved out 
of the above said counties, but there were but very few, 
if any, Friends among them. 


T'o G. W. Brooks.* 
Rateten, Mar. 29/66. 


I have made divers efforts to obtain the information 
sought by your letter of the 26th. 

I recently got Gov. Swain, who went to Washington 
City at the instance of the Pub. Treasurer and myself to 
attend to sundry matters of State to inquire into the mat- 
ter and especially to get some member to propose relief 
to the owners of real estate, whose factories, mills, and 
other houses were burned since the valuation of 1860. He 
consulted Hon. R. Johnson and others and not being able 
to get the required information, drew up in his own name 
a memorial to Congress on the subject which you will 
see was presented by Hon. R. Johnson and referred to 
Com. of Finance. 

I have also written Hon. E. A. Rollins and as soon as 
I shall obtain any reliable information will inform you. 


1 George W. Brooks was a member of the Legislature of 1852. Dur- 
ing the war he remained at home but was an outspoken adherent of 
the Union. He wasamember of the Convention of 1865, and in 1866, 
being able to take the test oath, he was appointed United States Dis- 
trict Judge. q 
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To Nereus Mendenhall. 
Rareienu, Mar. 29/66. 


I have summoned the Council of State to meet on the 
14th Apl. next, when, among other things, I shall have 
to nominate a Literary Board, consisting of three persons. 

Tf you will accept I propose to nominate you as one of 
the board. Will you accept ? 


GREENSBORO. 


From P. H. Winston, Jr. 
Winpsor 29 March 1866. 

I thank you for your kindness. The health of Judge Begeeere ciate 
Barnes continues bad and he will resign. 

Conferring with you confidentially and without reserve 
I suggest the omission of my name in filling the two 
Boards. If appointed on either of them I should still 
apply for the Judgeship which I am sure will before a 
great while be vacant. 

I know but little of the status of public affairs in Ra- 
leigh. 

If Ferebee should oppose you and no one else runs you 
need not concern yourself with the election. There is no 
danger in that quarter. 

Your danger if any is from some popular man who may 
endeavor to prejudice you because a good many secession- 
ists supported you. 

Of course Graham, Turner, Phillips, Berry, the More- 
heads, Wiley, Caldwell, Gilmer, Stubbs, Winston, Win- 
bourne Latham McClees Willey, W. N. H. Smith, Cowper 
and so on over the State will give you their support. 

Oliver H. Dockery is a good man and I would be glad 
to hear that you and he were good friends. Lewis Thomp- 
son likes you I know. The Haywoods including Dick 
Badger and Dock Hogg I hope are now your friends. 


Suggestions as to 
appointments. 
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A straight forward continuance in right is what the 
people credit you for and you will I am sure deserve their 
support and get it. 

By the way it now comes out that Holden did, by a 
partisan, one sided and untrue telegram to President John- 
son obtain the telegram ordering the repudiation of the 
new State debt. 

I find some little prejudice down here in the negro evi- 
dence question. Our people however are fair minded and 
a little reflection convinces that the question is one be- 
tween admitting the evidence on the one hand and placing 
the State in a position of defiance on the other, isolated 
defiance at that. 

My opinion is that the proposition of Stewart of Nevada 
for universal amnesty on the one hand and universal suf- 
frage on the other will be carried. 

We fishermen are catching now fine hauls of fish. Our 
farmers are at work. Labor is very high here. Negro 
men make in fishing and in lumber from 1.25 to $3 per 
day. 


Frem Calvin H. Wiley. 


Confidential. 
Greensporo, N. C. March 30, 1866. 

In my last I promised to make some additional sug- 
gestions as to the Literary Board. There is no difficulty 
in getting your men—but the trouble is to get such among 
the active politicians, and to arrange them properly with 
reference to existing parties. After much thought I think 
I can recommend such a Board, and I beg to eall your 
special attention to the suggestions. 

I would name H. W. Hustead, J. W. Cunningham, 
and Mr. Conigland. Of these two will be old democrats 
and one voted for Mr. Holden, while all are of that con- 
servative, honest class which you can boast. If you still 
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wish to give Mr. Dick a place I would suggest him instead 
of Conigland. 

We all feared, a while, (last year) that Mr. D. had 
some radical tendencies; that is, that he was inclined to 
lean to those who were for the Tennessee and Missouri 
programme, and for disfranchising the better half of the 
State. When the Confederacy failed Mr. Dick took high 
and honorable ground, and won golden opinions on all 
sides. When he went to Washington he expressly avowed 
that he did so to oppose Holden and radicalism and I 
heard him say as much himself. But we thought he came 
back an altered man, and by the time the election for the 
Convention was over he had greatly lost ground and was 
losing it every day. I hope he has seen enough and is 
working back again. Nothing is to be had by appointing 
a radical—he will never come to you, and be only in 
your way. I have had to be in Raleigh so much since 
the Fall, and have been so absorbed with the school ques- 
tion, that I am not fully posted as to Mr. Dick’s position 
now. I have heard it intimated that he is disgusted with 
Holden. I believe I would constitute the Internal Im- 
provement Board as you suggest, Hale and Winston—and 
as a set-off have two old democrats on the Literary Board. 
Cunningham has the confidence of both wings of the old 
democracy, and I know is a trusted personal friend of 
Hon. Weldon Edwards, Gov. Bragg, Gov. Clark, ete. I 
like Conigland’s honesty, but if you think it best to take 
a full Holdenite, I recommend Mr. Dick. 


To hk. Bb. Heath: 
Ratrten, Mar. 31/66. 


I take pleasure in inclosing to you the certificate of com- 
mission which you expressed a willingness to accept in 
your late letter. 
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Nothing note-worthy here. Gov. Holden perseveres in 
his efforts to please the Northern radicals by traducing 
any body except Holdenites in N. C. He hopes if the 
radicals over-ride Prest. Johnson (of which there is too 
much danger) that he will get the benefit of the thrift 
which comes by fawning. 


Mermpuis, Tenn. 


To Calvin H. Wiley. 
Rareieu, Mar. 31/66. 

You are aware, I presume, that the Genl Assembly re- 
fused to make provision for any arrearages of salary due 
to any of the Civil officers and which accrued during the 
war. Several had warrants payable 1 Apl. and prior to 
that period—Mr. Brogden among the number, pressed 
his claim. Several of the judges had such warrants. The 
Genl Assembly refused to provide for the payment of 
these claims. Under these circumstances do you think 
I could justify myself in giving you the warrant you ask 
for? It seems to me I am prevented as an executive ofh- 
cer, from looking into the merits of the question. I know 
you would not have me grant you the warrant, except on 
the clearest conviction that you are entitled to it and 
that I ought to grant it. 

I know that in submitting a report for the Genl Assem- © 
bly which was accepted and ordered to be printed—and 
in your attendance before the committees you acted under 
a well founded conviction that you were in office—and as 
a legislator I would pay you for this service—but as ex- 
ecutive I do not feel justified in granting you the warrant: 
but shall feel gratified if you can convince me that I will 
be legally and morally justified, under the circumstances, 
in issuing the warrant. 

As to the expenses for stationery, ete., it is a claim 
which must be audited by the Comptroller and if allowed 
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by him, it will be my duty to issue my warrant accord- 
ingly. 

This is to me a most painful affair—and you may be 
assured it will be most gratifying to me to relieve you if 
I can be satisfied that I can do so consistent with duty. 


GREENSBORO. 


From Nereus Mendenhall. 
New Garpen, N. C. 3rd Mo. 31st 1866. 
Thy letter of 22nd inst stating that some of our papers 
hold thee and Gov. Graham in some way responsible for 
the prosecution and abuse of certain members of the So- 
ciety of Friends who were thereby compelled to leave the 
State, did not reach me till the 28. The evening before 
I had seen in the New York Tribune a statement that 75 
members of the Society of Friends from Randolph passed 
through Washington on their way to Indiana driven away 
by the ex-soldiers of the rebel army. All this was news 
to me and subsequent inquiry has convinced me that not 
more than one-third of those 75 persons were Friends and 
that the departure of these was not requested by their 
neighbors—that they were in no sense driven off. I know 
of no such persecution or disposition to persecute either 
the Society of Friends or others, and were such persecu- 
tions to occur, thyself and Gov. Graham are among the 
very last men whom I should expect to find giving counte- 
nance thereto. 


[ P. S.]—At present I seldom see either the Standard or 
Progress. If J learn anything throwing a different light 
on the matter, I will write again. I think unless objected 
to by thee I shall forward thy letter to the Friend's Review, 
as I believe thy position is misunderstood. 

Since writing the above I have had full information in 
every way reliable and have altered and interlined accord- 
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ingly. A few persons (not Friends) who were likely to 
be prosecuted for their bad conduct during the war have 
recently made their escape from Randolph. 


To General Ruger. 
Raveienw Apl. 2 1866. 


I inclose a communication from John A. Young, Chmn. 
of the Executive Com. of the Mecklenburgh Agricultural 
Society to which I respectfully call your attention, and 
ask for the restoration of the property to the possession 
of the Society, if upon investigation the facts be found 
to be correctly stated, of which I have no doubt. 

This Society was formed in pursuance of the laws of 
the State for the encouragement of agriculture, which 
laws are still in force entitling each County Society to 
draw from the treasury annually a specified sum in aid 
of the object. It is very desirable that these societies which 
lost vitality during the war, may be revived. That of 
Mecklenburgh was a conspicuous one prior to the war. 
May I hope that the property will be restored to the So- 
ciety ? : 


To R. R. Heath. 


April 2nd 1866. 

I made out and sent you some days ago the commission 
for taking probate of deeds, but think I omitted to answer 
yr inquiry as to what our Genl A. had done in relation to 
our old debt. 

It authorised the Treasurer to sell 6 per cent coupon 
bonds running 34 years, at par, to raise money to pay all 
the ante-bellum bonds and coupons now due and falling 
due this year. These bonds are to be for $100. 500 and 
1000. These bonds and coupons payable as the old ones 
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in N. Y. At presert the holders will have to take the 
bonds as they will not command par. Some of the old 
bonds have been due some two or three years. The holder 
is to be allowed interest from the maturity of the bond. 

This was the best we could do and is in conformity with 
my recommendation in my message to the Genl Assembly. 

There are persons among us who would like to run a 
candidate against me who would go for out and out repudi- 
ation—but so far they have been unable to find a man of 
any pretensions to respectability, so shameless as to run 
on this issue. 

Does D. K. McRae know that Mr. Gales of this city has 
in his possession a letter found in this office in the hand- 
writing of Mr. Holden addressed to Brownlow asking the 
latter to restrain Mr. McRae from practise in Tenn? I 
presume Mr. Gales will furnish him a copy. 


Memreuis, Tenn. 


To L. C. Edwards.* 
Raterteu, Apl. 8rd 1866. 


J am in receipt of yours of the 2nd inst. and have made 
a diligent search for your letter recommending your young 
friend as a cadet for West Point. I remember making my 
favorable endorsement on it and thought I had inclosed it 
to you. I fear it has by mistake been inclosed in some 
other letter. 

I was unfortunate in my explanation as to your holding 
the position on the Literary Board. Let me explain. 

Sec. 5 Chap. 76 Rev. Code requires all officers elected 
or appointed to any office of trust or profit within the State 
to take an oath to support the Constitution of the United 
States. During the Confederacy this Sec. was amended 


1 Leonidas C. Edwards, of Granville, a Whig lawyer who had been 
one of the Secretaries of the Convention of 1861. He became a Re- 
publican about this time. 
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by substituting for “United States”—‘Confederate 
States.” 

The Convention vacated all offices where the officer had 
taken an oath to support the Constitution of the Confed- 
erate States. 

At first blush I thought the affirmation of the incumbent 
that he had not taken this oath would entitle him to hold 
his office until the contrary was proved. 

On further reflection (the point arising in many cases) 
I had doubts whether an officer accepting an office after 
the law requiring him to take an oath to support the Con- 
stitution of the C. S. was not presumed to have complied 
with the requirements of the law; and if so, whether his 
affirmation could be heard to rebut this presumption. The 
Supt. of Com. Schools averred that he had not taken the 
oath and asked me for a warrant for the payment of his 
salary to the date of the abolition of his office. I submitted 
the question in writing to the Att. Genl. who, after much 
consideration and conference with the lawyers responded 
that he could not come to a satisfactory conclusion and rec- 
ommended a proceeding to raise the question for the de- 
cision of the Supreme Court. 

Nobody would doubt the verity of your affirmation, but 
the question is, if the presumption of the law be that the 
incumbent of the office took the oath prescribed as a pre- 
liminary to his entering on the discharge of his duties, can 
that presumption be rebutted by the affirmation of the offi- 
cer, to the contrary. 

I meant only to say that some officers choose to avoid 
the question by resigning. 

I never doubted that your feelings toward me, personal 
and political, were entirely friendly and understood that 
you uniformly so expressed yourself in yr public speeches 
last Fall. I never entertained a doubt that your vote as 
between me and Goy. Holden was based on your convic- 
tion of duty, and hence the kind feeling I always enter- 
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tained for you were not in any degree changed. I am glad 
that you do me the justice to allow that I acted in con- 
formity with my convictions of duty—and not from per- 
sonal aspiration for office. I believe then as I do now, 
that my election, at home and abroad-gave much more gen- 
eral satisfaction than would that of my opponent. 

I hope this explanation may be entirely satisfactory to 
you. 


Oxrorp, N. C. 


To John A. Gilmer [Jr.]* 


Raxeieu, Apl. 4 1866. 

I tender you the appointment of Adgt. Genl of the Mili- 
tia in this State. 

To enable you to decide whether you will accept the ap- 
pointment I inclose a copy of the Act of our last Genl As- 
sembly. 

If you accept I shall rely on your aid almost exclusively 
in the discharge of my duties as Capt. Genl and Com- 
mander in Chief of the militia in relation to which I 
know little. 

Please answer soon. 


GREENSBORO. 


To General Ruger. 


Rarzian, Apl. 4th 1866. 
On the 21st ult. I had the honor to inquire of you 
whether there would be any objection on your part to my 
proceeding to organise the Militia under an Act of the last 
session of the Genl. Assembly. Having received no an- 
swer, I am proceeding to act in conformity with the pro- 
visions of the Act. 


i A son of John A. Gilmer before-mentioned. He became later a 
Judge of the Superior Court 
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To Col. Charles R. Jones. 
Rarxicu. Apl 4/66. 

Yours of the 31st ult. was reed to-day. 

An act passed the last Session of the Gen] Assembly for 
re-organizing the militia. It re-enacts the Chap. of the 
rev. code entitled militia and authorises the employment 
of the officers appointed in conformity with the ordinance 
of the Convention, in effecting such re-organization. 

I am proceeding to execute this Act. 


WILLIAMSBURGH, IREDELL Co. 


To John Livingston. 
Raveien Apl. 4th 1866. 


Yours of the 24th ult. addressed to me at Asheboro has 
been forwarded to me in this city where I now reside as 
Chief Magistrate of the State. 

My successors at Asheboro are Jackson & Robins, each 
of them a good lawyer and reliable business man. 

Under our laws each County has a County Surveyor 
who is generally well acquainted with all the lands in the 
County. 

This State owns in its most Eastern and South East- 
ern Counties some millions of acres of swamp lands, many 
of them of incredible fertility and some of them having 
large bodies of cypress and juniper and other valuable 
timber on them. They were vested some 40 years ago in 
our board of Literature, of which the Govr. of the State, 
for the time being, is ex-officio chairman. Some of them 
were partially drained some years ago. The soil in many 
of them was analysed by our State Geologist, whose report 
has been published, representing them as not being ex- 
celled in fertility by any lands in the world. In our pros- 
perity they were neglected. The Genl Assembly at its re- 
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cent session, authorised the Board of Literature to sell 
them. The proximity of these lands to the ocean makes 
them very desirable. If your land company would like to 
invest in them, the magnitude of the enterprise would war- 
rant sending a competent agent to report on them. 


New Yorx OCrry. 


To General Ruger. 
Rarerieu, Apl. 4 1866. 

On the 1 Mar. last I addressed a note to you informing 
you that Helsebeck’s horse had been sold at private sale to 
Jno. W. Thomas of Thomasville. 

Helsebeck informs me that Capt. Campbell and Lieut. 
Hendricks sold the horse claimed by Helsebeck and an- 
other, both unbranded, to Thomas at $350. or $375. for the 
pair—Helsebeck’s being the better horse. 

This horse was captured on the 18th January. 

Your order forbidding the further seizure of unbranded 
horses was dated Jan. 12th. 

You will remember that when Helsebeck went to Lex- 
ington intending to buy his horse (knowing no other means 
of regaining possession) he was detained all day under 
promises that the horse would be offered for sale, but at 
night was told he had been paired off with another horse 
and would not be sold. Very soon thereafter he was sold 
at private sale. The facts warrant the suspicion that the 
proceeds of sale were appropriated to the personal use of 
the vendors. 

The old man Helsebeck, I have good reason to believe, 
took no part in the war but opposed it all the time. He 
was despoiled of all his horses, money ,etc. by the U. S. 
troops—is old and very poor. His horse having been cap- 
tured six days after the issue of your order forbidding such 
captures and the circumstances strongly indicating that 
the zeal of the captors looked to their illegal personal gain. 
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I hope a day may be fixed for an investigation of the 
transaction some two weeks hence so that Mr. Helsebeck 
may be notified in time to be present with his evidence at 
such place as you may designate. If it turn out that Capt. 
Campbell and Lieut. Hendricks have wronged Mr. Helse- 
beck I trust they will be required to make reparation. 

If the course proposed be inadmissable, will you allow 
Mr. Helsebeck to bring an action in the Supr. Court of 
law of his County against Capt. Campbell ? 

I would like, if the investigation be accorded, that it 
take place before Genl. Packard. 


To General Ruger. 
Ratrien, Apl. 5 1866. 


Daniel Worth, Company’s Shops, N. C., writes me that 
he purchased last spring a mule, having no brand so far 
as he could see: that he loaned this mule to H. C. Stout, 
who refuses to return the mule because of a notice, from 
Capt. Stone, a copy of which notice I inclose. 

Will you inform me whether this notice still imposes on 
Stout the duty of holding the mule for the U. S.% Stout 
seems to have held this mule about 9 months under color 
of this order. 


From W. H. Bagley to David B. Bullock. 


Raveten, April 5th 1866. 

Your letter to the Governor, of the 29th ultimo, stating 
that you had in your possession a horse given you by an 
impressing officer who had impressed yours—that the 
horse, then in your possession, was impressed from another 
citizen of your County, and requesting an order from his 
Excellency authorizing you to keep him—has been re- 
ceived. 


CORRESPONDENCE OF JONATHAN WortTH. {ASB 


The Governor instructs me to reply, that he has no 
power to issue such an order; that the question of title 
can alone be settled by the Courts, and that, if the horse 
be demanded of you, you had best consult a lawyer. 


TARBORO. 


To Rev. S. H. Helsebeck. 


RareieH Apl. 6/66. 

I inclose copy of communication reed from Genl Ruger. 

I think you had better go at once to Salisbury and see 
Col. Packard. If he shall require other proofs than you 
can make, he will doubtless assign a day and cause the 
witnesses to be summoned whom you may designate. 

As I understand the case it will be necessary for you to 
prove that your father’s horse was one of those sold by 
Capt. Campbell to Mr. Thomas. If you can establish this 
fact I have no doubt Col. Packard will cause justice to be 
done to your father. JI know Col. Packard and believe 
him to be every way a gentleman. 


GERMANTOWN. 


To Dr kh. J. Powell. 


RatricH Apl. 6/66. 


Thos. A. Butler’s petition for pardon—12th exception— 
was forwarded 20th Oct. recommended for pardon and 
has been advertised as granted. He has immediate want 
of it to be exhibited on some trial in Knoxville. Will you 
endeavor to get it and forward it to Jno. Baxter Knox- 
ville—stating to him what fee will satisfy you for your 
trouble ? 


Wasuinaton, D. C. 
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To Tod. R. Caldwell. 
Raxereu, Apl 6 1866. 

Yours of the 3rd inst. has been received. 

Mr. Freeman says the bill to which you refer was en- 
rolled and not ratified. 

I will endorse for you the Engrossing Clerk’s certificate, 
but without the ratification of the Speakers I could not 
certify “that such a law received the sanction of the Leg- 
islature and the State to all intents and purposes and is 
fully pledged to guarantee the payment of the sum therein 
named.” 

I regard the certificates as essential to give it the valid- 
ity of a law. 

I have submitted your letter to R. 8. Donnell and S. F. 
Phillips, each of whom expresses the opinion that the 
bill cannot now be ratified. 

I expect to be absent from the city the early part of 
next week-—will be back on Saturday the 14th. Should 
you need any certificate I can properly make, let Major 
Bagley know and I will forward it to you, to such place 
as you may designate. 


MorGanrton. 


To James R. Love. 


Rarrien, Apl 6 1866. 

Yours of the 22nd ult. without post-mark came to hand 
to-day 

The petition of Thos. A. Butler was forwarded from 
this office on the 20th Sepr. and his pardon recommended. 

An ordinance of the Convention authorised all persons 
to vote in the elections of the 9 Nov. last, whose pardons 
should be announced by the Govr. although the pardon had 
not been reed. A few days before the election upwards of 


500 were announced by the Govr. as having been par- 
doned. 
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I learn from Dr. Powell, Gov. Holden’s agent at Wash- 
ington City, that these pardons were announced by Gov. 
Holden, as soon as they passed the preliminary examina- 
tions of the Atto. Genl. They were not then pardoned. I 
have used in vain every exertion to obtain them. Mr. But- 
ler’s, I presume, has not been granted. 

Dr. Powell lately assured me he would attend to my 
special application. He is not now State agent. I am not 
supposed to appoint one. He told me he would expect 
some pay from those who could pay in convenience and 
that he would charge nothing to others. JI presume he 
eould get Mr. Butler’s pardon on special application. 

I write Dr. Powell to get the pardon and forward it as 
you request to Jno. Baxter, Knoxville. 


ASHEVILLE. 


To Lewis Hanes. 


Raruten, Apl 6th 1866. 

I reed and read with interest and hearty approval the 
first number of yr paper. I have not, seen any of the sub- 
sequent numbers. I inclose $5. for my subscription for 
such time as it will pay. 

I would like to commune with you on the present aspect 
of public affairs. I fear a serious convulsion is about to 
be inaugurated by the radicals, but hope the impregnable 
positions he maintains and his courageous front may keep 
them at bay. 


SALISBURY. 


To Colonel Whittlesey. 
Ratricn, Apl. 7th 1866. 


I have reed to-day from the County atto. of Craven, an 
order addressed to the Sheriff of that County, by G. A. 
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Seely, purporting to be one of your subordinates, in which 
he states that a case is pending in the County Court of said 
County against Sarah Richardson (colored) for selling 
liquor without license. He says “negro testimony not be- 
ing by law admitted, you are informed that the County 
Court will not be permitted to exercise jurisdiction. You 
are therefore directed to suspend any proceedings you may 
have commenced against the deft. and to leave the com- 
plaint for investigation by the proper officer of this Bu- 
reau.” 

Will you please inform me whether his interference 
meets with your approval or not ? 


From William H. Bagley to John A. Gilmer, Jr. 


Rateten, April 7th 1866. 

Under instructions from Governor Worth, I herewith 
forward your commission as Adjutant General of this 
State. You will take and subscribe to the accompanying 
oaths and forward to this office. The Governor directs me 
to say that he does not expect you to reside in Raleigh, 
upon the limited salary attached to the office. When neces- 
sary you can come down to Raleigh upon the summons of 
the Governor.. All orders from you, however, will have 
to be drawn as though issued from your office in this city. 

[P. S.]—The Governor desires that you will mature a 
plan of reorganization of the Militia as soon as practicable, 
and then come to this city. 


To Major Thomas L. Eckert. 


Raxrrien, Apl. 7th 1866. 
Recommendation  [ have a young friend 16 yrs old last February, of most 


of a youth to West 
Point. exemplary character, of excellent parentage and superior 
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inteliigence and good English education who would like to 
be admitted as a cadet at West Point. His father died 
many years ago. His mother is a most excellent lady, 
straitened in point of fortune, lives in this city. 

Is there any possible chance of getting him admitted ? 
He can give the best testimonials from the first men in 
the State. If you can aid me by suggesting the best plan 
of accomplishing the object, or in any other way, you 
will place me under great personal obligations to you. I 
am intimately acquainted with the youth and know him 
to be so deserving, that I shall feel greatly gratified if he 
can be admitted. 

We all feel here that the President’s plan of restoration 
is statesmanlike and wise in reference to the general wel- 
fare of the whole United States, and therefore all classes 
of white people sustain him and all our negroes, who have 
sense enough to understand the subject. 


Wasuineton, D. C. 


To W. L. Steele.* 
Rarxrien, Apl 7th 1866. 


Your petition with upwards of 300 others were found 
on file here by me, and forwarded on the 5th Jan. last 
with my recommendations that the pardons be granted. 
I wrote the Prest that in view of the pardons already 
granted in this State, I could perceive no rule of diserimi- 
nation which would warrant me in rejecting any of them. 
I have assurance that they would be granted from time 
to time, but notwithstanding urgent importunity, none 
have been granted save those to parties who went to Wash- 
ington in person or who employed a special agent to make 


1 Walter L. Steele had been a Democratic member of the Legisla- 
tures of 1846-1850, 1854, and 1856. He was a delegate to the Charles. 
ton and Baltimore Democratic Conventions of 1860. He was later a 
member of the Forty-fifth and Forty-sixth Congresses. 
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special application. If you deem it important to get your 
pardon soon, write to Dr. R. J. Powell or Jno. H. Wheeler 
or other personal friends. Dr. Powell will get it without 
delay if you propose to pay him a moderate fee. 

I know no one who is not ardently for sustaining Prest. 
Johnson, unless it be W. W. Holden. He professes to sus- 
tain him, but the course of his journal sustains Thad. Stev- 
ens & Co. His influence in this State was never at so low 
an ebb—His false representations as to our loyalty does 
us mischief abroad. 


RocKkInGHAM. 


To B. S&S. Hedrick. 
Rateieu, Apl. 9/66. 


The article in the Sentinel on Att. Genl Speed to which 
you refer did not aitract my attention. I had got the im- 
pression that the Att. Gen] did not cordially support the 
president’s plan of restoration. I think there are not now 
and never were any worse disunionists than those who op- 
pose the president. I am glad to learn from your letter 
that Mr. Speed is not a Disunionist. I regard all men who 
now seek to prevent complete restoration either by direct 
means or by the more exceptionable plan of prescribing an 
unconstitutional test oath, as disunionists,—and under the 
circumstances less manly and equally criminal with the 
original Secessionists. I will see Mr. Pell on the subject. 

I do not understand the President’s plan as to pardons. 
His telegram to Gov. Holden immediately after his non- 
election, declaring that the elections in this State had dam- 
aged our chances of restoration which Mr. H. continually 
interprets as having peculiar reference to the Governor’s 
election, warrants the conclusion that the Prest. had much 
confidence in Govr. H.—Gov. H., in Oct. last, officially 
publishes the names of above 500 persons as having been 
pardoned, whereby these 500 persons were entitled to vote 
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under the ordinance of our*Convention, on the 9th Nov. 
last. If the publication was true, why cannot these per- 
sons, six months thereafter, get these pardons? If the 
publication was untrue, how is it that the prospects of the 
State are damaged by the non-election of one who officially 
publishes a falsehood, likely to increase his chances of 
election? These pardons ought to come or Holden to be 
exposed. The 300 which I sent on and which had been 
for months in this office, were probably not embraced in 
the 500 lot, because he could not rely on their voting for 
him. Charity itself could ascribe the discrimination to 
no other motive. I can perceive nothing more that I can 
do after the efforts made by you, Mr. Mason and Gov. 
Swain at my instance, without subjecting myself to the 
imputation of want of proper self respect. Not a single 
pardon has been granted at my instance since I came into 
office. 

A foul murder and robbery was committed in a fre- 
quented street of this city before bed-time a few months 
ago. ‘The murderer was detected and committed to prison 
and escaped. I have reason to believe he is in Springfield, 
O., but I am not sufficiently certain to send after him, until 


I can obtain more reliable information. Can you pro- | 


cure for me, without too much trouble, the name of some 
reliable person in Springfield of whom I may make in- 
quiry. The chief of police, if there be such an officer, 
would be a suitable man. 

Gov. Swain assures me that both you and Mr. Mason 
have done your best to get the pardons and in behalf of 
the petitioners I cordially thank you for your disinterested 
exertion in their behalf. As I have not authority to reward 
you for your trouble I cannot impose on your liberality 
to make a further effort. 

Our construction of the President’s peace proclamation 
is that martial law is at an end in this State and the privi- 
lege of the Writ of Habeas Corpus restored? Is this the 
construction at Washington ? 


Wasuineton, D. C. 
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To J. J. Jackson. 
Rareicu, Apl. 9/66. 


I have a package from Worth & Daniel directed to you 
to my care said to contain $700. in notes of Bk of Fay- 
etteville, sent by Isaac J. to pay debt in that Bank. What 
am I to do with them ? 

We do not know what are to be the effects of the Presi- 
dent’s proclamation of peace. We understand it as put- 
ting an end to martial law and restoring the right of the 
Writ of Habeas Corpus. 

So far I hear of no disposition to bring out a candi- 
date against me. At the May Courts my friends ought 
to pass resolutions endorsing my administration and re- 
commending my re-election. In Chatham I suppose all 
would join in it. All well. 


To J.J. Jackson: 


Raveiau, Apl. 15/66. 

My Council of State confirmed my nominations yester- 
day for a board of Internal Improvement—to-wit, Dr. J. 
G. Ramsay of Rowan and P. H. Winston of Bertie—also 
for Board of Literature, Nereus Mendenhall, H. W. Hus- 
ted and Stephen |D. Pool. 

It was impossible to make these nominations without 
occasioning some dissatisfaction. John D. Whitford who 
is my warm friend and was turned out of the Presidency 
of the Atlantic Road by Holden, was importunate for the 
nomination of a New Bern man on the Internal Improve- 
ment Board. He wanted me to appoint my friend Charlie 
Clark, member elect to Congress. He was my ardent 
friend as against Holden. I declined because I deemed it 
wrong per se and impolitic. There is antagonism. between 
New Bern and Morehead City—and commercial rivalry 
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between New Bern and Wilmington. The appointment 
of Clark would have roused feeling against me in More- 
head City, Wilmington, and on the part of J. M. More- 
head. I deemed it more just and less likely to array feel- 
ing against me to appoint two men of high character, un- 
connected with the rival interests of the State, uninflu- 
enced by local interests. Some dissatisfaction will be felt 
by my New Bern friends, but the plan adopted is right 
and I think will meet general approval. No objection will 
be raised, I think, to Mendenhall, Husted, and Pool [who] 
were old Whigs and what Holden calls latter day war men. 
The straight sect men will not endorse their appointment. 

If any opposition be got up against me, it will come 
from some one who will come out for repudiation of our 
ante-war debt. I believe the great body of the people are 
opposed to paying it. Many very respectable men insist 
that the North, which holds most of it, has demolished our 
wealth by forcing us to emancipate our slaves and by wan- 
ton spoliation not warranted by civilized war,—and thus 
absolved us from any obligation to pay, and they further 
insist that the National taxes will be as much as we can 
pay. The action of Congress is greatly increasing un- 
friendly feeling. If such a man as Gen. Leach should 
take the stump with repudiation for his hobby, it would 
be an exciting contest—but at this time, nothing could be 
more impolitic. Assuming that we never intend to pay, 
policy would require us to withhold the avowal of it till 
our members are admitted into Congress. If we were to 
elect a repudiation Governor, it would shut us out indefi- 
nitely and would furnish an excuse for excessive and dis- 
criminating taxes and burthens. 

At the May court my friends ought to get resolutions 
endorsing my course and nominating me. Will it not suit 
to get Manning and Haughton to put themselves right by 
taking an active part in it? 

Say to Wm. Haughton that I have not considered the 
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matter as to the appointment of directors on the R. R.s 
and cannot now give any assurances to anybody. Much 
sensitiveness prevails and I must withhold any promises 
for the present—but assure him that I will not forget his 
application when the proper time for action shall arrive. 


To Colonel Whittlesey. 
Raxreien, Apl. 16th 1866. 


The bearer Madison complains to me that certain freed- 
men who have squatted on a square of this city belonging 
to the State are disorderly in their conduct. They claim 
to have built on this square under authority of your Bu- 
reau. It is made the duty of the four chief executive offi- 
cers in the Capitol to remove trespassers from the public 
squares and we are not authorized to allow buildings to be 
erected on them. 

If these persons have located on the square under leave 
from you I hope you will hear the bearer’s statement— 
and take such action as you may deem expedient. 


To Z. B. Vance. 

Private. 

-Rarerieu, Apl. 16/66. 

I had decided on accepting the proposal of another man- 
ufacturer of artificial limbs before I reed your letter. Dr. 
Warren never reported any of the effects belonging to his 
department after the surrender of Johnson, as in his cus- 
tody, nor gave any information to aid the State in recover- 
ing any of them. His desertion of yourself while your 
troubles were greatest did not increase the little respect 
I had for him before. His chances would have been bad 
if I had not closed a contract before receiving his proposal, 
but it is sufficient to say the application came too late. 
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I shall always be glad of an opportunity to oblige you 
and hope you will command me accordingly. 


CuartoTtTe, N. C. 


To John D. Whitford. 
Rareieu, Apl 17 1866. 

You will remember that I informed you some weeks ago 
that I proposed to nominate P. H. Winston as one of the 
Board of Internal Improvements. You expressed your 
approval as did also our other friends then present. I 
afterwards obtained his consent to accept the position 
should my nomination be confirmed. 

Owing to the many rivalries and supposed conflicting in- 
terests betwen our Rail Roads and commercial towns, I 
had made up my mind to select as the other member of the 
board a gentleman of undoubted intelligence and standing, 
no way connected with these rival interests, whose decisions 
would be free from suspicion of any other motive excepting 
the promotion of the interests of the State, having due 
reference to the rights and interests of others. If I had 
selected as the second member of the board, a citizen of 
Newbern, Morehead City, or Wilmington or an individual 
largely interested in any one of our works of Internal Im- 
provement it would have given dissatisfaction to the other 
rival towns or roads. In fixing on Mr. Winston and Dr. 
Ramsey I conceive that I exhibit impartiality and give 
nobody cause to complain. 

There are no two men in the State whom I would more 
gladly oblige than yourself and Mr. Clark, but his locality 
and the fact that he holds a commission as a member of 
Congress make it inexpedient that he should accept the 
position of a member of the board of Internal Improve- 
ment and I think the appointment would have excited pre- 
judices injurious both to him and to me. I had fully 
committed myself to the appointment of Mr. Winston and 
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the appointment of both members of the board from the 
East would have occasioned some remark. 

In advance of the meeting of the board, which I think” 
T shall not call till after the meeting of the Convention I 
will gladly hear from you or Mr. Clark or any other citi- 
zen of your section any suggestions you may be willing to 
make in relation to your road,—whom you would deem 
suitable Directors, ete. 


To Thomas M. Holt.* 
Rareien Apl. 17/66. 


Yours of the 16th inst. is received in which you express 
your willingness to accept the appointment of State Direc- 
tor on the N. O.-R. R. 

I have been so pressed with duties requiring immediate 
attention since I entered upon the discharge of the duties 
of my position that I have given no attention to the subject 
of State Directors on our R.Rs., it being some two or 
three months before it will be necessary to act. I am not 
willing now to make any specific promise as to the appoint- 
ment of any Director until I shall look into the matter 
more fully—but can assure you that your claims will re- 
ceive the favorable consideration due to your fitness for the 
position and the friendly personal and political relations 
between us. I have reason to be very grateful to your 
County and yourself and family for the honor they have 
repeatedly conferred on me. 


Haw River. 


1 Thomas M. Holt, a farmer and manufacturer of Alamance. He 
was later for many years president of the State Agricultural Society 
and president of the North Carolina Railroad. He was State senator 
in 1876, and in 1888 was elected lieutenant governor, becoming Goy- 
ernor on the death of Governor Daniel G. Fowle. 
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To John D. Whitford. 


Raxruieu, Apl 17th 1866. 

In determining upon the appointments for the Internal 
Improvement board, the claims of your section and those 
of our friend ©. C. Clark Esqr were fully considered. 
Two reasons influenced our action. In the first place you 
know I had determined to appoint our friend P. H. Wins- 
ton for reasons I had explained to you and which met your 
approval. He being from the East led us to conclude that 
it would be considered improper to appoint another East- 
ern man. Secondly Mr. Clark being elected and holding 
a commission from me as a member of Congress, led to the 
conclusion that it would be inexpedient if not improper, 
to issue upon him another commission. Hence we selected 
a gentleman from the West in whom we had entire confi- 
dence and who will no doubt give satisfaction to our 
friends. 

Please assure our friends that the true interests of your 
road shall be eared for. I shall always be glad to receive 
suggestions from our friends in your section of the State. 
Accept for your self and assure my friend Clark of my 
high regard. 


To B. 8S. Hedrick. 


Rateren, Apl. 18th 1866. 


Yours of the 14th inst is reed. 

T inclose to you as requested the Standard of Oct. 81/65 
containing names of more than 500 names of persons whom 
Goy. Holden certifies had been pardoned. In his issues of 
the 2d and 4th Nov. he certifies some 40 more. I do not 
send the two latter numbers supposing the paper sent will 
answer the purpose. I have withdrawn it from a file I 
am preserving as a curiosity and wish it returned. I could 
not elsewhere procure it. 
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These persons were selected, the Govr. no doubt believ- 
ing they would vote for him, at the election to come off on 
the 9th Nov.—The petitions of 300 others were not sent, 
though most of them had been months on file and were 
petitioners generally because of having held some petty 
office or under the $20,000. clause. I suppose he was not 
willing to trust these 300. 

The list of names ratified as Collectors and assessors for 
this State is improved by the changes made. 

I entertain no doubt that the best interests of the whole 
nation would be prompted by the repeal of the teste oath 
out and out, but members of Congress seem to be governed 
more by hatred to the South than by the noble considera- 
tions which control Statesmen. 


Wasuineron, D. C. 


opie ae aa 


Rateten April 18th 1866. 


I am referred to you by W. C. Dodge, of Washington 
City, as a reliable and suitable man to procure and forward 
to me the information herein asked for. 

Last winter a harmless man was murdered and robbed — 
in a street of this city. It was a diabolical killing to get 
money. The murderer was arrested and committed to jail, 
from which he made his escape some two months ago. I 
heard of him soon after in Petersburg, Va. and sent a 
messenger to arrest and bring him back. The murderer 
had a sister here:who by some means ascertained that her 
brother’s whereabouts was discovered. She got on the R. 
R. in advanee of my messenger and warned her brother 
who left Petersburg before the arrival of my messenger. 

I now have reason to believe that the murderer and his 
sister were recently in your town, probably settled there— 
and possibly passing under assumed names. The sister’s 
real name is Fanny Miller. She is about medium height— 
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black hair—about 25 or 30 years old—good looking— 
speaks very slowly—rosy complexion—always dressed in 
black—wears No. 5 shoes—full lips—nose slightly inclined 
to turn up. 


Her brother the murderer is named Joseph Suge— 
about 5 feet 7 inches high—chunky—red complexion— 
hair very dark—nearly black—hair coarse and straight 
standing straight out from his head—speaks very loud and 
rather drawling—and passed under the name of Smith 
after he left Petersburg—about 19 or 20 years old—gen- 
erally wore soldiers clothes here. He may try to pass as 
U.S. soldier but never was in U. S. army. 

If you can in some private way ascertain whether the 
murderer is in your place or his sister with whom he is no 
doubt in correspondence and communicate the intelli- 
gence to me, I will make a regular demand for him on the 
Goyr. of your State and send a messenger to apprehend 
him. I shall offer a reward for his apprehension. I shall 
be glad to hear from you at an early day. 


SPRINGFIELD, OnIo. 


To M. A. Jobe. 


Rareicu Apl. 18/66. 

If, in your opinion, any thing can be done on my part 
as Governor of the State, to expedite the re-establishment 
of the mails in this State, I will be obliged to you, if, at 
your earliest convenience, you will call upon me and ex- 
plain wherein you may think my co-operation will aid you 
in bringing about this most desirable object. 

Rarzienu, N. C. 
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To General Ruger. 
Rareien, Apl. 19th 1866. 

My leg manufacturers are waiting on me to furnish a 
house in which to commence their operations. 

In view of the contingency that you may decline to 
let us have the buildings on the Baptist Grove lot, occu- 
pied by the Qr. Master’s hands, I have been making a 
tour around the city to see what other building can be had 
which would suit; and find the building occupied as a 
butcher and provision storehouse in the North part of the 
city much more eligible than those on the Baptist Grove 
lot. So much of the building as is South of the main en- 
trance would be quite as much as we would want, leaving 
a large part of the building on the North and which we 
would not need. This property does not belong to the 
State. I understand it was used—perhaps erected, for 
the manufacture of bayonets. 

Can any arrangement be made with you by which the 
State can occupy the building, or so much of it as lies 
South of the main entrance into it 4 


To Dr. P. J. Connor. 


Rarerieu Apl. 19/66. 

Yours of yesterday is received. 

I send you Prof. Emmons Agricultural report covering 
his reports on the Swamp lands of N. C. 

I have not his mineralogical report. I understand it 
can be had of Mr. Pomeroy—Bookseller on Fayetteville 
Street in this city. 

I shall be glad to impart to you any information I can 
in relation to our Swamp lands at any time it may suit 
you to call upon me. 
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To Stephen D. Pool. 
-Rareten Apl. 19th 1866. 


I regret that you cannot be present at the meeting of 
the Board of Literature on to-morrow. The chief busi- 
ness on which the board will be called upon to act to- 
morrow will be the giving of instructions to the State 
Geologist, under the 13 See. Chap. 3 Revised Code. 

The looking after the Swamp lands belonging to the 
State is one of the duties expected of us by the Genl As- 
sembly. If you can make any suggestion in writing as 
to the best course to be pursued in relation to these lands, 
you will much oblige me. 


GOLDSBORO. 


To A. J. Dargan.* 
Raxeicu. Apl. 20th 1866. 


I herewith inclose to you your commission as one of 
my aides. 

As there is little or no complaint against my adminis- 
tration, excepting the murmurings of the Standard, it 
seems to me that the interests of the State will be best sub- 
served in the avoidance of a contest for the Governorship 
next summer, especially as I allowed my name to be used 
last Novr. only upon the most urgent importunity of those 
who believed my name to be the most available one to be 
run against Gov. Holden. 

T heard of one man who supported me last Novr. who 
wishes to have opposition run against me this summer. 

IT am much obliged to you for the.confidence you express 
in my administration and the belief you express that your 
section and County will give me next summer a more 
unanimous vote than they did last Novr. 


1 Atlas J. Dargan, of Anson, was a popular lawyer. He had been 
a member of the Legislature from 1850 to 1860, in 1864, 1866, and 1870- 
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I am in correspondence with the Prest. as to whether he 
considers his peace proclamation as abolishing martial law 
and restoring the right to the Writ of Habeas Corpus. I 
hope to have his answer by Monday next. 


ASHEBORO. 


To Dr. W. H. Wheeler. 4 
Ravreieu, Apl. 20/66. 

The merits of the Palmer and Jewett leg seemed to me 
so nearly equal, my judgment inclining to the latter, | that | 
I got Goy. Swain who went to Washington on a State busi- 
ness lately, to make inquiry into their relative merits. He 
and Gov. Graham, after what they deemed the necessary 
inquiries, advised me to adopt the Jewett proposition, and 
I have entered into a contract accordingly. If I could 
have felt assured as you do, that “there is no better limb 
manufactured in the world than the Palmer leg,” your 
wishes would have been decisive with me in making my 
election. I deem Jewett’s preferable and I get it $5. per 
leg cheaper than Palmer’s offer. I am truly sorry that the 
responsibility was thrown upon me to decide this matter. 
There are so many manufacturers of merits apparently so 
nearly equal, that I have had great difficulty in deciding 
among them. After making my decision Marks’s leg was 
exhibited to me, which is cheaper and I believe more use- 
ful than any of them. 

I am in correspondence with the President in relation 
to his interpretation of his peace proclamation. I hope to 
have his answer soon. I hope he designed it to put an 
end to the martial law in this State and to restore the 
right to the Writ of Habeas Corpus. 
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To Andrew Johnson. 


Rareren, Apl. 20th 1866. 
SiR 


I beg leave again to bring to your attention and ask your 
favorable consideration of the application of Mr. George 
Davis, of Wilmington in this State to be pardoned for or 
on account of his complicity with the late revolutionary or 
rebellious action of the Southern States. 

From the statements of citizens of Wilmington in whom 
I have entire confidence, I learn that Mr. Davis while a 
prisoner at Fort LaFayette during the past year, preferred 
his petition to your excellency, praying for a pardon and 
also for a release from his then confinement: and that your 
excellency was graciously pleased to grant his prayer so 
far as to relieve him from actual imprisonment. Since 
that time Mr. Davis has been in Wilmington on his parole 
and I am well assured he is altogether and in all respects 
a true and loyal citizen and firm and decided in his sup- 
port of the government of the United States. 

He is a gentleman of great purity of life and of most 
conservative devotion to the laws, and these characteristics, 
added to his high standard of integrity and Honor, afford 
the strong guaranty of his faithful adherence to the sol- 
emn oaths he has taken to support, protect and defend the 
Constitution of the United States and the Union of the 
States thereunder. 

Mr. Davis has but little property except a very ordinary 
dwelling house in Wilmington and that is in the posses- 
sion of the Freedman’s Bureau. He has a family of six 
children not long since deprived by death of their mother, 
and he and his children are without a home, and are now 
really living by the charity of others. 

Believing Mr. Davis to be in all respects a fit subject of 
that clemency which has characterised your action as Pres- 
ident of the United States, I would most respectfully and 
earnestly invoke its exercise in his behalf. 
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To B. S. Hedrick. 
Rareien, Apl. 20th 1566. 

Yours of the 16th inst is received. 

Please send me by mail, the pardons to which you re- 
fer, when obtained—and accept from me and the parties 
pardoned sincere thanks for the zeal and trouble you have 
exhibited in obtaining them. 

A party here whose name was published as being par- 
doned just before the election of the 9th Nov. last, told me 
yesterday that he had recd his pardon, and that it was 
dated Mar, 6th 1866. This was Mr. Blount of this city. 
The publication of the 500 or 600 pardons just before the 
election, is an incredible instance of official villainy on the 
part of our patriotic and noble Govr., as the Chronicle de- 
nominates him. The Prest. and the public ought to un- 
derstand it. J had supposed, after the publication officially 
made by Gov. Holden, that the Prest. could issue them 
without prejudice to him—It seems from your letter that 
he cannot. 

It is difficult for me out of some 800 names to call out 
those whose cases are more urgent than others. It seems 
to me that those who petitioned under the 13th Section 
and as petty office holders, ought to have their pardons is- 
sued at once. When they know that R. R. Bridgers, Wil- 
ham Johnston, Weldon N. Edwards, N. Woodfin and others 
who were conspicuous Secessionists have been pardoned— 
When they know that W. W. Holden who for years had 
done more than any other citizen of North Carolina to 
teach Secession and alienate and demoralize our people, 
are pardoned, the poor Union men who held a petty office 
to keep out of the war feel the discrimination against them. 
I do not object to these pardons, much as I abhor and al- 
ways abhorred disunionists, North and South. No good 
can come from keeping up animosities: but the apparent 
discrimination is impolitic. I do not entertain the idea 
that the Prest. intends to make such discrimination, but 
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the practice of yielding special pardons to those who are 
able to incur the expense of going to Washington in per- 
son or procuring an influential friend to get the pardons 
for them, while the more humble and generally less guilty 
are left unpardoned, is not right to occasion dissatisfaction. 
The whole list of petty office holders and petitioners under 
the 13th Exception should be culled out and pardoned at 
once. The radicals can injure the Prest. more by dwelling 
on the discrimination, than by referring to a large num- 
ber of pardons granted, based upon a general rule. 

I had oceasion yesterday to make the rounds of this city 


looking for a suitable building for our leg shop. I was. 


annoyed to find all the extensive public buildings—the 
Govr’s mansion and out-buildings, the fair ground build- 
ings, enormous houses erected during the war for hos- 
pitals, Quarter Master’s Store, manufacture of arms, ete. 
oecupied by the military. Nothing can be more absurd 
than the enormous expense of keeping this military estab- 
lishment Nobody in N. C. thinks of resisting the Govt. 
any more than he does of making a trip to the moon. It 
produces disgust and ridicule from all classes—even from 
the better class of negroes.— 

The contrast Forney draws, in the article to which you 
call my attention, between Holden and me, in N. C., 
would produce only a hearty laugh. Ignorant indeed are 
the people to whom such stuff can be acceptable. 


Wasuineron, D. C. 


To William B. Buchanan. 
Rareicnu, Apl. 20th 1866. 


I have applied to Gov. Holden to enable me to answer 
your inquiry of the 28th ult. He says nothing was offi- 
cially promised to the justices for administering the am- 
nesty oath and therefore nothing can be paid until the 
Genl Assembly or Congress shall provide for it. 


Grassy OrrrK P. O., Mircuett Co. 
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To Nereus Mendenhall. 


Rareien Apl. 21 1866. 


A majority of the Literary Board failed to attend yes- 
terday. A State Geologist has lately been appointed. He 
acts under the directions of the Board of Literature. It is 
important to have an early and full meeting. We are ex- 
pected to give special attention to the Swamp lands belong- 
ing to this State. 

It is desirable that the State Geologist explain and at- 
tract attention to our mineralogical resources. Whether 
his first attention will be directed to Swamp lands or min- 


-eralogy will be a subject for our consideration. I have ap- 


pointed next Friday—April 27th—for a meeting of the 
board. The business will probably require a sitting of 
two days. I beg that you will not fail to attend. 


GREENSBORO. 


To Nereus Mendenhall. 


Rareien, Apl 23/66. 

Yours of the 20th to my private Secty who is absent 
from the city is reed. The State Geologist acts under the 
direction of the Board of Literature. It is very important 
to have an early meeting to give instructions. The State 
Swamp lands and mineralogy of the West are the two im- 
portant matters requiring attention. To which of them 
shall we first require his attention ? 

I notified you by letter of the 21st inst. sent to you 
under cover of a letter to Cyrus P. Mendenhall, not being 
sure to what post-oftice to direct a letter to you, that we 
failed to get a quorum of the board last Friday and that 
I have fixed 11 o’clock A. M. next Friday for a meeting. 
I hope you will attend. We can get through in two days. 
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My plans are not well digested and hence I particularly 
desire the aid of the board. 

I would explain more at large if the pressure of my ad- 
ministrative duties would allow. 


New GarvEN. 


To Thomas L. Vaal. 


Rareien Apl. 23/66. 

Yours without date, post-marked Charlotte, N. C. Apl 
22 came to hand to-day. A petition is placed on the books, 
written I. L. Vail Mecklenburg appears to have been sent 
off by the Provl Govr. on the 28th Dee. with his favorable 
recommendation. This was a few days after he was noti- 
fied that he was relieved as Provl Govr. 

No answer has been received. If you will write to Gov. 
Holden’s agent at Washington City, Dr. R. J. Powell, and 
promise to pay him something if you are willing to do so, 
I think you will get your pardon promptly. I am doing 
all I can, but the pardons come slowly. I observe that 
every one who goes on or makes application through a 
special agent gets his pardon. 


Provipenct, Mecxiensure Co. 


To B. 8. Hedrick. 


taLEIGH, Apl. 23rd 1866. 

Yours of the 21st inst is reed. I am truly obliged to 
you for the interest you constantly exhibit in the affairs 
of your native State. 

Not wishing to tax you too much I addressed to my 
friend Major Thos. L. Eckert Asst. Sec. of War, on. the 
7th inst. a letter making inquiry whether there is any 
chance now for this State to have a cadet admitted to West 
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Point. He has not answered. I may have misdirected 
my letter or he rnay not still be in office. 1 think he would 
have answered if he had received it. 

The youth for whom I wished to get a place is Perrin 
Busbee, of ‘this city, grand-son of Mrs. Taylor, of this 
city, whom you may know. He is a most exemplary youth, 
of superior intelligence. His father died many years ago, 
and his mother, a most excellent lady, by devoting herself 
to teaching is struggling to educate her children. He is 16 
years old. I shall be truly gratified if it be possible, to 
get him into West Pt. He and his family are well known 
and much beloved and esteemed and his application can 
be backed by any of the prominent men of the State. From 
his age and the fact that his mother and grand-mother were 
both widows long before the war, there can be no objec- 
tion to him growing out of the war. 

Will you make inquiry whether any one can be reed 
from N. C. and if so, what steps must be taken to effect 
the object. 

Wasuineton, D. C. 


To John Pool. 


Rareien, Apl. 23rd 1866. 

In the absence of Major Bagley I open and read letters 
addressed to him, most of which relate to the duties of this 
office. In this way I have just read yours to him, of the 
13th postmarked the 16th inst. which came to hand this 
morning. 

You express views in relation to the summer canyass 
which I do not understand. You say that “good policy 
requires that those who were prominent in the rebellion 
should stand aside, for the present and that a distinct issue 
should be made on this in the summer elections.” That 
you “very much regret that I did not enable you,” (re- 
ferring to the conversation between us at my house when 
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you were last here) to put the matter beyond all question 
that only one candidate would be in the field for Govr. 
this summer’”—that you were sorry to see that my recent 
appointments were such as to make success in this still 
more doubtful.” You speak of me as the “leader of an 
organization of the leading war men as in the last elec- 
tion,” and add “if this is not ignored by him, they will 
run a candidate and conduct a most determined and 
thorough canvass,” ete. “In it they will have the Presi- 
dent with them.” 

I do not know whom you embrace among those ‘‘promi- 
nent” in the rebellion. Does this classification embrace 
every body who was a member of the Convention of 1861— 
Every body who was a member of the Confederate Con- 
gress—every one who took the oath to support the Consti- 
tution of the Confederate States—every one who opposed 
Secession up to the 38rd May 1861, but afterwards sus- 
tained the South by arms or otherwise. I do not know 
from what class my organization must be made to be such 
as would conform to your ideas of “good policy.” It ap- 
pears that my nominations thus far do not conform to 
them. 

I cannot suppose you refer to Dr. Ramsey or P. H. 
Winston whose political antecedents and present views con- 
form exactly with yours and mine, so far as I know, save 
only as to the expediency of electing Govr. Holden as civil 
Govr. 

I cannot suppose that you refer to my nomination of 
Supervisor of the Lunatic Asylum, as surely nobody fit for 
the position would desire it. The appointment imposes 
onerous duties—and has no pay or power which would 
make any body seek it. Did your plan contemplate an 
inquiry into the political antecedents of men appointed to 
execute a public charity. The act authorising me to ap- 
point them contemplated the appointment of men resident 
in or near the city. I looked only for men distinguished 
for benevolence, business capacity, and fitness for the dis- 
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charge of their duties. Govr. Bragg was a reluctant Seces- 
sionist. Mr. Mordecai, what the Standard calls a latter 
day war man—Mr. Dewey and Dr. E. Burke Haywood 
were not politicians and I did not know when I appointed 
them and don’t now know their political antecedents. I 
know the former is a good accountant and the latter is an 
eminent physician, respected by his professional brethren, 
and every body else whom I ever heard speak of him. 
Whether he voted for me or Mr. Holden I don’t know. Mr. 
Solby is an old uniform ante-secession Whig. They repre- 
sent the Episcopal, Methodist and Presbyterian churches. 
There ought, in my opinion, to be no objection to these 
men. 

My Literary Board consists of Messrs. Mendenhall of 
Guilford—a consistent Quaker who presides over the 
Quaker School at New Garden, and Major Husted of this 
city, and Stephen D. Pool. The two latter, I understood, 
were old Whigs—never Secession—but strong for the war, 
after war came. All men of probity and intelligence and 
whom I have selected because I thought them fit for the 
positions. I think all of them voted for me. 

The State Geologist—Mr. Kerr—was an old Whig— 
could take the test oath, I think. I never inquired and 
don’t know whether he voted for me or Holden. 

The keeper of the Capitol whom I re-appointed voted 
for Holden. I remember no other appointments, except- 
ing Messrs. Ferebee and Smith to examine into the affairs 
of the A. & [N.] C. Road. The former was Mr. Holden’s 
Director. Both were appointed because I had confidence in 
their fitness for the position. I have not heard of a man 
or paper which objected to these appointments, excepting 
the Standard, until I saw your letter. 

Quite a number of ‘Directors on the works of Internal 
Improvement are to be made. These are the most im- 
portant appointments over which JT have any authority. I 
appointed Ramsey and Winston, because from their lo- 
cation, they could not be suspected of favoring any of 
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the rival works or towns and because from their known 
character for intelligence and fairness I hoped to have 
their co-operation in selecting good directors. All these 
officers, I believe, were Holden men. None of them will 
be displaced by me on that account, but some of them 
are mere partizans and not selected in reference to their 
fitness for the positions. There are several of them whom 
I will displace, if I can, to fill the places with better men. 

I have no unkind feeling towards any body who voted 
against me and I intend to demonstrate it in the appoint- 
ment of Directors. 

I have always had profound political abhorrence for 
disunionists—whether North or South and no hope of 
political preferment has hitherto restrained or shall here- 
after restrain me from so expressing myself on all fit oc- 
easions. I always abhorred the Northern quite as much 
as the Southern disunionist—the latter being now im- 
potent and the former in power I will not disguise that 
my affection for the Northern Disunionist has not grown 
any of late. If favors are to be bought by bowing the 
suppliant knee to the Northern disunionist, now that he 
has his foot on the neck of his vanquished foe, I am not 
the man to make the purchase. 


You seem to apprehend that Govr. Graham has an un- 


due influence over me. This may be so. It is certain 
that I know no one whom I esteem higher for wisdom and 
virtue and manliness—none who despises more cordially 
the artifices of the demagogue: but I am unconscious of 
being influenced by any thing but my conviction of right 
and wrong. 

You say to Major Bagley that he may show me your let- 
ter—You say “his (my) election was considered a politi- 
eal success of the war man, as an organized party, running 
him (me) for availability only.”—This is the most sur- 
prising part of a letter, all of which is an enigma to me. 
This is the slander of Holden and his personal admirers. 
I did not expect you to say it to me—especially in the 
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face of the votes of Guilford, Forsythe, Iredell, Anson, 
Montgomery, Stanley, Richmond, Camden, Gates and 
Rowan, Halifax, Hertford and other counties of steadfast 
union proclivities. Yow personally know that the indi- 
viduals most active in inducing me to be a candidate, were 
Phillips, Turner, Clark, Winston, Polk, Rush, of Ran- 
dolph, Russell of Brunswick, Starbuck, Lash, Cowper, 
Spencer of Montgomery, Wright of New Hanover, and 
others of like stamp. Many of the Secession Counties 
voted for me as a choice of evils. Not one of the Seces- 
sion counties West of the mountains voted for me. The 
most constant Union men of the State supported me gen- 
erally. Bertie, Northampton, Randolph, and Beaufort 
are conspicuous exceptions, the reason of which no one 
understands. 

I have no time to say more if I would. 

I supported you with as much zeal and success in my 
County for Govr. as you opposed me in yours. Each of 
us, I believe, acted from a sense of patriotic duty—Con- 
sequently I favored your election to the Senate of the 
U.S. afterwards. It seems my course as Govr. does not 
meet your approval and I shall expect, if a candidate next 
summer, to find you acting on your convictions of duty. 
Nothing has governed my action hitherto but a desire to 
promote the interests of the State and no other motive 
shall control my conduct hereafter. If you mean that 
my chances for re-election depend on showing special favor 
to the men who voted against me in the last election, I 
wish it understood that I cannot buy the favor at this 
price.—Many of them are good men:—These will receive 
due consideration from me. 


WINDsoR. 
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To B. 8. Hedrick. 


Raregicu, Apl. 25th 1866. 

The writer of the within is on his way to N. Y.—will 
réturn and stop to see you some 10 days hence. He filed 
his petition under the first exception, having held a petty 
county office. There seems to be very special reasons why 
he needs an immediate pardon. Will be much obliged if 
you can get his pardon so as to hand it to him on his re- 
turn through your city. 

[P. S.]—I incelose a letter of Gov. Holden’s to Mr. 
Matthews on the subject. He is from Gaston. I presume 
you will find his name in the Standard I sent you. 


Wasuinerton, D. C. 


To John A. Gilmer. 

Confidential. 

Rateicu, Apl. 25th 1866. 

If you can find time to give me the aid of your advice 
as to the appointment of State Directors I shall be much 
obliged to you. If you shall be coming down here, call on 
me: if not, write me. 

I shall take no action until June. J. Turner wants to 
be President and promises, if appointed, to devote his at- 
tention to the road: I know that Webb wants to be re- 
appointed. 

I want to appoint a set of Directors fit to manage the 
road. 


GREENSBORO. 


ToZ. B. Vance. 
Confidential. 


Rarzicu, Apl. 25/66. 
Promise to appoint 
Turner President 


Jo. Turner, for like reasons as yourself, made to me an 6f'toad prevents 


6 ° + appointment of 
application through Berry of Orange for the same posi- Vance. 
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tion you seek, some weeks ago,—and not knowing of your 
wish for the place and believing Jo. Turner would make 
a good officer, I promised to favor his application on con- 
dition he would devote his attention to the Road. 

Why would not the Presidency of the Western N. C. R. 
R. suit you? It may be that the man who was displaced 
by Caldwell ought to be re-instated. I don’t propose to 
call my board of Internal Improvement till June, when 
the Convention is sitting—and have been so incessantly 
harrassed by pressing business that I have scarcely given 
a thought to the important duty of appointing directors 
on our roads. Shall be much obliged to you for any sug- 
gestion you may be willing to make me. 

Whom would you appoint a Director in Davidson ? 

Whom in Wake—and Johnston ? 


CHARLOTTE. 


Rareieu, April 25th 1866. 

I shall not favor the re-appointment of Tod. R. Caldwell 
or Mr. Boyden,—because I think the State’s interests will 
be better promoted by the appointment of others. Al- 
though I do not like the polities of Bridgers I believe he 
is the best Prest. that Road has had for many years—and 
I think I shall favor his re-appointment. The competi- 
tors on the Atlantic Road, I suppose, will be Whitford and 
Thomas. J have no partiality for either. It will em- 
barrass me much. I have much need of information—will 
see Judge Ruffin—and will gladly hear from you any thing 
you may be willing to say in writing or verbally—shall 
not convene my Board till June, during sitting of Conven- 
tion—I am overtaxed with work. 


1 First page missing, 
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To John M. Morehead. 
Confidential. 


Rareiex, Apl. 25th 1866. 

I thank you for your suggestions in your letter of the 
20th inst. post-marked 24th. 

The appointing of Directors on our Roads is my most 
important duty and is most embarrassing to me, because 
of want of information. I presume most of the present 
incumbents were appointed, not in reference to their fit- 
ness—but on account of their loyalty to Holden. Some 
of them may be fit men. If so, I think policy and duty 
would require that some of them be retained—but I have 
not decided whom I will retain or whom I will appoint. 
I have been excessively annoyed already by importuni- 
ties. I have committed myself to nobody—but there are 
a few things which are pretty well settled in my mind. I 
think suitable men may be found of different stripe. I 
am sure there were some very good men Old Union demo- 
erats and Whigs who did not vote for me. I think it would 
be wrong and impolitic to seem to proscribe them. I would 
like to appoint some of them. The ultra war. men, in 
view of their own and the State’s interests had better re- 
main in the back-ground for the present. I may be jus- 
tified in appointing a very few of them, in such counties 
as Warren and Franklin. 

I had about decided to appoint Genl Means of Cabarrus, 
and Jo. Turner of Orange, on the N. C. R. R.—Wiley 
Jones on the R. & G. R. KR. J. M. Parrot on the Atlantic. 
I have not fixed on any other names. What say you to 
these ? 

On the Atlantic Road I shall be unable to give satis- 
faction, I fear. How would it do to nominate Whitford 
and Thomas both? Whom could I nominate with them 
whose interest in the road and elevated character would 
insure fair dealing and the good management of the Road ? 
You ought to be one. Would you prefer the appointment 
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from the State or the Stockholders? I would like to have 

a full conference with you. I shall take no action till 

June. I have not appointed a day for the meeting of the 

board. When you are next here make it convenient to 

dine with me and give me the benefit of a full conference. 

I am constantly oppressed with administrative duties. 
GREENSBORO. 


To General Ruger. 
Rareicu, Apl 26/66 
Please do me the favor to read enclosed letter from Judge 
Brooks—and enable me to answer. Major Bagley my 
private secretary is absent. I wish to have Judge Brooks’ 
letter returned. 


To Andrew Johnson. 


Rareien, Apl. 26th 1866. 


On coming into office as Civil Govr. for N. C. I found 
many petitions for pardon which had been filed from time 
to time since June last. I inclose a list of those filed 
under the 1st and 13th exceptions, which I forwarded on 
the 5th of January last or soon afterwards with my rec- 
ommendation that the petitioners be pardoned. 

If your Excellency will order these pardons to be placed 
in the hands of B. S. Hedrick to be forwarded to me, you 
will do nobody any detriment and greatly oblige the peti- 
tioners and your obt. Servt. 


To James H. Everett. 


Rateien Apl. 26/66. 
I have not the power to change the stock you have lately 
purchased in the Atlantic Road. You will apply to the 
Secretary of the Company. 
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I thank you for the friendly expression of your regard. 

So far as I have heard there is no popular wish in any 
County in the State to have out opposition to me this sum- 
mer, but there are several gentlemen who would run, if en- 
couraged. Mr. Settle and Genl Leach are spoken of. The 
latter is anxious to run. 


GOLDSBORO. 


To Mrs. E. Emmons. 


Rareieu, April 28th 1866. 

The works of your late lamented husband Dr. Emmons, 
as Geologist for this State, from 1858 to the time of his 
death, had not been reported by him as ready for publica- 
tion. In the latest report from him which I have found, 
addressed to Goy. Ellis and published in 1861, he speaks 
of having visited Jackson, Macon and Cherokee—also of 
report then in his hands, made by his assistant, Mr. Smith 
of Franklin, to which he proposed to make additions. He 
says ‘A series of reports was undertaken last spring, which 
have resulted in the publication of three only. It was esti- 
mated that sufficient matter had accumulated to make 
about 12 or 1300 octavo pages, embracing subjects relating 
to the agriculture of the midland, western and mountain 
Counties: the mining resources of the mountain Counties, 
and additional facts relative to the mineral resources of 
Deep River and the Midland Counties, together with a 
report on the grape, which is peculiar to a section which 
we may properly call the wine district of N. C.” 

Of these 1200 or 1300 pages only about 300 have been 
printed. The rest of the matter together with certain maps 
which he was making or had finished, has not come to the 
possession of the State. Dr. Kerr and myself have made 
efforts without success to get these valuable papers through 
the agency of your son. He fails to furnish them or any 
satisfactory reason for his omission to do so. 
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As the State has made a large expenditure for which 
she will have reed no benefit, if these documents be not 
turned over, I hope you will communicate this letter to 
the personal representative of Dr. Emmons and use your 
influence to have them so turned over. If you cannot com- 
ply with this request, will you please inform me who is 
the executor or administrator of Dr. Emmons in this 
State. 


Rozseson P. O., Brunswick Co. 


To J. Turner, Jr. 


Rarerieu Apl. 28/66. 
P. B. Ruftin’s petition was forwarded Oct. 20/65 with 
recommendation that he be pardoned. The pardon has not 
been granted. Upon special application of some member 
of Congress or other influential individual, it would be 
granted. I am doing my best for all. I can’t make special 
appleations unless for special reasons. 


HiILusporo. 


To A. G. Foster. 


Rareieu, Apl 28th 1866. 

My duties regular and anomalous deny me time to cor- 
respond with my personal or political friends to any con- 
siderable extent. I learned by a letter from J. J. Jack- 
son that he had information from you that Genl Leach 
would probably be my competitor for Govr. next Aug. I 
since learn from J. W. Thomas that your suspicions were 
well founded—at least to the extent that he will run with 
very little—perhaps without any encouragement. 

The virtue and intelligence of the State and of all po- 
litical parties is for me and I doubt whether Genl Leach 
could get the support of a single news-paper in the State. 
I know however that his demagogue arts unrestrained by 
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any scrupulousness and the indefatigable canvass he would 
make, might make a big impression: I cannot believe a 
successful one. If he run, he would rely much on a big 
hift from Randolph and Davidson. Gov. Graham sug- 
gested lately that my friends, at the May Courts, ought to 
pass resolutions nominating me. It has struck me if this 
suggestion were managed well in Randolph and Davidson, 
Leach would not run. 

In Randolph Joel Ashworth and Blount and Dr. Black, 
after perceiving here the estimation in which I am held 
in other parts of the State, I think decided on supporting 
me next summer. They would like to make peace with 
my friends by putting their opposition to me last Novr. 
on the grounds of temporary expediency. I think it can 
be easily managed to get all three of them to take a promi- 
nent part in nominating me. You would have to prepare 
the resolutions.—Through Nat. Steed or other suitable 
agency, you could get each of them to take part—probably 
by making speeches in favor of the resolutions. This need 
not to commit you to support their re-election—but will 
make the ticket which may be run for the Genl A. in Ran- 
dolph, a unit as to the Governor’s election. Leach will be 
at Court—but I don’t believe he can defeat this scheme,— 
and if it succeed, it will defeat him. Col. Rush and Shff 
Rush will co-operate with you. If you can carry out this 
suggestion in Randolph—and something of like character 
in Davidson, which you and Mr. Hanes will best know 
how to manage, it will stop Leach from getting up a 


tempest. 


I would commune with you on public affairs but have 


not time to-day. 

If Genl. L. don’t run I am pretty certain no opposition 
will be got out. Jno. Pool is restless—and would get up 
a contest if he could contrive one to enure to his benefit. 
J think he can’t manage it. Genl Leach is the only man 
in the State who wishes to run against me. 


THOMASVILLE. 
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To B. 8S. Hedrick. 
Rareien Apl. 30th 1566. 
For the very special reasons assigned by Mr. Murphey 
in inclosed papers I hope his pardon may be obtained 
without delay. The books of this office show that his peti- 
tion was recommended and forwarded by Gov. Holden on 
31 Oct. last. 


Wasuineton, D. C. 


ToB. 8. Hedrick. 
Rareieu, Apl. 30th 1866. 

You inquire whether you shall send pardons to me or 
to the parties—when you get them. If not too much 
trouble to you I would much prefer that you send them 
direct to the parties. I heretofore asked that they be sent 
to me, because I thought the mailing of them would be 
too much trouble to you—and I was not aware they could 
be franked. 


Wasuinaton, D. C. 


To J. A. Worth. 


Rareteu, Apl 30/66. 


I was not aware that the U. S. Collector of the land tax 
was annoying you. I am glad you paid the taxes. You 
say you paid on one tract Jno. McNeill Senr. and two 
tracts Jno. McNeill jr. Your receipts will show how this 
is. I presume Roxana will have money and can pay you 
on her return from Wilmington. If not draw on me at 
sight. I can settle with Roxana when I see her. 

Duncan Shaw is much mistaken in supposing me pledged 
to negro suffrage. I have made no such pledge, but the 
oxact reverse. I suppose what he means is that I am in 
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favor of allowing them to testify. This is true. All fair 
minded men will be for it as soon as they understand it. 


FAYETTEVILLE. 


To Mrs. J. J. Blankard. 
Rareieu Apl 30th 1866. 


Your telegram notifying me that a committee has at 
its disposal ten thousand dollars for this State from the 
Southern relief fair was duly reed, in which you ask 
whether it will be advisable to send money or provisions. 

My personal opinion is that your benevolence will be 
most effectual by sending a large part of the amount in 
provisions, but it ought to be settled in advance how much 
of it should be stopped at our seaports—and what portions 
should be sent to the interior. This would require a more 
thorough knowledge of the urgent needs of the different 
parts of the State than I now have. I venture to suggest 
as the best means of diffusing judicially your noble bene- 
faction among the needy of this State, the constitution of 
the clergymen of this city a committee to act as your 
agents. 

Your telegram does not warrant the foregoing sugges- 
tion. It simply asks whether it would be advisable to 
send provisions or money. If you have decided on your 
plan of distributing your munificent benefaction, you will 
please excuse this suggestion. 

In behalf of the many among us whom the war has 
left destitute, I make my most profound acknowledgment 
to the benevolent ladies who conceived and carried out 
this noble scheme of charity. 


Acknowledging 
relief fund, 


~ Bawutimore, Mp. 
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To B. 8S. Hedrick. 
Rareiecn May 1/66. 


The inclosed petition of Mr. 8. E. Loftin was filed in 
this office in July 1865. It had no oath attached and 
was filed away where it did not attract my attention till 
very recently. When I found it I notified Mr. Loftin and 
he sent me the oath of 5 Decr. 1865, which is attached to 
the petition. 

I have recd to-day your views as to the new plan of re- 
construction and the Chronicle. Being overwhelmed with 
administrative duties I must postpone an answer to your 
observations until I can more deliberately consider the 
subject. 


Wasuinerton, D. C. 


To P. H. Winston. 
Rarereu, May 2/66. 


I thank you for accepting the appomtment of member 
of the board of Internal Improvement. 

I propose to invite Dr. Ramsey to meet us during the 
sitting of the Convention. I prefer to postpone the meet- 
ing until near the close of the session of the Convention, 
assuming that this will be sometime in June. 

It will be a matter of much difficulty to make proper ap- 
poitments of Directors of the several works of Internal 
Improvements, without producing much dissatisfaction. 

The primary consideration, in my judgment, will be 
the selection of men who will manage these works ju- 
diciously—and secondly to avoid a ferment of discontent. 

Webb, Jo. Turner, Vance and perhaps others want the 
Presidency of the N. C. R. R. I think Boyden will not 
ask re-appointment. If he does, it will not do to re- 
appoint him. He has neglected the duties of his position. 
Such is the universal sentiment of the stockholders. 
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Tod Caldwell has been so malignant a Holden man that 
our friends would revolt at his re-appointment. 

Whitford and his Newbern friends will regard us as 
guilty of treason to our party, if we do not dis-place 
Thomas and re-appoint him—while Morehead City and 
Govr. Morehead will insist that we will sacrifice the in- 
terests of the State to party and Newbern, if we re-appoint 
Whitford. 

Bridgers who is probably the best R. R. Prest. in the 
State, was a fire-eater. 

I know nothing as to the combinations on the A. & C. 
Canal. My information at present leads me to the con- 
clusion that Parks must be dis-satisfied. 

I drop these hasty suggestions for your consideration. I 
rely much on the advice of yourself and Dr. Ramsey. 

Mr. Pool, as I think, deems me in the way of his re- 
election to the Senate, and will manoeuver to get up op- 
position to me to effect his personal objects. He regards 
his position and Gov. Graham’s as antagonistic and truly 
considers me as coinciding with Graham rather than with 
him. JI think he will go for any body against me. He 
contemplates some big move on the political chess-board 
which I do not understand save that it looks to placing him 
in the ascendant.—Genl Leach desires to oppose me ;—on 
what other issue save demagogueism I do not know. I 
know no one who will favor his pretensions except Pool, 
who will favor him or not as he deems such contest as 
beneficial or otherwise, to him. 

This hasty sketch is confidential. 


[P. S.J—I shall rely much on your advice as to R. 
& G. R. R. The competing candidates for the presidency 
will be Hawkins and Lassiter. 


WInpsor. 
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To W. F. Crag. 
Ravercu May 4th 1866. 


Duplicate Coms have been issued as requested in yours 
of the 21st ult. to Chas. Mackey and Isaac A. Reed. 

I am truly gratified to learn from your letter that your 
people are not likely to suffer for the necessaries of life 
and that the freedmen are doing well with the exception 
of indolence—a feature in the character of the African 
for which he should no more be held responsible than the 
leopard is for his spots. It is his nature. 

I am truly gratified that my administration has been 
thus far satisfactory to the people of McDowell. The diffi- 
culty of steering the ship before the political storm has 
fully subsided, are, as you know, very great. If the peo- 
ple of McDowell, a majority of whom did not concur in 
my election to my present position, approve my actions, I 
accept it as gratifying evidence of-their candor. I used 
none of the arts of the demagogue to be made Govr and 
intend to deserve the confidence reposed in me. 


Marton 
To David Cobb. 
Rareren May 4th, 1866. 
Reply to request Yours of the 1st inst. is reed. 
for interpretation : 
a Be The ordinance of the Convention of the 19th Oct. last, 


declares “that all debts and obligations created or incurred 
by the State, in aid of the late rebellion, directly or indi- 
rectly, are void.” This ordinance is silent as to debts 
created by the counties. It is a question of construction 
whether these County debts, created by virtue of acts of 
the Gen] Assembly, for the support of the families of in- 
digent soldiers, are repudiated by this ordinance. The 
Convention may make this clear; or it may be settled by 
the judiciary. It is clear to me that the County Courts 
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had better wait for future developments before making 
provision for the payment of these debts. My opinion 
as to the probable decision of the Judiciary on this ques- 
tion of construction would be of no value to you, even if 
I had a very decided conviction. 

My judgment is very decided that it is inexpedient now 
for the County Courts to take any steps in the matter. 


TARBORO. 


To W. H. Seward. 
Raxeicu, May 4 1866. 
Sir 


In compliance with your Telegram of the 2nd inst. re- 
questing me to send you ‘“‘copies of any Acts of the Leg- 
islature of this State on the subject of freedmen, the aboli- 
tion of the ordinance of Secession and the rebel debts; so- 
ealled,”’ I herewith inclose printed copies of all the ordi- 
nances of the Convention and Acts of the Genl Assembly ; 
passed since the suppression of the rebellion. 

I used what influence I could against the first proviso to 
the 9th Sec. of the Act entitled “An act concerning negroes 
and persons of color or of mixed blood,” ratified Mar. 
10/66. The educated men of the State generally were op- 
posed to the adoption of this proviso. I have heard of 
no judicial decision as to the effects of this proviso. You 
will perceive that the proviso provides that “This Section” 
(not this act) shall not go into effect until jurisdiction in 
matters relating to freedmen shall be fully committed to 
the Courts of this State. Assuming that the effect of 
this proviso is to render this 9th Section inoperative, it 
leaves all other portions of the act in full form. By other 
sections of the act all our acts compelling a negro to testify 
are repealed. It seems to me that the effect of the act is 
to restore the negro to his rights to testify as at common 
law. 
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I understand that our judges are receiving negro evi- 
dence in all cases where a negro is a party. 


To Dr. Rk. J. Powell. 
RareicH May 4/66. 
David Murphy, now at New York, will call on you in 
a few days to try to get his pardon. I hope you will give 
him all the aid you can. His petition, filed by you, under 
Goy. H’s recommendation, was suspended till 1 Jan. 1866. 


I recommend that he be pardoned. We are all well. 


Wasuineton, D. C. 


To P. Murphey. 
RareicH May 4/66. 


{ have written Dr. Powell, recommending your father’s 
pardon—but have had reliable assurance from the Prest. 
that pardons have been ordered on all the petitions from 
this State under the 13th Exception. 


WILMINGTON. 


To Wiliam H. Worth. 
Rarrien May 5th 1866. 


J cannot designate a man in either of the Counties in 
yr Collection District who can take the test oath. I advise 
you to write to the gentlemen representing each of the 
Counties in the Genl Assembly, requesting him to ree- 
ommend such assistants, as they may deem acceptable, ea- 
pable and willing to take the oath. 
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The members are 


Brunswick Daniel L. Russell jr 

Columbus T. M. Smith 

Bladen J.-J. D. Lucas 

Sampson P. Murphey, J. C. Williams 
Robeson Jno. H. MecEachern & Ray McNair 
Richmond Jno. W. Cameron 

Harnett Genl. A. D. McLean 

Moore Wm. Blac 

Anson A. J. Dargan 

Stanley John Furr 


FAYETTEVILLE. 


To Lewis Hanes. 
Ratiew May Sth 1866. 
I have seen yours of the 4th inst. to Major Bagley. I 
thank you for your friendly advice. It will be respected. 


SALISBURY. 


To D. Mallard. 
May 5th 1866. 


You have been misinformed as to the money for the re- 
lief of the destitute of this State having been placed in 
my hands. I have received the information that $10,000. 
has been set apart for this purpose, but none of it has 
reached me. When it does, provided it meets the ap- 
proval of the donors, I propose giving it to the clergymen 
of this place for distribution, as my office duties are such 
as to allow me no time for attention to it. 


KENANSVILLE. 
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‘To Thomas 8S. Kenan. 
Rareicn May 5 1866. 


In reply to yours of the 30th ult. reed to-day I state 
that I have reliable assurance of getting all the pardons 
in a few days for petitioners from this State under the 
1st and 13th exceptions. As to others I can give no confi- 
dent assurance. They had better make special application 
in person or by a special agent in Washington City. 


KENANSVILLE. 


To John Pool. 
taLEIGn, May 6th 1866. 


If I had time, which I have not, I should deem it in- 
expedient to make a full reply to yours of the 3rd inst. I 
fear that my letter, to which yours is in reply, (if not both - 
of them) contains expressions not exactly in accordance 
with the candid cordiality which has marked all our pre- 
vious intercourse. When you come up to the Convention, 
I hope on a personal interview, we may understand each 
other better. 

You still think my election over Mr. Holden damaged 
the chances of this State’s return to the Union, and you 
cite the President’s telegram to sustain your views. I do 
not concur in your opinion or give to the telegram a con- 
struction sustaining your views. I do not now perceive 
the utility of discussing this question. It belongs among 
the past. Each of us gives credit to the other for having 
voted in conformity with his conscientious convictions of 
pnblie duty. 

Without citing your language, the impression made on 
me by your letter to Major Bagley was that my adminis- 
tration had countenanced the apprehension of those who 
did not vote for me, but I was inclined to give prominence 
to the Secessionist in the State government—and that 
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some action or declaration of mine must remove this im- 
pression, or otherwise I would not be reelected without 
“determined” opposition. 

I would not accept a re-election under a pledge that I 
would carry my hostility to my late political adversaries 
so far as not to appoint one of them a trustee of a school, 
director of a R. R. or Supervisor of any State Institution 
of Charity. On that same principle I should exclude from 
them social intercourse. 

With the exception of my appointment of Supervisor of 
the Asylum, I have not only appointed no “prominent” 
Secessionist but I have not appointed any Secessionist 
prominent or not prominent, to any position political or 
otherwise. 

It was necessary under the new plan of governing the 
Asylum that its manager should live in or near the city. 
If there are any Holden men in the city equally fit as 
those appointed by me to manage that charity, I do not 
know them or do not appreciate their merits. I could not 
think of one such, who is habitually at home, or I would 
have appointed him to avoid clamor. 

My future conduct will be in accordance with my con- 
victions of duty,—and I am still unfortunate in not com- 
prehending what new program you would better have me 
lay down for the future. I hope I shall understand you 
better when I see you. I abhor as cordially as my whole 
life shows I have always abhorred Disunionists—And 
hence I detest the dominant power in Congress quite as 
much as I ever did the Southern Secessionist—and each 
of them will have to satisfy me of a thorough conversion be- 
fore receiving support from me for any political position 
unless constrained to choose between evils. It would be 
an awful alternative to me to be compelled to choose be- 
tween Jeff Davis and Thad. Stephens. 

I am in no way responsible for the editorial of any 
newspaper. I have not time to read the half of those of 
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this city. I am very greatly surprised at your assertion 
that there was a spirit of “wnkindness’”’ in my letter. I 
have not a copy of it before me. I disavow any such feel- 
ing. I confess that I expected, from our first antecedents, 
that if I should be a candidate for re-election next sum- 
mer, that I would have your support,—and I draw from 
your letter the conclusion that unless I changed the tenor 
of my administration, there would be “determined” opposi- 
tion to me, and I was then, as I am now, unfortunate in 
not being able to understand in what my past errors con- 
sist, or what conduct in the future would be satisfactory to 
you: If, with this state of feeling, any expression es- 
caped me which can be properly denominated “unkind,” 
such expression was unjustifiable and I regret it. 

I am weary of the criminations to which political life 
exposes me, and may deem it my duty to relieve both my 
friends and my enemies from any further trouble on my 
account. 

With much respect and esteem. 


To B. S. Hedrick. 


Raveien, May 7 1866. 

The extreme pressure of my administrative duties, de- 
nies me the opportunity to answer all of your interesting 
letters. The State owes you much for the interest you 
have taken in her affairs. I have not the power to make 
you any adequate return. I inclose to you a compliment- 
ary ticket between Raleigh and Weldon, as the only sub- 
etantial appreciation of your services which I can now 
give, 

I have read with care yours of the 29th ult, in which 
you seek to point out wherein there is fault both with the 
Nerth and South, in adopting a scheme of re-construction. 
IT thank you for the expression of your views. I have not 
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time to submit any commentary. My summing up is 
this. We had a party previous to the war, North and 
South, who desired Disunion, with different objects. The 
Seuthern and weaker of these divisions is vanquished and 
now willing to return to and support the Union: The 
Northern and now stronger Disunion party desires to con- 
t*nue disunion and domineer over the weaker and van- 
quished party. The late report of the Disunion Com- 
mittee (ludicrously denominated “re-construction Com- 
mittee,”) looks to indefinite Disunion and domination 
over the South. I do not doubt that many partizans of 
both sections really believe that they are serving God and 
their Country, but in my opinion the plans of both are 
equally hostile or at least equally calculated to perpetuate 
disunion. I never had any confidence in the democratic 
party North or South. Disunion was always its staple. At 
present, the Northern Democracy is right as to re-construc- 
tion,—but domination is now, as it always was, the basis 
of its actions. I abhor the strong disunion party of the 
North quite as much as the weak, annihilated disunion 
party of the South,—and sincerely admire the uniform 
adherence of the President to genuine Union, regardless 
of the fury of either faction! 


To Dawson A. Walker. 
Rateien May 7 1866. 


Yours of the 1st inst. is received. 

The time within which grants were to be assigned was 
extended by Acts of our last Genl Assembly. Send your 
grants to the counties in which the lands are situated and 
they will be admitted to registration. 

There is no disloyalty in the proper sense of the term, 
in N. C. The Disunionists now are Thad. Stephens, Sum- 
ner & Co. 

Datton, Ga. 
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From D. M. Barringer.’ 
Baxt., May 8th 18566. 


At the request of the committee of the “Ladies Southern 
Relief Fair” for N. C. whose meetings I have been re- 
quested to attend I write to acknowledge the receipt of 
your letter of the 30th ult., received only this morning. 

They thank you for the suggestion it contains, but as 
there was so much delay with receipt they had already 
adopted a plan of sending monies to all the principal 
points in the State, for distribution to the needy and des- 
titute under the direction of sub-committees in these dif- 
ferent localities. Their only regret is that the sum al- 
lotted to our State $15,000. will not relieve more suffer- 
ing than is possible over so wide spread a territory of des- 
titution. | 

May I ask you to furnish me, on receipt of this, with the 
names of two or three respectable, responsible persons, in- 
cluding a lady at each place if possible, in the following 
named towns to whom monies could be sent for the Chari- 
table objects of the Association; Viz.—in Asheboro, Troy 
and Carthage? You can address either myself—or Mrs. 
A. D. Egerton the Secty of the N. C. Committee in this 
city, who has done so much for our Southern Soldiers dur- 
ing the war. 


P. 8. As IT ant anxious to return to Raleigh can you tell 
me when the Military will probably leave N. C.? 


* Daniel M. Barringer had been a member of the State Legislature 
from 1828 to 1835, 1840 to 1844, and 1854, a member of the Conyen- 
tion of 1835, member of Congress from 1843 to 1849, Minister to Spain 
under Taylor and Fillmore, member of the Peace Congress of 1861, and 
a delegate to the National Union Convention at Philadelphia in 1866. 
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From S. L. Fremont. 
Witmineton, N. ©. May 8 1866. 


Enclosed you will find free passes for yourself and 
family over this Road for the current year. 

We have taken the liberty of naming [one of] our four 
new and splendid engines—“Gov. Worth” in honor of the 
Governor of our State that we believe has the good of our 
State and all her works of internal improvement at heart. 

Only hoping that the Engine will prove as useful as the 
Governor has been faithful to every trust. 

P.S. Imay say in this P. S. that not unlike your hon- 
ored Sir I was before the 16th of April opposed to dis- 
union, yet when the majority decided to resist I stood 
with my people and my home to the last and like them 
am I now desirous of healing old wounds and rebuilding 
our broken Athens im the Union if the Radicals will let us. 


To FE. M. Stanton. 
Rarrien, May 9th 1866. 


I am informed that several Confederate prisoners of 
war have recently returned from Point Look Out, who 
report that there is yet at that place a considerable num- 
ber of soldiers of this State who have been unable to leave 
by reason of wounds or disease, and that some are there 
alive who were long since supposed to be dead. 

Will you oblige me by causing inquiry to be made 
whether this report be true and whether the United States 
will furnish them with transportation to their homes. If 
this may not be done I desire to know it, to the end that 
the State may assist them to go home. 
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Wm. H. Bagley to Commanding Officer, Point Lookout, 

Md.: 

Rareicu May 9th 1866. 

The Governor of this State has been informed that sev- 
eral prisoners of war have recently returned to their homes 
in this State who report that there is yet at Point Look 
Out a considerable number of North Carolinians who 
have been unable to leave on account of wounds and dis- 
ease. The Governor directs me to request you to inform 
him in regard thereto at your earliest convenience, with a 
view to giving them such assistance as may be in his power. 


To Walter A. Thompson. 


Rarerieu, May 12/66. 
Immediately on receipt of, your of the 8th inst. and 
one of the same date from Gov. Graham, I addressed the 
See. of War on the subject. When I shall have heard 
from him TI will communicate with you further on the 
subject. 


Hixtrsporo. 


To S. L. Fremont. 


Rareren, May 12th 1866. 

Yours of the 8th inst. reached here in my temporary ab- 
sence from the city. 

I feel honored by the compliment your Company has 
paid me in giving to one of its “new and splendid engines” 
the name of “Govr. Worth.” 

Your are right in your belief that I feel a heart-felt in- 
terest in every thing which I think tends to promote the 
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substantial interests of North Carolina, and to preserve 
her honor (about all she has left) untarnished. 

J hope your enterprising Company will find nothing in 
my future history to make them regret the mark of re- 
spect which the naming of this engine indicates. 

You omitted by accident to inclose the complimentary 
ticket to which your refer, and of which I hope I may 
‘find leisure to avail myself before long. 

I could never approve Disunion: and hence do not 
love the Radical who would perpetuate it. 


WILMINGTON. 


To William A. Graham. 
Raueieu, 12/66. 
On recpt of yours of the 8th inst. in relation to cer- 
tain soldiers from this State supposed to be still detained 
at Point Look Out I addressed the Sec. of War on the 
subject. When I shall have heard from him, I will ap- 
praise you of the tenor of his reply. 


HiILisBoro. 


To H.C. Jones? 
RarriecH May 14/66. 


581 


You are mistaken as to my having the distribution of Distribution of 


the bounty to the distressed from the charitable ladies of 
Balt. Col. D. M. Barringer, now in Balt. writes me that 
they have sent the money to divers agents at the chief 
towns of the State. He does not give me the name or 


1 Hamilton C. Jones of Rowan, Lieutenant Colonel of the 57th N. 
OC. Regiment in the Civil War, at this time a lawyer. He was later 
editor af the Charlotte News. In 1869 he was elected to the State Sen- 
ate, and re-elected in 1870. In 1885 he became United States District 
Attorney. . 


relief fund. 


Distribution of 
relief fund. 


Regarding return 
of State property. 


Norru Carormna HistorrcAL CoMMISSION. 


society of any of them. There is doubtless one in your 
place. If not, by sending a telegram to Col Barringer, 
you can get the information desired. 


[P. S.]J—I inclose your communication. 


SALISBURY. 


To D. Mallard. 


Rateten. May 14/66. 

Col. D. M. Barringer, now in Balt., writes me in behalf 
of the charitable ladies of that city, that my letter rec- 
ommending the clergymen of this city to distribute their 
bounty, was detained by the irregularities of the mails, 
until the ladies adopted the plan of sending the money to 
sundry individuals in the prominent towns of the State 
for distribution. He does not furnish me the names. If 
you address him by telegram or letter you can learn the 
names of the agent nearest to you. 


[P. S.]—I inclose your application. 


KENANSVILLE. 


To John H. Wheeler. 


Rareien, May 14 1866. 

Soon after I sent you the commission authorising you 
to receive and forward to me Gov. Vance’s letter book and 
any other records and Documents belonging to this State 
which were seized or captured by the military authorities 
of the United States, Mr. Hedrick and Dr. Powell made 
such progress in getting the pardons for our N. C. peti- 
tioners that I deemed it inexpedient to send you a com- 
mission in relation to them. 

I have not heard from you in relation to the prospects 
of getting the letter book of Gov. Vance and other archives 
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removed from this capital by the military authorities of 
the U. 8S. I learn that a number of important and of- 
ficial letters written by and to Gov. Vance,.a short time 
previous to the seizure of his letter book and which had 
not been recovered, were in the box containing his letter 
book. I can conceive no object for the longer deten- 
tion of this book and the letters and other documents— 
and I beg you to press for their return. 

Our Genl Assembly passed an Act accepting the dona- 
tion of lands by the Congress of the U. S. for the pur- 
pose of supporting an Agricultural College and assenting 
to all the conditions. Govr. Swain said the President 
ordered the scrip to be issued and that the officer whose 
business it is to issue the scrip, assured him it should be 
made out soon afterwards. If you will make inquiry and 
can see any probability of getting the scrip, I will send 
you authority to receive it and will recommend that you 
be paid for your services. Please oblige me by answering 
soon. 


Wasuineton, D.C. 


To Dr. Re J. Powell. 
Raxreieu, May 14th 1866. 


Yours of the 6th inst. is reed. It would have been 
answered sooner, if the pressure of business would have al- 
lowed. 

The plan you suggest for sending the pardons would 
save me much trouble as you kindly suppose, but for the 
fact that many of them are in great anxiety to get them,— 
and if directed to members, I would not know what ones 
are inclosed. I think you had better send them to me 
direct. 

It would be as satisfactory to the great body of our peo- 
ple to exclude us absolutely from Congress as to limit 
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us to the selection of men who can take the test oath. Few 
of our representative men, many of whom are as loyal 
to the U. S. as any body in the Northern States, ean con- 
scientiously take this oath. I can scarcely name any 
body who can, unless it be persons wholly incompetent. I 
can find nothing from which to derive hope, except in the 
old adage that the darkest time is just before day—and the 
Roman virtue of the Prest. which I am persuaded will 
ultimately command the admiration of the great body of 
the American people. 


Wasuineton, D.C. 


To B. 8S. Hedrick. 
Raveieu, May 14th 1866. 


Republican policy Yours of the 12th inst. stating that you have 233 par- 
Cees: dons in hand still. 

You say that if you do not hear to the contrary that 
you will forward them by Express Monday or Tuesday— 
to-day or to-morrow. On reflection I believe it will be 
better that they be forwarded to me. H’s course as to 
pardons damages him much, and I believe the distribution 
direct from this office, benefits me more than the direct 
transmission. 

The unity of the Republicans in disfranchising more 
than nine tenths of Southern men and thus continuing 
Disunion and Sectional antagonism evidently with ithe 
purpose of retaining power in their hands is distressing to 
measatrue Unionman. They fear the South will coalesce 
with the Copperheads and get control of the government— 
but surely none of them can be so blind as not to see 
that their course tends to produce alienation and a coali- 
tion with any party North offering less rigorous terms. 
The real Union men of the South generally regard the 
democracy with bringing on the war and hence they had 
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no affection for that party. If the Republicans really 
have no intention of restoring the South to the Union, 
their course is intelligible. 

Most ardently do I desire to restore fraternal relations 
between the alienated Sections and I fear that Congress 
reflects the will of the Northern people and if so, that 
their purpose is to inflict on the South a degradation in- 
compatible with the restoration of good feelings between 
the Sections. J have never felt more gloomy forbodings. 

With your approval I desire in some appropriate way 
to make a public acknowledgement of your disinterested 
exertions to get through the pardons for our people. 


[P. S.]—I inclose petition of Chas. T. Haigh, an old 
and excellent friend. If you can get prompt action on it 


you will much oblige him and me. 


Wasuineton, D.C. 


To OC. C. Henderson. 


Raveieu, May 14/66. 

Yours of the 11th inst is reed. 

Of the 500 persons advertised by Govr. Holden as par- 
doned about the last of Octr. 1865, few, if any, were then 
granted. Yours, I presume, was in the number. I found 
the petition of V. A. McBee in this office and forwarded 
it with more than 500 others so found, on the 5th Jan. 
last with my favorable endorsement. All or nearly all of 
these last have been pardoned and daily expected. Mr. 
McBee’s is deubtless among them. Govr. Holden would 
have tbe public believe that I have no influence at Wash- 
ington——but it sumehow happened (without any State 
agent) those sent by me are pardoned first. 


LINCOLNTON. 
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From J. 8. Kirkpatrick and Others. 


Davipson CorxzceE, N. C. 
May 14th 1866. 


To His ExcELLtenoy 
J. Wortu Gov. or N. C. 

I take the liberty of laying before you the case of Mrs. 
Martha Whitlors of this vicinity, in order that if you shall 
deem her worthy of it, she may receive a share in the ben- 
efaction of the Ladies Fair of Baltimore, which, it has 
been stated has been placed in your hands for disburse- 
ment. 

Mrs. Whitlors is the widow of M. C. Whitlors a soldier 
of the Confederate army. He died in actual service. She 
was left with seven children the oldest of whom is now 
only twelve years of age. She has no near relatives who 
can assist her in maintaining herself and them. Her only 


means of support ‘are her personal labor, but the demand 


for such work as she, with the charge of her children, can 
do is very limited, and the means of paying her are still 
more limited with those who would gladly place work in 
her hands. 

She is a woman of excellent character—is industrious, 
saving, uncomplaining and grateful. A worthier object 
of kindness it would be difficult to find 

J. S. Kirxcparrick 
Pres. Day. College. 


The woman referred to in this letter I know personally 
and can bear my testimony to the truth of the facts there- 
in stated. 


Davin A. CaLDWwELu. 
Cuartotre May 30/66 


His Exorrtrency J. Worra 


My dear Sir 


I am personally acquainted with the Rev. J. S. Kirk- 
patrick, D.D. and D. A. Caldwell, Esqr.—They are both 
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citizens of this county, and are gentlemen of excellent 
character. Any statement that either of them may make, 
ie entitled to full credit. 
Very Respty. 
Yours ete., 
Jno. H. Witson. 


To General Ruger. 


Ratuiew May 15th 1866. 

I return your reply of the 5th April to my note of the 
same date, with the affidavit of a witness tending to show 
that the mule in question was unbranded and the opinion 
of the witness that the same did not belong to the U. S. 
or Confederate government. 

It seems that Stout borrowed the mule of Danl Worth 
—and has held the same more than 9 months under color 
of the order of Capt. Stone, having no other pretence of 
claim, 

I hope this evidence will be decmed sufficient to war- 
rant you in remaidirg the mule to Mr Worth. 


To William Murphy. 
Raveiau. May 16 1866. 

I was mistaken as to your petition for pardon. It was 
forwarded by Gov. Holden Oct. 31 with a recommendation 
of pardon. 

B. S. Hedrick, who, at my instance, has been indefatig- 
able in trying to get pardons for our people, informs me 
that he has got your pardon and that it is on the way. 


SALISBURY 
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To J. W. Osborne.* 
Rareien, May 16 1566. 


I have pleasure in informing you that through the in- 
defatigable efforts of B. S. Hedrick at my instance many 
of the pardons falsely published by Gov. Holden as having 
been pardoned in Oct. last so as to entitle them to vote in 
the election of the 9th Nov. last, have at last been granted, 
(among them yours) and are now on the way tome. Those 
of W. F. Phifer and 8S. A. Cohen of yr county are among 
them. 

The 500 persons officially announced as being pardoned 
last Oct., were not then pardoned and only a small num- 
ber of them are now pardoned. 


CHARLOTTE. 


To J. H. Jackson. 
Raxeieu May 17 1866 


Yours of the 15th inst. is reed. 

I heartily concur with you in the principles which ought 
to control the Board of Internal Improvement in the ap- 
pointment of Directors, and I intend to act on these princi- 
ples. I am making no pledges as to my nominees, because 
I wish to get all the information I can before taking ac- 
tion. Your claims will be submitted to the board and duly 
considered. 

You are reported in the last annual report as owning two 
shares of stock. Have you acquired any since. 

There were many good men who did not vote for me for 
Govr. I desire to appoint some of them by way of show- 
ing that my action is not controlled by partizan influence. 
I hope I can make up the boards of fit men, representing 
all political shades. 


Kinston 


* James W. Osborne, of Mecklenburg, formerly a Judge of the Su- 


perior Court. In 1868 he was elected to the State Senate and died in 
office. 
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To W. L. Kistler. 


Ratrien, M ay 17/66. 
Yours of the 15th inst. inquiring about your pardon is 
before me. 


Your petition was forwarded and recommended for par- 


don by Gov. Holden on the 20th Oct. last and probably. 


advertised by him, with some 500 others forwarded at the 
same, as being granted a few days before the election on 
the 9th Noy. last. These pardons were not then granted. 
Very few of them have been granted since. I have used 
every exertion to obtain them. I think yours remains un- 
acted upon. The publication lately taken from Northern 
papers that all the N. C. petitioners had been pardoned 
was untrue. 

I have reason to expect that yours will be granted shortly 
—Some 300 petitions, found here by me when I came 
into oftice have been granted. 


SALISBURY. 


To B.S. Hedrick. 


Rareien, May 18/66. 

Yours of the 16th, but not the pardons, is reed. I pre- 
sume they will come by next train. 

Have you forgotten my inquiry in behalf of my friend 
Perrin Busbee as to getting admitted to West Point as a 
cadet ? 

I have no control over the Sentinel. It is owned exclu- 
sively, I believe, by Mr. Pell, but I furnish him your criti- 
cism and seek to restrain him from any remarks which 
may be justly offensive to the North. As we do not under- 
stand all the undercurrents, but perceive that Stephens, 
whom we deem a fiendish leader, followed by the great 
body of the Republicans. In commenting on the actions 
of the party he leads, expressions of the press often escape 
too acrimonious for all, the leader being in the mind of 
the writer. 
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Nobody in America more ardently desires than I do that 
real harmortious Union be restored—but I cannot love 
those who declare me unworthy to vote for a Prest. of the 
U. S.—If real Union is desired the policy of the President 
and not that of Congress ought to prevail. 


Wasuincton, D. C. 


To Charles F. Haigh. 
Ratrien, May 18/66. 

I have a letter from the special agent, B. S. Hedrick, by 
whom I made application for your pardon, that the Prest. 
has ordered that it issue. 

I interfered and secured the release from imprisonment 
of young Mr. Robinson of the Fayetteville News. The 
Standard republishes alate fiery article from the News, 
and comments on the fact that the editor was released from 
military arrest through my interpositions. The News edi- 
torial is not before me. It struck me as highly imprudent. 
There is a dignified medium between mean subserviency 
to radicalism (it should be called Disunionism) and im- 
petuous defiance. You will have seen the article. If you 
concur with me, you will much oblige me by admonishing 
our young friend. 

I retain all my life long impressions as to our National 
affairs. From principle as well as policy I always opposed 
Sectionalism, but when the war ended I thought and still 
think there should have been universal amnesty—As be- 
tween me and Holden the Secessionists generally preferred 
me, from respect, I hope, to my constant consistency. The 
effort now is to make the impression that I favor the Se- 
cession party to the neglect of my old political friends and 
hence such imprudent articles as that to which I refer are 
quoted to my prejudice. I think they do harm to the 
State—and no good. 


FAYETTEVILLE. 
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To George C. Round. 


Rarrreu May 19th 1866. 

Yours of the 15th inst. is before me in which you ask 
my opinion on the following interrogatories. 

1. Would Northern emigrants be safe in North Caro- 
lina, provided it were known that they voluntarily took 
part on the side of the National Govt. ¢ 

To this I answer without hesitation that they would be 
sate here as in any place in Christendom, provided they 
treated our people with respect. Such persons would not 
only be safe, but they would be allowed without offending 
to maintain that the North was right in suppressing the 
rebellion by use of arms, provided this was done in respect- 
ful terms. Many of us, to the manor born, among them 
the men who may justly claim to be a representative man, 
owe much of our popular favor to our constant opposition 
to Disunion, but we think that the war being over as much 
charitable oblivion as possible should be thrown over the 
past—and if strangers coming to settle among us, should 
proclaim against our errors in passionate terms, they would 
incur little personal danger, but they would not command 
the respect of our people. All classes of our people cor- 
dially endorse the policy of Andrew Johnson, not on the 
ground that it favors the South, but because we think it 
tends to harmonious re-union. While we think that the 
policy of Thad. Stephens, whom the North seems to en- 
dorse, looks to continued Disunion, and our permanent 
degradation. Emigrants of his stripe in politics, would 
incur no great personal hazard here—but they would not 
be esteemed or respected. 

2. “Would such emigrants ever arrive at positions of 
honor and influence in your State, provided they were men 
of equal talent and character to native North Carolinians ?” 

I answer in the affirmative, with the restrictions con- 
tained in my answer to your first interrogatory. 

3. “Would you advise a personal friend who had been 
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through N. C. with Genl. Sherman to make . C. his 


- home, provided he liked the soil, climate, and people, Se- 


cession sympathies excluded.” 

If the policy of Thad. Stephens is to prevail I could not 
conscientiously advise any body to emigrate to North Car- 
olina. That policy would degrade nine tenths of our adult 
population, a large majority of whom are as patriotic and 
loyal as any citizens of America. A residence among a 
degraded people who could not remain attached to a gov- 
ernment which would thus degrade them, would not be de- 
sirable. 

If the North would now offer us the fraternal hand it 
would be joyfully seized and there would be nowhere a 
more law-abiding and Union preserving people, and no 
more desirable place to which you could emigrate. 

You wind up by saying “the whole question resolves it- 
self into this: would we have to fight our way through life 
if we should come to N. C.?”’ 

I answer that N. C. invites virtuous and energetic emi- 
grants and will receive and treat with hospitality all North- 
ern men 


all men from any part of the world, who may 
settle among us, and so act as to deserve hospitality. 

You mention that you belonged to Sherman’s army. We 
do not hold each member of that army responsible for its 
general atrocities, but no army ever made itself more odi- 
ous to a vanquished people. Its bummer organization, de- 
signed to lay waste the country,—which with apparent 
license stole and robbed and burned without any discrimi- 
nation as to age, or color or sex, our Union non-combatants 
suffering quite as much as those who were active in bring- 
[ing] on and conducting the war, will long be remembered 
with abhorrence by all our people. 
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To Z. B. Vance. 


Rareieu, May 19th 1866. 

I thank you for the suggestion as to loan in England to 
aid in the extension of our R. R.’s.—I will see you at Com- 
mencement and interchange views with you. 

R. R. Bridgers writes me from New York that he is 
very confident he can find capitalists in N. Y. who will 
finish the W. N. C. R. R. to Paint Rock if the State will 
relinquish to them so much of the Road as is now conser- 
vated. 

Carry Collie’s letter with you to Chapel Hill and we 
will discuss the matter there. 


CHARLOTTE. 


To Asa Biggs.* 
Rareieu, May 21 1866. 


Yours of the 18th inst. came to hand to-day. 

When I entered on the duties of Govr. in December last, 
I found above 300 petitions for pardon, generally filed in 
July and August last, on which Gov. Holden had taken no 
action. More than 500 had been advertised officially as 
pardoned on 31 Oct., whereby under the ordinances of the 
Convention they were entitled to vote in the election of the 
9th Noy., not one of which was on file here. This matter 
of pardons belonged to the Military Government. I was 
not sure that action by me as Civil Govr. would be deemed 
officious. I addressed the Prest. to know his wishes. He 
answered requesting me to forward petitions with my en- 


1 Asa Biggs, of Martin County, had been a member of the conven- 
tion of 1835. He was a member of the legislature from 1840 to 184€, 
and again in 1854. He wasa U.S. Senator from 1854 to 1858, when 
he became a U. S. District Judge. He was one of the compilers of 
the North Carolina Revised Code of 1854. He was a member of the 
convention of 1861, and resigned to become Confederate District 
Judge. He was a Democrat and an ardent secessionist. 


38 


Relating to 
pardons, 


593 


594 


Norru Carouina HisroricaL CoMMISSION. 


dorsement, favoring or disfavoring the granting of the par- 
don but prescribing no rule to govern my discretion in the 
premises. 

I forwarded all the petitions on file with my recomm«<n- 
dation of pardon—and a letter to the President, stating 
that I favored universal amnesty, and that in view of the 
pardons already granted in this State I could perceive no 
principle which would warrant me in advising the rejection 
of any. I was not authorised to submit my views on any 
petition which had been forwarded by Gov. Holden, and 
therefore abstaimed, but my letter showed my views as to 
all. . 

Nearly all of those forwarded by me have been granted. 
There are a few exceptions, among which is Gov. Clark’s 
petition. Of the 500 advertised as being pardoned just be- 
fore the election, very few have been granted. The an- 
nouncement of their pardon by Gov. Holden was premature 
and unwarranted. This extraordinary duty of attending 
to pardons has imposed much labor on me, but I have left 
no legitimate means untried to obtain ail, as well those for- 
warded by Gov. H. as myself. I do not feel warranted in 
making special application for the pardon of any one whose 
application was forwarded by Gov. Holden especially while 
the pardons of such men as Gov. Graham and Jo. Turner, 
always anti-secessionists—are withheld, neither of whom 
has asked for or received any special consideration. 


To Andrew Hunt. 


Rareriau. May 22/66. 
Yours of the 21st inst. received. J have sent to the bro- 
kers and learn that to-day $525. could be had for your 
State bond including coupon and about $25. per share for 
your R. R. stock. 
The N. C. Treasury notes, under present legislation, are 


CORRESPONDENCE OF JONATHAN Worrtu. 


worth nothing and there appears at present no reason to 
expect that they will ever be worth any thing. 


LEXINGTON. 


To Mr. J. C. Bain. 
Rarzien, May 22 1866. 

Yours of the 17th inst is received. 

J am sorry to say your pardon has not been received. 

When I entered on the discharge of my executive duties 
I found on hand upwards of 300 petitions for pardons, 
most of which had been months on hand. All of these were 
forwarded on the 5th of Jan. last with my favorable en- 
dorsement. Nearly all these have been granted while more 
than 400 recommended by Gov. Holden and advertised by 
him as pardoned in Octr. last, have not come to hand and 
in fact have not been pardoned. I find that your petition 
was recommended and forwarded by me on 31 January. 
Whether it was found in some part of the office where it 
was not discovered when the others were sent I do not 
remember but I know no petition has been detained here 
since I came into office. I hope it will be granted soon. 

You say old Randolph will be all right next Aug. I sin- 
cerely hope so. I was much mortified at the vote of Novr. 
Tf I ever deserve the confidence of the County I did then 
and do now. I perceive your neighbor Dr. Sellars is still 
assailing me. He made a false publication in the Standard 
last Novr. to injure me and now perseveres in doing me 
injustice. 


Troy’s Storr, Ranpotey Co. 


To Andrew Johnson. 
Rarzieu, May 22 1866. 


Goy. Holden recommended Jas. H. Fry, of Onslow, for 
pardon on 20th Oct. last and soon afterwards advertised 
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that his pardon had been granted. His pardon has not 
been received. He has been elected to fill a vacancy in 
the State Convention which re-assembles next Thursday. 
I respectfully solicit that his pardon be forwarded. 


To L. 8. Gash. 
Rareien May 22/66. 

The resolutions of the County Court of Henderson with 
your letter of the 5th inst. are just received. Having no 
authority whatever and no money over which I have con- 
trol for the relief of your people, I have laid the whole 
communication before Col. Whittlesey, whom I understood 
to be authorised to extend relief to our destitute white pop- 
ulation as well as to the negroes. He replies that he has 
sent to Washington a copy of the resolution and of your 
letter and awaits instructions. 

I am sorry that I have no power to do anything more 
for the relief of your suffering people. 


HmnbDERSONVILLE. 


To Andrew Johnson. 


Rarrien May 23 1866. 
The Hon. W. Lander, of Lincoln County, filed his pe- 
tition for pardon which was forwarded by Govr. Holden, 
with recommendation that it be suspended, on Aug. 1 last. 
I learn that he is nearly blind—his fortune nearly gone: 
and others similarly situated having been partons I ree- 
ommend that he be pardoned. 
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To A. H.Asones.* 
Rarrien, May 28th 1866. 


I have carefully considered the petitions of sundry citi- 
zens of Henderson County and a letter accompanying the 
same from L. S. Gash Esq., endorsed by yourself, praying 
for a pardon for Daniel Case, convicted of a Riot and sen- 
tenced by Judge Merrimon to six months imprisonment. 

The grounds on which the petition rests are, first,—the 
allegation that the deft. had “twice before been indicted 
and punished for the same riot’’?: and secondly, his good 
character and the destitute condition of his family. 

The petition avers that the fact that he had been so con- 
victed and punished appears by the record of the Court. If 
this be so, it would have been a complete defence on the 
trial and the petitioners should have explained why he did 
not avail himself of this defence. 

Mr. Gash says in his letter that he would not be sur- 
prised if judge Merrimon would heartily approve of the 
pardon. 

Since you filed the petition a counter representation has 
been made to me in writing giving a detailed statement of 
the facts, which, if true, makes the judgment of the Court 
merciful. 

As a general rule I think a proper respect for the Courts 
on the part of the Executive, forbids the exercise of the 
pardoning power, unless in cases of extreme hardship, 
made clearly to appear. 

Giving due regard to the petition and counter-petition I 
do not think in the absence of any statement from the 
judge who tried the case, that I would be warranted in 
granting the pardon. If Judge Merrimon, who tried the 


1 Alexander H. Jones, of Henderson, was a farmer and editor of 
the Hendersonville Times. He sided with the North in the war and 
was imprisoned for a time. He was a member of the convention of 
1865, and in that year was elected to Congress and refused his seat, 
as was he in 1866. In July, 1868 he was admitted upon re-election, 
and was again elected in November, 1868. 
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case, recommend the exercise of executive clemency, as it 
is suggested in Mr. Gash’s letter which is endorsed by you, 
he would probably do, I should have no hesitation as to 
my duty in the premises. 

As a general rule I think the Executive must presume 
that the Courts have acted discreetly and properly, until 
the contrary is made clearly to appear and I therefore feel 
constrained to decline the pardon for the present. 


To R. Bingham. 
Rarrieu. May 30/66. 


Regarding distri- 7 ‘a rs sey yal 
Budon of rellet The newspapers have misled the public as to my agency 
apes. in distributing the money set apart by the benevolent ladies 


of Balt. for the distressed people of N. C. My opinion 
was asked as to the best plan of distribution—whether in 
money or provisions. I answered immediately but the 
agent of the ladies wrote me some two weeks afterwards, 
saying that my answer was delayed by some mail irregu- 
larity and did not reach them. When they received my 
letter they had already decided on the plan of distribution 
and sent forward a part or all to their agents in this State. 
I have not been informed of the particulars of the plan 
or the names of the agents. 

My family are all well and desire to be remembered to 
yourself and wife. 

David is quite unwell but was improving when I last 
heard from him. 


MrBaANESVILLFE. 
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From B.S. Hedrick. 
Wasuineton, D. C. June 1, 1866. 


Yours recommending Mr. Busbee was received on Tues- 
day, and the recommendation of Mr. Bagley was received 
on Wednesday. I had an interview with the President on 
Wednesday afternoon in regard to the matter. So far noth- 
ing definite has been done. The President is waiting for 
an opinion from the Atty. General in regard to certain 
acts of Congress relating to the matter of appointments. 
I will see him again soon. Today all the public offices are 
closed in respect to the memory of Gen. Scott. 

I learned from the President’s private secretary that 
hereafter all N. C. Pardons will be sent to you direct. He 
said the order was from the President. 

There is just now a lull in the excitement in regard to 
the difference between Congress and the President. What 
is the exact nature of the quiet I am not able to say, but 
many think that the differences are to be either waived or 
- settled for the present. Congress seems now to have made 
up its mind as to its plan of restoration. The Senate 
Amendments will probably go through the House without 
much opposition. The fall elections are now coming on 
and all parties see the necessity of coming to some definite 
proposition. The intention of the Senate plan is to grant 
full and complete amnesty to the great mass of Southern 
people, and to exclude from office all those who after tak- 
ing an oath to support the Constitution of the U. 8. joined 
in the rebellion. The main object is to cut off all the old 
Federal officials who while holding offices of honor and 
trust under the Govt. entered into a conspiracy for its 
overthrow, and also to exclude all the officers of the Army 
and Navy of the U. S. who deserted their Flag to fight 
against it. It is the general opinion that the rebellion 
could never have assumed the proportions it did but for 
the failure of the sworn officials civil and military to stand 
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by their oaths. The same feeling is manifested against 
all the Army and Navy officers of the U. S. who joined in 
the rebellion that was shown in the N. C. Legislature of 
N. ©. last against those who deserted from the rebel army. 
Such as Mr. Hill of Randolph whose nomination of J. P. 
was rejected almost without opposition from any one. 

I have the “Sentinel” of the 30th. The article “What 
the people Want” is exactly the point. It is the way I 
have wished to see it disenssed all the time. 


To A. S. Merrimon.* 


Rarerien, June 2nd 1866. 

Certain papers, copies of which I inclose are referred 
to me by the Prest. of the U. S. I have called on the dele- 
gate in the Convention from Cherokee and Clay, Mz. 
Dickey, who gives me no information save the popular sen- 
timent of all parties that you held the scales of justice as 
a judge should do—and that the course of the Solicitor was 
less satisfactory. 

I will thank you for any information you can give me 
touching the matter referred to me. 


ASHEVILLE. 


T’'o Capt. J. J. D. Lewis. 
Rareicu, June 4/66. 


The ordinance of the Convention “to organise a tempo- 
rary force for the preservation of law and order” provides 
that “this ordinance shall continue in force until the or- 


* Augustus S. Merrimon, of Buncombe, was a member of the Leg- 
islature in 1860, and from 1861 to 1865 solicitor of the Eighth Dis- 
trict. In 1866 he was elected a Judge of the Superior Court, and in 
1867 resigned rather than obey military orders. He was defeated for 
governor by Caldwell in 1872, but was elected to the U.S Senate. 
He was later Chief Justice of the Supreme Court of North Carolina. 
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ganization of the militia or until modified or repealed by 
the Genl Assembly.” You will therefore continue to dis- 
charge your duties until commissions have issued and the 
militia shall be fully organised. Of this you will be duly 
notified. 


ELIZABETHTOWN. 


From A. 8S. Merrimon. 
AsuEporo, N. C. June 7th 1866. 


The Hon. A. H. Jones writes me from Raleigh asking opposing the 
me to recommend the pardon of one Daniel Case convicted Gee es 
for a Riot before me at the last term of the Superior Court 
of Henderson County. The Riot was without a parallel 
in this part of North Carolina:—A body of armed men 
on a day in August last, when the people had assembled 
at Hendersonville to take the Amnesty oath, paraded the 
streets the greater part of the day, beating several persons 
outrageously, driving others from the town, and offering 
the grossest indignities to others; they entered the house 
of some persons, and went into the room of a lady then 
lately confined, sending for her husband, threatening to 
kill him, ete., ete. The mob silenced the civil authority ; 
the Magistrates, or most of them, those present were ac- 
tually afraid to step forward and order the rioters to dis- 
perse:—such a scene of outrage has seldom been heard of 
in the State. Case was proven before me to be a chief and 
ring-leader in this riot; there was not one mitigating cir- 
cumstance in his favor. I was anxious to find some ex- 
cuse for him, but he offered none. The measure of pun- 
ishment was not too great for him. The only matter that 
gave me trouble, was the condition of his poor family. I 
did and do sincerely sympathize with them and I would 
be glad to do them any act of kindness. If Case is par- 
doned the pardon ought to be out of favor to his poor fam- 
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ily, and not to him. I cannot recommend his pardon and 
have a due regard for official duty. 

I am of opinion, there ought to be a general amnesty 
for all offences not capital up to the first of July 1865. 
Most of the offences committed up to that time, were more 
or less the offspring of the late war, and the sooner we 
can get rid of all disputes and prosecutions growing out 
of the war, the better for the country. But this is not all, 
the number of prosecutions in this Judicial Circuit is so 
great that the whole of the regular terms of the Courts 
will be engaged by them for several years to come, and the 
eosts will be overwhelming. I trust there will be a gen- 
eral amnesty, leaving off [illegible] felonies, perjuries and 
such offences. 


P. S.—Case was imprisoned for six months. He was 
not fined. 


From B. S. Hedrick. 


Wasuineton, D. C. June 7, 66. 

I cannot find pardon papers for R. K. Jones of Wake, 
but I find for Redding Jones of Wake, and some other 
Joneses. I will try and get all of that name in Wake Co. 
The list contained in the [illegible. Probably Standard | 
are all made out and would be issued if the clerk had time 
to attend to them. By making special application I can 
as matters now stand get them. So whenever there are 
cases in which it is important that the pardons be issued 
soon by writing a note to that effect and sending it to me 
I can bring the matter at once to the notice of the Presi- 
dent or his Secretary and get speedy action. But over- 
worked as the clerks are they do not feel like sitting down 
to a pile of six hundred. The probability is that not more 
than one hundred of the six hundred care at all about he 
matter. For that reason it is best to send a special request 
for such as are really urgent. 
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Mr. Wash Matthews of Gaston has not yet called for 
his pardon. I was requested to retain it till he returns this 
way from N. Y. 

I will write soon what I think of the political prospect. 
Your friends should make up their minds to run your 
name for Gov. in August. North Carolina is doing better 
now than any other Southern State, and with the assurance 
that you will be reelected it will be better still. Holden 
will take nothing by his notion if the honest, upright part 
of the people will only act together. It will be time 
enough to inquire what effect the proposed Amendments 
will have after they are adopted by the requisite number 
of States which will not be this year. In the meantime a 
good home government, such as will command the respect 
of the people of N. C. is of more importance than the Na- 
tional questions which will settle themselves about right 
in good time. But the building up of the wasted fortunes 
of the people, and securing domestic quiet must be the 
work of the people of N. C. themselves quite independent 
of all the other States North and South. 


From A. Coleman. 


ASHEVILLE, June Sth 1866. 


Hon. A. S. Merrimon, Judge, has shown me a letter 
from you accompanying papers referred to you, by the 
President; viz; first, a petition, by various petitioners, in 
favor of W. C. and T. R. Ledford, of Clay County, touch- 
ing an indictment then lately found against them, in Oc- 
tober 1865; and secondly, a petition, after their trial, by 
them alone, (though doubtless other signers, as to every 
petition, might have been found), with the certificate of 
Sheriff Galloway. | 

It is not necessary for me to make a statement of facts, 
regarding the trial, evidence, etc., Judge Merrimon having 
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made one, and having read to me that portion of it—as 
to which my recollection fully agrees with his—nor am I 
called on to do so. 

I cannot, however, be insensible, nor indifferent, to the 
fact that an investigation ordered from so high a source; 
though, I am aware, the “reference” made, would, natu- 
rally, be a matter of course. It would, therefore, not be 
worth while to trouble your Excellency with any notice 
of a communication not addressed to me, were it not that 
the charges and innuendoes of the petitions are in ac- 
cordance with certain accusations made against Grand and 


Traverse juries of Western Counties—Sometimes, perhaps, 
(covertly), against Courts and Solicitors, by some dele- 
gates in the Convention, and one newspaper of position— 
the “Standard.” 

I can have no hesitation in saying, that, so far as con- 
cerns this Circuit, these charges against the juries have 
no foundation. I have not sought to know their political 
complexion, but have reason to believe that in at least a 
majority of the counties, a majority of the Grand Juries 
were men known before the close of the war, as “Union 
Men,” and that in all the Grand, and generally in the 
Traverse Juries, this element, if not a majority, was al- 
ways strongly represented. Yet, their action, in accord- 
ance with the spirit of the able and just charges of the 
presiding Judge, has been eminently impartial, towards 
men of all shades of political opinion. If any partiality 
has been shown, it has arisen from some personal influ- 
ence—and this to a less extent than I have observed it prior 
to the war. 

Judge Merrimon I need not defend. Myself I deign 
not to defend. The great body even of original Union men 
in the Cirenit do that. The only men I know of who at- 
tack my course, are those indicted for crimes or grave mis- 
demeanors—ineluding the editor of the Hendersonville 
“Pioneer’—a newspaper of which your Excellency has 
probably never heard. 
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I fully appreciate and participate in, the desire of the 
President and your Excellency, to see restored harmony, 
Union, law and order. The best method by which I can 
aid in this, in this Cireuit, is by the course I have pursued 
and expect to pursue—doing my duty firmly, impartially, 
and according to law. 


To Andrew Johnson. 


Raxreicu, June 9th 1866. 

Genl. A. M. Scales filed his petition for pardon last sum- 
mer which was forwarded by Gov. Holden recommending 
the suspension of the same. I am satisfied that Genl. 
Scales is now sincerely loyal to the Government of the 
United States and that all his actions since the surrender 
of the Southern armies have been in strict obedience to 
the Constitution and laws of the United States—and I 
therefore recommend his immediate pardon. 


To Andrew Johnson. 


RareicH, June 9th 1866. 

When Mr. J. R. McLean filed his petition for pardon 
last summer Govr. Holden recommended its rejection. 
About the time he was relieved he recommended that the 
pardon be granted and I endorsed my approval on this 
latter recommendation. I have long personally known the 
petitioner and entertain no doubt as to the sincerity of his 
professions of loyalty to the United States and that he has 
acted in conformity with these professions since the paci- 
fication by the surrender of the Southern armies. The ob- 
taining of his pardon is greatly desired by him to enable 
him to dispose of a portion of his real estate. 

I recommend his immediate pardon. 
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To George W. Brooks. 
Rareicu, June 9th 1866. 


I am requested by the Sec. of the Treasury to recommend 
a suitable man as Collector of Internal Revenue in the first 
district, to take the place of E. W. Jones, the present in- 
cumbent. The person nominated is to be one who can také 
the oath. 

As I am not sufficiently acquainted in the district, to 
make a judicious nomination, and am desirous of making 
a recommendation acceptable alike to the people of this 
district and to the government, you will much oblige me 
if you will confer with your fellow delegates from the first 
District and see if you cannot harmonise on some suitable 
man. 


To Hugh McCulloch. 
Raxeieu, June 9th 1866. 


Yours of the 5th inst. came to hand to-day. 

I can confidently recommend Richd. W. King, a member 
of the Convention now here as an eminently fit man to be 
appointed Collector of the Customs at Newbern. He can 
take the oath and will accept. His Post office is Kinston. 


Wasuineton, D. C. 


From B. S. Hedrick. 


Wasuineton, D. C. June 10, 1866. 
Affairs in Washing 


fon and in Noth As was generally expected the proposed amendment to 
weeas the U. S. Constitution passed the Senate by a three fourths 
vote, having united the radical and conservative elements 
of the Republican party. The House will probably pass 
the measure by a still larger vote. So that it may be 
safely taken as the final action of Congress. I think all 
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the Northern Legislatures will adopt it, but as that will 
not give the 3/4 vote required for ratification, a few of 
the Southern States will be induced to adopt it. Tenn. 
and Ark. are counted upon as likely to ratify. It is quite 
possible that the coming elections in N. C. will be made 
to turn upon the acceptance or the rejection of the Con- 
gressional plan. 

John Pool was here on Wednesday and Thursday and 
with Dr. Powell had a two hours interview with the Presi- 
dent, as I understand to ascertain his views on the subject 
and take his advice whether to accept or oppose the Con- 
gressional plan. Mr. P. said the interview was satisfac- 
tory, and to my question whether he could give the “key- 
note” when he returned, he said he could. I do not think 
however that Mr. Pool felt altogether satisfied. He did 
not look so. In view of the probability of the Congres- 
sional plan being adopted, the next thing is what must be 
done as regards North Carolina. My opinion is that 
the men who elected you should hold together and reelect 
you. The amendment cannot be adopted until after the 
1st of January next, and I do not understand that if you 
were Gov. at the time of the adoption that you would be 
“legislated” out. So with Judge Pearson, Battle and 
others, I am not certain as to that point, but that is- the 
way it seems to me. Those who are in office at the time 
the proposed amendment goes into effiect will I think be 
permitted to serve out their term, long or short. But if 
this should not be so, as soon as a good representative dele- 
gation for the State enters Congress, and the true state of 
the case is known, it will be easier to get a two-thirds vote 
in your favor than in favor of Holden. But if Holden 
and his crew should carry the State Govt. in August, 
everything would be thrown into the hands of the old 
secession politicians, and the State would be governed by 
the same influences which plunged it into war five years 


ago. 
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It seems to me that the Sentinel is getting more cross 
than ever. It is making unnecessary issues. It is not 
necessary that Mr. Pell should grieve his soul to death be- 
cause of the suffering of New England. That benighted 
land can manage to make a living for itself, and spare 
many of its biggest charlatans to go South to “teach 
school’? and edit so called Southern papers. 


P. S. Some days ago I learned from a cabinet officer 
that the Congressional plan just from the Senate, was 
urged by many Southern Union men, and that there was 
one man from N. C., that I would be utterly astonished to 
hear he was strongly in favor of it. This man was not 
Holden, my informant said, but he declined to say who it 
was. I would really like to know who it was. I thought 
of John Pool, but as he himself would be included in the 
list of the “proscribed” I could hardly think he was the 
man. But as I was told I would be astonished to hear 
who it was, I gave up guessing. 

I asked Mr. Pool who would be candidates for Goy. 
He said he thought there would be no opposition to you. 
I have always thought that there were two points on which 
the North would insist almost unanimously. One is that 
if the negroes are not fit to vote, they are not fit to count 
as equal to a white vote at the North, in the making up 
of the representation. The other point is that Army and 
Navy officers who deserted their flags and went into the 
rebellion and those civil officers who while holding offices 
of honor and trust under the U. S. Govt. conspired for its 
overthrow, shall never again be permitted to hold office. 
The main object of the proposed amendment is to secure 
these two points. 


CoRRESPONDENCE OF JONATHAN WortTH. 609 


From Zebulon B. Vance. 
GREENSBORO, 12 June, 1866. 


I have met Leach here this morning. He is not a can- 
didate and says he will not be under any circumstances. 
I thought you would like to know. 


From Edward R. Stanly to Nathaniel Boyden." 
NeEwsern, June 12, 1866. 


It was my intention while at Raleigh last week, to 
have had some conversation with you, relative to Rail 
Road matters, more particularly about the A. and N. C. 
R. R. and its management. 
From all I can learn, there has been a very great pres- Regardingrailroad 
appointments. 
sure upon the Governor and internal improvement board 
against the present management, of whom I am one. Now 
Sir, I desire for the present management is, that they 
should stand upon their true merits, as I do not propose to 
speak specially of their claims to reappointment but there 
is one thing that I will speak of, and that is, that the pres- 
sure I speak of, is confined to a section and to a “clique”, 
which I regret to say is in my own town and may be de- 
nominated the Whitford and Green “clique.” 
The paper here (Spelman’s) their organ, undertook to 


1 Nathaniel Boyden, a native of Massachusetts, came to North Car- 
olina in 1821. After teaching for a time he became a lawyer. At 
various times he lived in Guilford, Stokes, Surry and Rowan coun- 
ties. He was a member of the Legislature in 1838, 1840, and 1844. 
He was a member of Congress in 1847 and in 1868. He was a promi- 
nent member of the convention of 1865. In 1871 he became a Jus- 
tice of the North Carolina Supreme Court. 
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show up the present management, but finding it was in- 
juring the cause of its friends, has quieted down and given 
up the chase. This is the first letter I have ever attempted 
to write in reference to the management of any corpora- 
tion and were it not, that I am acquainted with you per- 
sonally and you with me, I would not now presume to do 
it. It is well known to you, that I have taken a personal 
interest in the R. R.’s of the State, not only by using what 
influence I had to get others interested in them, but by 
contributing of my time and means toward the building 
of them. I attended in your Town the first meeting relat- 
ing to your Road and I am one of the original subscribers 
to it, and when our Road was chartered, I was one of the 
Commissioners named in it and did all I could to aid in 
securing the charter and when we were in condition to or- 
ganize, was one of its first directors and its first secretary 
and treasurer, which office I resigned to take the first con- 
tract, being prompted to do so, because no one came for- 
ward who would take the entire contract and not enough 
to take it in smaller quantities, it was therefore decided 
that I should take the first contract proposed to be let, 
from Newbern to Kinston (33 miles) which included the 
completion of the road, excepting the cross ties and roll- 
ing stock, which I completed to the satisfaction of the En- 
gineer and board of Directors. I mention these things 
merely to show that I have some claims to be heard and 
I trust that I have too high an appreciation for honesty 
and truth, to misrepresent. In reference to the present 
and past managment of this (our Road) I must say with 
all its bad management, to any unprejudiced mind, a com- 
parison with the former, or Whitford Management, would 
certainly do its present managers no harm. Let us look 
at it as it really is—They took the road when it was new 
and required no repairs and ran it up to the war and what 
was its condition? It was gradually, or I may say rapidly 
running down and up to that time, never had paid a 
Dollar of the loan of Pour Hundred Thousand Dollars due 
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to the State, nor one cent to its stock-holders. Now let us 
see what is the new state of things during the year, or 
part of year of its present management, (for you know 
the road was held by the military for some time after their 
appointment) and until as every body believed and said, 
they had brought down all there was to come over the 
road. We took the road with everything out of order 
and no money to do anything towards rebuilding it, or to 
purchase or repair cars, engines, ete. 

What is our condition now? Nothwithstanding the 
broken down condition of the Road, and every thing ap- 
pertaining thereto, the road is in good running order, and 
its rolling stock as good, if not better than when the 
former management first took hold of it and it has all 
been paid out of the earnings under its present manage- 
ment. 

In a short conversation with Mr. Winston when in 
Raleigh, which was rather courted by himself, I made 
statements about the same as the above, which were 
prompted by his stating that there was a great pressure 
against the Governor and also the fact that I had heard it 
before. 

I make these statements to you, because of my long 
acquaintance with you and also because of your acquaint- 
ance with Dr. Ramsey and Mr. Winston as well as the 
Governor, and shall take it as a favor, if you will make 
such statements in reference to me, or any statements I 
have made as you may consider, from your acquaintance 
with me, they are entitled to. I do not make the state- 
ment I have, with any view or expectation of influencing 
the appointing power, but simply to present the matter in 
its true light, believing that improper representations have 
been made to the prejudice of the present management. 

I am aware that Mr. Whitford and his clique have 
many friends that are anxious to have him get control of 
the road, but it is more on account of advantages accruing 
to them personally than from any superior management 
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of Mr. Whitford and his friends, for I am sure that if his 
superior management has benefited any one, it has been 
himself and them and not the state or stock-holders. If I 
were not satisfied (I might say if I did not know) that 
their object in opposing the present management was an 
impure one, and one purely of a selfish nature, I would 
never have attempted to say one word in reference to it. 
Tt has always been so managed in this County, that the 
Proxy of this County has been put into the hands of Mr. 
Whitford’s friends and I have no doubt with that influ- 
ence and the one share stock-holders that he and_ his 
friends can be elected by the  stock-holders and _ con- 
sequently if he can succeed in getting such appointments 
as he wants by the state, the entire management will be 
in his hands. I did not intend in this letter to say any- 
thing especially of any member of the present manage+ 
ment, but without saying anything about the future Presi- 
dency it is due to Mr. Thomas, the present President to 
say, that he has devoted his entire time to the interests 
of the road and in my judgment (and I speak from per- 
sonal observation) his management as such, fully equals, 
if not surpasses the former. 

To say that every member of the present Board are 
thorough business men, would be saying what can rarely 
be said of any similar number of men appointed as they 
were, but one thing I do say, and that is, so far as I have 
known, they have shown every disposition possible, to use 
whatever of business talent they have for-the benefit of the 
road and not to forward the personal interests of them- 
selves, or a clique. I do not desire any public display of 
what I have said, but make the statements to you as a 
personal friend, that you may, if not inconsistent, put me 
right before those to whom prejudiced statements have 
been made. 

[P.8.] Reference to the list of stock-holders will show 
the amount of pecuniary interest held by myself and others. 
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Governor Worth’s Circular. 
To the People of North Carolina: 


san : : aS ‘ _ Explaining his 
Having been elected by you as your Governor in Novem- Pape es on, 


ber last, for a term, which will expire on the 1st. of Janu- fen 7s "eee 


ary next, and believing that my administration has met 
your approval, I announce myself a candidate for re-elec- 
tion in August next. 1866. 

I do not propose to canvass the State. The constant 
pressure of executive duties, many of which grow out of 
our anomalous political condition, require my constant at- 
tention. If the practice of canvassing at any time be a 
wise one, I am sure I could not do it at this time, without 
detriment to the public interests. Nor do I deem it ex- 
pedient to address to you an extcnded circular. My past 
life and actions furnish the best guaranty you can have 
as to. my future conduct. Into them I invite your candid 
scrutiny. 

Upon some of the matters now engaging public atten- 
tion, I deem it my duty to present you my views. 

I think the chief attention of a State Executive should 
be directed to State affairs; but in our present unfortunate 
condition it is proper, and it will be expected that I shall 
give you my views on national affairs. 

As a part of my early education, I was required to com- 
mit to memory and rehearse that portion of the farewell 
address of the father of his country, in which he so ear- 
nestly warns us to indignantly “frown upon the first dawn- 
ing of any attempt to alienate any portion of our country 
from the rest.” This became a fixed sentiment with me. 
The preservation of the Union has been the polar star of 
my political life. In the circular by which I announced 
myself as a candidate for the honorable position which I 
now fill, I referred to the fact that I had offered, in the 
House of Commons in 1831, resolutions denouncing nulli- 
fication; that as a Senator in the General Assembly of 
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1860-61, in a forlorn minority, I constantly combatted 
everything which I thought tended to disunion ; voting in 
May 1861, with only two others, against the call of a Con- 
vention. I referred also to a cireular which I addressed 
to my constituents in January 1861, when the question of 
Convention or no Convention was to be decided by their 
votes, in which I urged them not to be deceived by the ery 
that the Convention was to be called to “save the Union,” 
that it was called to “destroy it.” I then circulated among 
my constituents the celebrated speech of Andrew Johnson, 
then Senator from Tennessee and now President of the 
United States, in which he denounced with equal fervor 
Northern disumonism and Southern disunionism. I con- 
curred with him then, as cordially as I do now. 

In my circular of last October, I stated to you that I 
had always looked back on my course in all these instances 
with great satisfaction. In the ensuing election many of 
you who had always concurred with me, and many who 
had formerly differed with me in these views, voted for 
me. All who voted had recently renewed their allegiance 
to the United States by taking the oath prescribed in the 
President’s amnesty proclamation. I entertain no doubt 
that they took this oath with the honorable and sincere 
purpose faithfully to observe it. All desired that our 
former relations with the Union should be speedily re- 
newed. I regarded the cordial vote for me by many of 
those who had maintained the doctrine of secession, as in 
accordance with their recent pledge of loyalty to the United 
States, and as a token of respect for my consistent politi- 
cal record, and hence I received their support as alike 
creditable to them and to me. 

I declared in my cireular to you last Fall, and I now 
repeat, that if elected, ‘‘as far as my official position would 
enable me to do it, both from inclination and from con- 
viction of duty, I should endeavor to soften the animosi- 
ties which have grown out of the horrible war, now hap- 
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pily ended. If some of us have grievously erred, griev- 
ously have all of us atoned for it. I shall endeavor to en- 
courage a spirit of mutual forgiveness,—a return to habits 
of law and order, and steadfast attachment to the Union, 
which made us so great and prosperous a people while we 
adhered to the counsels of Washington.” I have endeay- 
ored to act in conformity to these promises. 

I refer to these prominent points in my political record 
and the circumstances under which you did me the honor 
to elect me last November, to counteract the unjust impres- 
sion which many have sought to make, at home and abroad, 
that my election was a disunion triumph. The imputa- 
tion is grossly unjust to me, and as I believe equally un- 
just to everybody who voted for me. 

My conduct in the discharge of my administrative 
duties is known to you; and I have so recently had ocea- 
sion, in my message to the General Assembly, to present 
my views in relation to State policy, which message was 
very extensively circulated throughout the State, that I 
deem it unnecessary to reiterate them. 

Wise policy requires, in order to restore prosperity and 
order, that every citizen quietly and industriously pursue 
his occupation, and obey the laws of his country while 
they are in force, however distasteful some of them may 
be. If we would have peace and plenty we must look for 
them as the fruit of order and industry.—The wisest legis- 
lation without these will be unavailing; and with them, 
the worst legislation will but retard the return of pros- 
perity. 

We are, as I think, unwisely and unconstitutionally ex- 
cluded from the National councils, but the results of war 
have made us powerless. It is unwise to indulge in de- 
nunciations of the dominant power, and not inconsistent 
with real dignity and proper self-respect, to abstain from 
intemperate remonstrance. Let us quietly pursue our sev- 
eral avocations, and hope that Providence will ultimately 
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guide the minds of our late foes to counsels becoming mag- 
nanimity and wise and generous statesmanship. 

The great object of all good men and wise statesmen 
should now be to mollify the passions which have grown 
out of the late conflict, and by all their influence to en- 
deavor to restore cordial reconciliation between the lately 
alienated sections. The good of our whole nation requires 
sincere and universal reconciliation. This cannot be if 
proscription and mutual crimination be indulged. The 
sublime injunctions of holy writ which forbid the indul- 
gence of malevolence, are universal in their application. 

In such a convulsion as that from which we are emerg- 
ing, many will have received grievous injuries. No good 
can spring from the indulgence of revengeful feeling. Let 
every good citizen exert himself to repress it. Both ‘phil- 
osophy and our religion rank forgiveness and charity 
among the chiefest of virtues, and as there are few of 
us who have not to ask forgiveness for our own acts, let 
us be merciful to each other. 

If you shall ré-elect me as your chief magistrate, I ap- 
peal to my past conduct to sustain me in the assurance 
that I will do all I can to prove myself worthy of your re- 
newed confidence. 


JONATHAN WortTH. 


To General Ruger. 


Rareten, June 13th 1866. 

The Gov. of S.C. asks me—‘“Are your tribunals 
(State) authorised to try all cases, civil and eriminal for 
and against freedmen and have provost Courts been abol- 
ished? If they have not, in what classes of cases do they 
still exercise jurisdiction.” 

If you can aid me in answering his interrogatory, I 
shall be obliged to you. 


He asks me for copies of our negro code also which I 
am ready to send. 
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His letter has been long delayed. An early reply from 
you will much oblige me. 


To James L. Orr.* 


Raueien, June 18th 1866. 

I send you to-day by Express a copy of our Revised 
Code and the recent Acts of our Genl Assembly relating 
to freedmen. . 

The premises in the 9th Sec. of our late Act page 102 
have been stricken out by our Convention now in Session. 

Our Courts have been allowed to take jurisdiction in all 
criminal matters and in all civil matters of importance to 
which freedmen were parties, but I have heard of recent 
instances of interference in petty matters, by officers of 
the Freedman’s Bureau. The military authorities have 
laid down no well defined rule of jurisdiction. 

With the view to answer your inquiry more fully I have 
addressed to Major Genl Ruger, Military Commandant 
and Chief of the Freedman’s Bureau in this State a re- 
quest that he will furnish me his views as to the extent of 
jurisdiction which he claims in relation to controversies 
to which a negro is a party.. When I shall have received 
his answer I will apprise you of its purport or send you 


a copy. 
Corumsta, S. C. 


1 James L. Orr, of South Carolina, Speaker of the 35th Congress, 
Treaty Commissioner of South Carolina in 1860, member of Confed- 
erate Congress, and at this time Governor of the State. 
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From Judge D. F. Caldwell. 
Sarispury, June 13th 1866. 

I herewith inclose you my application for a pardon at 
the hands of President Johnson. When his Amnesty proc- 
lamation first issued I very soon appeared before Hill 
Spain and took the oath preseribed before him the original 
of which I herewith inclose. No questions were asked me 
about the value of my real estate, and as I had been dur- 
ing the whole war an humble officer in the Bank, and from 
Dee. 1861 a paralysed officer, and at no time had taken 
any part in the war, I did not think or believe it was 
necessary for me to make a special application to the Presi- 
dent for a pardon. At the first election which first hap- 
pened after I took the Amnesty oath the Justices of the 
Peace refused my vote at first, but being my near neigh- 
bors and knowing me and all about me allowed me to vote 
on my taking the oath, a copy of which I also inclose you. 
Several of my friends advised a special pardon from the 
President, but I distrusted their advice as I had done 
nothing, and only happened to own over twenty thousand 
dollars worth of land in N. Carolina and Alabama. 

I lost one hundred and thirty negroes and soon found 
that my condition required me to sell my real estate, and 
I am sorry to say I shall have to sell it all to meet all my 
losses of the war and pay debts. I am in very feeble health, 
and desire to sell as soon as possible. Tho’ the attack was 
not violent, yet I have been growing weaker every day. 

Now my dear Sir you and I were raised in adjoining 
counties, and my political life is well known to you, and 
I beg you to let the President know of my steadfast oppo- 
sition to Nullification and Secession. I can say truly that 
my open and decided opposition to both made me very 
many enemies. I admit after the War began my feelings 


’ David F. Caldwell had been a member of the Legislature from 
1816 to 1820 and from 1829 to 1832. In 1844 he became a Judge of 
the Superior Court and held that position until the close of the war. 
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were with the South, but in my judgment I condemned the 
War. I failed however in my duty to the Federal govern- 
ment at this time and in approbation of President John- 
son’s course of conduct owing to my private affairs and 
my very feeble state of health, I must rely on you to get 
this matter through speedily. 

Your conduct is approved in this Dist. and you may 
be at ease. I beg your kind and speedy attention to this 
matter. Some of the persons desirmg to purchase may 
object to my title till I have a special pardon. I was ad- 
vised by Mr. Blackmer that it was not necessary that I 
should affix my oath to this application. I pray you to 
keep me advised. 


To B. 8S. Hedrick. 


Rareien, June 18/66. 

The Convention is about to provide for a Lt. Gov. A 
large number of the prominent men, (among them Pool, 
Thompson, Dick, Settle and others it is understood) have 
decided to unite in my election and have no opposition— 
but they will probably run a man for Lt. Gov. who did 
not vote for me last Novr, while Mr. Pell and many 
others of my friends will insist on running Ferebee or 
other ante-Holden men on this ticket with me. I choose 
to stand entirely on my own legs—and hence have an- 
nounced myself. I send a few copies of my card. Write 
me what you think of it. 

At present all talk of opposition to me has about ceased. 


From J. M. Coffin. 
Sauispury June 13th 1866. 


Tf it is not too presumptious on my part I would hke to 
receive the appointment of State director on the N. C. R. 
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R. for the next year. The only favor that ever has been 
shown me by officers and stockholders of the Road, was to 
elect me last year as one of the committee of finance, which 
I have tried to discharge my duty, etc. I think it very 
doubtful that any of the same board will be elected again, 
as I understand the old committee are all candidates again. 
I feel that I have some claims on the Stockholders, as I am 
one of the hundred men that came up and took eighty 
shares of stock each which I still yet own, and I spent over 
two years of hard work on the Road, and again I learn 
that there is now some of the directors that does not own 
one cent of Stock in the road. 
Your attention to the above will be thankfully recd. 


From B. S. Hedrick. 
Wasnineton, D. C. June 13, 1866. 


R. W. King of Lenoir (Kinston, and Member of the 
Convention) has been nominated as collector for Newbern. 
I have frequently heard Mr. King mentioned as a Union 
man and as one very competent for such an office, but I 
was under the impression that he could not take the test 
oath, that he had been rebel Salt Commissioner, or held 
some petty office under the Confederacy, so as to prevent 
him from taking the oath. If this is so he had better de- 
cline the office in advance. 
Mr. Manning who was recommended sometime ago for 
Edenton, was very highly recommended by Judge Brooks. 
Relating 70 his I have just seen your circular, and am well pleased with 
circular, ; : : 
it. There are only three words in it that I would have 
desired to have omitted, and they are substantially the 
same as were in your last message. In the message the 
words were “our late enemies” and in the circular “our 
late foes.” The report of the reconstruction Committee 
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utterly ignores the existence of a single Union man in the 
South. So far as N. C. is concerned this is a great wrong 
and unexcusable. But to make all the people of the North 
“our late foes” seems to me to be adopting the theories of 
this Committee, that all are Union North and all rebel 
South. The President and Mr. Lincoln also would never 
admit that the rebel Govt. was any Govt. at all, and so 
they always refused to treat with the Confederacy in any 
manner. ‘The Govt. of the U. S. would recognize insur- 
gents in the field with arms in their hands, and treat with 
them in regard to exchange of prisoners and terms of sur- 
render, but it always refused to recognize the rebel Civil 
Govt. So it seems to me that the term “late enemies” was 
not the proper term to apply to the U. 8. The only par- 
ties in the contest are the lawful authorities of the U. S. 
and the individuals who set that authority at defiance. 

The tone and spirit of the circular will T think com- 
mend itself to the right minded men of the State, and I 
believe it will be a bond of harmony. Nothing could be 
more imprudent now than to have a bitter controversy over 
the local affairs of the State. 

The President’s private secretary has promised a few 
more pardons for N. C. which I hope will be sent in a 
few days. 


To Hugh McCulloch. 


Rarriew June 13 1866. 
After conference with the delegates in the Convention 
from the vicinity of Edenton, I concur in the recommen- 
dation of Chas. G. Manning as Collector of the Customs 
for Edenton, N. ©. 


Wasuineton D. C. 
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Rareieu. June 14 1866. 

I have returned the bonds issued during the war. Noth- 
ing can be done with them now. It is possible future leg- 
islation may make them worth something. Keep them 
and await events. They will bring nothing in the stock 
market—or next to nothing now. 

I have retained 8 coupons from old bonds each for 
$30.—ainounting to $240. Under the act of the last Genl 
Assembly you are entitled to fund these in new bonds. The 
bonds must be $100. $500.—or $1000. and the Treasury 
is not authorised to pay any change. The bonds will bear 
interest from 1 January last. On the 1 day of Novr. next 
two $100. bonds will amount to $210. requiring 7 of your 
coupons. As to the remaining coupon of $30., I can sell 
it at 58 per cent. im currency—or can buy at about the 
same rate and get $70. more of coupons and get three 
bonds of $100. each. I can sell all your coupons $240. 
for $127.20 currency. 

So much uncertainty rests on the future that I beg to 


be excused from advising you which of the three plans is 


best. I incline to the taking of two bonds and holding or 
selling the remaining coupons. Write me what to do. 


From Joseph Addison Worth. 


Fayvetrevitie June 14th 1866. 

T am at a loss to know what to do or say, and conse- 
quently call on you for advice. A number of persons are 
very anxious that I should run for the Legislature, and 
strange to say some of them are men who last year voted 
for Holden against you. This town must go down to a 
poor affair if the Western Road is not extended to Greens- 
boro, and how it ean be done I ean not see. 
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There are two candidates only, John W. Baker, Jr and 
Col. Wm. Alderman both of them are hard cases, and both 
are Holden men, but will not I think be willing to own it. 

I see no way to leave my business. The boating requires 
the closest attention and at that will not pay much profit. 
The Host is under repairs now and will cost from 3 to 4 
thousand dollars to get it done. The Governor is doing as 
much work as all the rest of the Boats, but the price of 
freight is so low she cant? make much money. I was com- 
pelled to give in the tax for the State on the whole amt. 
of the income or dividends. I suppose you understood 
that and did not give in your dividend. If so you did 
wrong. All the taxes of the Company have been paid by 
the Agents. When B. G. gets here we will consolidate the 
two boats into one company. I have as yet got no settle- 
ment of our Northern debts but think I will do so soon. I 
shall have to pay all that is paid. Our mule operation 
turned out poor. Just as we started off with our mules 
cotton and Gold Lumber Turpentine and all were fully 
fresh. We drove them to Savannah, Ga. and part of them 
back to Lumberton before we sold them and had to sell 
many for notes and acceptancy which do not fall due till 
Nov. I think I may get out of the Rosin operation with 
a loss of $1000. and shall think I have done well. If I 
could have got through with the job could have made each 
$12000.00 Business is dull here and I see but little 
chance for improvement. I will not attempt business till 
I see things settle down to something. 

What coms. business I do I cannot get paid for. No 
one talks of paying an old debt. I do not know what to 
do with my children they must go to school. I had hoped 
to be able to send John to Chapel Hill but I find I cannot. 
Is it a good school and about what is the cost of sending 
there. John has a good head and would make a man if 
he has a chance, is a sober and steady as can be, let me know 
what you think of the thing in full. 
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Barzillai is making money fast in N. Y. but his chil- 
dren will be forever ruined if he does not get them under 
his immediate eye and attention. They are wild and al- 
most crazy. I hope he may be able to get them where they 
can be managed. As soon as we get The Host done and 
the Election is over we shall send for you and such of your 
friends as you may choose to bring to come down on a 
frollic to Washington. 

I do not think it possible for the Holden faction to make 
a showing in this County again in fact he has but a few 
a very few followers left here, and you will get almost 
double the vote you got before. Your circular is as non- 
committal as I could wish. I think the true plan is not 
to make a pledge or commit yourself on any thing. I fear 
old Pell does you harm now and then by pitching into 
such men as Pool, Dick, ete. but I do not know that I am 
a Judge. Love to all. 


From B. S. Hedrick. 


Wasuineton, D. C. June 14, 1866. 

After a good deal of delay a small parcel of Pardons 
have been issued, and will I understand be sent to you 
direct from the President’s office. Of this number G. W. 
Purifoy of Orange and Wm. B. Edmundson of Wayne, 
(now living in Wilmington), have written letters to me 
stating that they write at your suggestion, and that they 
are much in need of their pardons. I put in two Jones 
of Wake, hoping thereby to get the right Jones, viz Red- 
ding Jones and J. M. Jones. I could find no papers from 
any other Jones from Wake. Atwell of Rowan is a neigh- 
bor of my father, so I put him in. 8. A. Norfleet and 
Cotton of Bertie I put in at the request of Hon. John Pool, 
and he will take charge of them. As it is impossible to 
get the whole issued at once I selected about fifty at ran- 
dom, and from such information as I had, and asked that 
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they be issued at once, and I think they will be. There 
are about five hundred remaining to be signed, in fact 
most of those announced as pardoned by Holden previous 
to the last election. The pardons belonging to that list 
you will early recognize, as they are all dated in Nov. 
1865. They were filled up at that time, but for some rea- 
son went to the garret of the State Dept. instead of going 
to the Executive Mansion. 


To J. M. Coffin. 


Raxreien. June 15/66. 

Yours of the 13th inst. is reed. 

I had decided some time ago to tender you the appoint- 
ment of proxy for the State at the next annual meeting 
of the stockholders of N. C. R. R. D. A. Davis will ex- 
pect the appointment as Director. If you and he and my 
friend Dr. Ramsey can arrange the matter satisfactorily 
I will be glad. 

I would be glad to say much to you—have not time. 
When you come to Raleigh make my house your home. 


SALISBURY. 


From B. S. Hedrick. 
Wasuineton, D. C. June 15, 1866. 
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I received this morning yours of the 13th inclosing your Advice as to affairs 
circular. I heartily approve of every sentiment in it, and ‘Or *™"00n* 


have no fault with any words except as indicated in my 
letter of yesterday. I shall be really glad if our people 
will all agree to re-elect you without opposition, for there 
is so much to be done yet before what you have undertaken 
is accomplished, that I wish that the people may give you 
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such hearty and unusual support as will make you inde- 
pendent of parties and factions. 

If the Convention is determined to have a Lieut. Gov. 
then of course there must be candidates for it. But I 
would prefer the old way of having the President of the 
State Senate the Lieut. Gov. instead of making a Lieut. 
Gov. to be ex-officio President of the Senate. If they 
should make the office of Lieut. Goy. an office to be filled 
by the people, I think it would be as well to have the office 
of Sec. of State also elected by the people. The State 
ticket would then embrace Goy., Lieut. Gov. and Sec. of 
State. 

If different. parties in the State insist upon a trial of 
strength, then the plan of running two tickets, one say 
with you and Ferrebee, and the other with you and Settle 
or Dick, I do not think a great deal of harm would come 
of it. It might perhaps be the means of recovering party 
strength. But in such a combat I feel quite sure that the 
ticket with Col. Ferebee on it would run behind the one 
with Dick or Settle. In the first place the West has the 
most votes, and they would hkely go for the man from 
that end of the State, and in the 2nd place those who go 
with Mr. Pell’s views are in a minority in the State. But 
for having the embodiment of Secession and demogoguing 
in the person of Holden for a candidate the party that 
Holden wished to vote for him would have carried the 
State. I do not know whether that would have been of 
any great advantage. I rather think that we have a bet- 
ter chance to get rid of old devil issues and parties by the 
course that things have taken. By next year there will 
be new issues and new parties, when every one can arrange 
himself according to his opportunities. This year it is 
better to cultivate good feeling and endeavor to assuage 
party feelings. The people need to be better informed in 
regard to national affairs than they are likely to be under 
the present order of things. It seems to me that there is 
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not a paper in the State that treats national affairs so as 
to command respect for disinterested parties abroad. Until 
they can do that they cannot expect to have any weight 
with those opposed to them. . 

Col. E. W. Jones of Plymouth has resigned as Collector 
of Internal Revenue for the 1st Collection District and it 
is necessary to find a suitable man to succeed him. I think 
that Mr. W. H. Ritch of Beaufort County (town of Wash- 
ington) will be the best man in the District. Mr. Ritch 
was a thorough union man throughout the war. He went 
off with Holden last summer but I think was satisfied be- 
fore he got through the year that he had gone into bad 
company. He and Col. Jones are good friends, and I be- 
lieve it would be but an act of justice to let Mr. Ritch have 
the place. He suffered greatly in property during the war. 
Would you be willing to recommend Mr. Ritch, or would 
you prefer some other man? Mr. Ritch was a resident 
of Washington, N. C. many years before the war, and is 
a man of good business capacity and of sterling integrity. 

With highest regards, 

[P. S.J—I think it would be best to publish the par- 
dons as received. 


From Lewis Hanes, to Dr. J. W. Jones. 
Satispury N. C. June 16th 1866. 


I expected to have received a package of money from 
you this morning, but was disappointed. Since I saw you 
I have received a little from other sources, and my pros- 
pects generally look much better, my list of subscribers as 
well as my advertising patronage is on the increase. If 
you can succeed in getting me $150. or $200. I think I 
can get along, relying upon something from my friends in 
Raleigh. I have stated in my paper that The Old North 
State was now established upon a permanent basis and ap- 
pealed to my friends to aid me in extending my circula- 
tion. 
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I have had to borrow to $125 upon the hope of getting 
that much in a few days through you. If you can do any- 
thing please attend to it by the middle of next week. » I 
hope you have seen my last paper. 


To B.. 8. Hedrick. 
RaLEien, June 16th 1866. 


The North and the South, as sections, were lately ar- 
rayed against each other as armed beligerants. All the 
people in each section did not concur in the war, but the 
great body of the people arrayed themselves on the side of 
their sections. The words in my late communications to 
which you except, “late foes” or “those whom we lately 
called our enemies” were used but as synonymous with a 
longer phrase, “‘the people of the States who, during the 
late rebellion, did not join the Confederacy, but adhered 
to the United States.”” They were certainly our late foes. 
The two sections were at war with each other. J am truly 
gratified that the main sentiments of my address to the 
public meet your approval. I am not able to perceive the 
force of your objection and hope, on reflection, you will 
arrive at my conclusion, that the difference is simply one 
of taste and verbiage, having nothing substantial in it. 

It will scarcely be possible for me to make you realise 
the labor and trouble to which I am subjected in explain- 
ing to the five or six hundred men, published as pardoned, 
in Oct. and Nov. last, why their pardons do not come to 
hand. You say I can recognize these “as they are dated 
in Noy. 1865. They were filled up at that time but for 
some reason went into the garret of the State Dept., in- 
stead of going to the executive mansion.” I can give no 
satisfactory explanation as to these petitioners, officially 
advertised as pardoned in Oct. and Nov. last. 

At present the opposing elements seem to conspire in 
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re-electing me Govr. without opposition. The extremes 
unite on me, with reluctance—And some of my very zeal- 
ous friends injure me. Every indiscretion of any paper 
supporting me is held up by Holden as my indiscretion. I 
have no news-paper organ and never have had. I am 
justly responsible only for what appears over my name. 
Mr. Pell is my sincere friend but he says much which I 
would prefer were left unsaid. Holden is politically dead. 
I fear father Pell’s galvanic battery imparts some vitality 
to him. 


Wasurineton, D. C. 


From J. M. Leach." 
Wasuineton, D. C. June 16th 1866. 


The Collectorship of Wilmington is narrowed down be- 
tween J. P. Foster a friend of yours who worked for your 
election, and a Lt. Fuller ex United States Quarter Master 
and Massachusetts radical and against you. Foster is 
well-qualified and has recommendations of Wilmington 
merchants, Secty. McCulloch will appoint him on your 
recommendation. Please telegraph to stay matters and 
write immediately. J am here for McLean and Genl. 
Seales. 


1 James M. Leach. of Davidson, was educated at West Point. He 
began the practice of law in North Carolina. He was a member of 
the Legislature from 1848 to 1856, 1865 to 1867, and in 1879. He was 
a member of Congress from 1859 to 1861, and from 1871 to 1875. He 
was a Colonel in the Confederate service and a member of the Cen_ 
federate Congress. 
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From Tyre York. 
Trav Hirt, N. C. June 16, 1866. 


I understand General Leach is to oppose you this sum- 
mer on a general repudiation platform which is very ob- 
noxious to our people. J am very much surprised at the 
General to throw his ship upon such a boisterous sea, but 
nevertheless men sometimes have to be taught a lesson and 
I think the General will learn one this summer that he 
will remember a long time. 

Gov. let me say to you in the way of a stimulant that 
your vote will be much increased in the west in our county 
on last election your vote was small but this time I feel 
sure you will carry the county by a handsome majority— 
people do not like the principle of repudiating private con- 
tracts and will not support any man who favors such. I 
do not expect to become a candidate this summer again but 
expect to make several speeches in your behalf, and think 
most of the candidates will be your friends though I do 
not want you to fall slack in your efforts. I will write you 
again before long and let you know how times are, etc., ete. 


To Z. B. Vance. 


Rareien, June 17/66. 

You will see in the Standard to-day that notice is made 
to you and Jo. Turner as desiring to be appointed Prest. 
of the N. C. R. R. Your letter to me was marked confi- 
dential. It is possible you may think I have spoken of 
your expression indisereetly. This is not the case. Col. 
Little, Mr. Pell and others of your ardent friends, without 
any agency of mine, in some way unknown to me got 
knowledge of your wishes and pressed the matter on me 
so vehemently that I was forced to make to them the same 
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explanation I made to you. You must have confided your 
wishes to others besides me—and petty demons of the 
Raleigh press have by some means gotten hold of it. I 
can’t breathe aloud but some indiscreet friend or base 
scoundrel misconceives or inverts or perverts what I say 
or what I do not say. 


From J. M. Leach. 
| Telegram. | 
Wasuineton, D. C. June 17th 1866. 


The Foster I request you to recommend is a conserva- 
tive gentleman not of course the would be member of 
Congress. The President and Secretary desire and wait 
your recommendation for your friend Foster. Please for- 
ward by telegraph and letter. 


To W. H. Seward. 
Rareien, June 18 1866. 


On the 10th Oct. 1865 our State Convention passed an 
ordinance that all persons who had proffered petitions for 
pardon under the President’s proclamation of the 29th 
May last, and whose pardons should be announced by the 
Governor, although the pardon should not have been re- 
ceived, should be entitled to vote in the election for Gover- 
nor, members of Assembly, ete to take place on the 9th 
Nov. following. On the 20th Oct. some 400 petitions ap- 
peared to have been forwarded and within a few days 
thereafter 100 more were sent, all recommended for par- 
don. And on the 31st Oct. and for a few days thereafter 
some 600 names were announced by the Prov. Govr., in 
the Standard newspaper of this City, as pardoned. These 
pardons so announced did not come to hand when I en- 
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tered on the discharge of my duties as Civil Govr. on the 
28th Deer. last. I have made repeated efforts through 
Gov. Swain, Mr. Hedrick of your city, and others to get 
these pardons. It is represented to me that upon their 
passing the Atto. General’s office, they were advertised as 
pardoned, but that they are still detained in your depart- 
ment. 

I am grievously annoyed in answering inquiries in rela- 
tion to these pardons. From various considerations, all 
who have been led to believe by the official announcement 
that their pardons have been granted, are importunate to 
get the evidence of it—and hard to satisfy as to the de- 
tention. 

I beg you, if there be not sufficient reason to the con- 
trary, that these pardons, officially announced by Gov. 
Holden as granted last Fall may be immediately for- 
warded to me’ 

If a list of them be required, I will forward it. Mr. 
Hedrick has the Standard of 31 Oct., announcing some 
five hundred of them. I forwarded it to him to be ex- 
hibited to the Prest. or to you or some proper officer. 

I hope I shall be excused from pressing the matter upon 
your attention. JI am supplied with inadequate clerical 
force and continually compelled to answer inquiries about 
these advertised pardons, without being able to give any 
satisfactory explanation. 


Wasuineton, D. C. 


[| Telegram. | 
To Hugh McCulloch. 
Rareren. June 18th 1866. 


T am assured by a reliable merchant of Wilmington, | 
that Richard Savage is the unanimous choice of the mer- 
chants of that place as Collector of the port of Wilming- 
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ton. He resides in New York, but is a native of Wilming- 
ton. I hope he will be appointed. Will write by mail. 


Wasuineton, D. C. 


To Hugh McCulloch. 


Rareren, June 18 1866. | 
I am in receipt of a telegram from Hon. J. M. Leach 
of this State, now in your city, informing me that J. P. 
Foster and a Lt Fuller are competing for the Collector- 
ship at Wilmington N. C. and desiring me to recommend 
the former. I know nothing of either beyond what he 
states. Upon the facts, as stated by him, I should have no 
hesitation in preferring Foster. I have written to Wil- 
mington for information. If you desire it, I will rec- 
ommend, as soon as I am sufticiently informed to warrant 
me in making a recommendation. I have asked for an 
answer from Wilmington by telegram. 


Wasuinetron D. C. 


To Hugh McCulloch. 
Rareran, June 18 1866. 

I have received two telegrams from Washington City 
from a citizen of this State, within the past two days, noti- 
fying me that a Mr. Foster and a Mr. Fuller were com- 
peting for the appointment of Collector at the port of 
Wilmington N. C. Not knowing anything about either of 
them, I sent a telegram to a discreet merchant in Wilming- 
ton inquiring whether the one or the other would be ac- 
ceptable; and in the event some one who could take the 
oath, would be preferable to either of them, to advise me. 
T have received for answer that Richard Savage, native of 
Wilmington and now residing in New York, is the “unani- 
mous choice of the merchants of Wilmington.” I have no 
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hesitation in recommending the appointment of Mr. Say- 
age in preference to either of the other competitors. 


To J. G. Ramsey. 
Rareicu June 19th 1866. 


To enable us to understand and perform our responsible 


Coneeming duties as to the appointment of Directors on the several 
ilroad : : 2 i 
ments PP" Railroads I have proposed to Mr. Winston and obtained 


his concurrence that we attend the annual meetings of the 
stockholders of each Company and appoint the State Di- 
rectors after collecting all the information we can. I have 
mentioned the design to a number of men of intelligence 
and all concede it is a proper departure from old usage. 

The annual meetings, so far as I have ascertained the 
times and places of meeting are as follows— 


A. & N.C. R. R. Beaufort last Thursday in June 


R. & G. R. R= Raleigh first “ July 
NGC Hillsboro second =“ a 
WANs GSR: last : Aug. 
W. & W....... Wilmington Novr. 


I hope you will concur in this plan. By letter of Govr. 
Morehead recd this morning he informs me that he, Dr. 
Holt and Will. Murdock will leave Co.’s Shops on Tues- 
day morning 26 and examine the road to Goldsboro and 
on Wed. and Thursday go to Newbern and Beaufort. They 
will go on a special train. He invites us to go with them. 
I wish to accept the invitation. Will you join them at 
the shops ? 

On’ consultation with Mr. Winston, I find we cannot 
accept Gov. Morehead’s invitation. We will go down by 
the train leaving here Wednesday night about 9 o’clock. 


Rowan Mitts. 
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I have decided to attend all the annual mectings of the Railroad appoint- 


R. R. stockholders with my board, but cannot join you. I 
will go down Wednesday night with Mr. Winston and Dr. 
Ramsey. 

The provision in the charters of several of the roads re- 
quiring the Gov. and Council to appoint Directors I re- 
gard as repealed by the act subsequently passed conferring 
this power on the Board of Internal Improvement. This 
is the interpretation given to the act by all administrations 
since its passage. 

Our party may come back with you. 


GREENSBORO. 


To James L. Orr. 
RaxrricH June 19/66. 


Since writing you a few days ago I find our Convention 
has repealed the 11th Sec. of our law relating to free ne- 
groes whereby an attempt to commit a rape by a negro on 
a white female was made a capital felony,—the attempt 
to commit this crime by a white man not being a felony. 
This discrimination was made the grounds of complaint 
by the officers of the Freedmen’s bureau and our Conven- 
tion by the repeal of the two provisos to Sec. 9 and the 
ordinance which I inclose have sought to avoid all pretext 
of interference with our Courts in the administration of 
justice where one of the parties is a negro. 


To B. S. Guion. 
Rareieun June 20/66. 


The constant pressure of imperative business and the 
want of adequate clerical force furnish my excuse for not 
giving you an earlier answer. 


ments. 
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I shall appoint directors on the R. R. in reference to 
their fitness to discharge the duties required of them and 
do not propose to ask and do not desire to know for whom 
they will vote as Supt. 

I thank you for the courteous terms in which you have 
submitted your inquiry. 

I shall attend, with my board, all the annual meetings 
of the stockholders and there appoint the State Directors. 
It is not yet decided whom we will appoint. 


LIncoLnTon. 


To Alex. M. Davis. 
Raxreicu, June 20 1866. 


At your request I make the following statement as to 
the destitution of certain counties in this State. This in- 
formation is derived from the members representing these 
counties in the Convention now sitting here, and other re- 
liable sources. 


Catawba County ) Cherryville, the terminus of the 

Cleveland ) Wilmington, Charlotte and Ruth- 

Rutherford “ ) erford R. R. is the most conven- 

Polk * ) ient Depot. The most expeditious 

route is by Portsmouth Va. and this city and Charlotte 

NEG: 

Buncombe County—Depo—Morganton—Via Portsmouth, 
Va. Raleigh and Salisbury N. C. 

Madison County—Depo Greenville Te. by R. R. from 
Richmond to Chattanooga. 


These remote Western Counties were devasted by the 
contending armies, and by robbers not in either army. 
They were stripped, not only of food, but of the horses 
and mules necessary to make a full crop. They had not 
an adequate amount of seed wheat and corn and potatoes. 


1 One of the staff of the New York Tribune. 
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At the close of the war they had no money and almost 
literally nothing to sell. There being no Bank of discount 
in the State and public and private credit almost annihi- 
lated, it has been impossible even for those left with prop- 
erty, to procure provisions. Many well to do in the world, 
I am assured, cannot get enough bread, and many appre- 
hend that actual starvation will occur. The State has 
neither money nor credit to spare for their relief. 

If the benevolent associations North, of which you spoke 
to me, are disposed to do any thing for the relief of these 
destitute people, let them send flour or corn. Many of 
them say give us bread, and we will do without meat. 

If any thing shall be sent to Madison County, Geo. W. 
Gahagan, P. O. Marshall, Madison County, N. C. assured 
me he would distribute it to the most needy. He is a mem- 
ber of the State Convention which is expected to adjourn 
two or three days hence. 

If any thing be sent for the other Counties and I shall 
be notified of it, I will procure suitable men to make 
proper distribution of it. 

I could buy and forward corn from the Eastern Coun- 
ties if I had money. 

The Asst. Comr. of the Freedman’s Bureau, on the 8th 
May last, furnished me with a copy of a resolution, offered 
in Congress, by Mr. Kelly .and adopted on 1 May last, 
looking to the relief of the destitute in the late insurgent 
States. I immediately requested the Sheriffs of the differ- 
ent Counties to report to said Comr. the condition of their 
several Counties. I have not heard of any subsequent ac- 
tion looking to the supplying of the destitute. 


To A. 8. Merrimon. 
Rarrieu, June 20 1866. 


I have forwarded your report as to the Ledfords. I 
called on Mr. Henry and let him read what you said. He 
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responded fully endorsing your narration. I requested 
him to put his statement in writing to be forwarded with 
yours. He limited his written statement to a certificate 
that you are an impartial judge, and a wish that your sug- 
gestion as to the appointment of a commission to inquire 
how justice has been administered in this State. He spoke 
in high terms of Col Coleman’s conduct as Solicitor, but 
made no reference to him in his certificate. He declined 
to certify the correctness of your narrative of the facts, 
on the ground that his memory, on reflection, did not en- 
tirely accord with yours. 

In forwarding yours and Henry’s certificates I made no 
reference to your suggestion as to a commission to examine 
into the administration of justice, emphatically asserted 
my belief that justice was as ably and impartially admin- 
istered in N. C. as in any State in the Union and com- 
mended your narrative to careful consideration. 

I peremptorily refused to pardon the Henderson rioter 
without your recommendation and am glad I resisted it. 
Gash and Jones joined in the petition. I am surprised 


they did so. 


I will grant no pardon on an ex parte petition, without 
hearing from the judge who tried the case. 

The Holden men now threaten to bring out Dockery 
against me with Settle as Lt. Govr. 


P. S.—I am satisfied that certain men here do Col. 
Coleman great injustice. 


From B.S. Hedrick. 
Wasurneton, D. C. June 20th 1866. 


I have not yet received Monday’s (18th) Sentinel, so 
I do not know what it may contain, but I have Tuesday’s 
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(19th) and see from it that the last small lot of pardons 
has been received. I do not now a days see the New Bern 
“Times” and do not know what fault he finds with your 
circular, but judge from the slight extracts found in the 
“Sentinel” that the “Times” finds it rather difficult to 
“onaw.” 

The latest sensation is that W. W. Holden has been 
nominated for Minister to San Salvador. I think that 
this proves what I have often said that Holden has com- 
pletely humbugged the President as to his antecedents. 
Forney last summer puffed up Holden as an ultra Union 
man, who had been fighting Jeff. D. for four years. This 
nomination of Holden will bring matters to a head, unless 
Holden has the smartness to decline in advance of any ac- 
tion by the Senate: But should the President leave his 
nomination before the Senate, as I hope he will, the Senate 
must either confirm or reject him. If he is confirmed the 
horror of radicals about “traitors” for office, will be pretty 
well shown up. If they reject him it will be for cause, 
and then the people of N. C. will learn a few things about 
the influence of the great humbug W. W. H. 

Gen. Leach, Bob. McLain and Alf. Scales are here. 
Leach says he has been several times solicited to run 
against you, but that it.is all given up now. 

There is still some contest here about collector of Wil- 
mington. JI have not got the straight of the matter. A 
man named Fuller, and another named Foster are now 
the contestants. Savage was in on one side of a triangular 
fight, but I think has withdrawn. I have taken no part 
with either. I did not know till recently that Mr. Quince 
was to be removed. Had I known that there was to be a 
change I should have urged my brother John A. Hedrick 
for the place. He has served four years at Beaufort, N. 
C. and I believe with entire satisfaction to the Department. 
The charges alleged against Mr. Quince are that he is neg- 
ligent and inefficient. Fuller and Foster are both recently 
from the North. 
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Mr. Bond of Edenton on your recommendation has been 
nominated for Collector of Int. Rey. for the 1st Dist. I 
do not know much about him, but if he has sufficient busi- 
ness tact, will I judge make a faithful officer. He is favor- 
ably spoken of by Judge Brooks and others who know him. 
I thought Mr. Ritch would have been the better man, but 
do not know enough of Mr. Bond to form an opinion. 


P. S. The more I think of it the more I feel that 
Holden has urged for this nomination as Minister only 
for the purpose of declining. It may be that he thinks 
he can get confirmed and then decline. In this I think 
he will run considerable risk. 


From Josiah Turner, Jr. 


Hixtxissoro June 20th 1866. 


I have just had a talk with Samuel Means. I deem him 
a special good director. 

He thinks it would be bad policy for the Governor to at- 
tend the various meetings soon to be held of the different 
corporations in the State. His reasons were that there 
were so many to be disappointed and dissatisfied that the 
Governor had better do it at a distance, it would not hurt 
so bad. Morehead he said would certainly be a_ stock- 
holder-director. He thought the appointment should be 
made a few days before the meeting. He did not tell you 
so but the more he thought of it the more he was con- 
vinced of the correctness of his opinions. I wrote you a 
week ago as to Starbuck, asking if he was to be a director 
please inform me. 
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To J.-M. Leach. 


Raveien. June 21 1866. 
The Wilmington merchants say that Savage’s applica- 
tion was withdrawn only when told that Fuller had been 
appointed—and that it has been renewed. 


Wasuinerton, D. C. 


To B.S. Hedrick. 
Raxeieu. June 21 1866. 


Savage is the unanimous choice of the merchants of 
Wilmington. He is a native of Wilmington. He resides 
in New York—can take the oath. I have recommended 
him. Hope you will aid in getting him appointed. 


Wasuineton, D. C. 


To B. 8. Hedrick. 
Raxreicu, June 21 1866. 


641 


I sent on the 5th Jan., in my long list, a petition for North{Carolina 
? 5 2 politics. 


Jno. B. Cawthorn, of Warren.—13th Exception.—I also 
sent on the 19th Jan. the petition of Robt. T. Gray— 
Forsythe—1 exception—Wm. B. Whitehead—Wilming- 
ton petitioned 20 Oct.—recommended for pardon by 
Govr. Holden. None of these men are politicians or ever 
were as J understand. Lach of them has special reasons 
for urging his pardon. Try to get them and much oblige. 

The friends of Holden have held two considerable cau- 
cuses, last night and the night before to bring out oppo- 
sition to me. Dockery for Govr. and Settle for Lt. Govr. 
is their present program. Pool and Dick and Thompson 
and many others oppose this scheme. They have agreed 
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to postpone for the present. Settle urges the thing. I do 
not hear of the defection of any body who supported me 
last Fall. Vast numbers who voted for Holden are new 
zealously for me. If I can repress the imprudent zeal of 
many of my supporters all will be well. 

If the Senate will approve and H. will go to San Salva- 
dor it will be a most happy riddance to this State. 


Wasuineton, D. C. 


From Messrs. Holland and Wilder. 
Yarsoroven Hovse, | Rareten N. C,] 
June 21st ’66. 
Your Excs try, 

We called upon the Judge Advocate, but he thinks, that 
his official position would make it inadvisable for him to 
go to the General relative to the Parol for Major J. H. 
Gee, and hence we have to trouble you with the request 
that your Excelleney will call upon the General this fore- 
noon if convenient, for that purpose (as the General will 
not be likely to be at the Head-Quarters in the afternoon). 
Major Gee was very ill yesterday, and will not even admit 
his actual condition except to his friends, anyone however 
can see the marked change in him for the worse in the last 
ten days. 

He has severe dyspepsia, and a terrible cough. We are 
willing to give any kind of parole or security that may be 
required for his not leaving such limits as may be pre- 
scribed—and if this cannot be done—we beg he may be 
removed from the dreadful surroundings which are at the 
place where he is. If the General will even permit him 
to go to some other place or room and designate it him- 
self we will give any parole or security for his staying 


1 Major John H. Gee, of Florida, was tried by military commission 
in 1866 for cruelty to Union prisonersat Salisbury. He wsaacquitted. 
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where he is ordered. The suffering condition of this our 

friend and client is our excuse for thus troubling you. If 

he is acquitted as we believe it is dreadful that he should 

_ be thus confined. 

We have the honor to be Your Excelly’s Obt. Servt. 
Hoxiuanp & WinpER 


Counsel for J. H. Gee. 


To Dr. Eugene Grissom. 


Rareten, June 21 1866. 

Your letter some weeks ago in relation to the Superin- 
tendence of the Lunatic Asylum was duly received, and at 
the first meeting of the Supervisors was laid before them 
and spread on the minutes of our proceedings. The first 
question which presented itself was whether the office of 
Superintendent was vacant, and if not vacant, whether we 
had power to declare it vacant and appoint another. 

I did not know then nor do I now know the opinion of 
any one of the Supervisors (save my own) as to the ex- 
pedieney of making a change as to Superintendent. 

We were unanimously of opinion that the place was 
not vacant and that we had not the power to remove the 
incumbent, the term for which he was elected not having 
expired and there being no charge preferred or proved of 
infidelity to his trust, gross immorality or incompetency 
to discharge the duties of his office. Rev. Code Chap. 6 
Sec. 8. 

I mentioned the question of power to Mr. Bynum, be- 
cause I had heard he had given consideration to it, and 
because I regard him as a good man and learned lawyer, 
and he gave it as his decided opinion that the office was not 
vacant, and I have heard of no lawyer who dissents from 
this opinion. I have heard there was much discussion on 
the subject in the last Genl Assembly. I took no interest 
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in and heard no part of the discussion, and never under- 
stood by report or otherwise, the points of drift of the 
debate. 


From B. 8S. Hedrick. 
Wasuineton D.C. June 22, 1866. 
orth Caroline Your dispatch, in regard to Savage was received this 
morning. I had heard that Fuller’s nomination had been 
withdrawn but do not know for certain. The Sec. of the 
Treasury is very strongly in favor of Fuller. I do not 
know for what-reason. He was nominated at the urgent 
solicitation of the Sec. The President is in favor of ap- 
pointing citizens whenever they can be found properly 
qualified. So the best plan is for Mr. Savage to see the 
President. Today is cabinet day and so no chance to get 
in the White House, and for the last week it has been very 
difficult to get an interview with the President. 

I heard that you had recommended still another man 
for Collector of the 1st Dist. Rev. Dist. as Collector. I 
think Bond and Ritch are the best men in it for the place. 

I think it was a shabby trick of the Convention to put 
off the elections. But the best way is to say nothing about 
it. It was evidently intended as a sort of “Micawber” 
move to have “something turn up.” But let them fight 
each other. I judge from what I hear that there is a good 
deal of scheming going on yet. Leach is still thinking that 
he would make good material for a Candidate, but I judge 
that his friends will think differently. Settle also is urged. 
But with anything like prudence on the part of your 
friends I believe there will be no chance for a respectable 
combination against you. I did not get the Sentinel of 
Monday, June 18th. I would like to see it, and will re- 
turn it to you. 

My notion is that it is best to let the various factions op- 
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posed to you fight among themselves, and not do anything 
that would cause them to harmonize. 

I decidedly object to the logic of Mr. Pell’s leader on 
the Constitutional Amendment in the Sentinel of the 20th. 
By the present constitution treason is punishable with 
death. Now it is not ex post facto to prescribe a milder 
punishment for a crime than that which is the law at the 
time of the offence. In fact it is the rule of criminal prac- 
tice whenever the new law prescribes a milder punishment 
to take that instead of the penalty at the time the offence 
was committed. Now it can hardly be said that exclusion 
from office is a harsher punishment than hanging. Be- 
sides I believe that Congress will give the two thirds vote 
for those in the South who are hearty friends of the Const. 
At present the complaints against the unrepentant rebels 
from the South are increasing. The President is con- 
stantly beset by persons who detest outrages every where 
committed against union men. I knew very well that one 
must be very careful now not to believe everything they 
hear but J think there must be some truth in the state- 
ments that numerous indictments are being found against 
the Union men in the Mountain Counties for offences com- 
mitted by outlaws and others who refused to go into the 
rebellion. It would have been better if the Convention 
had given a general Amnesty for offences growing out of 


the Civil War. 


To W. W. Land. 
Rareiau June 23 1866. 


I had the honor to receive some days ago your letter 
as Chairman of the committee of arrangements for the cel- 
ebration of the approaching 4th July, inviting me to at- 
tend and participate in the festivities of the day. I have 
delayed answering, in the hope that I could make cer- 
tain alterations in previous business arrangements, where- 
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by I could accept your invitation. I have not yet suc 
ceeded in making such arangements but still entertain the 
hope that I may be able to be present with you on the in- 
teresting occasion. 

May each of the lately alienated sections of our coun- 
try so act that future celebrations of our National anni- 
versary may be distinguished by genuine fraternity and 
concord among all the parts of our complicated govern- 
ment. 


New Brrn. 


To Josiah Turner. 


Rarereu, June 23/66. 


From what I can learn J. L. Morehead, D. A. Davis, 
C. P. Mendenhall and Thos. Webb will be elected by 
stockholders. 

Jo. Turner, Berry (Thomas or Roberts) Dr. Mordecai 
and Genl. Means. I am not fully decided whether I will 
appoint Jno. W. Thomas or B. B. Roberts for Davidson. I 
cannot decide this until I get my board together. This 
will leave three more to be appointed by the State. The 
selection will probably be made from the following 
names—Starbuck or Belo, Salem—Mr. Murdoch Salis- 
bury or O. G. Foard Salisbury: Jesse H. Lindsay or J. 
A. Gilmer, Greensboro, Rufus Tucker, Wake, P. R. Dick- 
inson, Wilmington. I think I shall not appoint Star- 
buek. 

I will probably attend the meeting with my board. 
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To Lewis Hanes. 


Ratnreu, June 23/66. 


647 


It is expedient where there are plenty of good men of Railroad matters. 


all political shades, that my 8 directors shall represent all 
of them. I can’t fix it any way to appoint less than six 
old Whigs—Jo. Turner, Means, Dr. Moore, Jesse H. 
Lindsay or Jno. A. Gilmer, Jno. W. Thomas or Roberts. 
The rest I think must be selected from the following 
names—P. R. Dickinson, Wilmington—Belo or Star- 
buek, Salem, O. G. Foard or Wm. Murdock, Salisbury, 
Ruf. Tucker, Raleigh—Berry, the only old line democrat 


—Thomas the only Secessionist. 
Favor me with your remarks. 


Ee. S.] 

J. L. Morehead 

D. A. Davis likely to be selected by stockholders. 
C. P. Medenhall 


SALISBURY. 


From David Heaton.* 
New Bernzg, N. C., June 28rd 1866. 


Permit me to introduce to you F. A. Fuller, Esq., whose 
name was recently submitted by the President to the 
Senate, in connection with the Collectorship of Customs 
at Wilmington. 

Mr. F. desires to have a frank interview with you on 
the subject, and as he has been for years one of the truest 


‘David Heaton bad been, before the war, an Ohio lawyer and a 
member of the Ohio Senate. He had also been three times a mem- 
ber of the Minnesota Senate. In 1863 he came to North Carolina as 
a special agent of the Treasury, and took a prominent part in the 
organization of the Republican party. In 1868 he was a member of 
the Constitutional Convention and later was elected to Congress and 
in 1870 died in office. 


648 


Pardon matters. 


Nortru Carorina HisrorrcaL ComMMISsION. 


and most competent men in the public service I earnestly 
bespeak for him a candid hearing on your part. 

The high personal character of Mr. F. and his admira- 
ble qualifications, point him out as excellently adapted to 
discharge the duties of positions of much greater impor- 
tance, even, than that to which he aspires. 


To H. G. Daniel. 


Rareien June 25th 1866. 
Fuller is here soliciting my recommendation. I de- 
clined on the ground that I would recommend no one un- 
less acceptable to merchants of Wilmington. He said he 
could get 100 Wilmington merchants to recommend him, 
but was on his way to Washington and could not go to 
Wilmington. His name was before the Senate and was 
withdrawn by the President on receipt of my recommen- 
dation of Savage. If petition be promptly got up by 
merchants of your town, showing Savage’s fitness and ac- 

ceptability and brought to me, there is ground of hope. 


WiI~MINGTON. 


From B. S. Hedrick. 


Wasuineton, ID. C. June 26, 66. 

Dr. Powell says he sent the pardons of John V. Caw- 
thorne of Warren to Wm. A. Jenkins, Esq., of Warrenton. 

I have not yet seen the President in reference to the 
other cases. 

Whenever you write in regard to pardons please have 
the letter wholly about that subject, so that I can if op- 
portunity offers send the letter into the President by his 
Secretary. In that way I can sometimes avoid the ne- 
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cessity of seeking conversation with the President, which 
always takes time, and sometimes much more time than 
I am able to afford. I am always glad to have your views 
on eurrent rumors and such things for I wish to keep 
well posted. But always have these on a sheet separate 
from matters that I must bring to the notice of the Presi- 
dent or the Departments. 

I judge that Congress or the Senate will not be able to 
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give the State relief by returning Holden to the mosquito | 


regions. But most people will agree that the State would 
[not] be hampered by his leaving. But the fates will 
have it that N. C. must be still further prevented from 
rising, and Holden seems to be the instrument for that 


purpose. 


From John A. Gilmer. 
June 26th, 1866. 

I have thought over the matter on which we talked. I 
much sympathize with you. One thing is certain that the 
appointment of R. P. Dick, will do you no harm. My 
business before the Court is all finished. I got home this 


evening. 


To D. A. Davis. 
Rareien, June 27th 1866. 

I um sick and unable to go to Beaufort as I had de- 
signed. 

I learned from Genl. Means and others that it is well 
understood on your road that the stockholders will elect 
J. L. Morehead, yourself, C. P. Mendenhall and Webb. 

Relying confidently on your being in the board by the 
election of the stockholders and being impelled by every 
proper consideration to appoint Mr. Boyden—and upon 
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your suggestion, approved by my own feeling and judg- 
ment, I appointed J. M. Coffin State proxy. It would not 
do to appoint two directors and State proxy from same 
County. We all want you on the board and we confidently 
hope all will come out right by your election. 


SALISBURY. 


From N. G. Daniel. 
Wepnespay Nieut June 27 1866. 

I bad a taik with W. F. Leak today and he says that 
he knows it to be a fixed fact that Genl. Dockery will be 
a candidate for Govy., that he is satisfied that his name 
will be made public in two weeks, he has been appealed to, 
to support him. and he declined, says he advises his party 
(States rights) to stick to you, not even to support a man 
of their Stripe if brought out that it would be impolitie 
to do so, he says Dockery ran away from the Convention 
to keep from casting his vote on important bills, if he is 
all that and will take the field against you, your chances 
for re-election are beyond a doubt, but I hear the old War 
party are anxious to have a candidate, and I see a Com- 
munication in the Dispalch yesterday urging the claims 
of Matt Ransom, that paper has not shaven its head yet, 
and from what I know of the Concern, would not be sur- _ 
prised if it died before the Campaign is over, it’s a 
weekly concern. I write this for what it may be worth to 
you in the way of information. I hope and trust you 
will not have any other man than Dockery. 


To Hugh McCulloch. 


Rareien N.C. June 27 1866. 
All the active business men in Wilmington, as I am in- 
formed and believe, have great repugnance to the appoint- 
ment of a stranger as Collector of their port, while they 
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present the name of a native every way eminently fit for 
the position. 
I earnestly recommend the appointment of Mr. Savage. 


Wasuineton, D. C. 


To R. F. Lehman. 
June 28th 1866. 


The petition of yourself and others in behalf of A. H. 
Case to the Prest. of the U. S. is received. 

The law passed at the last session of the Genl. Assem- 
bly in relation to freedmen was amended by the Conven- 
tion, striking out the two provisions to the 9th sec. and 
abolishing the discrimination in the punishment provided 
for in the 11 see. of the Act. 

I learn from the Sec. of State that in the course of next 
week these ordinances will be printed when I could send 
the Prest. the whole of our legislation on the subject and 
make the sending of your petition the occasion for asking 
the Prest to define the powers of the Freedmen’s Bureau. 
Will any inconyenience arise to your client by such delay ? 


New Bern. 


To F. A. Fuller. 
June 28 1866. 


A memorial signed by every commercial firm of any 
importance in Wilmington, as I am informed (excepting 
one or two at the time absent) has been submitted to me 
and forwarded to the Sec. of Treasury with my favorable 
endorsement recommending Richd Savage, a native of the 
town belonging to one of its old and valued familes, as col- 
lector of the port. He is recommended as eminently com- 
petent and every way a suitable and acceptable man. 
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As requested by you I communicate to you this in- 
formation. Yr friend Shackelford joins in the petition 
for the appointment of Savage. 


Wasuineton, D. C. 


To D. H. Starbuck. 


Rateren, N. C. June 29th 1866. 


Genl Means had to be appointed a director and J. M. 
Coffin State proxy, because of their fitness and the fact 
that each had subscribed $10,000 towards building the 
road. 

Davidson could not be overlooked. R. B. Roberts on 
the recommendation of our friend Harris and others was 
nominated. Jno. A. Gilmer, who labored so much to 
give existence to the road and subscribed $10,000. was 
nominated. It is argued on all hands that there ought to 
be a director at the shops, at the great center of the 
operation of the Company, and Dr. Moore was appointed. 

Jo. Turner was appointed because of his fitness and 
the fact he wished the nomination. They had a strong 
claim politically on all anti-Holden men. 

This list embraced no Democrat or Holden man. With- 
out either the nomination would be denounced as a po- 
litical proseription. Berry was appointed as an old Dem- 
ocrat and Boyden as having leaned to Holden, both be- 
ing otherwise eminently fit men. 

This made 7 directors. The one farthest east on the 
line was at Hillsboro. The name is not yet fully agreed 
on. It will probably be Dr. Hogg of Wake. 

I am sure this brief review will be apology enough to 
you for the omissions to nominate you. We all thought 
if you had been present you would have advised us to 
make the above nominations. 

I am quite unwell and must close. 
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To John L. Morehead. 
Razzien, N. C. June 29th 1866. 
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I have learned from Genl Means, C. P. Mendenhall raitroaa matters. 


and others that it was considered a settled fact, that you, 
. Davis, Mendenhall and Webb, would be elected by the 
stockholders. 

Relying on this your nanie, which was acceptable to 
every member of the Board of Internal Improvement was 
left for the stockholders. 

Our nominations fully agreed upon, are Messrs. Boy- 
den, B. B. Roberts, Jno. A. Gilmer, Dr. Moore, Turner 
& Berry, and for the 8th name Dr. Hogg or Tucker, prob- 
ably the former. 

The names we were constrained to omit for various rea- 
son are numerous. I fear several will feel hurt. I wish 
the stockholders would elect Gov. Graham. Can’t you 
manage to have him elected ? 

My friends and enemies have cooperated to make this 
nomination of R. R. Directors the most infernal ordeal 
through which I have ever passed. 


CHARLOTTE. 


To Charles C. Clark. 


Rareien, N. C. June 29th 1866. 

I am notified this morning by the Sec. of the Treasury 
that it is necessary to make a change in the office of asses- 
sor of Internal Revenue, for the second district of N. C. 
in the place of Jennings Piggott. 

The secretary requested me to send him the name of a 
suitable person who can take the oath and the nomina- 
tion will be submitted to the President. 

If you will suggest a name which you deem suitable and 


1 Charles C. Clark, of New Bern, was elected to Congress in 1865 
but was not seated. 


654 


Norru Carortina HisroricaL Commission. 


will recommend accordingly. If you decline, I can make 
no recommendation of any citizen of your district, because 
I know no competent man resident of the district, who can 
take the oath. 

If you decline, do you prefer that I nominate Jonathan 
Harris, an old Quaker of Guilford, rather than have a 
citizen of one of the Northern States. I consult you 
alone as the representative of the district. On a full re- 
view of the action of the Board of Internal Improvements 
I confidently expect your approval. 

Do you think I should accept or decline the invitation 
to be present at the 4th July celebration in your place. 


To B. S. Hedrick. 
June 29 1866. 

I now have the most thoroughly satisfactory evidence of 
the unquestionable competency and fitness of Richd. Sav- 
age as Collector of the Port of Wilmington. Henry Nutt 
brought me yesterday a memorial signed by every mer- 
cantile house of any note engaged in shipping (excepting 
one or two then absent) in which they represented him as 
eminently qualified—as a descendent of an old and valued 
family of the place—as able to take the oath having been 
in the service of the U. S. in San Francisco, in the 
custom house, and not in the South, during the war. Mr. 
Fuller has been here since the withdrawal of his name 
from the Senate, strongly desiring my recommendation. 
I told him I would recommend no one unacceptable to the 
merchants of Wilmington. He told me he was well known 
in Wilmington and could get such recommendation. I 
told him I would recommend him if he could produce 
such recommendation from them. He replied that he 
was on his way to Washington and could not go. I gath- 
ered that he had been notified of the withdrawal of his 
name and was on the way to Washington to warm up his 
friends. He wrote, as you will see by inclosed letter, to 
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his friend in Wilmington and got a rebuff even from his 
select friend. 


It will be a great error if he be confirmed in preference 
to Savage. 


You may use this letter as you think proper. 
The memorial was sent to the See. of the Treasury yes- 
terday with my emphatic approval. 


From P. H. Winston, Jr. 
Kirrretys 29 June 1866. 
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I saw Doct. Hogg last night. I told him that we were pairona matters. 


considering him as a Director on the N. C. Rail Road. 
He said that he would consider it a high honor to be ap- 
pointed but if our arrangements would not permit it with 
convenience he would not be disappointed. He told me 
that if appointed he would vote for Turner, that he pre- 
ferred Turner to Vance, Webb or any other man. 

I hope that Tucker will oblige us far enough to take 
the C. F. and Deep River plan and let Doct Hogg be ap- 
pointed. 

Can’t Mr. Pell see Mr. Little and aid Mr. W. H. Jones 
in the suggestions to which I referred. I did not see W. 
Pell on the subject so fully as I desired. Devereux will 
be an extremely popular appointment. I am in hopes it 
can be done. 

I hope you will notice Bob Moore with some favor. I 
spoke to Moore and told him that you often wished the 
benefit of his counsel. He said you never asked it. I told 
him you were always overdone with people and business 
in your office and could not go out to hunt him up. 

A very little attention to Bob will make him a strong 
Worth man. 

Let us by all means make Wake County sustain us. 


[P. S.] Doct Hogg will consider it an extra honor to 
be appointed. 
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From P. H. Winston, Jr. 
Kirrretyts 29 June 1866. 


I have just met Maj. W. D. Jones of Wake. He ex- 
pressed to me quite a disapointment in not being made a 
Director on the R. & G. R. R. He stated that you had 
broached the subject to him and given him to understand 
that he would be appointed. 

I have talked him over and soothed him down. I have 
told him that I should write you and get him appointed on 
the finance committee 

Jones does not like it. Get him on that committee. 

If John Devereux is left out of the Directory get him 
on the Finance Committee. 


RESDREDDaned 
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